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CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION. 



We, the undersigned, citizens of the United States, residing within the 
County of Cayuga and State of New York, and being also citizens of the State 
of New York, of the age of twenty-one years and upwards, do hereby associate 
ourselves and form a corporation, pursuant to the provisions of the Statutes of 
the State of New York, known as chapter 267 of the laws of 1875. as amended 
by chapter 53 of the laws of 1876. 

The name by which such corporation shall be known in law, is ** The 
Cayuga County Historical Society." 

Said corporation is formed for social, literary and historical purposes, and 
the particular business and objects thereof, shall be the discussion of general 
and local history, and the discovery, collection and preservation of the histori- 
cal records of Cayuga County, aforesaid, comprising books, newspapers, pam- 
phlets, maps and genealogies ; and also of paintings, relics and any articles of 
materials which may or shall illustrate the growth or progress of society, relig- 
ion, education, literature, art, science, agrriculture, manufactures, commerce, 
and the trades and professions within the United States, and especially within 
the County of Cayuga and State of New York. 

The principal office and place of business of said Society, shall be in the city 
of Auburn, Cayuga County. N. Y. 

The said corporation shall be managed by seven trustees. The names or 
said trustees for the first year of existence of said corporation, are, Benjamin B. 
Snow, Blanchard Fosgate, James D. Button, Lewis £. Carpenter, David M. 
Dunning, John H. Osborne, and J. Lewis Grant, all of Auburn, N. Y. 

It is hereby intended to incorporate an association heretofore existing under 
the name of ** The Cayuga County Historical Society," but heretofore unin- 
corporated. 

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals the 23d day of 
January, 1877. 

CHARLES HAWLEY, [l. s.] BLANCHARD FOSGATE, [l. s.] 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD, [l. s.] JOHN S. CLARK, [l. s.J 

JAMES D. BUTTON, [l. s.] A. W. LAWTON. [l. s.] 
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J. H. OSBORNE, [l. s.] OTIS M. GODDARD, [l. s.j 
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State of New York, { ^^ 
Cayu^ County. ) ' 

On this first day of February, 1877, personally appeared before me, a Notary 
Public, in and for said county : Charles Hawlcy, William H. Seward, James 

D. Button, Blanchard Fosgate, Benjamin B. Snow. John S. Clark, Franklin 
L. Griswold, John H. Osborne, William A. Baker. David M. Dunning, Lewis 

E. Carpenter, Dennis R. Alward. Joseph W. Dunning, Horace J. Knapp. 
Alonzo G. Beardsley, Jr., Silas L. Bradley, Charles J. Reed, Nelson B. Eldred, 
David M. Osborne. Otis M. (ioddard, Byron C. Smith, Charles A. Smith, 
John Underwood, George R. Peck, John T. M. Davie, James Seymour, Jr., 
David H. Armstrong, Frank P. Taber, Ed. S. Newton and A. W. Lawton, to 
me personally known to be thirty of the persons described in. and who exe- 
cuted the foregoing instrument, and severally acknowledged that they executed 
the same. CHARLES M. BAKER, 

Notary Public, Ca3ruga County. 

Cayuga County, ss. 

On the 2d day of February, 1877, personally appeared before me, Samuel W. 
DufKeld. Gorton W. Allen and William H. Carpenter, to me known to be three 
of the persons described in, and who executed the foregoing instrument, and 
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CHARLES M. BAKER. 

Notary Public, 

The undersigned, one of the Justices of the Supreme Court for the Seventh 
Judicial District of the State of New York, hereby consents to and approves of 
the filing of the foregoing certificate. 
Dated Auburn, N. Y., February 2, 1877. 

CHARLES C. DWIGHT, 
Jus. Sup, a., 7th Jud, Dist. S, N, y. 
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ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT. 



This 18 our twelfth annual meeting, the society, as you are 
aware, having been founded in 1876. The prosperity which 
attended the early years of the organization, seems to have 
continued uninterruptedly to the present tima Many earnest 
and good workers have given a helping hand, and each year 
brings valuable addition to its store of historical collections. 
More than fifty different persons have contributed to its literary 
archive& Many of these authors are with us now, while others 
have passed away, leaving honorable records as citizens of Cay* 
uga county, whose worth will long perpetuate their memoriea 

It may be an interesting fact to note how diversified are the 
avocations of those who have contributed papers to the society. 
In rather a hasty examination of the records, I find among the 
contributors, nine lawyers, five doctors, five manufacturers, four 
merchants, three theological professors, three ministers, three 
bankers, two authors, two editors and publishers, one farmer, 
one superintendent of schools, one civil engineer, one journal- 
ist, one artist, one railway superintendent, one claim agent, one 
mechanic, seven ladiea 

Fourteen of our active members have died since the organiz- 
ation of the society. These are : Rev. Charles Hawley, Rev. 
Samuel W. Duffield, J. Lewis Grant, Dr. James D. Button, Dr. 
Blanchard Fosgate, Dr. David H. Armstrong, Dr. Lansingh 
Brigg^i Dr. Sylvester Willard, David M. Osborne, Rufus Sar- 
gent, William H. Carpenter, William G. Wise, Silas L. Bradley, 
and Franklin L. Griswold. Six of these were among our 
literary contributors. 
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More than eighty original papera and addresses have been 
read before our society, most of which have been published in 
the local papers, and twenty-five of these have been officially 
published in book form under the auspices of this association. 
These publications embrace six regular numbers, or an average 
of one book for each two years since our organization. 

No. 1, issued in 1879, contains Hardenburgh's journal of 
General Sullivan's campaign in 1779, compiled and arranged by 
General John S. Clark, with biographical sketch by Rev. Charles 
Hawley. 

No. 2, issued in 1882 : Addresses of President Hawley at 
the fourth and fifth annual meetings of the society ; also invent- 
ors and inventions of Cayuga county, by C. Wheeler, Jr., and 
D. M. Osboma This number is finely illustrated. 

No. 3, issued in 1884 : Early chapters of Seneca history and 
addresses of President Hawley at the sixth and seventh annual 
meetings. 

No. 4, issued in 1886 : Memorial proceedings of the society, 
with the remarks of its members upon the death of Rev. 
Charles Hawley ; also memorial address of Willis J. Beecher 
on the life of Dr. Hawley ; also address of W. H. Seward, 
upon Auburn and its resources, delivered at our ninth annual 
meeting. 

No. 5, issued in 1887 : Address of W. H. Seward at the tenth 
annual meeting ; Sewers, ancient and modem, by C. Wheeler, 
Jr. ; Local hobbies by W. H. Seward. 

Na 6, issued in 1888 : Proceedings of the eleventh annual 
meeting; Wool culture and manufacture in Cayuga county, 
by William Hayden ; Memoir of David D. Thomas, by J. D. 
Thomas ; Biography of William Bostwick, by H. H. Bostwick ; 
Recollections of my early life in Auburn, Mrs. Deborah Bron- 
son ; Reminiscences of my early life in Auburn, Mrs. S. Ben- 
ton Hunt ; Cayuga joint stock company, by W. A Ogden ; 
Biography of General George Fleming, by C. M. Baker. Burn- 
ing of the St James hotel, by B. B. Snow. There have also 
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been issued by the society, as special publications, proceedings 
of the first annual meeting, with address by President Hawley ; 
Address of President Hawley at third annual meeting ; Histori- 
cal sketch of Cayuga county bank, by D. W. Adams. 

The papers read before the society, in the year just closed, 
are as follows : February 11, 1888, Memorial upon the life of 
Dr. Blanchard Fosgate, by Warren A Worden ; Poem, " The 
Numerator," by Prof. Willis J. Beecher ; Record of current 
events for 1887, by B. B. Snow ; March 20, 1888, Biography 
of Dr. James D. Button, by William P. Allen ; A paper on 
natural gas, by C. Wheeler, Jr., April 10, 1888 ; two sketches 
of visits to scenes of the rebellion, by David Wright, read by 
Thomas M. Osborne ; May 16, 1888, " Weed's Basin," by Hon. 
Wm. L Comwell, read by F. W. Richardson ; Narrative of 
sealing voyages of Joel Root, by Col. H. D. Woodruff, June 
12, 1888 ; Biography of (Jen. George Fleming, by C. M. Baker; 
January 15, 1889 ; Biographical sketches of Judge Joseph L. 
Richardson and CoL John Richardson, by Frank W. Richardson. 

From the foregoing statistics, it will be seen that the society 
is year by year, gathering local history and biography, which, 
it is hoped, will be of value to our own generation, and to those 
which are to come after us. Our roll of active members now 
contains seventy -five names, and it is pleasing to note that the 
interest manifested in the welfare of the association keeps full 
pace with that of former years. 

At a late meeting of the board of trustees, C. W. Smith was 
selected as assistant librarian, and has already entered upon his 
duties. Under his supervision, it is proposed to open the rooms 
of the society for two afternoons and evenings each week, viz : 
Wednesdays and Saturdays from 3 to 5:30, and from 7 to 9:30 
p. M. By this arrangement, a better opportunity will be afforded 
to the members and their friends, to become familiar with the 
aims and objects of the society, and at the same time, it is 
hoped that it may increase social intercourse among its mem- 
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ber& In this connection, I am requested by the trustees to ask 
the members and their friends, to call at the rooms as frequently 
as they may find it convenient to do so. 

Any citizen not a member of the society, who may wish to 
consult the library or records of the society, is at liberty to 
do so during the hours designated. Chess and backgammon 
have also been provided for the use of our members. Our 
library is to be carefully catalogued by Mr. Smith, and a com- 
plete record made (and kept in the rooms) of the various dona- 
tions which are from time to time made to our historical collec- 
tion. The complete history of Cayuga county and all its citi- 
zens, will probably never be written, but the Cayuga County 
Historical Society has already done much to rescue from obliv- 
ion, valuable data which would otherwise have been lost Let 
us go on with the work, while yet we may. 



EARLY DAYS AND COLLEGE LIFE 



LATE WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 



A Paper read before the Cayuga County Historical Society, at its 
Annual Meeting, February 19. i88q. 

BY GENERAL WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 



A SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF THE LATE 
WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 



Several times since the organization of the Cayuga County 
Historical Society, I have been solicited to prepare for preserva- 
tion among its biographical papers, a sketch of the life of the 
late William H. SewarA 

While fully appreciating the spirit prompting the suggestion, 
the work has always been declined on my part, for what seemed 
to me, three quite sufficient reasona 

First : Mr. Seward's life and public works, having already 
been made the subject of many publications, orations, and 
addresses, such a sketch by me could, therefore^ be little more 
than a reproduction of what had already been said or written. 

Second : His public career, covering as it did nearly half a 
century of great activity and diversity, could hardly have even 
partial justice done to its recital in any paper, which should 
come within the limits of those sought for this association. 

Third : Because a natural embarrassment exists on the part 
of the son to speak unreservedly of the public character of his 
father, especially, if much of what should be said must needs 
be largely tempered by warm personal interest in the subject 

The request, however, is again renewed by several of the 
younger members of the society, coupled with the statement 
that while they are more or less familiar with Mr. Seward's life 
and works after he became prominent as a public man, they 
know but littie of his boyhood and college career, a period in 
which surrounding influences do so much to mould the charac- 
ter of the future man. 
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The statement thus made now, leads me not to reconsider my 
previous determination but to depart so far from it as to give 
to-night a few reminiscences of Mr. Seward's earlier days and 
his college career, stopping short where his life as a public man 
conmienced. 

In doing this I have drawn from three sources — ^publications 
already made, family letters, and personal recollection of con- 
versations with Mr. Seward during his later Ufa 

William Henry Seward was bom at the village of Florida, 
Orange county, K Y., May 16, 1801. The large frame dwell- 
ing occupied by his family during his boyhood is still standing, 
and is now used by the S. S. Seward institute. 

His paternal grandfather. Colonel John Seward, of Sussex 
county, N. J., was of Welch descent ; he served with distinc- 
tion in the Kevolutionary war, and died in 1799. His wife, 
Mary Swazy, is spoken of as a very intellectual and pious 
woman, who, although her relatives adhered to the British 
crown, was her^lf exceedingly active and patriotic in behalf of 
the American cause. 

Mr. Seward's maternal grandfather was Isaac Jennings, of 
English lineage, a well-to-do farmer of Orange county, who 
joined the militia of Goshen, and was with them engaged in the 
battle of Minisink, where, more fortunate than most of his com- 
panions, he escaped the Indian massacre. 

Margaret Jackson, his wife, was of Irish birth, and was 
remembered by Mr. Seward as an excellent woman and a zealous 
Protestant Her family emigrated from Ireland at an early day. 

Samuel S. Seward, father of William Henry, was one of a 
family of ten children ; he received a professional education in 
lieu of his share of his fathers patrimony. He commenced the 
practice of medicine in his native place in New Jersey immedi- 
ately after the completion of his studies, and soon thereafter 
married Mary Jennings, of Goshen, N. Y. 

In 1795, they moved to Florida, N. Y., just six years before 
William was born. 
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Speaking of his parents, Mr. Seward said of his father : " He 
was educated a physician, and during my minority practiced 
his profession, to which occupation he added those of the farmer, 
the merchant, the country politician, magistrate and judge, dis- 
charging the functions of all with eminent ability, integrity and 
success. He gradually built up what at that day, in the rural 
neighborhood, seemed a considerable fortuna" 

"He represented Orange county in the state legislature in 
1804, and showed much vigor and ability in debate." 

Of his mother, Mary Jennings, Mr. Seward said: "She 
enjoyed only the advantages of education in the common 
schools, but improved them." 

" She is remembered as a person of unusual good sense, gen- 
tleness, truthfulness and candor." 

I have frequently heard my mother speak of her, as a very 
lovely woman, of great patience and forbearance, which charac- 
teristics must, by the way, have been sorely tried now and then 
by her husband, who in his latter days, had become through ill 
health, somewhat exacting and at times even unreasonable. 

Among his infirmities, wasinability to sleep at night I have 
been told that upon more than one occasion he would arise at 
midnight, require the servant to kill and dress a chicken, and 
my grandmother to cook it for him, which was done on her part 
without a murmur. 

Mr. Seward always spoke of his mother with the deepest 
affection, nor did he forget that through her he had Irish blood 
in his veins. 

Upon one occasion in 1840, when an old friend had taken 
him severely to task in a private letter, on account of some of 
his previous remarks favorable to the Irish people, be replied, 
defending what he had said, and thus tenderly referred to his 
mother's lineage : "If this confession of faith seems strange to 
you, permit me to explain that I could not believe otherwise, 
without doing dishonor to a mother eminent for many virtues, 
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and to the memories of humble aDcestora, whose names will not 
be saved from obscurity by the record of any extraordinary 
vice&" 

His mother died in 1844, his father surviving her until 1849 ; 
both are buried in the family vault at Florida, N. Y. 

William Henry was the fourth of six children, one sister and 
two brothers older and one sister and one brother younger than 
he. George W. Seward the youngest of the four sons, died at 
the age of eighty years, at his home in Florida, N. Y., on the 
7th of December, 1888, being the last of his generation in our 
family. The first nine years of William Henry's life were spent 
under the parental roof. From a very early age he evinced a 
decided love of books and a taste for study, with but little 
aptitude for work upon the farm or in the country store of his 
father. 

His faithful black nurse " Chloe," then a slave in the family, 
watched over the delicate boy with great pride and true devo- 
tion. She loved to tell strangers that William, unlike most little 
boys of the village, instead of running away from school to go 
home, would frequently run away from home to go to school 

" Chloe " afterwards married another family servant (William 
Coe) and was later made free, both continuing to serve the family 
until overtaken by the infirmities of age ; when they were pro- 
vided with a comfortable little home of their own and cared 
for by the descendants of those they had served so faithfully. 
" Aunt Chloe " died some years ago, but " Bill " or " Old 
Judge" as he was familiarly called by the villagers, either 
because of his old master's title of Judge, or his own venerable 
and dignified appearance, I know not which, died a little over 
two months since at the age of 101. From the account of his 
funeral, which appeared afterwards in one of the New York 
papers, he seems to have been buried with all the marks of 
respect usually shown to a patriarch or to a highly esteemed 
citizen. 
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Judge Seward early decided to give his son William an 
education superior to that of the other members of the family, 
or in other words prepare him for a professional life. He was 
undoubtedly led to this conclusion by reason of the delicate 
constitution and docile disposition of the boy, as well as on 
account of his studious habits. 

Of his fondness for school in his very young days, Mr. Seward 
said : " I remember only one short period when the school-room 
and class emulation were not quite so attractive to me as the 
hours of recess and recreation." 

Again, describing the old village school-house, as he remem- 
bered it at the age of five, he says : *' It stood upon a rock, over 
which hung a precipitous wooded clifL It was one and a half 
stories high, built half of stone and half wood. 

"It had a low dark attic, which was reached by a ladder; 
they did say at the time, that a whole family of witches dwelt 
in that wooded cliff above the school-house, by day, and that 
they came down from their favorite haunt and took up their 
lodging by night in the little attia 

" One day while there, all at once, it became dark ; the light 
from the windows failing, the larger scholars were formed in a 
circle around the open door, to recite their customary lessona 
I had no doubt at the time that the tyrannical school-master had 
kept us in school until night, and I expected every moment to 
see the serial inhabitants of the hill enter the school-house and 
make short work of us all for obstructing them in their way to 
their nocturnal abode in the garret 

" Crying vociferously, I was discharged from school, and ran 
for my life homeward. In after years I came to learn that I 
had been an observer of a total eclipse of the sun which 
occurred in the year 1806." 

Sixty-three years later he witnessed a similar phenomenon 
under the 60th parallel of latitude, among the Indians of 
Alaska. 
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When at Florida a few weeks since, for the first time in many 
years, I had the curiosity to hunt up this reputed ancient abode 
of the witchea There was the same dark wooded clifE over- 
hanging the great flat rock, upon which the little school-house 
used to stand, just as described above. But the school-house 
of those good old days was gone, it had given place to a more 
modem structure built to be sure upon the same rock, but only 
one story high without the least sign of an attia So if the 
witches still inhabit the cliff by day and come down for a night's 
revel they must look elsewhere for their garret, for none will be 
found there now. 

While at the little village, I learned why the beautiful valley 
which extends part way from Goshen to Florida, stretching off 
in the distance to Mount Adam and Mount Eve, was called by 
the curious name of Wa-way-anda. 

It is said that during the revolution, when some of the 
British soldiers made their way into this part of the state, a 
company stopped to rest upon one of the many adrupt cliffs 
which overhung the valley. 

While there, they were vipited by native Indians from a 
neighboring villiage or settlement, among whom was an old 
chief who was especially proud of the fact that he could speak 
a little English. The captain asked him the name of the valley 
below, and the Indian, thinking that he inquired "How far his 
land extended," mounted a rock and with a majestic wave of 
the hand toward the north, said " Wa-way-anda," meaning to 
say in what he considered good English, that their land extended 
" Way over yonder." His auditors however took his saying 
literally, and so entered the name of the valley in their field 
notes as " Wa-way-anda." 

The country schools of the time were but meagerly supplied 
with the more modern appliances for the better acquisition of 
knowledge ; maps and atlases were rare, and not often found in 
the school-room. The text books most commonly in use were 
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Webster^s spelling-book, Morse's geography, DabolFs arithme- 
tic, Murray's grammar, Tyler's history, and Flint's survey- 
ing, and usually the well known Westminster catechism, which 
every child was expected to learn even if he could master 
nothing elsa 

An old friend of Mr. Seward's thus described one of the 
churches of that day : 

** We had no fire in the church in the winter, and we wor- 
shiped God and shivered over the Westminster catechism till 
the congr^ation came to the conclusion that freezing was not a 
means of grace, and two large stoves were brought in." 

Mr. Seward's mother used to carry a little foot stove to 
church with her; but she was the only one of the family who 
indulged in such a luxury. It was not unusual at the time for 
the long prayer to last from fifty to sixty minutes, and woe be 
to the urchin who went to sleep during service, as the sexton 
was provided with a long stick to poke up such offenders. 

At the age of nine, William Henry was sent to the Farmers' 
Hall Academy, at Goshen, N. Y., where his father had been 
educated, which institution boasted of having had among its 
pupils at an early day, Aaron Burr and Noah Webster. Here 
he conmienced his study of Latin; at this school and at an 
academy afterwards established at Florida, most of his prepara- 
tion for collie was made. While at the latter school he began 
his studies at five in the morning and did not finish for the day 
until nine at night 

Of other duties performed for the household at the same 
time, he said : ** It was my business to drive the cows to and 
from distant pastures, to chop and carry in the fuel for the par- 
lor fire, to take the grain to the mill and fetch the flour, to bring 
the lime from the kiln, and do the errands of the family gener 
ally, the time of my elder brothers being too precious to permit 
of their being withdrawn from their labors in the store and upon 
the farm." 
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It is related of him, that to save time, he carried his books to 
and from the pasture and studied upon the way, and that upon 
one occasion, when about twelve years old, as he was returning 
from the pasture with the cows, reading as he walked, a party 
of boys (much like the boys of the present day, I presume) saw 
the abstracted young herdsman, and immediately attacked him 
from behind the trees, with a volley of small sticks and stonea 

Resolved not to be thus disturbed in his reading by these 
mischievous lads, he turned his back toward them and walked 
backwards still intent upon his book. While thus engaged he 
diverged from the path, missing the little bridge which spanned 
an intervening creek, fell headlong into deep water, where he 
undoubtedly would have been drowned, had he not been fortu- 
nately rescued by one of his elder brothers who happened to be 
within call. 

His father, who was really proud of so studious a son, although 
most of the time too severe a disciplinarian to tell him so, would 
occasionally encourage him by saying that if he kept on as he 
had b^un, he might one day become as great a lawyer as 
Joseph C. Homblower, of the neighboring state of New Jersey. 

Speaking on this subject, he says : " I do not know how near 
I came to losing my destined preferment by failure to satisfy 
my father s expectations of my progresa He once placed me 
upon the counter of the store and directed me to recite a poeti- 
cal address, which I had committed to memory, before an audi- 
ence of admiring neighbors. When I had performed the task, 
amid great applause, one of the persons present asked me which 
one of my father's many callings I should adopt I had not 
been unobservant of the deference paid to the magistrata I 
answered therefore innocently, that I intended to be a justice of 
the peace. When the store was cleared, my father took me 
severely to task, for not knowing that the office of magistrate 
was to be obtained through the favor of others and not to be 
ambitiously usurped. I can now see that surrounding influences 
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early determined me in the bent toward politics. Addison^s 
*Cato' was presented in one of our school exhibitions, and 
although I was too young to take part in the representation it made 
me for life a bitter hater of military and imperial usurpation." 

The children of those days, and especially those in the rural 
district, were frequently disturbed and alarmed by the prevail- 
ing superstition, a feature which happily intellectual progress 
has since done much to wipe out Speaking of this he said : 

" The first mental anxiety which I recall was manifestly an 
effect of the fearful presentation of death and its consequences, in 
the sermons and exhortations of the clergy of that day. I re- 
member I hurried rapidly past the grave-yard, the monuments of 
which were usually ornamented with skull and cross bones, and 
I made an especially wide circuit around the reputed resting 
place of a man who had taken his own life. The murky- 
theology of that period had filled the popular mind with a belief 
that not only the Evil one himself but hoards of spirits he had 
seduced and ruined, were lurking, prowling and intruding every- 
where into human affairs, seeking to destroy the unsuspicious, 
and that continually. I often was watchful at night through 
fear that if I should fall asleep I should awake in the consum- 
ing flame which was appointed as a discipline that allows no 
reformation. 

My mother unwittingly cured me in a large degree of these 
painful imaginings. I overheard her earnestly protesting in 
debate with her orthodox neighbors that she could not believe, 
would not believe, that there were infants in hell not a span long. 
I thought that I was but little longer than that measurement and 
I supposed my mother knew whereof she aflSrmed her faith." 

The war of 1812 was now in progress, and was the subject 
most thought of and discussed in every circle. Seward, like 
his young companions, was of course a staunch Madisonian. 

Among some of the disheartening incidents of the day which 
created no little excitement was the blockade of Commodore 
Decatur, then spoken of as the " Lion of the American Navy." 
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In 1813 he attempted to go to sea with his fleet through the 
eastern end of Long Island sound. Commodore Hardly, the 
British commander, who had been captain on Nelson's flag- 
ship at Trafalgar, chased Decatur into New London with a 
larger force, and there blockaded him for more than a year, 
making frequent incursions on shore and keeping the local 
militia in a constant state of activity, sorely frightening the 
good people of that locality. 

Among the doggerel verses which were used to keep up the 
courage of the militia and people at the time, the following 
were the most conmion : 

** Brave boys, don't be afraid or skittish, 
But go and learn to fight the British/' 

Also, in derision of the red uniform of the British soldiers, 

" If you'll boil a lobster in a stew, 
He'll look as red and gay as they do." 

William Henry had now reached the age of fifteen, and after 
six months of preparatory study at the Goshen academy, in the 
year 1816, he was ready to enter college. 

Union college at Schenectady, then presided over by the Rev. 
Dr. Eliphalet Nott, was the place selected. The acquaintance 
there formed by the young student, with that learned preceptor, 
ripened into a life long friendship and intimacy which undoubt 
edly had its marked influence upon the character of Mr. Seward. 

Dr. Nott was bom at Ashford, Conn., June 25, 1773, and 
died at Schenectady, N. Y., January 29, 1866. 

He was always a popular preacher, a man of strong intellect 
and vigorous action, combining gentleness with patience and 
firmness. He was greatly beloved by the students, because of 
his appreciation of their individual characteristics and interest 
in their personal welfare. 

Among his many rare qualifications, was keen insight of 
character, and unusual political sagacity. 

He made eloquent addresses against slavery and intemperance 
as early as 1811, and was always an advocate of eivil and relig- 
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ious liberty. Among his amusements or pastimes, as he was 
wont to call them, was study and experiment of the laws of 
physical science, especially those of heat and ventilation. 

He invented the first anthracite or hard coal burning stove, 
which bore his name and was so extensively used. 

At the semi-centennial anniversary of his incumbency at 
Union Collie, in 1854, at least six hundred of his former stu- 
dents assembled from different parts of the country to greet 
him. A short time before his death he gave to the college 
property valued at $500,000. 

Union College, in 1816, although yet in its infancy, under 
the vigorous and wise management of Dr. Nott, was considered 
one of the most liberal and least sectarian of the colleges of 
that day. 

In fact it received its name " Union " from the co-operation 
of several religious denominations, among which were Episco- 
palians, Presbyterians and Baptists, and not from the union of 
states as might naturally be supposed. 

Established Feb. 25th, 1795, it received its first endowment 
from ninety-nine citizens of Albany, contributing $7,935, and 
two hundred and thirty-one citizens of Schenectady contributing 
$3,425, in all $11,360, a rather insignificant sum when compared 
with the great endowment of New York state's latest university, 
established by the munificence of the Hon. Ezra B. Cornell at 
Ithaca. 

This endowment was afterwards considerably increased, 
through the efforts of Gea Phillip Schuyler, but was still quite 
inadequate for the needs of the institution when Dr. Nott was 
elected president in 1804. 

Through his influence, however, a bill was passed in the state 
l^slature about 1805, authorizing the raising of funds for the 
benefit of the college, by lottery scheme, a mode common and 
unquestioned in those days, although now fallen into disrepute 
and unlawful This scheme was again resorted to in or about 
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1814; the funds then secured with other subscriptions and 
endowments had reached in 1822, $381,612. 

The college under Dr. Nott was conducted upon the parental 
system rather than by rigidly conventional rules. 

While a good disciplinarian, the doctor always believed in 
giving an erring student another chance, provided he showed 
the least sign of repentance or regret for his folly. 

To this kindly element in the great preceptor's character, was 
undoubtedly due the fact that many a young man was encour- 
aged to better aims, where the opposite course would have 
resulted very differently and left him to struggle under the dis- 
grace of college expulsion. 

Young Seward, for now he was so known, was at this time, 
under sized, pale, and delicate, with red hair and sandy com- 
plexion, his appearance being that of a boy even younger than 
he really was. His examinations however showed how well he 
had prepared himself for the task before him. 

It was found that he was fully qualified to enter as a junior. 
It was however decided that on account of his youth, he should 
enter in the second or sophomore class in order that he might 
gain longer experience from college life. 

His trip from his home to Schenectady was made by steam- 
boat on the Hudson river from Newburg to Albany, and 
although it was more than ten years since the first steamboat had 
commenced to ply upon the Hudson, this was the first one he 
had ever seen. Of it he says : 

"What a magnificent palace! What prodigy of power! 
What luxury of entertainment I What dazzling and costly 
lights!" 

Here he first saw Chancellor Kent, whom he described at the 
time as a short, thick set, cherry cheeked man, not at all like 
the great judge, whom his fancy had pictured. 

When years afterwards the great chancellor had lost his office 
and its dignity he told Mr. Seward that he never experienced 
any disappointment worth grieving over, saying : 
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"A gentleman wants only a clean shirt and a shilling every 
day, and I have never been without them." 

Seward's trip to Albany was full of interest in many ways 
for him, among which he mentions that the fare was only eight 
dollars. I believe the fare is now seventy-five cents. 

Of Albany, as it appeared to him the first time, he said : 
" Have I ever seen in after life a city half so vast, so splendid ? 
Not Paris ! Not Constantinople ! inspired me with so much awa 
And then the figure of blind justice with her sword and scales, 
that surmounted the little red stone capital. What patriotic 
pride it inspired." 

This building has long since given place to the new and 
magnificent structure which now crowns Capitol Hill, the most 
elaborate, expensive state building in this country. The popu- 
lation of the city at that time was less than 15,000. 

Arrived at Schenectady, after a seventeen mile stage journey 
from Albany, he alighted on the bank of the Mohawk river, 
which at that time was navigated by flat boats, used for freight- 
ing purposes, neither railway nor canal being then in existence. 

The passengers who continued on to Utica by the same line 
might well quote Campbell's verses, 

•* From break of day to set of sun 
I see the mighty Mohawk run." 

After breakfast at Givens^s Hotel, a public house still main- 
tained and now in full view of the passing trains of the New 
York Central rail road, he repaired to the college where a new 
life as it were, commenced to open for the country school-boy. 
One of his biographers thus refers to his college life : 

" The college career of young Seward as related by his con- 
temporaries, gave brilliant indication of the rare qualities for 
which he has long since become distinguished 

The traits of the future legislator and statesman, were fore- 
shadowed in the character of the modest youth during his 
period of academic retirement; even then he displayed the 
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manly originality of conception, the sturdy independence of 
purpose, the firm adherence to his convictions of right, the 
intrepid assertion of high moral principles, the careful examina- 
tion of a cause before appearing in its defence, the sympathy 
with the weak and oppressed, and intellectual vigilance and 
assiduity in the pursuit of the truth, which have formed such a 
conspicuous and admirable feature in his public career." 

While at Schenectady his favorite studies were moral philos- 
ophy, rhetoric and the ancient classics, but he seems to have 
devoted himself with equal energy to the several other branches 
which were taught in the collie at the time. 

Like other boys, he had many trials and curious experiences 
at college, one of the first being the ridicule which his awkward 
carriage and home-spun sheep's gray clothing evoked from his 
fellow studenta 

He also found that his composition was confused and unsat- 
isfactory, having had but little practice in that direction, also that 
his elocution was poor, and that a measured drawl in his delivery 
excited laughter and unfavorable comment Diligent applica- 
cation, however overcame these defects, and as others were from 
time to time discovered, he set himself resolutely at work to 
correct them. Among other collie incidents, Mr. Seward used 
frequently to relate how he first made the personal acquaintance 
of the Eev. Dr. Nott under peculiar circumstancea 

His tutor in Homer had so rotated the lessons, that each 
individual in the class knew pretty well when and what he 
would be called upon to recita Most of the class took advan- 
tage of this, and prepared only for what was expected 

The tutor finally discovered this, and without any notice to 
the class of a change in previous mode of procedure, called 
upon the man the next to Seward to recite an unexpected part 
of the lesson. He applied to Seward to help him out of the 
emergency, and was advised to answer, " not prepared " but the 
student made the attempt and failed ignominiously. Others 
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'Were similarly called and each by agreement responded "not 
prepared." 

Seward came next and as he knew the whole lesson perfectly 
he could not say with truthfulness " not prepared " as his class- 
mates had done; so he answered instead "I decline to recite 
today." This was taken by the tutor as an act of insubordina- 
tion, for which he was asked to apologize ; he declined to do so. 
On the following day, although he attended with his qlass 
his name was not called and the next day he had the same 
experience. This, without further explanation, he took to mean 
that he was dropped from the class, and he left the college tak- 
ing up his quarters in the town. After two weeks Dr. Nott 
sent for him to come to his study, asking why he was absent 

Seward told him the facts truthfully as they occurred. 

" Why then did you not come back my son ?" " Because the 
tutor requires me to apologize." 

"Then why do you not apologize?" "Because the tutor 
did me the first wrong and ought to apologize first" 

"If the tutor should apologize to you, would you apologize 
to him ?" " Oh yes, I am quite convinced that I was wrong, 
but he was wrong before me." 

" Well then, my son, suppose I should apologize for him, 
would you apologize to me for his benefit?" " Certainly." 

"Well then," said Dr. Nott gravely, " I do say that I think 
the tutor would have acted more wisely in telling the class that 
he had discovered the erroneous practice into which it had 
fallen, and appealed to them as gentlemen to correct it" 

" Well then," said Seward, " I confess that it would have 
been better and more becoming in me, to recite my lesson with 
an explanation of my sense of the grievance of the class." 

" Now my son," replied the Doctor, " Go to your room, resume 
your studies, and reflect upon this incident, whenever you are 
tempted to stand upon the punctilio of anyone," 

In his junior year, the Phi Beta Kappa society which then 
had chapters at Harvard, Yale and Dartmouth determined to 
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establish a chapter at Union also, and that its membership should 
be conferred on those of the junior class who excelled in 
scholarship. 

Of this he says, " Ought I not to be ambitious to have my 
name enrolled in a society of which DeWitt Clinton, Chancellor 
Kent and the Eev. Dr. Nott were members ; would it not be a 
disgrace to be left out ? So I determined to make the trial," which 
he did, and was successful His badge of this society, a flat gold 
key, is still among the family relica 

At the age of eighteen in the year 1819 he made his first 
political speech in behalf of the Republican students of Union 
College, welcoming to Schenectady, Daniel D. Tompkins, then 
Vice-President of the United States and at the time candidate 
for the governorship of the state of New York. 

The speech was prepared with great pains, but seems to have 
been of little avail as DeWitt Clinton was re-elected governor 
instead of Tompkin& 

One of the newspapers of that day said of Seward's maiden 
political effort : '^ His speech was so much above the common 
run of political harangues as to excite general interest, and 
Tompkins* friends will remember the fervent kindness with 
which he spoke of the eloquent and generous effort of his youth- 
ful champioa" 

During the first term of his senior year in 1818, an episode 
occurred in his life which, aside from any other of its aspects, 
perhaps had a material effect in establishing his strong anti-slav- 
ery viewa 

A financial misunderstanding with his father, who flatly 
refused to pay his tailor bill and some other small expenses 
which young Seward had deemed it absolutely necessary to 
incur to maintain his appearance of respectability among his 
class-mates, brought on a crisia 

The whole amount involved was not large, in fact less than 
one hundred dollars, but his father was not to be persuaded to 
liquidate the bill, sajing that home-spun clothes were good 
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enough ftt home and therefore ought to be at Union College, and 
as for society dues which made up the balance of the debt, he 
did not propose to encourage them and therefore would not pay. 

Smarting under the disgrace of debts which he had no means 
to liquidate, young Seward decided at once upon independence 
and an effort to earn his own living. 

On the first of January, 1819, he left the college secretly in 
company with a class-mate, who was going to Georgia to take 
charge of an academy. Passing through Newburgh with great 
care to avoid recognition from his own or his father's friends, 
he went to New York and immediately embarked upon the 
schooner for Savannah. The schooner was not to sail for two 
or three days, and although he was naturally desirous to see 
some of the sights of the great city which were wholly new to 
him, he deemed it more prudent to avoid possible recognition, 
by remaining on board in the cabin until the vessel sailed. He 
arrived at Savannah after a long and tedious voyage and went 
thence by stage to Augusta, the destination of his companion. 

Seward now found that he had but nine shillings and six 
pence, left In the meantime he had learned of a new academy 
about being established in Putnam county, Qa., which was in 
want of a principal He immediately determined to apply for 
the place, and traveled thirty miles on foot to reach his destin- 
ation. 

His application after due consideration and examination as to 
his qualifications, was successful and he was appointed principal 
of the new academy, soon to be opened, at a salary of $800, 
out of which he was to pay $100 for board. Here was his 
opportunity to earn an independent living and pay off his har- 
assing debt, and he joyfully closed an engagement with the 
trustees for one year. 

His father had now learned his address and wrote urging him 
to return to college, offering to pay his fare back but making 
no proposition to liquidate his debta 
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Seward replied in a respectfal letter declining the proposition, 
and at the same time forwarded a local newspaper containing a 
flattering account of the new school and its principal. This 
brought back an indignant letter to the president of the acad- 
emy saying that their principal was a minor and that he should 
prosecute him and the trustees if they continued to harbor his 
truant son, and demanded his immediate discharge from the 
situation. The letter was quietly and kindly shown to young 
Seward who at once explained the situation frankly to the 
president, who thereupon decided to take no notice whatsoever 
of the letter or threat of the elder Seward 

The academy was opened and successfully conducted for six 
montha Continued appeals from his family and especially 
from his mother for his return, finally induced him to recon- 
sider his determination to remain. 

Discussing the matter with the trustee and his kind friend 
the president, he proposed to bring from Union College a suc- 
cessor, who if found in every way satisfactory should take his 
place. This was agreed to, and in due time a Mr. Woodruff 
arrived, was accepted and installed Seward being thus honor- 
ably relieved started homeward in the summer of 1819. 

While in the south he had an excellent opportunity to view in 
its different aspects the system of African slavery, and at once 
became firmly convinced of its injustice, an impression which 
grew deeper and stronger in his mind from that time forward. 

One of his adventures while traveling in the interior of 
Georgia has been thus related : 

'* One day, approaching a rapid stream, spanned by a dilapi* 
dated bridge that was almost impassable, he forded the river 
with no little difficulty and met on the opposite side a negro 
woman with an old, blind and worn out horse bearing a bag of 
corn to mill The poor slave was in tears and manifested great 
distress of mind, was afraid to venture on the bridge and the 
stream seemed too rapid and violent for the strength of her 
horse. She was reluctant to return to her master without ful- 
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filling her errand, being fearful of punishment The heart of 
the yoang northerner was moved. 

He went to her assistance and attempted to lead the horse 
across the bridge, but the wretched beast was not equal to the 
effort, he made a false step, falling through, became wedged 
among the plank and timber. Seward tried in vain to extricate 
him, but despairing of success, he mounted his own horse, rode 
to the master's residence, informed him of the accident, and 
attempted to excuse the slave. In return for his kindness he 
was met with a volley of imprecations on himself, the slave, the 
horse, the bridge and all parties and things concerned." 

His disgust at this adventure taught him a lesson of wisdom 
which he never forgot 

On his return home, it was thought best that he should go 
back to Union College and join the senior class of that year at 
the same stage at which he left his own class the year previoua 
He had already found that his father was still as obdurate and 
unrelenting about the payment of his collie bills as before, so 
he looked about to see how he could best occupy the interven- 
ing six months before joining his class, and at the same time 
earn a little money. 

He entered an attorney's oflSce at Goshen and studied dili- 
gently the elementary books of law. 

He now began the process of liquidating his old debts by 
earning fees as an advocate in justice's court, and applying the 
money received to that purposa 

He returned to college in 1820, and entered the senior class 
with all the enthusiastic energy he had displayed before leaving 
the year previous. 

His complete success under the embarrassing circumstances 
which surrounded his return and re-admission, showed conclu- 
sively his force of character, his ability to triumph over adverse 
circumstances and to be able to regain and hold his influence 
among his associate& During this part of his senior year, there 
happened at Union a political division among the members of 



42 . A SKBTCH OF THE LIFE OF 

the PbilomatheaD sooiety which resulted in the withdrawal 
from it, of some thirty of the southern students, and an attempt 
on their part to form another society. 

Party strife ran high and their right of secession became the 
issue which was put upon trial. 

Seward, from his acknowledged fairness, was chosen umpira 
After hearing both sides patiently, he decided against the 
secedera The union of the old society (to which he did not 
belong) was maintained, but the discontent of the defeated 
southerners was not appeased, and they sought revenge upon 
him by fomenting a strong opposition against him in his own 
society, the Adelphic. Of this he says : 

"They caused me to be indicted and arraigned for some 
offense against the institution, the nature of which I do not 
remember, but the punishment for which was expulsioa 

The college honors, whatever they might be, lay beyond that 
preliminary trial ; I appeared and met the charges with such 
proofs as I could command, I spoke alone in self- defence, and 
when I closed, asserted that I did not know the opinion of any 
member, that even if the decision was one of expulsion, I 
should never inquire how any member cast his vote/ and that I 
disdained the advantage of hearing the summing up of my 
accusers, as well as the debate preliminary to the final vote. 
With this speech I left the chamber. 

An hour or two afterwards there was a rush of generous 
young men into the ante-chamber, where I sat waiting, who 
informed me that I had been triumphantly acquitted." 

Seward, as a member of the Adelphic society, was at all 
times ardent and zealous of its support In 1820, his closing 
year, the commencement orators were to be appointed from this 
society. 

These appointments were looked upon at the time, as one of 
the highest college honors. After an earnest canvass, main- 
tained for several weeks, Seward by reason of his acknowledged 
eloquence and scholarship was one of those selected. 
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The subject of his oration was, "The Integrity of the 
American Union." It was spoken of as a chaste manly address 
with vigorous patriotic feeling, which called forth much com- 
mendation in the college and in the newspapers. 

In July 1820, Seward graduated among the most distin- 
guished scholars in his class and shared his academic honors 
with several, who afterwards arose to eminence in literary and 
other walks of Ufa The relations between him and the Bev. 
Dr. Nott, as before mentioned, had during his academic course 
become very cordial and soon thereafter grew into an aflEection- 
ate confidence, which led Seward to consult his friend frequently 
in after life upon matters of public or political interest He 
was wont to say, "If Dr. Nott approves, I feel absolutely con- 
firmed that the measure is right" 

Seward always remembered his early college attachments and 
seldom if ever, forgot a friend of his youth. His fidelity to 
associates was sincere and lasting; a friendship once formed 
was never afterwards broken by him. 

Immediately after his graduation he returned to the little law 
office of John Duer in Goshen, where he remained about a 
year. 

He then entered the office of John Anthon, in Beekman 
street, New York. While there he devoted himself especially 
to works on practice, one of which Mr. Anthon had just 
written. 

He entered a society of young lawyers called the " Forum " 
where cases were tried in mock court, thus gaining experience 
which he soon found useful in real practice. Here he had 
evidence as he had had before at Union College that his elocu- 
tion was defective, due perhaps in part, to catarrhal trouble, 
and in part to embarrassment But whatever the cause, he 
saw that it must be overcome and worked diligently to accom- 
plish that end, an effort in which, he in the main succeeded. 
He thus told of this embarrassment : " When I delivered my 
addresses in the public meetings of the ' Forum ' I found that 
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applause accorded to my associates, was denied to me ; this was 
discouraging, and made me even doubt my ability as a writer. 

A fellow law student, who afterwards attained great distinc- 
tion as a divine, always carried away the audience by his dec- 
lamations in the debates. He assured me that my essaya which 
fell upon the audience with much less effect, were superior in 
merit to his own and generously offered me a chance for a 
triaL He wrote and gave me the best essay he could produce, 
and 1, in exchange gave him one of mina I pronounced his 
speech as well as I could, but it did not take at all He fol- 
lowed with my speech and I think Broadway overheard the 
clamorous applause which arose on that occasion in Washing- 
ton halL" 

While here he retained the habit of early rising and faithful 
application to study, which he had practiced during his college 
life ; he thereby completely mastered every elementary work 
put into his hands making a written analysis of each. 

In the spring of 1822 he returned to Goshen and entered 
into a limited partnership with Ogden Hoffman, then an elo- 
quent advocata Though not yet admitted he could practice 
in the justice's court, and make himself generally useful in the 
office. This partnership continued for six months, and the 
money received therefrom was applied to liquidate in part, 
small college debts, and in part to maintain his position in 
society. 

During this time he attempted to acquire some of the more 
polite accomplishmenta A music teacher was engaged to 
instruct him in singing, but gave up in despair after the second 
lesson. The dancing-master was but little more successful, 
informing him that he was too awkward to execute even the 
preliminary position. 

The French teacher had better succes and found him an apt 
scholar, but after going through the first two chapters of St 
John's gospel, Seward found that it withdrew from him too 
much of the time that was required for the study of '' Coke on 
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Lyttleton,'^ and " Lilly's Entries," and therefore postponed this 
acoomplishment to a later day. 

In October, 1822, having fitted himself for admission to* the 
bar he closed the partnership of Hoffman & Seward, receiving 
as the balance due him from the firm sixty dollars. 

His father now furnished him means to visit Utica for the 
purpose of examination in the Supreme Court The sixty dol- 
lars he retained to enable him to explore the western part of 
the state, later with a view of locating there. 

He passed his l^al examination at Utica without difficulty, 
mentioning which, he said, '* Chief Justice Spencer won me to 
grateful and confiding friendship by the affectionate kindness 
with which he delivered to me the diploma for which I had 
lafbored so hard. 

The immediate incentive of « his desire to explore ' western 
New York may be perhaps explained by the fact that during 
the previous year his younger sister, then a pupil at Miss 
Willard's seminary in Troy, had brought home with her for a 
visit, a young classmate by the name of Frances Adeline Miller 
of Auburn, N. Y., lor whom he seems to have formed a decided 
partiality. 

At XJtica he took a packet boat on the Erie canal for a jour- 
ney of eighty miles to Weedsport, the landing place for 
Auburn. While at Auburn he was most hospitably received 
by Judge Elijah Miller, and soon after offered a partnership in 
his office, which he accepted. 

Another partnership which seeemd more advantageous was 
also tendered to him about this time, but declined because it 
involved his running into debt for a law library. Of this he 
wrote: 

'' I returned home to announce to my friends and parents that 
I had made that engagement, and on December 20th, 1822 
receiving fifty dollars from my father, with the assurance of his 
constant expectation that I should come back all too soon, I 
took leave of my native home and arrived at Auburn by stage- 
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coaoh, through the southern tier of counties, on Christmas 
morning. 

His partnership with Judge Miller began January let, 182S, 
and in it the judge generously stipulated that if Seward's share 
of the earnings fell short of $500 during the first year, he, the 
judge, would make that amount good to him. Much to the 
gratification of both, however, his share exceeded that amount 

It was the custom of that time for the younger members of 
the bar to employ their elder brethren to try their cases in 
court, and it was said of Mr. Seward that he shocked the bar, 
almost from his first advent, by trying all of his own cases, 
where the rules of the courts permitted. 

This course seems to have cost him a great effort, for he 
used afterward to say, " Scarce anyone would believe me if I 
had told them that when I came to the responsibilities of a 
trial, or of an argument, I would have paid a larger sum to 
be relieved from them than the fees which I had before received 
or stipulated for." During Mr. Seward's first year in Auburn, 
he boarded with a widow by the name of Mra Brittan and 
lodged in the back room, which during the day served him as 
a counsel chamber. 

He soon acquired the warm esteem and confidence of Judge 
Miller, who gradually thereafter resigned most of the office 
business to hint 

The second year after his settlement in Auburn, when it 
became evident that he was well established in his business, he 
wrote to his father that he might give up all fear of his return- 
ing home to be a charge upon him, and invited both his parents 
to visit him that they might become better acquainted with his 
prosperity and future prospecta This invitation they accepted, 
and while here he planned and carried out for them a trip, by 
private conveyance, to Niagara Falls, accompanied by Judge 
Miller's family and Wilhelm Mynders of Seneca Falls. 

Near Bochester, then smaller than Auburn, they visited a 
suspension bridge which spanned the Genesee River just below 



THE LATE WILLIAK H. SEWARD. 47 

the falla This was, I believe, the first sospension bridge in our 
country, and is said to have fallen a year or two after, of its 
own weight 

Returning through the town, in one of its muddy streets, 
their coach suddenly broke down, precipitating them into the 
mud Of the rescue he said : 

" Among the crowd which quickly assembled, one taller and 
more elfective, while more deferential and sympathizing than the 
rest, lent the party his assistance. This was the beginning of 
my acquaintance with Thurlow Weed." 

On the twentieth of October, 1824, he was married in St. 
Peter's Church at Auburn, by the Rev. Mr. Sitgraves, to Fran- 
ces Adeline, the youngest daughter of Elijah Miller. He was 
then in his twenty-fourth year, and she nineteen. Judge Miller , 
gave his consent to their marriage only upon condition that his 
daughter should not leave home while he survived. Thus Mr. 
Seward became an inmate of Judge Miller's household, and the 
old family residence, still standing on South street, continued to 
be his home with occasional intervals of absence, for the next 
forty eight yeara 

The occupants of the old home at that time were Judge 
Elijah Miller, then a widower, his daughters, Frances Adeline 
and Lazette M., afterwards the wife of the Hon. Alva Worden, 
Judge Miller's mother, Mra Pauline Miller and Mr. Seward. 
These, as well as others mentioned in this paper, have since 
passed away. 

The old house, however, stands today, much as it did then, 
although now occupied by a succeeding generation. 

Here then Mr. Seward stands upon the threshold of his pub- 
lic life, and here we take leave of him tonight 

As we look for a moment through the now open door of his 
then future, we see a life of great activity diversified by many 
trials and many triumphs, but through all the vicissitudes, one 
who ever sought to be faithful to the principles of justice and 
humanity. 
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Mr, President and Oentlemen : 

Complying with your request, I am with you tonight to 
present, as best I may, ''The History of the Press of this 
County." 

But it is no easy task which you have assigned me, — ^for I 
have found it very difficult to collate HiaUrry^ which is a record 
of facts^ from the vague memories of individuals, or from frag- 
mentary data, widely scattered, and difficult of accesa 

Tradition, it is true, for thousands of years, was the main 
reliance of the historian, and the memory the chief depository 
of his facta Yet those facts were transmitted from generation 
to generation, by song and story, and other rude devices ; but 
so imperfectly, as to be unreliable — little better than legends, 
or fables. 

The memory of today, in the absence of records, has not 
even those imperfect aids — is not trained to the retention of 
facts, which rapidly escape it Many intelligent gentlemen, 
who, in former years were interested in our local press, now find 
themselves utterly unable to recall the events with which they 
were connected, with sufficient distinctness for our purpose; 
and, as many records have been destroyed by fire, or are other- 
wise lost to us, there are, therefore, many blanks left — all diffi- 
cult, and some impossible to fill 

I have sought materials for this paper from every available 
source ; and am indebted to the venerable Thomas M. Skinner 
for complete files of the Avhum Oazeiie, from 1816 to 1818, 
and of the Cayuga Bqmblican, from 1818 to 1833, inclusive — 
seventeen unbroken years — not a paper, nor a paragraph miss- 
ing—and the only complete files, extending over many years, 
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of any of oar older journals, which J have been able to find 
These very valuable papers have, I am glad to know, recently 
been placed in your collection ; also, to the following gentlemen 
for valuable notes on the press of their time, or for files of their 
journals, namely : Isaac S. Allen, Oscar F. Knapp, Wm, J. 
Moses, T. B. Barber, Kendrick Vail, Fred. W. Prince, A. B. 
Hamblin, J. M. Austin, Michael S. Myers, Henry A Hawes, 
and to various gentlemen in Moravia, Weedsport, Port Byron, 
Union Springs and Meridian, for notes upon the journals printed 
in their respective localities; also to the Histories of Auburn, 
by Henry Hall and K A Thomas, and to the Historical and 
Statistical Gazetteer of the State, by J. H. French. 

The Press History of this county embraces a period of 
seventy-nine years — beginning with 1798. Since then there 
have been established in it some sixty different journals, besides 
important book-publishing house& 

Hence you will see the inherent difficulties of the subject, 
and will, I hope, excuse any errors or omissions which may 
have been made. 

Hence, also, it must be obvious, that the noble object of this 
Society — that of rescuing from oblivion, while it was possible, 
important events in our local history — ^was not, in this case, 
undertaken any too soon. 

Before describing the several Newspaper and Book-publish- 
ing establishments of the county, I would ask your brief atten- 
tion to some general consideration, suggested by, and appro- 
priate to our subject, namely: What our Press Indicates; 
Influence of our Press ; The Press as a Mirror; and The Pre^ 
and Early Settlements. 

WHAT OUR PRESS INDICATEa 

The printing-press of this country is a fair index of the 
tastes and the intelligence and, also, of the progress of the peo- 
pla In no other age, nor in any other country have the pro- 
ductions of the press been so generally distributed among all the 
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people as in New England, and among their descendants in the 
Central and Western States. The axe and the plow of the 
pioneer were quickly followed by the school house and the 
church, and these by their just complement — the Printing- 
Pres& To read and to have something to read were Yankee 
birthrights, which have descended to their children wherever 
found. The circulation of our newspapers and magazines 
exceeds that of similar journals in the four great nations of 
Europe, namely : Great Britain, France, Germany and Italy, — 
a fact embodying in itself a most expressive commentary. 

Our printing press not only indicates the culture — the literary 
tastes of the people — but also, in an eminent degree, their 
mechanical and general material progress. Had we before us 
here, models of the different presses which, from time to time, 
have been used, since their first introduction into the country, 
it would furnish a most interesting museum of mechanical pro- 
gress. What a wide contrast between the rude press on which 
Benjamin Franklin learned and practiced his art, and the mar- 
velous perfection of the press of today, and, by extending the 
view, we should observe an equal contrast between the means 
and condition of our people then and now. 

Then, after a day of excessive toil by two strong men, 
stripped to their work as in athletic games, changing hourly 
from Balls to Lever, and from Lever to Balls, but a few hun- 
dred small sheets could be printed, and manual power only was 
employed. 

However, the little which the press could produce, met the 
• demands of the time— the existing wants of the people. But 
the wonderfully complex, delicately adjusted, yet powerful and 
rapidly operating press of today, flings off in a single hour, its 
score of thousands of mammoth sheets, printed on both sides, 
from continuous rolls of paper, separated into its proper sheets, 
and folded and directed ready for the mails — ^all by mechanism, 
working automatically, aided only by the slender liugers of 
delicate girls I 
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There is, therefore, more of fact than of fancy in the follow- 
ing stanza : 

*' Thus the prolific press, whose tablet, wrought 
By graphic genius, from his painted thought, 
Flings forth by millions, the prodigious birth, 
And, in a moment, stocks the astonished earth." 

But seventy-nine years ago it was not so. Steam then floated 
free and had not been made the servant of man ; nor had 
genius yet wrought out the skillful devices since employed, 
not only by the printer, but in most of the arts of life. Had 
they existed, they could not then have been used. The demand 
for them had not yet arisen. They could not have been borne 
thro' the forests, hundreds of miles, to the rude homes of the 
pioneers, nor used by them. Other things must precede — the 
steam engine, the railroad, a denser population and greater 
wealth. In due time they came, and necessities as they arose, 
were met by the needed appliances, until the wonderfully rapid 
productions of the modem press were rendered not only possi- 
ble but profitable. 

INFLUENCE OF OUR PRESa 

Our Press not only indicates the literary tastes and the 
mechanical and general material progress of our people, but it is 
also largely instrumental in farming and guiding public opinion 
— transcending in that respect, the influence both of the Pulpit 
and the Forum. In Great Britain, where their newspaper cir- 
culation, relatively to population, is not one-fourth of ours, 
their press is styled the " Fourth Estate of the Realm," — the 
other three being the lords spiritual, the lords temporal and the 
commona So rapid has been the growth of our Press, that 
instead of being, as is the press of Qreat Britian, the *' Fourth 
estate^^* it is really the first — no other agency in the country 
being of equal influence and potency. Please notice its won- 
derful growth. In 1840 — the year in which many of us voted 
for, or against General Harrison for the Presidency — we had 
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1,6S1 newspapers. Now we have over 7,000. Then their 
average anntud circulation was 195,000,000 copiea Now it is 
over 2,000,000,000, ten times greater than in 1840 1 An a'verage 
annual increase in circulation, for thirty-seven years of nearly 
thirty per cent I Nor is this all. In the size of the sheets, the 
qaality and variety of matter, in the style of letter-press and 
engravings, the change has been greater stilL This explains 
the source of the all-pervading influence of our presa In 
France, " Legitimacy " so dreads the influence of a free press, 
that she places it under the most rigid and cruel censorship. 
Even here, at times of peril, we have been led to restrict the 
free utterances of our presa Burke remarked in one of his 
terse sentences, '' Bead a newspaper a year and it will become 
your master." This, long ago, was said of the British press, 
and addressed to the British peopla It has with us even 
greater force, because of our more general use of newspapera 
With U5, the press is the great, all-encompassing band, which 
binds and holds together the various organizations of the 
country, of whatever name, and wields over the members of 
the respective organizations, an influence and a power which 
may well be called " masterly." Each party and each sect, all 
associations of individuals, have their '' advocates " and "organs," 
to which they become very closely attached, and by which they 
are, in a large degree, controlled. 

THE PRESS AS A HIRROa 

The press is not only largely instrumental in forming and 
guiding public opinion, but it mirrors forth^ day by day, the 
very elements and details of the social, business, political and 
religious life of the people everywhere, as no other agency 
ever has done. Its two great adjuncts are the telegraph and 
phonography. The telegraph masses the whole civilized world 
into a single auditory, and, by the aid of phonography and the 
press, daily addresses the warJdHs inhabitants I^ The prominent 
events of the five grand divisions of the globe are thus daily 
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laid hetore tu, the news outstripping the earth's diamal motion, 
which exceeds one thousand miles per hour ! A daily recarring 
marrell 

Society as ii is, thronghoat the world, by the aid of the 
omnipresent correspondent, is thus daily transferred to the 
enduring page, which will, if preserved, be referred to by 
succeeding generations with more and more interest the farther 
they advance from u& That consideration should induce us to 
carefully collect, and securely to preserve, not only our own 
newspapers, but, at least, one complete file of a leading city 
journal 

Greater value and interest would be given to such collections, 
if, at stated periods, say once each decade, and while the facts 
could be ascertained, concise papers were collated, embodying 
a brief history of the journals and books published, with 
incidents of the press, and brief notices of those who had been 
prominently connected therewith. 

THK PRESS AND XARLT SETTLEMENTS. 

It will be noticed that the first press brought into this country 
was but nine years after the first settler had fixed his home 
here. To appreciate the full significance of this fact, we should 
refiect, that settlements eighty-eight years ago, when the first 
settler came into the country, were not, and could not be, as 
rapidly made as now. Settlers then could not dart through 
the country at forty miles per hour ; but, as a rule, must either 
wend their way on foot, through dense forests, the abodes " of 
wild beasts and of wilder men," hundreds of miles, carrying 
their food in knapsacks, and their axes upon their shoulders, 
or, if bringing families, by the ploding aid of oxen, often cut- 
ting their own roads, fording streams and bridging swampa 

If then, in the face of such difficulties a sufficient population 
in nine years had gathered on the shore of Cayuga Lake to' 
justify the publication of a newspaper, do we not see in that 
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&ct ample reason why the descendants of such ancestors should 
love, and liberally sustain, as we know they do, institutions of 
learning ? 

The County of Cayuga in 1798, or of Onondaga, as it was 
then called, comprised, besides its present territory, the counties 
of Onondaga, Seneca, and a part of Tompkina The county 
business of this large region was, at first, transacted in barns 
and private houses, in what is now Onondaga County ; then for 
a short period at Levanna, in this county, and for several years 
after at Aurora. Hence, and because of the fertility of the 
soil, and the facility of transportation afforded by the lake, 
Levanna and Aurora became the centers around which the first 
settlers gathered, and in, or near which, the first newspapers 
were started. 

OUR NSWSPAPBR PRBSa 

John Delano, on the 20th of July, 1798, published the first 
number of the Levanna Gazette and Onondaga Advertiser, at 
Levanna, the first paper published in the State, west of Whites- 
town, with the exception of the Ontario Gazette, published the 
year previous, at Geneva. Perfect bound copies of the latter 
paper, from 1797, had been kept until a recent date, but, being 
stored in a wooden building, adjoining a carpenter shop and 
sash and blind factory, were destroyed by fire, thus blotting out, 
at once, the local records of about eighty years I I have also 
found several instances in this county where carefully arranged 
files of our local papers have been destroyed by fire. 

The second paper published in the county was the Western 
Luminary, at Watkins Settlement, now Scipioville, by Ebenezer 
Eaton, on March 24th, 1801. 

On the SOth day of April, 1806, the brothers Henry and 
James Pace, established the Aurora Gazette, at Aurora; but 
not succeeding, they removed their office here, and on the 7th 
of June, 1808, issued the first number of the Western Federalist, 
which they continued for eight yeara It was printed upon a 
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blue sheet, about the size of cap-paper, and very coarsely 
executecL 

The Paces were of English birth, with decided sympathies 
with the mother-coantry on the questions which led to the war 
of 1812. Their radical federal doctrines were not well received 
by many of their readera Yet, as their's was, for some time, the 
only local paper having the monopoly of l^al advertising, and 
printing their small sheet quite cheaply, they held the field, 
until, by the competition of the Cayuga Pairioi^ and the grow* 
ing unpopularity of Federalism, they were forced to yield to 
the Auburn QazetUy in 1816, a neutral paper, which will be 
noticed in its proper place. 

In March, 1799, the County of Cayuga was organized, and 
the agitation of the question began by removing the county 
business from Aurora. It was finally settled in 1806, by fixing 
it here. That decision changed the current of emigration and 
of business to the latter point, and the publishing enterprises 
outside of Auburn were soon abandoned. 

The fifth paper published in the county was the Cayuga 
Tocmiy at Union Springs, in 1812, by R T. Chamberlain. But 
business interests soon induced its transfer to Auburn. The 
Patriot^ being then well established, so held the field as to leave 
little chance for the success of another Democratic newspaper, 
and the Tocsin was soon discontinued. 

The sixth paper in the county was the Cayuga Patriot, first 
published by J. G. Hathaway, who was succeeded in 1814 by 
Samuel R Brown. It was politically opposed to the FederaUat^ 
advocating the doctrines of the party which sustained the war, 
supported Daniel D. Tompkins, in opposition to DeWitt Clin- 
ton, and was the organ here of the party of which Enos T. 
Throop was a leading representativa It was a small quarto, 
coarsely printed, but conducted with fair ability, and well 
received. It made such rapid inroads upon the field hitherto 
occupied by the Federalist, as, within two years, to compel its 
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discontinuance. Its ofiSce was over a wagon-maker's shop, near 
the river, on the west side of what is now Mechanic street A 
young man, who afterwards became one of the leading jour- 
nalists of the country — Thurlow Weed — worked here, and 
gives us a graphic sketch of the editor, his consort, and the 
village : 

"Nor shall we ever forget the upper story of a wagon- 
maker's shop, where the Cayuga Patriot was printed, for there 
we worked, and laughed and played away the winter of 1814. 
Samuel R Brown, who published the Patriot, was an honest, 
amiable, easy, slip-shod sort of a man, whose patient, good- 
natured wife was cut from the same piece." He adds that 
"Auburn was then a small village, without sidewalks, or a 
pavement, and, save Sackett's Harbor, the muddiest place we 
ever saw." Bichard Oliphant, then a lad, was a type-setter in 
this ofSce, and Mr. Weed compliments him for his skill and 
fidelity, which his after-life fully exemplified. 

James Beardsley published the Patriot in 1817; David 
Bumsey, father of the Supreme Court Judge of that name, in 
1819 ; and in that year U. F. Doubleday purchased the estab- 
lishment He had had some four years' previous experience 
as a publisher, and in his hands the paper prospered. He pub- 
lished it for eight years ; when, on April 1st, 1827, Isaac S. 
Allen became, with him, an equal partner, under the firm name 
of Doubleday & Allen. They published the paper for four and 
a half years, or until Sept 21, 1831, when, on Mr. Doubleday's 
election to congress, he transferred his interest in the paper to 
Mr. Allen. The latter continued the publication until Dec 30, 
1833, when Willett Lounsbury became a partner, under the 
firm name of Allen & Lounsbury, by whom the journal was 
published about nine and one-half years, and until Mr. Louns- 
bury's death, which occurred suddenly on May 18, 1843. Mr. 
Allen then purchased the interest which Mr. L. had held in the 
paper, and individually continued its publication until June 12, 
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1846. Mr. Doubleday was employed, at this time, to write, 
each week, the leading editorial, though then the Agent of the 
Auburn Prison. At the latter date Mr. D. became again the 
sole owner of the paper, Mr. Allen retiring. 

On Nov. 17, 1846, Mr. Doubleday, being about to remove to 
Illinois, transferred his interest in the Patriot to Henry A. 
Hawes and Henry M. Stone, who publis]}ed it under the firm 
of Hawes & Stone, until its consolidation with the Tocsin^ 
second, in June, 1847, the combined papers receiving the name 
of the Oaynga New Era. 

Ulysses F. Doubleday was, in many respects, a remarkable 
man. His mind was exact, mathematical, and closely analytic. 
We have had more ready and brilliant political writers than 
he, but few, if any, whose writings had more influence with 
their readers. He was regarded as one of the very few politi- 
cians who were careful of their facts, and frank and accurate in 
their expression. He died at Belvidere, IlL, March 11, 1866. 
A letter which he wrote to L S. Allen, in 1862, contained this 
paragraph: ''I have three sons, three grandsons, and one son- 
in-law in the service of my country." Abner, Ulysses and 
Thomas were the sons, two of whom held important commanda 
A patriotic record ! 

Willett Lounsbury was as marked and peculiar in his mental 
characteristics as was Mr. Doubleday. His mind was strong 
and accurate, rather than quick or brilliant He was no 
dissembler. His pen and his tongue gave true expression to 
his thoughts and opiniona He was bred to the profession of 
the law, the principles and theory of which he loved, but he 
was of too diffident and retiring a nature to fight his way to 
success in practical litigation. The quiet work of the editor 
was more congenial to him, and here he gradually won succesa 

Isaac S. Allen, though now in what is usually the winter of 
life, retains still much of its autumn vigor and fruitfulnesa 
His step is still elastic, his eye is not dimmed, and the linea- 
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ments of health and happiness are clearly defined in his 
features, and in every expression of voice and manner. He 
has been successful in business, has kept the even tenor of his 
way in *' the happy mean between the little and the great," and 
his last days give evident promise that they are to be his best 
daya 

Avbwm Qazette was issued in June, 1816, by Skinner k 
Crosby — Thoa M. Skinner and Wm. Crosby — Mr. Skinner 
being the manager and principal owner. He came here from 
New London, Conn. Frederick Prince, who had worked in the 
same office with Mr. Si, came on with him, and worked in his 
office here for many years. He had then just attained his 
majority. Between those gentlemen a close and life-long 
friendship has existed, and, I may add, that no one who could 
appreciate true worth and sterling personal merit could know 
them intimately and not be their friend. 

The OazeUe was ably and carefully conducted, and, for the 
time, neatly printed It was independent in politics, with a 
leaning toward the Clintonians, and so continued for two years, 
when its title was changed to the Cayuga Republican^ a decidedly 
Clintonian sheet The nominal publisher was Augustus Buck- 
ingham, an employee in the office, but who had no interest in 
the paper. His name was so used because he was free from 
any taint of Federalism, and as a measure of business and 
political policy. A few months later the name of Frederick 
Prince appeared as publisher, Mr. Skinner appearing only as 
printer^ though the sole owner and real publisher of the paper, 
Mr. Crosby being dead. The paper soon became a leading and 
thorough party organ, and secur^ for itself a liberal patronage. 
It was contioued by Mr. Skinner for fifteen years, under the 
title of Cayuga Republican^ when, in May, 1833, it was united 
with the Free Press, the new paper taking the name of the 
Avbum Journal and Advertiser^ published by Oliphant k Skin- 
ner — Henry Oliphant and T. M. Skinner — ^both experienced 
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and successful newspaper publishere. They continued its pub- 
lication for six years, when Mr. Skinner retired. 

The Cayuga Bepvblican Vas always a well conducted and 
printed journal, received w|th favor by its readers, and liberally 
patronized. Its editors were seldom announced, or publicly 
recognized. Richard L. Smith and G. A. Gamage are the only 
ones so made known. The latter gave to the paper, for one 
year, his entire time, and, while in his charge, it gave dear 
evidence of his erudition, his el^ance as a writer, and skill as 
a journalist. But original articles, except on the eve of 
elections, were not then common. The matter consisted mainly 
of extracts from the city papera Editorial and local depart- 
ments were not then regularly maintained. 

During the great agitation which the subject of Anti-Masonry 
produced in Central and Western New York, from 1827 to 
1887, this journal was the organ of the Anti- Masonic party, and 
so continued till its union with the Free Press, in 1838. At 
this time there were no regular book stores in the village, and 
Mr. Skinner, and later, U. F. Doubleday, maintained very 
creditable book and stationery stores, in connection with their 
newspapers. 

The Evangelical Becordei', a Religious Weekly Magazine, was 
started in January, 1818, by the Rev. Dirck C. Lansing, as 
Editor, printed by Thomas M. Skinner, and discontinued at the 
end of the first year for the want of patronaga 

In 1818 Henry C. Southwick issued here the Advocate of the 
People, and continued it for a short period only, the ground 
being then fully occupied by the Patriot and Repvhlicari, 

In the order of dates the Free Press was the next paper issued 
here, by Richard Oliphant, in 1824 He continued it for five 
years, and then sold it to his brother Henry, by whom it was 
continued four years, and in May, 1888, it was united, as stated, 
with the Ckxyuga BepvblicarL 

The Free Press was always a creditable and well managed 
journal, the largest in the state west of Albany, and the politi- 
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cal rival of the Patriot^ then the leading Democratic paper, and 
edited by that close thinker, cogent reasoner, and forcible 
writer, U. F. Doubleday, 

The Oospd Messenger was started in Anburn in 1827, by 
Eev. Jna C. Rudd, D. D., rector of St Peter's church, and for 
several years principal of the Auburn Academy. The Messenger 
was published weekly, and while primarily devoted to the 
Episcopal polity, was liberal to all secta It was very ably 
edited, Dr. Budd having been one of the clearest and most 
forcible of writers. The place of publication was first changed 
to Geneva, and thence to Utica. 

Of Dr. Budd your reader has very pleasant and grateful 
recollections, as his early instructor and friend, to whom he is 
more indebted for early mental guidance than to any — he had 
almost said, to all others. The doctor's library^ then the 
largest in the village, was for years his regular resort, and the 
genial reception always given him, and the wise counsel as to 
the selection and use of books, gave a direction to his reading, 
from the fanciful and fictitious, to the useful and substantial, 
that influenced his whole subsequent lifa Pardon this personal 
allusion, for I give it only as an instance of the great influence 
for good which a wise educator may have over youth, and as a 
deserved tribute to an eminently wise and good man. 

The Oospel Advocate wsLB commenced byDoubleday & Allen, 
Jan. 1st, 1828, Rev. L. S. Everitt, Universalist, editor ; 8 vo. 
form, semi-monthly, continued for three years. Rev. 0. A. 
Brownson was one of the contributors. 

The Diamond was commenced in 1880, and continued for a 
brief period only. 

In 1884 Frederick Prince started the Cayuga Democrat^ the 
first of a series of subsequent journals that bore the word 
" Democrat " as their prominent designation. It was, however, 
not a success, for in 1885 he started the Auburn Miscellany^ 
and in 1889 he became foreman of the Western Banner^ started 
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ID that year, with Francis 8. Wiggins editor, the printing office 
having been purchased of Mr. Prince. Subsequently, the name 
of the paper was changed to the Avhum Banner^ and in 1841 
it was sold to the Methodist Book Concern, in New York. 

Frederick Prince has had a long and an exceedingly varied 
experience, as printer and publisher, both here and elsewhere, 
a brief sketch of which may interest his many friends here, 
by whom he is pleasantly remembered. After spending five 
years with Mr. Skinner, he went to New York city, and started 
the Ladies^ Literary Cabinet, one of the editors of which was 
Samuel Woodworth, the author of " The Old Oaken Bucket" 
The CaJbinet was one of the first ladies' journals published in 
this country. It was merged, in 182S, in the K Y, Mirror^ and 
Mr. Prince came to Syracuse, established a job office, and also 
worked on the Syracuse Oazette. In 1827 he removed to 
Weedsport, and published for two years the Weedsport Advertiser^ 
following it, for six months, with a campaign paper, entitled 
the Northern Phoenix. He then started the Courier^ in Jordan, 
which he published for six montha Bemoving thence to 
Salina, which was then larger than Syracuse, he published, for 
a short period, the Salina Oourier. Beturning to Auburn, in 
1883, he started the Avhum Democrat, followed in 1835 by the 
Avhum Miscellany^ and in 1838 by the Avhum Daily News, the 
first daily paper published in the county, and continued it for 
seven mouths, with a brief subsequent revival. He sold his 
office, in 1844, to the proprietors of the Western Banner^ and 
became their foreman ; but soon removed to Port Byron, and 
established the Port Byron Herald, issuing it for two years; 
but continuing a job office there until 1849, when he closed his 
eventful career as printer, editor, author and publisher — the 
most eventful experience of any of the publishers of the 
county — and came here to reside. He was for many years 
clerk of the village, the second clerk under the city charter, 
and for several subsequent yeara As a writer, he inclined to 
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romance, and some of his stories were published in the Cabinet^ 
in 1822. His " Tales of Fort Hill " had a marked local celeb- 
rity, and have been again and again republished. 

Henry A. Hawes learned his trade in the office of the Banner^ 
and, on its sale, engaged with Mr. Oliphant, on the Advertufer^ 
the foreman then being O. F. Knapp, and Cornelius S. Under- 
wood was an employee. Mr. Hawes was subsequently employed 
on the Patriot and the Tocsin^ and in the book-publishing house 
of Derby, Miller & Co. He was partner of H. M. Stone, in 
publishing the Democrat; also of Stone, Hawes & Co., in pub- 
lishing the New JEra, and is now on the Syracuse Courier. 

Cornelius S. Underwood was for many years prominent 
amongst the printers of Auburn, in the capacities of journey- 
man, foreman and proof-reader. In the latter capacity he had 
few equala His perceptions were quick and accurate, and his 
knowledge of his art complete. He held that position for 
several years in the book-publishing house of Derby, Miller k 
Co., and afterwards held various civil and military positions. 

T. B. Barber learned his trade in the office of Henry Oliphant 
and learned it so well, that it will be no disparagement to his 
brethren in the craft to say that few, if any of- them, can show 
as many neat specimens of workmanship as have come from 
his hands, in the various offices in which his artistic skill has 
been manifested. His were the aptitudes of the artist, with 
which but few are favored, and his true employment would 
have been that of the designer or engraver. 

The Primitive Christian^ by Eev. Silas R Shepard, Disciple, 
was commenced in 1885, and continued for six years. It was 
devoted to the advocacy of the religious views of that sect 
Nearly a full year's issue is devoted to a discussion of their 
respective beliefs, by the editor and the Eev. G. W. Mont- 
gomery, which is very interesting. 

The Chronicles^ by Ezra, the Scribe, were published here at 
this time, but their author and publishers were kept secret 
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They were ingeniously and forcibly written, and very severe 
upon the alleged barbarities of the officers of the Auburn 
Prison. The excitement was so great and general as to change 
the party politics of the county. Libel suits grew out of it 
without discovering who wrote them. Now, after more than 
forty years, it turns out that they were written by Rev. Silas 
E. Shepard, the then editor of the Primitive Christian, This ia 
no doubt authentic, as it appears in a full biographical notice 
of him, published at Troy, Pa., after his death, which occurred 
there on the 18th of October last 

The People's Library was started in 18S6 by Francis S. 
Wiggins, but was soon discontinued. 

The Conference Record was begun here by Rev. J. S, Chamber- 
lain in 1837. 

On April 5, 1889, the Cayuga Tocsin^ Second, was started, and 
became the organ of the *' Free Soil " or " Barnburner " divis- 
ion of the Democratic party, the Patriot being the organ of the 
conservative or "Old Hunker" division, distinctions which 
were kept up until 1847, when a partial trace was made, and 
the two papers were united, under the title of the Cayuga New 
Era. 

The "Tocsin" was first published by Miller and Hina 
Gelem Hine had published the Genoa Spy, and the materials 
of that office were carted here and used in the Tocsin offica 
The paper was next published by Miller & Stowe, and after- 
ward by Merrill & HoUet, T. Y. How, editor. It was a wide- 
awake journal, and the political sparring between it and the 
Advertiser and the Patriot, was sharp and severe. 

The Northern Advocate, Methodist Episcopal, was started by 
Rev. Jna K Robie, in April, 1841, with Reva P. G. Hibbard 
and William Hosmer editors. It was continued as a private 
enterprise until May, 1844, when it was purchased by the 
Methodist General Conference, and continued here as the 
Northern Christian Advocate for twenty-eight years, under the 
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following editors : Eov. Nelson Rounds, from '44 to '48 — four 
years; Rev. Wm. Hosmer, from '48 to '56 — eight years; Rev. 
F. G. Hibbard, from '56 to '60— four years; Rev. Isaac S. 
Bingham, from '60 to '64 — four years ; and from '64 to '75 by 
Rev. D. D. Lore, D. D. ^-eleven years, and until his death 
The paper, however, was removed to Syraeuse in 1872, three 
years before that event, on the establishment of the Methodist 
University there. While published here, the work was exe- 
cuted by William J. Moses, who was the agent and business 
manager of the paper. The Advocate has always been a very 
successful enterprise. 

The Star of Temperance, was started by L. W. Dewey, in 
1845, and removed to Rochester, about 1848, leaving an open- 
ing for the Cayuga Chief, which soon followed. 

The Avium Journal and Advertiser, weekly, was, as stated, 
first issued here in May, 1838. In March, 1846, Mr. Oliphant 
issued the weekly under the title of the Avium Journal, and 
commenced a daily under that of the Auburn Daily Advertiser^ 
the latter the second daily paper printed here. 

The telegraph wires were brought into Auburn in May, 1846, 
and wrought a marvellous change in the transmission and pub- 
lication of news. Hitherto, from one to two days had been 
required for the receipt of news from the sea coast, which now 
was instantly transmitted ; and at business centers a daily 
journal became a necessity. 

The Cayuga Tocsin therefore, quickly followed the Advertiser 
in issuing a daily paper. Both those papers had anticipated 
the completion of the telegraph to this point, by receiving their 
dispatches by mail, first from Utica, and then from Syracuse, 
as the tel^raph was extended to those cities. 

The era of local newspaper progress, at interior business 
centers, really dates from the completion of the telegraph, tor 
the latest news was indispensable to the man of business, and 
interesting to all — a demand which could be met only by the 
daily presa 
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On Sept 14, 1846, Mr. Oliphant, whose health had failed, 
sold his papers to Henry Montgomery, by whom they were 
published until May 26th, 1848. The latter did not make the 
enterprise a financial success, but made an assignment to Chas. 
T. Ferris. Mr. Ferris subsequently bought the establishment, 
and published the papers until August 22d, 1849. He then 
sold to Geo. W. Peck, Oscar F. Knapp taking a one-half inter- 
est therein, Mr. Peck and Mr. Montgomery editors; and Mr. 
Knapp business manager, the firm being Knapp & Peck 
Afterwards Mr. Peck became the editor-in-chief. That arrange- 
ment has since continued, the former gentlemen, in later years, 
being aided by his son Horace J., and the latter by his two 
sons, Henry D. and George R 

B. F. Hall and his son, Henry, and Jacob R How have been 
prominently connected with its editorial departments, and Chas. 
A. Caulkins was for some nine years its city editor. 

This paper has now been published by the same parties for 
twenty-eight years, and has been signally prosperoua It can 
justly claim the longest individual ownership of any paper in 
the county. This is largely owing to the marked industry and 
economy of its management, aided by the concurrence of very 
favorable circumstances, as the sole organ, for the most part of 
the party largely in the ascendant here, and the consequent 
possession of its general, as well as its political, official and 
personal patronaga It holds a prominent place among the 
larger and more influential journals in the interior cities of the 
Stata 

George W. Peck, from eighteen to twenty -two years of age, 
was employed as an apprentice and compositor on the Quincy^ 
111 Herald ; for about three years on the St Louis Daily Repvih 
licauj as a compositor. He was next engaged for one year on 
the Cortland Co,, K Y. Whig, and coming thence to Auburn 
worked here, in turn, for Henry Oliphant and Henry Mont- 
gomery, on the Advertiser. He was next employed in the 
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editorial department of the Lockport Daily Courier, and on 
August 22d, 1849, be bought the Advertiser, as stated. During 
the current year his health failed, and his disease — hemerrhoids 
and nervous dyspepsia — induced manifest and repeated instances 
of mental derangement, with an impulse to self-destruction, 
which he finally eiFected, in his own library, on the 28th day of 
July last, by a pistol-shot through the brain. 

Kendrick Vail took his first lessons in his art in the office of 
the Advertiser, under Montgomery, and has devoted thereto his 
subsequent life, in the various capacities incident to the busi- 
ness, as compositor, foreman, proof-reader, pressman, editor and 
publisher; understanding practically and thoroughly all the 
departments of the business, whether of book, or newspaper 
publishing. He had the principal charge of the press room in 
the publishing house of Derby, Miller & Co., was one of the 
publishers of the Daily and Weekly Union, and is now business 
manager of the firm of K. Vail & Co., publishers of the Avium 
Daily Bulletin, which will be hereinafter noticed. 

Andrew Shuman, then sixteen years of age, began his second 
year's apprenticeship with Montgomery on the Advertiser, in 
1846, and remained nearly three years. In 1848 he published, 
" on his own hook," a small weekly paper entitled The Auburn- 
ian, doing the work on overtima Kendrick Vail, a fellow 
apprentice, soon became partner, and their paper was a brisk 
and lively little sheet But it involved too much labor for the 
limited time of the young men, and they continued it for four 
months only. Young Shuman, though but eighteen years of 
iige, in 1849 formed a partnership with T. W. & Emma Brown, 
in publishing the Cayuga Chief, and continued it for one year. 
Feeling the need of a more thorough culture, he spent the 
ensuing two years at the Clinton Liberal Institute, fitting him 
self for college, and entered Hamilton in 1851. While there 
he made the most of his time and his vacations, even, were 
Bpent here in writing for the Advertiser, In 1858 he was 
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offered the position of editor of the Syracuse Daily Journal, 
which he accepted and creditably filled for three and a half 
years, going thence to Chicago to accept the editorship of the 
Chicago Evening Journal He has now held the latter posi- 
tion for about twenty years, clearly indicating his success in 
journalism. In politics he has been equally conspicuous and 
successful He was State Penitentiary Commissioner of Illinois 
from 1865 to 1871, and is now in the first year of a four years' 
term as Lieutenant Governor of that Stata He is now 47 
years of age, with a brilliant future before him. 

I introduce and elaborate this sketch to show what a self- 
reliant printer's apprentice can accomplish, by diligently em- 
ploying his talents, incited thereto by a resolute will to do and 
to be, what the more favored have done and are. 

The Cayuga New Era was started in June 22d, 1847, and 
published for nearly ten years. Merrill, Stone & Ca were the 
first publishers, and its editor was Thos Y. How. It was 
afterwards published successively by Stone, Hawes & Co., Finn 
& Hollett and Wm. L. Finn, and discontinued in 1857. 

Jno. S. Jenkins, an elegant and forcible writer, and the author 
of several valuable works which were published here, held for 
some time, the position of editor of this journal, and his arti- 
cles merited and received the marked attention, both of their 
local readers, and of the press of the country. 

The New Era was designed to heal the old divisions in the 
Democratic party on the question of slavery extension ; but 
time only widened the breach, and increased the bitterness of 
the contest which culminated in the formation of the Republi- 
can party, and in 1860 in the election of Lincoln, to be followed 
by the disastrous and terrible events of the ensuing four years. 

The Auburn Daily Bulletin^ the first of that name, was issued 
as a campaign journal in 1848, by Stone, Hawes & Co. 

Aviburris Favorite^ by N. P. Caulkins, in 1847 ; The Mixsonic 
Union, by Finley M. King in 1850, a few monthly numbers 
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only were issued ; The Spiritudl and Moral Instructor in 1851 ; 
The Farmer and Mechanic in 1856, changed in 1857 to The 
Teacher's Educational Journal^ both by P. B. Becker ; and the 
Spiritual Clarion in 1857 ; were unsuccessful experiments, and 
of little public importanca 

The Cayuga Chiefs owned, edited and published by Thurlow 
W. Brown, was an outspoken, original and vigorous temper- 
ance journal, commenced here January 4th, 1849, and continued 
for eight years, when it was removed to Wisconsin, and con- 
tinued there under the same ownership. Emma, sister of 
Thurlow W., was early associated with him in the literary and 
business management of the paper here, and so continued after 
its transfer to the West 

Thurlow W. Brown, and his sister Emma, were " peculiar 
people" They were independent and fearless in the advocacy 
of what they believed to be right They had decided talents, 
and great industry and perseverance. As serial writers they 
had few superiors, and Thurlow W. Brown was also an effective 
public speaker. He published a very readable volume on his 
favorite theme, "Temperance Tales and Hearth Stone Reveries." 

The Christian Amiassador was first established in New York 
city, as the successor of the Christian Messenger, on the 4th 
day of December, 1850, and Bev. J. M. Austin was appointed 
its editor. It was, however, removed to Auburn early in Jan- 
uary following, and conducted here for about twelve years, 
under the able supervision of the same editor. It was pub- 
lished in the interest of the New York Convention of Univer- 
salists, by a stock company. The enterprise was very successful 

The circulation rose to over 8,000 weekly, and gave the 
patrons great satisfaction. It earned, bought and paid for the 
entire stock, and the establishment was then turned over to the 
State convention, agreeably to the original plan, and the latter 
became its sole owners and publishers. At this time Mr. 
Austin resigned his position as editor, to accept that of pay- 



72 HISTORVr OP THE PRESS 

master in the army, which he held until the close of the war. 
Eev. T. J. Sawyer succeeded Mr. Austin as editor, and the 
Arribassador was removed to New York. 

The Avhum American^ daily and weekly, was issued by Wm. 
J. Moses, in February, 1855, and continued under that name 
until June 20, 1859, when its title was changed to the Auburn 
Daily and Weekly Unton^ Moses & Vail publishers. 

The " American " was the organ of the political party of 
that name, while the latter existed, and vigorously and ably 
advocated its principles. 

The " Union " was continued until March 6, 1861, when the 
papers were sold to Knapp & Peck, who, for a short period, 
issued their weekly under the title of the Auburn Journal and 
Weekly Union^ and their daily as the Advertiser and Union, 

B. F. Hall was chief editor of the "Union," and Chaa A. 
Warden city editor, and their departments were conducted with 
signal ability. Though Judge Hall has been the recognized 
editor of our journals here to a limited extent only, he has, 
nevertheless, performed much valuable work in that capacity, 
and has largely contributed to give interest and value to our 
local press. 

The Northern Independent was established in August, 1856, 
by Rev. Wm. Hosmer, aided by a Publication Committee of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, It had its origin in the anti- 
slavery zeal of its projectors, who regarded the regular church 
organs as too cautious and not sufficiently outspoken on the 
slavery question. It was vigorously conducted and well sup- 
ported, until the causes which gave it birth had ceased, when it 
was discontinued. 

Rev. Wm. Hosmer, its projector and principal editor, was 
for about twenty years prominently connected with our local 
press, in the capacities of editor and author. His convictions 
were earnest and sincere, and at all times plainly expressed. 
He was an " agitator and reformer " of no mean ability, and as 
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such always stood in the front ranks — boldly confronting the 
opponents of his opinions, and challenging their admiration by 
the firmness and consistency of his coursa Slavery and 
intemperance were especially obnoxious to him, and no one 
ever contended against them with greater zeal and energy. He 
has lived to see the former die ; but the latter will probably 
live, despite the efforts of philanthropists, while evil exists in 
the world. 

The Orphans^ Friend was first issued in August, 1857, more 
than twenty years aga It has always been, and still is, an 
effective advocate of the noble charity in aid of which it was 
established. It is edited by Mrs. J. W. Wilkie, and printed by 
Knapp & Peck. 

The Auburn Democrat, weekly, was started in August, 1857, 
by Stone, Hawes & Co., by whom it was continued about five 
years, and until Mr. Stone entered the army. The establish- 
ment was then transferred to Wm. S. Hawley, who issued the 
Spirit of the Times for about 18 montha Mr. Hawley also 
issued one number of a daily of the aoove title, but this enter- 
prise failing to receive proper encouragement was abandoned, 
as was his weekly. 

The People's Uniorij an advocate of political reform, was pub- 
lished during the local canvass of 1862, the contributors to 
which were Michael S. Myers, Warren T. Worden, C. L. 
Adams, and others. 

The McCleUan Banner was published during the political 
<5ampaign of 1864, by P. W. Rhodes and C. L. Adams. 

The Semi' Weekly Herald^ Democratic, was published in 1865, 
for about six months, by N. T. Hackstaff and G. R Bostwick. 

In September, 1868, another Democrat was issued by Chas. 
F. Durston & Co. The establishment, however, was the next 
year transferred to J. N. Bailey, who published it under that 
title for four years, when the paper was sold to Wm. J. Moses. 

The Auburn Morning News, daily and weekly, was first issued 
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here in July, 1868, by Dennis Brothers & Thome. Its editor- 
in-chief was WoL BL Barnes ; Charles A. Warden, city editor ; 
and Theodore BL Schenck literary editor. It was the advocate 
of Eepublican principles and conducted with energy and abil- 
ity. No expense was spared to give interest and value to the 
journal Its proprietors, however, were without experience as 
publishera The disbursements of the establishment were not 
justified by its receipts, and, after sacrificing largely, the papers 
were discontinued in January, 1871. 

The Auburn Daily Bulletin was started February 16, 1870* 
K Vail & Co., editors, publishers and proprietors. It was 
successful from the first, gaining promptly a large circulation, 
and by its frank, fair and liberal treatment of all subjects gave 
and continues to give general satisfaction. It is ably and vig- 
orously conducted and, neatly printed. It is independent in all 
thing?. Its local department is mainly in charge of Charles 
A. Caulkins, and is characterized by constant exhibitions of his 
original and peculiar genius in the description of local events. 
His style is emphatically his own, and is often remarkable for 
the flow, the rhythm and the alliteration of words, and in the 
quiet humor which they express. 

The Auburn Daily Nsws, Democratic, was started by the 
Auburn Printing Ca Wm. J. Moses, President; and H. 
Laurens Storke, Secretary and Treasurer, on July 16, 1872, 
and the Weekly News on August 12th of that year. They are 
the only Democratic papers in the county. The Daily News is 
a morning paper, and is a well conducted and printed journal. 
Its editor-in-chief is Wm. J. Moses, whose common sense and 
vigorous pen, is manifest in many of its editorials. As a 
writer he has few superiors anywhera For Saxon purity of 
style, clearness of conception and of statement his articles are 
often models. Without any useless verbiage or attempt at 
ornamentation, he presents his subject plainly, and the language 
clearly expresses the thought. 
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The Cayuga Cmmty Independent wa« issued February 8th, 
1874 J. N. Bailey & Co., publishers ; A. B. Hamblin, printer. 
It is a weekly, and is, as its name implies, independent in its 
treatment of men and things. 

The Avbum Daily Item was started in June last by Urban 
S. Benton & Co, G. H. Wheeler, editor. It is a small, four- 
column paper, devoted to advertising and local and general 
news, and is a brisk and spirited little sheet 

The " Item " was merged in the Evening Avhumian on the 
8th day of November last, and the page enlarged to five col- 
li ms. It is published by a stock company, of which BL N. 
Lockwood is president ; U. S. Benton, Secretary ; M. C. Cuy- 
kendall. Treasurer ; and A. W. Lawton, Chairman Executive 
Committee. The title of the company is the Avhumian Print- 
ing Association, 

OUR COUNTY PRESS. 

The history of our county press shows very frequent changes 
of ownership, largely owing to the unequal competition of 
metropolitan journala Their large and compact eight page 
sheets contain some ten times the matter of the average country 
weekly, and are furnished at much less price than that at which 
the latter can be aflEorded ; and they come free of postage, 
placing the latter at great disadvantage. 

Since 1827 the following papers have been published in the 
county, outside of Auburn, namely : 

IN PORT BYRON. 

The Part Byron Herald^ in 1844, by Frederick Prince. 

The Port Byron Gazette, in 1849, by Chas. T. White, con- 
tinued by him and his brother until 1860. It was then sold to 
B. W. Thompson. The latter sold to Wm. Hosford in 1861, 
who sold to Chas. Marsh in 1862, by whom the title was 
changed to the North Cayuga Times. 

The Port Byron Chronicle was started by Chas. T. White, in 
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October, 1871. In July it was sold to Edward Clarke, and in 
November, 1873, to Ransom & Johnson, Chas. K Johnson is 
now its sole owner and publisher. 

MORAVIA PRESa 

The Cayuga County Courier^ in October, 1868, by A. 0. 
Hicks, succeeded by his brother, A. J. Hicks, and in 1865 by 
W. M. Nickols. In March, 1867, by A. J. Hicks & A, H 
Livingston, In December following, A BL Livingston became 
the sole editor and owner. He continued its publication until 
Dea 81, 1870, having changed its name to the Moravia Courier. 
At the latter date M. K Kenyon became its sole owner and 
editor, and the title was changed to the Moravia Valley Register. 
He greatly improved both its literary and mechanical depart- 
ments, and that journal is now a good representative of the 
energy and thrift of the village of Moravia. 

The WeeMy Nsws^ by Uri Mulford, a small sheet, was started 
in January, 1872, removed here in 1875, and published for a 
few months in the interest of the Prohibition party. 

The Moravia Citizen, a religious, temperance and political 
sheet, begun by Rev. Chaa Ray in July, 1876, is still continued. 

MERIDIAN PRESS. 

The Meridian Sun, by Arthur White, in June, 1854, and 
the Meridian Advertiser one year later, each continuing about 
one year. 

WEEDSPORT PRESS, 

The Weedsport Advertiser, in 1827, by Fred'k Prince, changed 
to the Northern Phoenixj by the same publisher, in 1830. 

The Wsedyport Sentinel, in February, 1867, by John Gibbs & 
Son. Sold to S. D. Lee & Brother four years later ; and on 
October 12th, 1872, Geo. R Nash became the owner and pub- 
lisher. The latter, on February 10, 1874, transferred a one-half 
interest therein to J. B. Rogers, and the paper has since been 
published under the firm name of Gea R. Nash & Co. 
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The Cayuga Chiefs Second, was started on June 16, 1877, by 
H. D. Brown & Ca, publishers and proprietors. It is Indepen- 
dent, and claims to be 

** Pledj^ed to no party's arbitrary sway, 
"We follow troth, where'er she leads the way." 

UNION SPRINGS PRESS. 

The Cayuga Tocsin^ First, was started here in 1812, and has 
already been noticed. 

The Cayuga Telegraphy by William Clark, in 1850. 

The Union Springs Advertiser was commenced in April, 1865, 
by Jaa B. Hoff, editor, publisher and proprietor, who still con- 
tinues its publication. It is published weekly, is non-political, 
and is devoted to "Home — her institutions and interests." 

The Central New Yorker, started in April, 1865, by F. F. 
DeWolf, weekly, continued for about one year. 

OUR BOOK PRESa 

The firm which first took rank as general book-publishers 
here, was that of Derby, Miller Jt Co., organized in March, 1849, 
consisting of James C. Derby, Norman C. Miller, general part- 
ners, and James B. Thompson, special partner. 

In May, 1850, the firm was reorganized, Mr. Thompson retir- 
ing, and Elliot G. Storke, Edward Munson and Charles F. 
Coffin becoming members— the former actively connected with 
its business, the two latter as special partnera The firm, at 
diflEerent times, were interested with Geo. H. Derby & Co., 
Buffalo, and Prince, Orton & Miller, Geneva — Fred W. Prince 
and Wm. Orton. 

Another change was soon made by establishing their jobbing 
and retail store in Buffalo, and their manufactory hera The 
active partners in the Buffalo house were William Orton and 
Eugene Mulligan — the former has since been honored as the 
incumbent of important trusts conferred by the United States 
Government, and for many years and now as President of the 
Western Union Telegraph Ca, while the latter distinguished 
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himself as a swindler and miscreant, by whom the firm suffered 
a direct loss of over forty thousand dollars, and in the subse- 
quent sacrifice of his property, in 1857, caused by his misap- 
propriation of the company's funds, of another amount fully as 
great But he left his country for his country's good. 

James C. Derby, to whom we are largely indebted for the 
establishment of book-publishing here, was eminently fitted for 
special departments of that work, and he was fully supple- 
mented by Norman C. Miller in other divisions of it Mr. 
Derby, by his quick perceptions and fine social qualities, made 
many desirable acquaintances, and thus secured business ; while 
Mr. Miller by his orderly, careful and exact business habits, 
kept the accounting and manfacturing departments in excel- 
lent order, and successfully managed what soon became a large 
and flourishing businesa 

In 1853 Mr. Derby retired from the firm and established 
himself in New York, and is now with Appleton's. 

During its existence here the firm held the first rank, as 
general book-publishers, in the state, outside of the city of New 
York. 

ALDEN k MAREHAM— ALDEN, BEARDSLET k CO. 

The second book-publishing house established here, was that 
of Alden & Markham, in 1852. They at first used a single 
Adams' press only, but ultimately fitted up* very complete 
facilities for printing and binding a large number of books. 

The firm was soon reorganized by the admission of John E. 
Beardsley, when it took the name of Alden, Beardsley & Co. — 
David Foote and R. M. Wanzer were for a time members of 
the firm. Their business was continued for about six years, 
during which it became large and flourishing. — Their books 
consisted mainly of Family Bibles, in a great variety of styles, 
and of standard Historical, Biographical and Miscellaneous 
Works, of which large numbers were sold. T. B. Barber had 
charge of the press department of this housa As general 
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book-publishers, ibis firm held the second place in the state, 
west of New York City. 

These two publishing houses, during their continuance here, 
were important factors in the prosperity of the city, giving 
employment to many hands, directly, in their manufactories, 
and, incidentally, by consuming largely of the products of our 
paper mill, then an important interest here. 

LARGE SALES OF BOOKa 

From 1848 to 1856 the sale of books here and elsewhere was 
very large, and the book-publishing profitable. The commer- 
cial collapse of 1857, however, crushed, or greatly crippled, that 
interest throughout the country, closing out the establishments 
l^re, and, quite generally, elsewhera That interest did not 
recover from the depression until 1862, the second year of the 
war, when the vast government expenditures gave to it an 
impulse before unknown, continuing until 1873. 

During that period a remarkable change was wrought, both 
in the number and character of the books published, indicating 
a corresponding change in the reading habits of the people. 
Standard works were less, and those of the imagination more in 
demand. Excluding theological, educational and professional 
books; the reading of this generation has become largely roTnan- 
/2C, indeed,' most of its habits have partaken more of the ideal 
than of the real; and the tastes, thus created and so liberally 
fed, still demand the unhealthy supply. 

That great change in the reading habits of the people, has 
been the outgrowth of the newspaper and magazine literature, 
to which the inflated era of the war gave a most marvellous 
impulse which still continuea Magazines and newspapers now 
largely supply the place of books, and the books which are 
today most read, are reprints from the serial presa 

The following paragraph will show how readily and largely 
books sold here, from 1848 to 1856, and their character. Of 
the new Clerk^s Assistant, Derby, Miller & Co. sold 30,000 
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copies ; of the History of the Mexican War, 35,000 copies ; of 
the Life of Gen. Taylor, 40,000 ; Life of John Quincy Adams, 
40,000 ; Life of the Empress Josephine, 50,000 ; Lives of the 
Three Mra Judsons, 50,000; Fern Leaves, 70,000. In eight 
years they issued about eighty different books, nearly all of 
which were remunerativa 

LOCAL AUTHORS. 

We refer with pride to the long and brilliant list of local, 
citizen authors, who wrote here from 1848 to 1856, namely : 
Eev. Josiah Hopkins, D. D., Rev. L. P. Hickok, D. D., Rev. 
Henry Mills, D. D., Rev. D. K Lee, Rev. D. Holmes, Rev. Wm. 
Hosmer, Rev. P. C. Headly, Rev. J. M. Austin, Hon. Wm. H. 
Seward, Hon. Sara'l Blatchford, Clarence A Seward, Esq., P» 
Hamilton Myers, Esq., David Wright, Esq., Jaa B. Thompson, 
LL. D., Hon. B. F. Hall, Jno. S. Jenkins, Esq., Henry Mont- 
gomery, Esq., Thurlow W. Brown Esq., Mrs. Helen F. Parker 
aud Miss Margaret Conklin. Among 

THE FOREIGN AUTHORS, 

Were Horace Greeley, Richard Hildreth, S. G. Goodrich, Fanny 
Fern, and many others. All the authors named, prepared 
works which were published here by Derby, Miller & Co., from 
1848 to 1856. 

Samuel R Brown, publisher of the Patriot^ prepared in 1815, 
a history of the late war, in two 12 mo. vola, which was pub- 
lished by J. G. Hathaway, of Auburn, and printed by Kellogg 
& Beardslee, at Manlius. 

In 1858, E. G. Storke edited The Family^ Farrrt^ Oarden and 
Domestic Animals^ and in 1864 prepared The History of the 
American B^llion^ in two octavo vola In 1869 Henry Hall 
prepared the History of Auburn^ and in 1873 James Hall pre- 
pared Cayuga in the Field. 

I have thus hastily sketched the history of the press of the 
county for seventy-nine years, nearly two and one-half genera- 
tions, with a runuiug notice of a few of the men of the press. 
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Fall justice to so vast a subject could not be done in so brief 
a paper, and I again ask your indulgence of its imperfectiona 



APPENDIX. 

INCIDENTS OP THE PRESS. 

In reviewing the old journals, published here from forty to 
sixty years ago, I have been so forcibly reminded of the great 
changes which have since taken place, in almost every thing, 
as to believe that a reproduction of a few illustrative examples 
might be interesting. 

THE OLD ACTORS— WHERE ARE THEY? 

The old journals abound with the names of historic business 
and professional men, with whom we have been personally, or 
are traditionally familiar, and who then filled the various posi- 
tions of public or private activity here, but who now 

** Rest in their narrow beds of peace," 
having finished their work here, and silently passed from us, 

'' Like the mist above the meadows, 
Like the shadow o'er the g^ass." 

We see business, marriage and obituary notices of the Har- 

denburghs, the Dills, the Bostwicks, the Burts, the Orossets, 

the Coles, the Hulburts, the Smiths, the Richards, the Lansings 

— of nearly all who were then the life of the village of Auburn. 

But today they live only in the memory of a few of us. But 

we owe to the " art preservative of all arts " a record of many 

of their deeds. Though dead, they still live in that record, 

and will so live, if the record be properly cared for, even after 

time shall have obliterated their names from the monumental 

marble itsell 

OBITUARY NOTICE. 

" Died.— In this village, on the 26th inst "—26th June, 1825 
— " Mr. Wm. Bostwick, in the 60th year of his age. He was 
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one of the first settlers of this place, and had filled an impor- 
tant part in the operations for improving the village, and pro- 
moting the interests of society; was an active and zealous 
member of the Episcopal church, and sustained through life 
the character of an honest and useful citizen." 
A simple, yet noble tribute to a worthy man, 

MARRIAGES. 

We find recorded here the marriages of the same familiar 
ones, who, as manly grooms, then led their blooming brides to 
the altar, and there united their hearts, lives and fortunes by 
the sacred bonds of matrimony. 

MARRIAGE NOTICE. 

" Married at Lansingburgh, on the 10th inst ' — 10th Febru- 
ary, 1821 — "Abijah Fitch, merchant, to Miss Laura Nelson." 

ELOPEMEKTS. 

Legal divorces were not then so common as now, yet volun- 
tary separations were frequent, and came to the public notice 
in such "Ads" as this: 

" Whereas, my wife, Sabrina, having left my bed and board,' 
&a, and " taken her bed wiUi her^ this is therefore to forbid," &c. 

Sabrina could not patiently endure this, so she replies that 
her lord had no bed, that it was hers, and as for board, if any 
she had, it was supplied by herself ; therefore, she proposed for 
the future, to look out for No. 1, and let her lord shift for 
himself. 

Nor were such troubles confined to the lower or common 
walks of life, but reached even the King of England himself, 
and, for years, the press is filled with his eflEorts to divorce his 
German queen, Caroline, and the details are as scandalous as 
those with which, in a conspicuous case, our own press has 
lately abounded. 
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SLAVERY ly AUBURN. 

To the men of today, such notices as the following are 
observed with much curiosity. 

FOR SALE. 

A Colored Boy, who has seven years to serve, &c., &c. 
Also, 

A Colored Girl, with full description. Several such notices 
are seen, but the advertisers, as if ashamed to appear in the 
disreputable connection, do not give their names, but refer to 
the " printer " for particulars. 

INDENTED APPRENTICEa 

The changed relation between employer and employee is 
frequently shown by the picture of a boy, slouchily clad, trudg- 
ing off with his bundle, and the notice, 

"ran away. 

"An Indented Apprentice Boy," oflEering a reward for his 
return, &c. 

TRANSPORTATION IN 1816. 

The village of Auburn, at that date, bought a fire engine in 
New York, which was stopped by the ice at Newburg. A local 
notice adds : " A team has been sent for it, and its return may 
be looked for in about 15 days I" 

Freights were then moved, not only very slowly, but at an 
enormous cost The time between Philadelphia and Pittsburg 
was then 16 days, and the cost $120 per ton — more than fifty 
times the present cost ! 

GREAT VARIATION OP PRICES 

Was therefore found as we receded from the sea-board, produce 
in the interior being very low, and manufactured articles very 
high. At one time fiour was quoted in New York city at $12 
a barrel, yet at Marietta, 0., a school book costing in New 
England but a dollar and a half, could be readily exchanged 
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for a barrel of flour I and wheat, at the latter place, was very 
difficult of sale, it being sold at 25 cents, and in some instances 
even as low as 12^ cents per bushel I Here and at Mottville, 
it was sold as low as 63 cents per bushel 

Of course a canal was needed or some means of bringing neces- 
sary articles from one portion of the country to another. Hence 
the project of the Grand Erie Canal For years the journals 
were filled with a very lively discussion of the great question, 
culminating favorably to the measure, and in its final comple- 
tion in 1825. 

It was however a bold undertaking for the time, and its 
completion was hailed with enthusiastic rejoicings. The event 
was generally celebrated in this vicinity and elsewhera A 
single toast given on the occasion at Port Byron, will show the 
drift of the popular sentiment By James Luckey, Esq., " The 
Big Ditch. At its commencement it was looked upon by its 
friends with fear, and by its foes as an impossibility, but fear 
has been lost in joy, and impossibilities have been overcome ; 
the work is completed, and it is ours to rejoice ' with exceeding 

joy.'" 

OLD TIME SPEED. 

" The fast sailing ship, * South Boston,' anchored off our har 
bor in 80 days from Liverpool I'' — Charleston, February, 22, 
1822. 

POST RIDERS, 

At this time, bore the mails to the country towns of this county 
on horse back, and the pictured speed of their flying coursers, 
illy compared with the plodding gait with which they traversed 
their rugged routea 

FIRE ORDINANCE. 

On January 20, 1817, we read : "It shall be the duty of the 
President and Trustees of the village, to repair to where the 
fire is. * * * The President shall wear a white belt around 
his body, a white badge upon his hat, and carry a speaking 
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trumpet" * * * "Each trustee shall wear a white belt 
arouud his body, and carry a white cana" 

AS TO FIRE BUCKETS, 

♦ * " Every store, oflSce, dwelling and mechanic shop shall 
be supplied with leather fire buckets, with the owner's name 
printed thereon.*' The number of buckets to each store, &a, 
averaged one to every two fire places. 

AUBURN ON A TRUNK LINE. 

At that time Auburn was on the main thoroughfare to the 
" Western Country," as all west of TJtica was then called, and 
Eastern travellers, bound thither, passed through it We see 
notices of the arrival here of Gov. DeWitt Clinton, Stephen 
YanBenssellaer and other dignitarie& 

DEARTH OF NEW& 

*' We have received no news, either foreign or domestic, since 
our last issua" — Oay. iSsp. March 28, 1821. What would this 
generation do, if destitute of news for an entire week ? 

OFFICIAL SALARIES. 

In 1817 the official salaries of the state of Indiana were fixed 
as follows : Governor, $1,000 ; Secretary of State, $400 ; Audi- 
tor, $400 ; Judge of Supreme Court, $700 ; Members of the 
L^slature, $2 per day. — There were then no salaries of from 
$25,000 to $75,000 paid to insurance, or any other local officials. 

LOCAL CHAROSa 

In 1818 Miss Bennett, now the venerable Mrs. Dr. Clary, 
charged for tuition, board, lodging, washing, fire-wood and can- 
dles, less than $2.50 per week ; and at Hamilton College board 
then was but $1.75 per week. In the country and rural vil- 
lages $1.50 per week. But such boarders did not have finely 
furnished rooms, spring beds nor carpets. 
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BARTER 

Was at this time very generally practiced by our dealers ; the 
products of the farm being exchanged for the goods of the 
merchant or the news of the printer. Notice the following from 
one of our local newspaper offices : " Wanted, at this office, 
on newspaper accounts, wood, butter, cheese, lard, wheat, com, 
oats, rye, feathers and flax." Eggs and potatoes must have 
been overlooked. 

IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT 

Was common at this time, and efforts were making to repeal 
the law. Men "on the limits" found work in the village. 
We see a notice of the death of a victim of that barbarous sta- 
tute, of the name of Matthew McKinnie, who had been confined 
for thirty years in the jail at Orange and Ulster Co*s for the 
non-payment of a debt 

CHANGE OF NAMEa 

From forty to seventy years ago, we had Taverns and Inns 
and Houses, " for the entertainment of man and beast," but no 
" Hotels ;" so we had " Meeting Houses," but, with a single 
exception, no "Churches." Our people, generally, at that time 
went to " meeting," not to church. 

TEMPERANCE THEN AND NOW. 

A venerable citizen, who, for half a century, has been a firm 
friend of temperance, at that time, in an advertisement, invited 
<* Tavern keepers to examine his liquors, which he will warrant 
to be of the first quality."— 1823. 

LOTTERY TICKETa 

The sale of lottery tickets was then regarded as all right, and 
were largely dealt in by such reputable gentleman as Thomas 
M. Skinner, U. F. Doubleday and, later, John H. Chedell. 

CHANGE OF ORTHOGRAPHY. 

The old journals added a >b to music and similar words, and 
u in honor, &a 
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A GREEK SHERIFF. 

The Sheriff then, as now, was prominent in the press, and 
seeing frequently "J. Oreen^ Sheriff^^^ reminds one of a student 
who once parsed that word. The lesson was the Sheriff's 
advertisement, and when the name was reached, green was 
called an adjective, qualifying Sheriff, and the political oppo- 
nents of the gentleman insisted that the boy was right 

OLD SUPERSTITION. 

Henry Oliphant, for many years and before the era of patent 
mendicine almanacks, printed The Farmers* Almanack, which 
though not as famous as poor Richard's, was still very popular, 
and thousands were annually sold by agents throughout the 
stata It had contained the weather predictions, as " Look out 
for rain about these days," &a One year, however, that was 
aocidently omitted and that year's issue came back to him 
unsold. The Farmers' Almanack was then the "Weather 
Bureau" to the average farmer, and its predictions his guide. 
" Old Probabilities " today has taken its place, 

ANTI-MASONRY. 

K the young men of today would look over the journals 
from 1827 to 1837, they will find a minute view of the great 
excitement througout the state, which, during those years, was 
produced by Anti-masonry. They will, I am confident, be 
both surprised and interested to find that they know so little 
of what, at that time, so deeply convulsed the popular mind. 
To those even of my age, who were then old enough to see and 
feel the great popular commotion — to Buch even a rapid review 
of the great movement, brings it to mind with surprising force, 
and the wonder is, that such intense and widely prevailing 
excitement as then swayed the people, should so far have died 
out that the present generation hardly know that it ever existed. 
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PRESS APHORISMa 

The old press quite generally placed beneath its titles, and 
principle departments, terse and expressive sentences from the 
classics and old philosophers, thus, under the title, this : 

" Reason is man^s distinguishing attribute, the Jreedoni of speech 
his unalienable birthright, the liberty of the press his impregnable 
safeguar(V^ 

Under the editorial head this : 

" Here shall the press the people's rights maintain 
Unawed by inflaence and anbribed by gain. 
Here patriot truth her glorioas precepts draw. 
Pledged to religion, liberty and law." 

Under marriages this : 

" And happy they, the happiest of their kind, 
Whom gentle stars unite, and in one fate 
Their hearts, their fortunes and their being blend." 

Under obituaries this : 

'* To morrow shall the traveller come — he that saw me in the 
days of my strength. — His eyes shall search the field, but they 
shall look in vain for me I" 

Under light reading this : 

" It is well to laugh at any rate, and if a straw can tickle a 
man, it is an instrument of pleasure." 

These incidents of the old press and time, might be indefi- 
nitely extended, but my limits are already much exceeded, and 
your patience equally overtaxed. 
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Mr, President, Ladies and Gentlemen of the Cayuga County 
Historical Society: 

It is with feelings nearly allied to reluctance that I attempt 
at the present time to interest you by the reading of a paper 
upon, ** The early modes of travel and transportation in Cayuga 
County." My apology is therefore due, not that I find insuffi- 
cient matter within the limit of the county to form the basis o^ 
a paper upon the subject, but, rather from the fact of my 
inability to confine myself strictly within those limits and give 
you a paper truly historical, that would merit your attention 
or be at all satisfactory to myself. 

In pursuing the study of this subject, I have found the 
history of travel and transportation in Cayuga County so inti* 
mately interwoven with that of her sister counties, the whole 
state, and in some instances our neighboring states, that I have 
necessarily trespassed upon ground outside of our own county. 

The earliest record I find of a public mode of transportation 
from the east to the west through Cayuga County is in the 
year 1791, and that by water from Schenectady to Seneca Lake. 

In that year a company was formed and duly incorporated 
by an act of the legislature, called the Western Inland Lock 
and Navigation Company. The object of this company was 
to improve the facilities for transportation of goods and produce 
and settled effects between the then growing west and the east 
and this company undertook to open a route by water from 
Schenectady to Seneca Laka 

The condition of the route although it had been known 
and used by the Indians for ages and also in later times by the 
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pioneers in their journeys to the west, we find at this time to 
have been as follows : 

On account of the long distance around, and the difficulties 
attending the navigation of the Hudson river and the Mohawk 
between Albany and Schenctady,|the water was abandoned, 
and land route, sixteen miles, adopted between those two 
places. 

On the Mohawk from Schenectady to Little Falls a dis- 
tance of fifty-six miles, no serious obstructions were found. The 
stream was broad and in many places deep with an easy cur- 
rent and a smooth and unruffled surface. 

Arriving at Little Palls a carry or portage became unavoid- 
able Light boats and canoes were carried by hand, while the 
heavy boats and batteaux were drawn three-fourths of a mile 
around the falls by ox teams over a difficult and rocky path- 
way. 

The boats or batteaux used in these early days were gener- 
ally from twenty to thirty feet in length and four to six feet 
broad, flat bottomed and of light draft 

Upon the upper edge, and upon both sides of those boats 
ran a wale or plank their entire length, upon which the boat- 
men, whose power alone i)ropelled the craft, could walk. 

The mode when moving against the current was to place one 
end of a pole upon the bottom of the stream and the other against 
their shoulder, and then by pushing, the boat would glide 
along under their feet, while they walked its length, much the 
same as a treadmill is moved by the animal propelling it 

After passing Little Falls the next obstruction to free navi- 
gation was the shoals or rapids, at German Flats, as they were 
then called, now Herkimer. 

From the latter place to TJtica an easy passage was found. 

From Utica to Rome, however, the river was more shallow 
and was obstructed by logs and trees felled into it, by settlers 
as a more expeditious manner to dispose of them than to burn 
them. 
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At Rome or Port Stanwix as it was then known, a carry was 
necessary to reach Wood creek, a small stream, which instead 
of emptying into the Mohawk, less than two miles distant, 
with an elevation of land of only two feet between them, it 
flowed by a circuitous route of nearly thirty miles into Oneida 
Lake, and thence by the Oswego river into Lake Ontario. 

The portage at Fort Stanwix was called by the Indians De^- 
wain-sta, the place where canoes were carried from one stream 
to another. 

Through Wood Creek therefore, and Oneida Lake, lay the 
route of these batteaux, by which they reached the Oswego 
river, thence into Seneca river, passing Montezuma which was 
the stopping place for Cayuga County, and pursuing the course 
of that river in its windings and through the marshes into 
Canadaigua creek which, being followed, would bring them to 
Seneca Falls, to find the last obstruction in the passage to 
Seneca Laka 

In this condition of navigation through central New York, 
a batteaux could with difficulty transport, with a crew of these 
men, between Schenectady and Seneca Lake, in fifteen to 
twenty days, one and a half tons of goods. 

Many pioneer settlers reached their chosen lands for settle- 
ment, in the summer season in small boats or canoes containing 
their family and effects, over this long and tedious route. 
Others came in winter, upon rude sleds drawn by oxen through 
the wilderness over the narrowly cut out roads, with little else 
than the cutting done upon them, and in many places nothing 
but Indian trails or blazed trees to guide them through the 
forest 

The Western Inland Lock & Navigation Company pursued 
a vigorous policy and in two or three years constructed locks 
at Little Falls, some of which are still visible, improved the 
condition of the river at German Flats, removed obstruction 
between Utica and Home, buUt a canal at the latter place to 
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connect the Mohawk and Wood Creek, and shortened the dis- 
tance to Oneida Lake, by straightening Wood Creek nearly one- 
half, so that enlarged boats with five men coald transport 
between the extreme terminal points of their improved naviga- 
tion, twelve tons in ten day a 

These limited improvements were said to have doubled the 
value of the lands lying contiguous to their line of inland navi- 
gation. For many years this was the popular route to the west 
through Cayuga County. 

The success of this enterprise had its effect, together with 
the increase of population, and the extented area of cultivation, 
in the ultimate construction of the Grand Canal, which became 
daily more and more apparent, a public necessity. 

In August, 1816, the Grand Canal project had been so fully 
discussed, and so well understood, that we find records of 
favorable legislation and a commission duly appointed to cause 
books of subscription to be opened at various points along the 
line, to solicit donations of land or money, to aid in its 
construction. 

A committee for this purpose, in the village of Auburn 
consisted of the following named gentlemen, viz : Joseph Colt, 
Elijah Miller, and John Haring. 

The work was at length commenced and the first spade in its 
construction was thrust into the ground at Rome near the old 
United States arsenal by the Hon. Joshua Hathaway. The 
receipts of aid for its construction, by donation, were however 
insufficient for the proper prosecution of the work, and an 
application was presented to congress, praying for aid, but 
President Monroe expressed it as his settled conviction that 
congress did not possess a constitutional right to appropriate 
money for internal improvements. 

This decision of the president was a great disappointment to 
the friends of the project, and drew from a resident of Auburn 
the following words, which should be printed in letters of gold 
and treasured in the archives of the Empire State; 
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" If Mr. Monroe thinks, that by his refusing any assistance 
''to the people of this state, in the execution of the grand 
'^^ project which is now in the full tide of successful experiment, 
** he can damp the ardor of the people, he is greatly mistaken, 
-''and every attempt that may be made to discourage their 
'' operations, will but stimulate them to still greater exertions. 
■" Rich in population and resources, united by ties of common 
'' interest, commanding the internal commerce of a vast and 
"fertile region — ^New York — single and alone, has breasted 
'' herself to the mighty work. She will triumph in its accom^ 
"" plishment — and the glory will be her own." So spake and 
iRrrote Thomas M. Skinner, who still lives an honored resident 
of our beautiful city. 

In July, 1820, the Grand Canal had been so far completed 
as to allow boats to run between Montezuma and Utica three 
times a week, taking two days for the trip, the fare four dollars. 
'Stages were found in waiting at the principal places on the 
<^nal to convey passengers to villages on the turnpike. 

The locks at Little Falls were completed and the water let 
into the canal, on the 18th of November, 1821, which extended 
the trip of the packet boats from Montezuma to Schnectady. 

On the 29th day of September, 1825, a meeting of the citi- 
zens of Auburn was held at the Western Exchange Tavern, 
kept by Holt & Curtis, with Dr. Erastus Humphrey in the 
chair and William H. Seward, secretary. That meeting passed 
i;he following resolution : 

Besolvedf That we hail with great satisfaction the approach- 
ing completion of the Erie Canal, the most splendid work of 
internal improvement undertaken in any country^ and that we will 
heartily concur with our fellow citizens in other parts of the 
^tate, in celebrating the same. 

Besolved, That Jna W. Hulburt, Elijah Miller, Erastus 
Humphrey, S, W. Hughes and G. Ash Gamage, Esqrs., be 
appointed a committee to correspond with other committees 
and report at a future meeting. 
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The final completion was in October, 1825, which was duly 
celebrated at the principal places along its entire length. 

The celebration for Cayuga County was at Port Byron on 
the 27th day of the month. Auburn was fully represented by 
her ablest and best men. Myron C. Beed of Auburn in the 
chair as vice-president of the day, and who addressed the 
assemblage On this festive occasion an ox was roasted whole, 
toasts and speeches and the firing of cannon, were amongst the 
demonstrations of general joy. 

Port Byron and Weed Basin vied with each other many 
years as to which should be considered the landing place or 
port of entry for the village of Auburn. Stages were placed 
upon both routes to connect with the packet boats. Heavy 
public wagons to transport merchandise and products between 
Auburn and the canal, formed a business for a large number of 
persons many yeara 

Uncle '^ Nat " Williams was one of the favored and favorite 
of those hard working teamstera This was Auburn's outlet 
for passengers and property except by the lines of stages of 
which I shall speak directly, for nearly fourteen years. 

The roads through our county when first cut through the 
forest, followed as closely as practicable, the old Indian trails, 
and in 1790 and 1791, a party of emigrants under the direction 
of General Wadsworth, improved the road through the wilder, 
ness, between Whitestown and Canandaigua. 

In 1797 a law was passed authorizing the raising of $46,000 
by lotteries to improve the various roads of the state, and the 
sum of $2,200 out of that fund was appropriated to the improve- 
ment of the great Genesee road. 

The great Genesee road through Cayuga County was substan- 
tially the old road from Skaneateles or Mottville by Franklin 
street to Auburn and thence nearly on the line of West Genesee 
street, to Cayuga ferry about one mile north of the present 
village of Cayuga. In that same year, 1797, the Cayuga 
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Bridge Company was incorporated called the Manhattan Com- 
pany, consisting of John Harris, Thomas Morris, Wilhelmus 
Mynderse, Charles Williamson, and Joseph Annin, the latter, 
sheriff of Cayuga County in 1800, the year of the completion 
of the bridge. The cost of the first bridge was $26,000, and 
the total length of it one mile and eight roda 

In the year 1800, an act passed the legislature incorporating 
the Seneca Eoad or Turnpike Company. This road as cited 
on the act was to run between the house of John House, in 
the village of Utica and the Court House in Canandaigua, sub- 
stantially covering the ground of the great Genesee road. 

The trustees of this company were Charles Williamson, 
Benjamin Walker, Jedediah Sanger, and Israel Chapin. 

The act required the road to be six rods in width and 
twenty feet of it in the center to be covered with broken stone 
or gravel to the depth of fifteen inches. Toll gates were to be 
ten miles from each other, and the toll for a two horse vehicle 
twelve and a half cents; four horse twenty-five cents. No 
person passing to or from public worship on Sunday, going to 
their common labor on their farms with their cattle or teams, 
carrying firewood, going to or returning from mill, for the 
grinding of grains for family use, going to or returning from 
any funeral, shall pay any toll in the town in which they 
resida 

The Cherry Valley turnpike was also laid out in the year 
1800, which ran from Cherry Valley in Otsego County to the 
outlet of Skaneateles lake, there to connect with the great 
Seneca Turnpike to the west 

An act passed the legislature in March 1804, giving Jason 
Parker and Levi Stevens the exclusive right to run stage 
wagons for seven years on this new turnpike, between Utica 
and Canandaigua. This was the first line of stages that ever 
ran through Cayuga County. 

The number of passengers in each wagon was limited by law 
to seven adults, and the stages made two trips per week. In 
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1805, the year following, a line was extended eastward from 
Utica, by Mr. John Post, who fitted up three stage boats or 
batteaux with seats and oil-cloth covering. These boats ran to 
Schenectady assisted by the current of the river, and were 
brought back by men with poles as has been heretofore 
described. 

The surplus product of the county and the merchandise used, 
were often taken to and from Albany by teams over the new 
and imperfect roads of the day. These long journeys consum- 
ing more than a week's time were however, not without interest 

A neighborhood of farmers would set out togdher, with loads, 
assisting each other as occasion required, over hard roads, and 
heavy inclines, congregating at noontime, by the side of some 
shaded stream or bubbling spring to bait their teams and enjoy 
their luncheon, and at night to assemble at the wayside inns of 
the period to enjoy the hospitalities of mine host 

In 1809, Mr. Isaac Sherwood of Skaneateles became the 
partner of Mr. Jason Parker of Utica, in the stage lines through 
this county carrying the United States Mail 

In 1816 a line of stages left Canandaigua and Utica every 
week day to run through in thirty-six houra The proprietors 
of this line were Thomas Powell, Jason Parker, I. Whitmore, 
Aaron Thorp and Isaac Sherwood & Co. 

In connection with this line of stages another company ran 
east from Utica, a tri- weekly line for Albany. 

The parties above mentioned constituted the proprietors of 
what is familiarly known as the Old Line Mail, upon this grow- 
ing thoroughfare, and who maintained undisputed and unmo- 
lested occupation and control up to the year 1828, nearly or 
quite twelve years when the Pioneer Line, in opposition, was 
placed upon the route. 

The history of this bitter opposition is not without interest, 
and I here briefly submit a portion of it The public mind in 
the year 1828, was unusually excited, and disturbed the tariff 
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question, the temperance question, and political antimasonry, 
swept through the country like a whirlwind, and that was pro- 
bably one of the most vindictive seasons of political warfare, 
«ver known to the state. 

During this season of excitement, the question of a more 
strict observance of the Sabbath, was another theme for discus- 
sion in the streets, debate upon the platform, and discourse 
from the pulpit Public journals espoused the cause — some 
for it and others against the wisdom of the course pursued by 
its advocates ; public meetings were held throughout the coun- 
try and a call for a convention was made to be held in Auburn, 
on the 18th of February, 1828, at which twenty-two delegates 
appeared. A few of those delegates had been engaged in stage 
business, and the remainder known as men of extraordinary 
zeal in matters of religion. 

The citizens of the village were astonished to find as the 
result of the deliberations of this body, the appointment of 
commissioners to establish a line of stages from Albany to 
Buffalo, which should travel six days in the week only; to 
which line of stages the persons present, as members of the 
-convention and as individuals, pledged their patronage^ support, 
influence and exertiorij declaring it to be the cause of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and that it must prevail 

The commissioners so appointed were John T. Norton, 
of Albany; Jonathan Crane, Schenectady; Elizur Goodrich, 
Abram Varick, and Edward Vernon, Utica ; William Brown, 
of Auburn; William Tillman, Geneva; H. W. Taylor and 
Walter Hubbell, of Oanandaigua ; A Champion, William Atkin- 
son, Josiah Bissell, of Eochester ; and Thaddeus Joy, of Buf- 
falo. A convention was also held in the city of New York, at 
which two hundred and fifty delegates were present, two-thirds 
of whom were clergymen. 

This convention formed and organized a grand national 
society for promoting the observance of the Christian Sabbath, 
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based upon the principle of requiring from each member, a 
pledge in writing to patronize those lines of conveyance by 
stages, steamboats and canal boats, which travel six days in 
the week only, to the seclusion of all others. 

Subscriptions were circulated through the state and large 
sums of money raised for a new line of stages between Albany 
and Buffalo, to be called the Pioneer Line, which was in due 
time placed upon the route, not, however, before offers were 
made by the proprietors of the old linesj to sell out their entire 
stage property, and retire from the business, leaving the field 
open to the new line, but their offer was rejected and the 
gauntlet thrown down for the terrible stage war that followed. 

The old line proprietors consisted of the following parties, viz.: 
Jason Parker, A. Shepard, S. D. Childs, and S. S. Faxton, of 
Utica; Isaac Sherwood, of Skaneateles; J. M. Sherwood, of 
Auburn; C. H. Coe, of Canandaigua; Adams & Blinn, of 
Eochester; B. D. Coe, of Buffalo; E. Phillips, of Syracuse; 
S. Goodwin, Madison; William Storey, Cherry Valley; Asa 
Sprague, of Schenectady ; and A. Thorpe of Albany. 

Auburn was the grand central battle ground for the rivals, 
for during the ten preceding years, lines of stages had been 
placed upon the new and improved lateral roads leading to 
Homer, Ithaca, Levanna and Aurora, as well as to Oswego, 
and other points in the northern part of the county, so that 
here a large amount of travel concentrated to take passage 
east and west by the through linea The Pioneer Line interest, 
obtained control of the Western Exchange Hotel, the best 
then in the village, and hoped by refusal to accommodate old 
line passengers and by turning Sherwood's horses from their 
stables into the street, to steal the march upon their rivala A 
few days, however, sufficed to fit up the brick block standing 
upon the north side of Genesee street, opposite the old Bank 
of Auburn, as a hotel, which was opened by John EL Bacon 
and Thompson Maxwell, as the Bank Coffee House, and the 
general head-quarters of the old line. 
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The people of Auburn did not remain quiet spectators in 
this grand stage tournament, but came to the rescue of the 
Sherwood Line, in large respectable numbera A public meet- 
ing was held in the CJourt House yard, in front of the Court 
House, on Saturday, 23rd of August, 1828, with Henry Pol- 
hemus in the chair and Barnabas Smith as secretary. The 
Rev. Mr. Jeffries, of Mentz, stated the object of the meeting. 

A series of resolutions were adopted from which I extract 
the following : 

Besolvedj That as the sense of this meeting, all associations 
and combinations of men, formed to prescribe and dictate to 
others, in what manner they shall observe and keep the Sab- 
bath, are subversive of the free exercise of the right of con- 
science; that the members of this meeting, hereby enter their 
solemn protest against the forming or organizing any religious 
party in politics. 

Archibald Green, William H. Seward and Dr. Campbell 
Waldo were appointed a committee to prepare and publish at 
length in pamphlet form the proceedings of the meeting. 

A paper published in Auburn by U. F. Doubleday called 
77ie Oospel Advocate^ under date of September 13th, 1828, had 
the following allusions to this subject: "The Pioneer line of 
stages, bad it been started on the principles of fair competition, 
would have excited no emotion beyond the individuals con- 
cerned, but when it was established for a religious purpose and in 
tones of authority demanded the patronage of the religious 
part of community, thus endeavoring to enlist the religious pre- 
judices of society against individuals who had long been faithful 
servants of the public, it excited the just reprobation of an 
insulted community. 

A new outfit of splendid light stage coaches carrying only six 
passengers, built expressly to contend with the pioneer line, 
were gotten up by J. M. Sherwood & Co., called the telegraph 
line and placed in service. This popular line was manned by 
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their most experienced and careful drivers, and their best and 
fleetest teams, and ran night and day, and met with unqualified 
success. 

A stage journey under such circumstances was far from being 
unpleasant, on the contrary at certain seasons of the year, when 
the roads were in good condition, and the woods were clothed 
in their livery of green, the fields waving with their bountiful 
crops or dotted over with flocks and herds, it afforded to the 
stage passenger a moving panorama of nature^s lovliness and 
beauty, entrancing to behold. 

The facilities for expression of public sentiment through the 
columns of the press, were not then as now, and the popular 
voice usually came through public meetings by resolution. 

A meeting was called June 9ih, 1828, at the Bank Ck)ffea 
House, with Lyman Paine in the chair and Parliament Bron- 
son, secretary. The object of the meeting was expressed in 
the resolution following, which I select from a series passed at 
the meeting: 

Resolved^ That it is expedient to erect a new hotel in thi» 
village on a scale suitable to the wealth and importance of the 
village, and that the following gentlemen be appointed a com- 
mittee to select a site : Allen Warden, Joseph T. Pitney, J. BL 
Hardenburgh, Amos Underwood, Elijah Miller, Ezekiel Wil- 
liams, Abijah Fitch, J. M. Sherwood, Hugh Watson, Lymaa 
Paine and P. Bronson. 

The committee agreed upon the site and the American Hotel^ 
now "St James," was speedily erected by J. M. Sherwood^ 
and opened on the Ist day of January, 1830, by Thomas Noyes, 
from Eochester. OflBces in the hotel were prepared for the 
immense stage business of the time, in which, for several 
years, was seen the bland and courteous agent, Mr. Consider 
Carter. The hxdiding of this new hotel, the inauguration of the tele- 
graph line of stages, the failure to secure the mail contract, com- 
bined, seemed to be the turning-point in the destiny of the 
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Pioneer Line, for it now b^an to wane and soon to show the 
sere and yeUow leaf and finally break dovm^ and xinHidraw alio- 
getherj leaving the old line for the next seven years and J. M. 
Sherwood & Ga, masters of the situation up to the 8th of 
Janaary, 1838, when his stages were withdrawn from the road 
and many of his horses, and placed upon the Auburn and 
Syracuse railroad. These stage teams drew the cars upon 
wooden rails, between this place and Syracuse, up to the 4th of 
June, 1839, when they in turn gave place to the iron horse east 
of Auburn. Having thus at some length, but at the same time, 
I fear, imperfectly given, the history of the stage lines in our 
county, I now ask of you to retrace with me the years back from 
1839 to 1828, where we find the first movement made toward 
the construction of a railroad, from the village of Auburn. 

In the month of February of that year, the committee on 
canals and internal improvements submitted a report to the 
legislature, from which T make the following extracts, which 
the committee gave as reasons for their favorable consideration 
of the subject: 

First, as an experiment by the state, for the purpose of col- 
lecting accurate information on tbe subject of railroads, and of 
furnishing a model for improvement of a similar nature; 
second, the accommodation that it would extend to that por- 
tion of community ; and, thirdly and principally, the pecuniary 
interests of the state as arising from said road, as connected 
with the prison at Auburn. 

They further state their belief, that in particular districts and 
for particular objects within this state, improvements by rail- 
road can be usefully extended but that they can bear a fair 
competition with well located and well supplied canals remains 
to be proved ; and while railroads are of minor consideration 
to canals, yet as tributaries to them they will become of vital 
importanca 

In conclusion they state that as the convicts unemployed 
upon contracts in the prison can be used in building the rail- 
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road and as the ground and material between Auburn and 
Weeds' basin are of the most favorable character for the con- 
struction of the proposed road, they unamimously direct their 
chairman to prepare and ask leave to present a bill for that 
purpose. Fbakcss Granger. 

Chairman. 

Various plans and projects for a railroad to the canal were 
submitted and discussed by the people. The one from Auburn 
to Syracuse was finally adopted. 

A public meeting was held at the Western Exchange, in 
January 1832, at which a resolution was passed, that an appli- 
cation be made to the Legislature for a charter to construct a 
road to the canal Wol H. Seward then in the State Senate, 
procured the passage of a bill for the charter which was obtained 
on the 1st of May, 1834. 

The organization of the Auburn and Syracuse railroad took 
place in January 1835. 

Hon. Elijah Miller was elected president and A D. Leonard, 
G. B. Throop, N. Garrow, J. M. Sherwood, S. Van Anden, Eich- 
ard Steel, John Seymour, Abijah Fitch, E. R Marvine and 
Allen Worden of Auburn and Henry Raynor and V. W. 
Smith, of Syracuse, directors. E. F. Johnson and Levi Will- 
iams were appointed engineers and Levi Lewis superintendent 

The.fsurvey commenced in the April following, and about 
six month's time was consumed in surveying and locating the 
road. Contracts were let and the work of construction com- 
menced in December. The first payment made to contractors 
was in January 1836. 

The progress of the work on this road was attended with 
difficulties and embarassments greater perhaps than any other 
line of road ever built in the state It encountered the finan- 
cial disturbance of 1836 and '37, the extraordinary advance in 
the prices of provisions, labor and material enough to dishearten 
and discourage any but the men of indomitable energy and 
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perseverance, constituting its board of directors. Later in its 
history we find in the board the names of Amos Underwood, 
Alfred Conkling, J. EL Chedell, Thomas Y. How, Jr., John 
Wilkinson, C. C. Dennis and George EL Wood. The track was 
laid with wooden rails so that on the 8th of January, 1888 sev- 
eral cars of excursionists were taken to Geddes by J. M. Sher- 
wood's stage teams, which continued to be the motive power as 
before stated, up to June 4, 1889 at which date the wooden 
ribbons had been removed and iron rails substituted so that a 
locomotive engine, the Syracuse, with Mr. Perry, who was then 
the master mechanic, as engineer took a train with officers and 
invited guests to Syracuse. The Auburn & Syracuse railroad 
was first conceived as a link in the line of transportation from 
the head of Owasco Lake and a feeder to the Erie OanaL Its 
terminus in Auburn was to be on the southerly side of the 
outlet, near the stone mill at present owned by Messrs Burr & 
Thome, there to connect with the Auburn and Owasco Canal 

The large building on the southerly side of Bast Genesee 
street, known to many as Bichardson's livery stable, was built 
by Charles W. Pomeroy, for the freight depot and was for 
several years used for that purpose, and there are residents of 
this city who will remember seeing cars across the bridge near 
the mill& 

This railroad, by its charter, was allowed) to carry freight, a 
privil^e denied for several years to all other roads running 
parallel with the canala 

William G. Fargo, of express notoriety, commenced his 
eventful life m the transportation business in this Genesee 
street freight depot as agent He was followed by Deacon S. W. 
R Amett, who in due course of time was succeeded by George 
C. Skinner, who if I mistake not, occupied the position up to 
the time the consolidation of the Auburn and Syracuse, with 
the Rochester road. 

The freight cars used at this time upon the railroad, had but 
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four wheels each, and were considered fully loaded when they 
had received thirty barrels of flour or three tons of goods. 

These cars were drawn by horses owned and driven by 
Jabez Gould, from the freight depot to the car house on Van- 
Anden street, one at a time. 

At the latter place, they were coupled up into trains of 
twelve or fourteen cars, ready for the engine which took them 
to Syracuse, to be delivered into the company's canal warehouse 
where, for a time, Henry Underwood of Auburn was agent 
Uncle Nat Williams withdrew his teams from the road to the 
canal, and in consideration was appointed freight conductor on 
the Auburn road, and as no other road was permitted to carry 
freight, he was undoubtedly the first man who held such a 
position in this state. Mr. Williams retired on the 5th day of 
September, 1841, and J. Lewis Grant was appointed to suc- 
ceed him, that being his first engagement upon any railroad. 

The location of the passenger depot on its present site was 
by legislative enactment, the result of a long and heated quarrel 
amongst the property holders and others in the villaga On 
account of the heavy grade and sharp curves it was found 
impossible to run the engine through the streets to the depot 
on Genesee street 

The question then arose as to where a depot should be 
located. Some advocated Seymour street others Van Anden 
street and, singular as it may appear at the present day, quite a 
large number of people advocated the south side of Dill street 
opposite Tallman's livery stable. Appeal to the legislature 
resulted in a law which remams to this day upon the statute 
books, fixing it where it now stands. 

The first telegraph oflSce in the city of Auburn was opened in 
the old depot in May, 1846, and the first attempt to use it for 
the movement of trains on the road resulted in a collision 
between two passenger trains in the curve a short distance east 
of Fairmount station. 
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The writer of this paper, being one of the engineers, can well 
describe the event The train due from Rochester at four 
o'clock in the morning, had not arrived at half past five, and 
as the engine to leave Auburn must be in Syracuse to return 
with a train at seven, it was ordered to go without the Roches- 
ter train, and leave Syracuse on time coming west. Meanwhile, 
the Rochester train came in and was ordered to run to Syracuse, 
where the up train would be held by the telegraph until it 
arrived. The telegraph operator did not appear in the Syracuse 
office until after your humble servant had left with the up 
train and a collision was the inevitable result ; splinters were 
plenty but no one seriously injured. 

During portions of the year when freights were light and 
less than a full train was received during the day, for transpor- 
tation, the cars containing it were attached to the passenger 
traina The passenger cars, with a single exception, stood upon 
four wheels, with three compartments in each car with seats for 
eight persons, four on each seat, face to face in each compart- 
ment, without sufficient room to move about or stand upright 

Side doors opened into each compartment through which the 
conductor or collector, as he was then called, could enter in 
discharge of his duties. His only mode of reaching these doors 
was by hanging upon a hand rail outside and near the top of 
the car while his feet rested upon a narrow foot piece along the 
length of the car of not more than four inches in widtL Con- 
ductor, George Williamson, one cold snowy night lost his hold 
upon the hand rail and fell near Marcellus upon a bank of snow 
at the side of the road, from which he rolled under the wheels 
of the train at full speed, and received his death wound& 

In the year 1839 the Auburn & Syracuse received the first 
eight wheel passenger car, with an aisle through the center and 
platforms at each end, built by Stevenson & Ga, stage coach 
builders in New York City. For several years this was the 
only eight wheel car between Auburn and Albany. There are 
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some persons who will remember the old diamond car from the 
peculiarity of its construction. Soon after the receipt of this new 
car, a circumstance of startling interest occurred that oast a 
gloom over the whole community, Samuel Wildrick a favorite 
conductor was crushed between this car and the depot doorway 
at Syracuse, the space being less than four inches wide, which 
caused his instant deatL This took place as the evening train 
was leaving for Auburn, and he was not missed from the train 
until it had proceeded some three miles on its way, when it was 
backed up to find the lifeless remains of the conductor in the 
depot 

The company owned three locomotives built at Patterson, N. 
J. by Thomas Rogers. They had only two driving wheels 
each and weighed ten and a half tons, only about one quarter 
of the weight of those now in use. 

The train capacity of the engine was fourteen small cars con- 
taining in all a total of 420 tons or about four eight wheel car 
loads of the present time. 

The attempt was at first made to run the engines upon the 
wooden rails or ribbons but it was found impossible to keep 
them upon the track, and the idea was abandoned and the flat 
or strap rail was laid upon the timbers. Then followed the era 
of snake heads with all its attending results for a period of 
eight years up to 1847. Some may not be familiar with the 
term snake head ; I will therefore, tresspass upon your time a 
moment to describe them. The flat rail used was two and a 
half inches wide and three-quarters thick laid upon one edge 
of the six inch square pine timber and nailed down with spikes 
about one and a half feet apart. The weight of this train had 
the tendency to roll the iron upward and in so doing the spikes 
at and near the ends would break off or pull out and allow 
the rail to stand up like a section of a large hoop, sometimes a 
few inches only and often one to two feet 

These were called snake heads and woe to the engine or 
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train that encountered one of them the contrary way. During 
the years 1847 and '48 the flat rail was taken up and the road 
relaid with " T " rail, the pattern now in use. 

The Emigrant traffic westward was at this time very heavy, 
it having wholly left the canal, and a law was passed, allowing 
all railroads to transport freight, by paying to the State the 
same rate of tolls exacted upon the canal, which together with 
prosperous passenger business, gave a traffic to the railroads 
that they were poorly prepared to take care ot 

New engines of greater capacity and weight were in demand, 
and the enterprising firm of Dennis, Wood and Eussell, C. C. 
Dennis, Charles P. Wood, R F. Russell, of the commercial iron 
works of this city, constructed two ; one of which went to the 
Attica road, " Buffalo,'^ and the other the " Wyoming " was pur- 
chased by the Auburn and Syracuse Company, said to be one 
of the best of its capacity ever used upon the road. This 
engine was the first ever built in this country to work its steam 
expansively, by what is known to mechanics as lap and lead of 
main valves, a plan now universally in use. The Superintendent 
of construction of this engine was William S. Hudson, still 
engaged in the business, with, and in the firm of Rogers, of 
New Jersey, whose engines have a world wide reputation. 

The first engine having driving wheels six feet in diameter, 
in use west of the Hudson River, was built for the Auburn and 
Syracuse railroad, in 1848, by Thomas Rogers, of New Jersey, 
and was named the " How " after Hon. Thomas Y. How, Jr., 
then and for the remaining years of the corporate existence of 
the company, its treasurer. 

This engine was considered an unlucky one, and many mis- 
haps occured to it and the trains to which it was from time to 
time attached. Upon one occasion it left Syracuse with a train of 
four coaches and one baggage car, being in charge of William 
Delano as engineer, and Thomas Hooper as fireman, and upon 
it for the novelty of an engine ride, were Howard Delano 
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brother of the eogineer, and one of the directors of the road, C. 
C Dennis, Esq. While running at a speed of fifty to sixty 
miles an hour, it left the track one mile west of Sennett Station, 
completely wrecking itself and the whole train. The engineer 
and fireman were both killed. Mr. Delano slightly injured, and 
Mr. Dennis seriously, but who miraculously escaped with life, 
but somewhat disfigured forever afterward. The Superintend- 
ent of the road at this date was Elijah P. Williams; his assis- 
tant J. Lewis Grant ; the master machanic, Melancthon W. 
Mason ; conductors, W. H. EL Smith, Henry M. Frink and 
John H. Hudson; engineers, L. P. and G. W. Howard, R R 
Smith, R D. and F. W. Grant and William Delano; the ticket 
agent A, G. Smith ; track master Absalom Backus ; conductor 
of work train Matthew Sittser. 

The Auburn & Rochester road was completed into Auburn 
the 4th of November, 1841, it being the last of the seven links 
in the chain of railroad between Albany and Buffalo. 

Through tickets and baggage checks were then unknown 
and as each one of these seven roads were managed and oper- 
ated separately the passengers and baggage were unloaded at 
every terminus and the passengers compelled to select his bag- 
gage and have it duly chalked to the next place to which he 
was also required to purchase a new ticket This troublesome 
practice however, soon gave way to through baggage cars and 
through tickets for passengers in through cars. The consolida- 
tion of the Auburn & Syracuse with the Auburn & Rochester 
road took place in July 1860. 

The tolls on railroads for carrying freight were removed by 
a law passed in December 1851, leaving all roads to carry goods 
of every description independent of the canal, to which they 
had for several years paid tribute. 

At the opening of the Rochester road into Auburn, Robert 
H. Higham, Esq., was the superintendent and at that date, and 
soon after, the names of the following gentlemen will be remem- 
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tered as conductors upon that road, and favorites with the 
traveling publia I refer to Harvey Neal, William Blossom, 
Ja Holland, Job Collamer, Horace T. Cook and the veteran 
John Houghtaling, who was promoted from the baggage car 
and is now the oldest in service of any conductor in the state. 

Our esteemed fellow citizen, Horace T. Cook, while in the 
active discharge of a perilous duty as conductor met with the 
accident so sad and severe to himself and so deeply regretted 
by all who knew him. 

The consolidation of all the roads between Albany and Buff- 
alo into what was the New York Central took place May 17, 
1853. 

To mark the progress of half a century, you will pardon me 
for introducing a comparison between 1827 and 1877. The 
Hon. Frances Granger then ventured the prediction that rail- 
roads could never compete with canals, but that they would as 
tributary, be of vital importance. The aggregated tonnage 
<iarried in the year 1876 upon the New York Central rail- 
road, was 6,803,680 tona If, of this amount, one third was 
merchandise, westward bound, a fair proportion, we then have of 
eastward bound products, 4,300,000 tons, or a quantity suffi- 
cient to load one of the large canal boats of today, every fifteen 
minutes, day and night during the entire seven months of canal 
Davi&:ation. The New York Central is only one of six lines of 
transportation from the west to the seaboard. On the basis of 
their last years' returns, the combined tonnage of these lines 
would require to receive it, a boat of 200 tons register every 
two and a half minutes during the whole season. Such tribu- 
taries, although their capacity is only partly taxed, would 
swamp half a dozen canals like our Grand Erie. 

My Subject, "The Early Modes of Travel and Transportation," 
having in an imperfect manner been examined up to the date 
of the general consolidation of the New York Central — I will 
DOW leave its future consideration to some party more able to 
do it justice in the future. 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF AUBURN. 



Mr, P)*esidenty Ladies and Gentlemen : 

In reply to the invitation with which I am honored by your 
association, I present my Recollection of the Early Days of 
Auburn. 

The sketch must necessarily be broken and imperfect, as I 
write from memory alone, and through the vista of more than 
sixty years. When in my youthful days, I found that my 
destination as a residence was Auburn, I turned to SpafEord's 
Gazette, a work published in 1815, and found the village 
described as a Post Village in the town of Aurelius, containing 
.one hundred buildings of all descriptions and about one thou- 
sand inhabitants. This was in the fall of the year 1817. By 
way of contrast with the facilities for traveling of the present 
day I will state the manner of the journey here, as at that time 
we were not bothered with canals or railroads. We had a line 
of stages and but one line from Albany to Buffalo, run by 
Parker, Powell and Sherwood, the latter the father of the late 
Colonel John M. Sherwood of this city. The stage left Albany 
at 3 o'clock P. M., stopped one night at Schnectady and the two 
following nights at Utica and Skaneateles, and arrived at Auburn 
the fourth day in the morning to breakfast "Coe's Hotel" 
occupying the site on the westerly comer of Exchange and 
Genesee streets, was the "Stage House," and a central and 
prominent point in the villaga The tooting of the Stage Horn 
seemed to bring one half of the male population to the piazza. 
And why not? Was not the mail there about seven days from 
New York with news from across the ocean three months old ? 
And there too was John Kilburn, " Happy John," as he was 
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called, with his barebacked steed ready to sling the mail bag 
and race it to the Post Office on East Genesee street And the 
Old Commodore, the father of Happy John, was also on hand 
with his express cart, the first one started in Auburn, ready to 
carry passenger and baggage to any desired point And now 
the stage is off on its western course and Auburn drops into 
its daily routine You will remember that the stage of those 
times was not the post coach. You will get a good idea of 
their shape by looking at the stages that run nortJi and south 
from this city. 

But in speaking of the early days of Auburn we should not 
overlook two other noted institutions, to wit : The Auburn Cen- 
ter House at the junction of Market and East Genesee streets 
and Hardenburgb s Mill on the site now known as the Lewis 
Stone Mill& 

The Center House was kept by a worthy and highly esteemed 
citizen, Heniy Ammerman, who will be remembered by some 
of my auditors. The house was larger than the Coe*s Hotel, 
and had a large ball room, which was not always used for the 
purpose indicated by its nama The landlord was a deacon of 
the First Presbyterian church and eminent for his piety and 
high christian character. The ball room was used of course 
for dancing parties, and much oftener for religious meetings, so 
it was no uncommon thing to have a dance in it on one nigbt 
and a conference or prayer meeting on the next Punch and 
Judy, The Babes in the Woods, and feats of Ventriloquism and 
Slight of Hand, ministered to the amusement of the audience. 

It must be remembered that we were not then favored with 
saloons or reading-rooma The evening rendezvous for gossip 
and refreshment was the bar-room where the tale and the ale 
helped to pass the hours. 

And the old mill, the '* Hardenburgh Mill " alluded to, was 
another place much frequented to hear the news and pass a 
leisure hour. It was a large frame building, large for the times, 
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and was built by Colonel Hardenbnrgh, the father of John H. 
Hardenburgh, whom some of my hearers will remember. The 
miU was the place for news, as its customers were from all parts 
of the county, and while waiting for their " grists " they were 
ready to give and take all the intelligence afloat, and there was 
plenty of it of the kind peculiar to new countries, personal 
adventures, encounters with bears, wolves and other denizens 
of the forest, was a staple article, and the man from "bear 
swamp " or from just the edge of it, was generally on hand. 

The town of Locke had its representative in the person of 
Silas BowkOT, a good worthy citizen, and one who from his suc- 
cess in trapping and hunting, had now the name of the wolf 
catcher. He was, years afterwards, a State Senator, and one of 
the judges of our County Courts. And here looms up to my 
mind's eye, Harry Freeman, a negro slave of CoL Hardenburgh, 
a darkie of the deepest dye, who lived amongst us to a good 
old age, (said to be 100) and was always foremost in wild adven- 
tures, or rather in relating them. He will be remembered by 
our old citizens as an original character, whose ruling passion 
was to tell big stories, and great devotion to the Hardenburgh 
family. In the preceding glance at early days in Auburn, I 
have tried to give some idea of our social life when a village of 
about one thousand inhabitanta 

The year 1817 was a prosperous year for Auburn. The 
building of the State Prison, then recently begun, brought many 
people here, embracing merchants, artisans and mechanics, of 
all branches, a few of whom are still living, and among them I 
recall the names of Dr. Eichard Steel and Abijah Fitch, two of 
our venerable and highly respected citizens. Of this number 
also, was our late departed friend, James S. Seymour, whose 
memory is sacred to us all The town or village moved steadily 
on, gradually increasing in population and business. 

The first event that I recall, out of the usual order of things, 
was the LaFayette reception in the summer of 1824 It was 



118 KECOLLECTIONS OP AUBURN. 

indeed a great day for Auburn. The day was warm and bright^ 
at about midsummer, and the entire county, and part of Onon- 
daga and Seneca seemed to be in the village. The "bair* 
given in the evening at the Center House was visited by the 
General, who saluted all the ladies with a kiss and shook hands 
with the gentlemen. About ten in the evening the escort from 
Onondaga took him in charge and a long line of carriages 
started for Elbridge; among our citizens who composed the 
escort, who met the General at Cayuga Bridge, (a noted point 
in those days) were Enos T. Throop, John W. Hulbert, John 
Porter, Elijah Miller and Captain Bradley Tuttle, with his troop 
of horse. 

I do not pretend to note in historical order the various events 
that marked our growth and evinced our prosperity. The loca- 
tion of the Theological Seminary about the year 1821, and the 
building of the big dam in 1836 were both marks of the prepress 
of the place, and the former of the liberality of our citizens^ 
who contributed freely toward its construction. Something 
thus far having been said about our public buildings, and the 
social ways and customs of our citizens, I will now glance at 
our public and professional men, of which we had a fair ratio 
both as to number and ability. 

Our churches, or houses for public worship were St Peter's 
(Episcopal,) and the First Presbyterian Church. Both of them 
were plain framed buildings of moderate size, and they are 
both of them replaced by large and elegant stone structures 
with large and wealthy congregationa The Methodists, Baptists 
and Universalists had at that time no organization or at least 
had no buildings for public worship. They, however, met from 
time to time and had service in a school-hosue, or at one of the 
large halls of our two hotela At this time these buildings rank 
among the best in the city. I do not purpose to dwell upon or 
relate the reputation or ability of the different rectors and 
ministers of the two churches named, further than to name 
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Doctors Lansing of the Presbyterian and McDonald of St. 
Peter's church, as men of large endowments, great abilities and. 
devotion in the discharge of the duties of their holy callings. 

The medical profession was ably represented in our small^ 
village, and in recalling to mind our physicians and surgeons^ 
of that day I note the change of fashion in the practice then* 
and now. I array before me our doctors as they appeared while 
driving, mounted in the saddle with their medicine cases swung: 
across in the manner of the old time saddle bag. They were- 
moving apothecaries, and carried their shops with them. Their 
mode of travel was on horse back. Our good rich mud for- 
three-quarters of the year made any other mode extremely- 
slow, and the roads nearly impassabla Foremost among the- 
practitioners were Doctors Cole, Tuttle, Pitney and Bennett;: 
Doctors Burt and Crofut had substantially withdrawn from 
practice. The old maxim or saying, that **Two of a trade can-^ 
not agree " was occasionally illustrated, now and then by serious 
assaults, but often by humorous remarks or practical jokes. A 
little incident of the humorous I will relate. A patient of Dr* 
N. P., living a short distance from the village on the Skaneateles 
road, was in so critical a condition that the Doctor called for a 
consultation, and the Doctors, some half dozen in number, duly 
mounted, met and filed off for the patient^s residence. As the 
procession drew near the house Dr. P. called a halt and informed 
his company that he would go ahead and give notice to the 
family of the object of their coming in such force, lest they 
should be surprised or alarmed. Dr. T. a little annoyed at the 
formalities replied, " Very well Doctor, I have a patient a mile 
or so further on whom I will visit, and return here to the funeral, 
day after tomorrow." The laugh was at the expense of Dr. P. 

The Bar of our county in 1817 embraced in its menibers 
many able lawyers, Elijah Miller was then first judge of the 
court of common pleas of Cayuga County, the court now known 
as the Cayuga County Court He was an able lawyer and during 
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his praotice at the bar established a reputation that was sustained 
and confirmed by his administration on the bench. Among 
the leading members of the bar at that time were Enos T. 
Throop, Samuel D. Lockwood, William Brown, Geoi^ B. 
Throop, John H. Beach, David Shepard, Jonathan Hussey, 
Glen Cuyler. 

It is not my intention to dwell upon the individualities of 
the members of the bench or bar of that period, but merely 
note them as of the early residents of our then small village. I 
will, however, allude more particularly to some of the above 
named who were afterwards prominent in public positions. 

About the year 1822 Enos T. Throop was appointed Circuit 
Judge for the seventh Judicial District of the state. He was 
an able and popular judge and held the position until the year 
1829. In 1828, Martin VanBuren was elected Governor, and 
Judge Throop, Lieutenant Governor of the state. In March 
1829 Mr. VanBuren was appointed by the President, General 
Jackson, Secretary of State of the United States, and having 
accepted that office, Mr. Throop became acting Governor for 
the remainder of Governor VanBuren's term. In 1830 he was 
elected Governor and at the end of his official term was 
appointed by General Jackson, naval officer of the City of New 
York, and subsequently, by President VanBuren, Consul at 
Naples. Upon his return, at the close of Mr. VanBuren's 
administration he, after spending a few years at Kalamazoo in 
Michigan, returned to his old homestead near the foot of the 
Owasco Lake whei-e he died on the first day of November, 
1874 in his ninety-first year. He had been a resident of tliis 
county since 1806, and although for many years an active poli- 
tician, his pleasant address, kind heart, and liberal disposition 
made him popular with the masses, and a visit to his hospitable 
home on the shore of the Owasco was a treat often enjoyed by 
our citizens of his day. 

And here I think I may very properly speak of another of 
the fathers of the Cayuga County Bar, Joseph L. Eichardson, 
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the successor of Elijah Miller as first judge of our Court of 
Common Pleas, came to this county in the year 1805, and soon 
after Governor Throop's location here they became partners in 
the practice of law. They were both able lawyers and were 
successful in their business, establishing and maintaining a high 
reputation in the profession. A strong, upright, plain granite 
monument marks the grave of Judge Richardson in Fort Hill 
Cemetery, a monument characteristic of the man who was as 
firm as the granite itself in adhering to what his judgment 
pointed out as the right 

In the year 1819 emigration to the Western States was at high 
tide and Illinois was the Mecca of large numbers of the western 
bound pilgrima In that year Samuel Drake Lockwood, a coun- 
sellor of high standing at our bar, and for a long time a partner 
of Mr. Throop, William H. Brown, (son of William Brown 
above named) and then a young man but recently admitted to 
practice, started with three or four others of our citizens to seek 
their fortunes at the West They located in Illinois, Lockwood 
at Yandalia, and Brown at Kaskaskia They were both emi- 
nently successful Lockwood lived to a good old age, and 
throughout his life kept up a steady correspondence with his 
Auburn friends, the first among them being the late James S. 
Seymour. Mr. Brown's health became impaired after a long 
residence in Illinois. He went abroad, hoping for restoration, 
but died across the ocean. 

William Brown senior, after a long and successful practice 
here, retired from practice, and soon after removed to Brooklyn 
where he died. He was a sound lawyer and a leading member 
of the bar. 

George B. Throop removed to Detroit about thirty years ago 
and died there. He ranked with our best counsellors, but had 
not been in the full practice for many years at the time he left 
here. The rest of those named above, to wit : John H. Beach, 
Jonathan Hussey, Daniel Shepard and Glen Cuyler, died in this 
county. Their remains repose in honored graves. 
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Among the early citizens of Auburn, although not the earli- 
est, there is one name that I cannot pass, knowing well that 
everything relating to his worthy life, or to his lamented death, 
always calls forth the plaudits, and commands and receives the 
sympathies of our citizens, William H. Seward. It is about 
fifty-five years since he came to reside here. He had then but 
recently been admitted to the bar, and was of the age of twenty- 
two years. He at once devoted himself to his profession and 
took his stand among the foremost of his legal brethren ; and 
step by step progressed to the pinical of honor and fame. 
Called into public life, his talents, industry and fidelity in the 
discharge of his duty pointed him out for still higher and more 
important station, and through the offices of State Senator, 
Governor of this state, and Senator of the United States, he 
passed to the premiership of Lincoln^s Cabinet, as Secretary of 
State. His career is known to nearly all of yoft The war of 
the Rebellion — His fidelity to the union during that struggle 
doomed him to the knife of the would be assassin, and doubtless 
shortened his days upon earth. It is difficult for me to speak 
of him without being to some extent egotistical There was 
but one month *s difference in our ages. We were admitted to 
practice at nearly the same time, and it was my privilege to be 
with him, in times of joy and sorrow, from the bridal to the 
grava In the notorious Freeman trial as counsel for the friend- 
less prisoner, he expreesed the hope that whatever else might be 
his reputation in the future, he meant and hoped it could be 
truly said of him, " He was faithful." And his desire was grati- 
fied. After the close of a well spent life, loaded with honors^ 
he rests in peace. 

It is difficult, with our flourishing city before our eyes, to 
describe the little hamlet identical with it, formely known as 
"Hardenburgh Corners." Our principal business street was 
Genesee and that consisted of stores and dwelling houses inter- 
mingled, the former known by their " signs " and their Bulletin 
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boards, leaning against the buildings and containing an inven- 
tory of the stock on hand, somewhat in the following form: 
" Dry Goods, Tea, Coffee, Sugar, Bum, Brandy, Gin, Tobacco, 
Butter, Cheese, &c" There were no fancy lines in the mercantile 
business at that day, no specialties. The word or sign " Store '^ 
covered everything counted among the wants of the people in 
a new country, trom a pound of nails to a silk dress. And in 
the movements of the trade, barter was quite as common as cash 
or credit At that time all, or nearly all our cotton goods were of 
foreign manufactura A former citizen of Auburn, now de- 
ceased, told me that a load of wheat would barely pay for pat- 
terns for three shirts. Wheat sold then, at from thirty-one to 
thirty -seven cents per bushel; thirty-one cents per bushel in 
cash and thirty-seven cents in trada But these things soon 
yielded to the progress of the times. 

The canals and railroads superseded the huge transportation 
wagons with six and eight horse teams, doing the transportation 
of goods and produce between Albany and Buffalo, and no long 
time had passed when the price of wheat was counted at $3.00 
instead of three shillings per bushel, with a corresponding advance 
in the value of other produca The Erie canal, this great 
channel of commerce, will be remembered by some present as 
having been denounced at its inception by its opponents as a 
mere political hobby of one of New York's eminent statesmen, 
Dewitt Clinton. After a lapse of more than half a century it 
is at least a little curious to recall some of the points made 
against its construction* 

Firstf That it could not be built so as to prove of any practi- 
cal use on account of natural obstructions. 

Second, That if built and put in successful operation it would 
bring the products of the Western States and Territories in 
competition with the farmers of our state and ruin their market 
by lowering prices of all their produca 

The success of the project of this connecting link between the 
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lakes and the ocean has vindicated the judgment and wisdom 
of it originators and exceeded their fondest expectationa 

Now in speaking of the early days of Auburn, after passing 
the era of Hardenburgh's Corners, I know of nothing that 
marked it as peculiar or differing from the then surrounding 
settlements. Progress was the word with all and all prospered. 
After the opening of the canal the settlements and "Ports" on 
its line soon grew into thriving villages, and this tended to 
the benefit and prosperity of Aubura Our capitalists invested 
in and carried on business on the line of the canal, (seven miles 
distant,) as well as here. 

Some now present will remember the little settlements on the 
line of the canal, known as Weed*s Basin and Bucks ville, then 
hardly diflfering in population and buildings from the farming 
country around them, now the thriving villages of Weedsport 
and Port Byron. This, it is true has but little to do with the 
early days of Auburn, except by way of contrast in showing 
the march of improvement 

But I am passing beyond the range of my text and will 
retrace my stepa In strolling through our city a few days ago, 
enjoying the comfort and convenience of our well arranged 
walks, my mind reverted to our early days, and this incident 
was brought to memory. On the morning after my arrival at 
Auburn, about my first inquiry was as to the location of the 
State Prison, then in the course of erection. It was an inquiry 
made by nearly all visitors and strangers coming among us, as 
the prison excited the curiosity of all I was told at our hotel, 
that the distance was about one mile. The explanation to this 
being given as the distance arose from the fact that strangers 
wishing to see the prison were directed by the way of North 
and Garden streets and never through State street which was 
at that time a marsh or quagmire. The sidewalks wei'e common 
slabs, irregularly strewn along, and regularly used up for fuel in 
the winter. The bridge across the outlet consisted of a fallen tree 
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and nothing mora Over this tree our citizens familiar with the 
road made their way across the outlet by day and night, and 
with rarely an accident It will be remembered that the prison 
dam was not then built and the body of water in the outlet was 
much less than it now i& The tree was the bridge for a long time, 
and I remember of only one fatal fall from it The victim fell 
from the tree at high water, in the spring of the year, and was 
drowned. Occasional duckings happened, but they were not 
counted in any other way than as administering to the amuse- 
ment of the spectators. I can remember of but one sidewalk 
within our village at that early day and that was on Genesee, 
between State street and the bridga It was laid with brick, 
was four feet in width and laid four feet from the buildings ; 
the space between the buildings and the walk being reserved for 
the merchants and traders to display their wares and signs. I 
allude to these things by way of contrast between then and now, 
the past and the present 

I am writing in my office, opposite to the " Exchange Block ** 
as it is called, one of the finest in the city, flanked on the east 
by Exchange street, and on the west by the Colonade Block 
extending to the Bank of Auburn ; and west of the bank carried 
out by buildings of different grades to William street, all build- 
ings well adapted for use and ornament to the city. 

This plot of ground, from Exchange to William street, was 
known in 1817 as "Bostwick's Garden," and was enclosed by a 
board fence, William Bostwick was the owner of the Hotel 
known as " Coe's " down to the spring of 1817, when the hotel 
lot was purchased by Mr. Coa 

Mr. Bostwick, when he made his western trip from Massachu- 
setts, purchased the state's hundred acres, on lot Na 46 Aurelius, 
now Auburn. It embraced the land on which we are now 
assembled. It is said that the location of our city was intended 
by our first settlers to be fixed on the east side of the outlet, 
upon the handsome plateau on and over part of which we now 
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extend ; counting upon the creek as sabstantially the western 
boundary of the then villaga The shores of the creek were 
marshy and graced with a liberal growth of hemlock trees. 
The hemlock has the reputation of never decaying while under 
ground and one of the builders of the Cayuga County Bank, 
the late Colonel Pomroy, told me that a part of the foundation 
of that Building, which was built about forty years ago, rested 
on a hemlock log or tree. 

Now in the early days of Anbum that part of the village 
east of the creek took the lead in population and business, and 
the reason given for the change that took place was that the 
lots west of the outlet were much cheaper in market than those 
on the hill, and so the village pushed its way west through the 
hemlock swamp, and across the creek. What is now known as 
East Genesee street for a long time took the lead in business. 
George Leitch, Salmon G. Grover, Doctor Richard Steel, Ben- 
nett & Weld, were prominent merchants located there, with 
others whose names I cannot recall There too was the Post 
Office, the office of Judge Grover, our principal Justice of the 
Peace, The Auburn Center House and the Hardenburgh Mill 
The two latter I have before spoken of. 

The location of the Bank of Auburn on its present site in 
the year 1819 had a tendency to bring business west, but that 
location was for some time in doubt and I am reminded of the 
following incident connected with it The bank was chartered 
in 1817. For two or three years following, the banking house 
was kept in the building now known as the National Hotel on 
East Genesee street The location of the bank seemed' fixed by 
public opinion and in fact by negotiations, to be on the comer 
of Seminary avenue and East Genesee street, a small lot, now 
occupied as a store and then owned by Seth Burgess. Daniel 
Kellogg was at that time the president of the bank. It happened 
that meeting William Bostwick on one occasion the latter 
inquired of him " Mr. Kellogg where are you going to build 
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your bank?" Mr. Kellogg replied, "On the comer of Genesee 
street and Seminary avenue, I suppose, but Mr. Burgess asks 
too much for the lot" " How much ?" " $600." " Come over 
here and I will give you a lot," was the reply, and that settled 
the question as to location much to the satisfaction of the west- 
Anders. The deed from Mr. Bostwick conveyed one acre of 
land, about four or five times the quantity contained in the 
Burgess lot This gave an impetus to improvements west of 
the creek or more properly speaking the Owasco outlet Where 
the buildings known as the "Beach Block" now stand, was 
then a private residence owned by Reuben Porter and being 
about five rods front on Genesee street This property was not 
long afterward purchased by Ambrose Cock, who built upon the 
lot four or five small framed two story stores with brick fronts. 
These buildings, thought to be a great improvement to Auburn 
at that time, as in fact they were, were destroyed by fire, with 
several other buildings in the year 1837, and gave place to the 
Beach Block of stone buildings. From that time business 
moved west and the Hill and fine grounds beyond it on East 
Genesee street were improved by fine private residences princi- 
pally, and the rivalry between the " Swamp " and the " Hill " 
ranks among the things that have been. The outlet is lined 
and flanked by mills and manufactories that give evidence of 
the prosperity of a city of about 20,000 inhabitants, and not 
surpassed in its beauty, attractions and healthy location by any 
city in the state. In 1817 the wants of the reading public in 
our locality were supplied by three very moderate sized weekly 
papers, to wit: The Avbum Gazette, The Cayuga Patriot and 
The Advocate of the People, The Gazette was the Clintonian 
oi^n, edited by our venerable citizen, Thomas M. Skinner. 
The Patriot was the Democratic paper of the county, that organ- 
ization or party being then known as Kepublicans. I had before 
me a copy of the Patriot, dated April 14, 1820, edited by 
Ulysses F. Doubleday. It is a five column paper and is just 
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one half the size of the Auburn Morning News, It now graces 
the files of your society as a venerable relia The Advocate of 
the People^ edited by Henry C. Southwick, was a low salary 
organ supporting the Clintonian party, but it was rather irr^u- 
lar in its course and of the castigating order. It had a brief 
existence and soon passed away. 

I have had no personal experience with which to compare 
Auburn in its incipient state with other places in a like condi- 
tion. It seems to me that we must have been an exceptionally 
social, and sociable community; when the labors of the day 
were over, little gatherings of our people were to be found at 
the hotels in social conversation or amusement Personal 
adventure and achievement were the main subjects of discusion 
and while one branch of the company were relating the how 
and the why and the wherefore of their locating in Auburn, 
others were amusing themselves around the " checker board " 
that in those times always graced the bar-room or the parlor of our 
public houses. We had no classes among us. All were in the 
circle who conducted properly (and a few who did not) whether 
rich or poor. Self respect was the only passport required, and 
when that was lost the individual dropped off on his own motion. 

The reasons given for locating in Auburn were of almost every 
kind, but all were seeking their fortunes in life and filled with 
great expectationa The reason given by an enterprising young 
mechanic I will state, as it seems to me to be to some extent 
instructive, and to carry a moral with it He was from Sarato- 
ga, my native county, and in " looking around," as he termed 
it, stopped here for a short time and then pursued his pro- 
specting westward and finally fixed upon a village not one 
hundred miles from us, as his future home ; and took his lodg- 
ings at the principal hotel While making his arrangements he 
was one evening seated in the bar-room when a woman with two 
children, little girls, came in and aske^ the landlord for food and 
shelter for the night She said that she had but little money, 
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barely enough to pay her stage fare to a neighboring village, 
her homa She was rudely turned out of the housa The 
young man followed her, took her and the children to the land- 
lady, and arranged with her for food and shelter. The next 
morning he called for his bill at the hotel and told the landlord 
that he was about leaving the village, and to his inquiiy why 
he did so, he answered : I will not stay in a place where a man 
in your position treats poor women and children as you did last 
night I had a big sight (no, he did not say big, he was not par. 
ticularly choice in his language when excited, and used a much 
stronger adjective, which I will not repeat, we will call it big,) 
I had a big sight rather go to the Poor House at once, than 
remain among you. He came to Auburn, and was, for forty 
years or more, an enterprising and prosperous business man. 
He accumulated a competence and lived and died among us ; 
always the same kind, liberal and generous man. 

In closing my remark, I repeat what I said in commencing 
them. What I have said is rather a summary or allusion to 
events that have happened in Auburn during my residence here, 
rather than a history of them, but, subject to a discount for 
errors of dates, they are submitted as events coming within 
my knowledge. In short you have an old man's story : 
" Only that and nothing more," 
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Boswell Franklin was the first white man to build a house 
within the present limits of Cayuga County, the precise location 
of which tradition has carefully preserved. Fortunately, it is 
situated on the lands of a generous citizen of Aurora, widely 
known for his liberality and public spirit, who is about to mark 
the spot in a suitable way, that it may be known for generations 
to come where the pioneer settler on the banks of the Cayuga, 
driven there by troubled fortunes, reared a homa In 1861, 
seventy years after the event, and on the anniversary of the 
birth of Washington, at the request of the citizens of Aurora, 
an historical address in memory of the founder of the village 
was delivered by a grandson, the Rev. William S. Franklin, 
then of Genoa, now of Syracuse, who has kindly placed his 
manuscript at the disposal of this Society, and thus largely fur- 
nished the material from which this paper has been prepared. 

Captain Roswell Franklin was born in the town of Wood- 
bury, Litchfield Co., Conn., and his early training was of the 
stem, Puritan type, characteristic of New England in the first 
half of the last century. On the breaking out of the French 
and Indian war, in 1755, which was the struggle between France 
and England for dominion on this continent, young Franklin 
enlisted as a private in the British army, and took part in the 
various engagements which were fought upon the northern 
frontier and in Canada, and which resulted in the triumph of 
the English army. Both the combatants had strained every 
nerve upon the bloody arena, and both had enlisted the Indian 
tribes in the conflict *^ Conflagration, massacre, outrage filled 
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all homes with consternation and deluged the land in misery." 
Even the cabin of the lonely settler was sought out by savage 
allies and its helpless inmates brutally murdered. The war 
lasted for seven years, and in the fall of Quebec in 1760, France 
lost the possession of the St Lawrence, and with it her cherished 
Canadian colonies, but still retained her original hold of the 
territory of Louisiana, at the mouth of the Mississippi, and had 
succeeded in inciting the Cherokees, the most powerful of the 
neighboring tribes, against the more southern English colonies, 
plundering, massacring, scalping the inhabitants of the more 
exposed settlementa In the meanwhile, England had declared 
war against Spain, then in possession of the island of Cuba, and 
in decided sympathy with the French in the great struggle. One 
blow remained to be struck before the victory was complete^ 
and this was aimed at the Spanish stronghold ; and in 1762, a 
naval expedition was fitted out in England against Havana, 
consisting of nineteen ships of the line, eighteen frigates and 
about one hundred and fifty transports, with ten thousand 
troops on board. These forces were joined by about four thou- 
sand troops, drafted for this purpose, in this country — among 
whom was Boswell Franklin, who had already done such valiant 
service in successive campaigns of the war, and had become 
inured to a soldier's life. The fleet was commanded by 
Admiral Pococke, who had won distinction in a similar expedi- 
tion against the East Indies ; the land forces were under the 
direction of the Earl of Albemarla On the way to Havana 
three of the transports were wrecked, and Franklin among oth- 
ers, cast upon an uninhabited island, where they were com- 
pelled to remain until the voyage could be made and means 
could be provided for their relief, owing to the crowded condi- 
tion of the transporta This occupied fourteen days, during 
which the wrecked soldiers suffered great hardships, their scanty 
provisions saturated with sea water, and without shelter from a 
tropical sun. Discipline, however, was maintained, and the 
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men made the best of their circumstances. They succeeded io' 
distilling sea water for drinking purposes, but in such limited 
quantities that the cask which contained it was constantly 
under guard, and rations served to each man with the most 
careful economy. The story is told of Franklin, and the con- 
fession must have come from himself after all danger from 
detection was passed, that one night when he was on duty 
guarding the cask, his thirst got the better of his fidelity ; and^ 
as the only means of access to its tantalizing contents was 
through the bung hole, by cutting ofE the point of his bayonet 
sheath, he found himself with a convenient tube, which 
answered his purpose ; and we forbear all criticism of the mo* 
rality of the act until we are put in his place. 

After the lapse of two weeks, the returned transports arrived 
and soon Franklin and his comrades were among the beseigers 
before the walls of Havana. The place then, as now, was 
strongly fortified by nature and art, while entrance to the har- 
bor was menaced by fourteen Spanish ships of the line. At 
length a landing was effected by the British troops, who also 
succeeded in dragging their cannon up a bold and rocky 
declivity, though at fearful cost, many of the men dropping 
dead from thirst and heat The seige was maintained with 
varying fortunes, and with unabated ardor, although hardship, 
and the diseases incident to the climate, had rendered two-thirds 
of the attacking force unfit for service, a breach was effected, 
the fort stormed and the garrison captured. Four hundred 
Spaniards were cut to pieces or drowned in their attempt to 
escapa The rest laid down their arms and obtained quarters. 
The seige whiSh lasted twelve weeks, resulted in the surrender 
of the city, with a district of one hundred and eighty miles to 
the westward, together with the ships and armament of the 
harbor. This was perhaps the heaviest single blow ever struck 
by any nation ; for besides crippling immensely the resources 
of her enemy, it gave to England the absolute command of 
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the Galf of Mexico, and eyentaally the possessioD of the 
whole Americaa Archipelago. 

From this expedition, the sacce&s of which inured to the 
honor of all engaged in it, Franklin returned to his native 
town, where he was soon married and settled in agricultural 
pursuits. This was in 1762. But about this time, a company 
was chartered in Connecticut, under the title of the Susque-* 
hanna Co, to purchase from the Indians, the Wyoming Valley 
with the intent to colonize it as soon as practicable The first 
attempt toward its settlement failed, and the enterprise was for 
a time suspended. In the meanwhile a rival company, formed 
in Pennsylvania, laid claim to this territory as included in the 
Penn Charter, which gave rise to a serious dispute known in 
the history of the time, as the Penamite war. Moreover, the 
Pennsylvanians had a deed of purchase from the Six Nations, 
who claimed the right of conquest over this territory, and their 
deed had been ratified at a grand council held at Fort Stanwix. 
Nothing daunted at this, the Connecticut Company, resumed 
their attempts to occupy the disputed region, early in the year 
of 1769, to find the rival colony in possession of the improve- 
ments previously made, with a block house and the necessary 
preparations to defend their claim. 

It was while these troubles were at their height, and in the 
spring of 1770, that Capt Franklin, leaving his family for the 
time, came from Woodbury to Wyoming, having already 
become identified with the Connecticut enterprisa The dis- 
tance was about SOO miles, and the journey one of peril and 
difficulty under the most favored conditiona He got through 
safely from Woodbury, but on his return for his family, in 
company with several others, and while stopping for the night 
on the Jersey side of the Delaware, opposite Easton, Pa, he 
and his companions were siezed by the Penamites, lodged in 
the eastern jail, and put upon bread and water. Accustomed 
as one here was to hard /are and rough usage, he was not did' 
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posed tamel J to submit to such treatment, but take the first 
opportunity to make his escapa His fellow prisoners readily 
entered into his views and chose him as their leader. '' I am 
the smallest man among you," he replied, " but will undertake 
the business on condition, that in case of failure you will share 
the consequences with ma" To this they all agreed* The 
prison was well guarded and the only chance of escape was 
in the daytime and; by strat^y. The men were confined in 
the upper part of the building and allowed once a day to go 
down in companies of four at a time, attended by a keeper, and 
into a small yard in the rear, for exercise. It so happened that 
on the afternoon fixed for the escape, the jailer was absent and 
a deputy aided by several citizens was in charga When the 
squad to which Franklin belonged was brought down into the 
yard, he challenged the deputy officer to a hop match, which 
was readily accepted and so arranged that each was to hop 
across the yard in an opposite direction from the door that led 
back into the building. Franklin made his three hops, and as 
his competitor was about to follow, he cried out, ^* wait till I 
come back and see that you start fair." It was all satisfactory 
and the beguiled officer was doing his best to out-jump his 
prisoner, Franklin and his three companions, who had kept 
near him, sprang for the door which had been left unlocked, 
and quickly turned the key on the keeper and his attendants. 
Once in the building, the other prisoners were quickly liberated, 
and all providing themselves with arms and amunition stored 
there for an emergency, they made for the gate which opened 
into the street, the key to which they had readily succeeded in 
finding. The outcry of the officer and his fellow guards, 
imprisoned in the jail yard had brought a number of the citi- 
zens together, but fortunately they were unarmed, and as the 
captain and his little company marched out with their guns and 
in strict military order, the astonished crowd hardly compre- 
hending the situation, parted to the right and left, and were 
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allowed to go their way. But the danger of recapture was by 
no means over. The rest of the party, thinking it unnecessary 
now that they were out of the village, to keep together, con- 
trary to the advice of their leader, broke up, each one looking 
out for himself; and it so happened that all were retaken,, 
except Franklin, and put back in their old place of confine- 
ment Disposing of his gun, he cut a good sized hickory stick 
which would serve for a club in an emergency, he concealed 
himself in a bush pasture until dark, when he laid his course 
directly for the village, passed through the main street to the 
river, without the suspicion that he was one of the escaped 
prisoners. Crossing the river in a canoe which he found at 
hand, he wandered in the darkness wet, hungry and without a 
coat to his back, and in the morning found himself still so near 
to the village that he could hear the beat of the drums calling 
the people to arma He soon found his way to a house, where 
he was kindly received after relating his adventure, and hi» 
host sent him on his way recruited and in excellent spirits, with 
instructions how he might best reach Woodbury, where he 
arrived in safety and in due time returned to Wyoming with 
his family. 

Here he found the war between the rival colonists as bitter 
as ever. Certain overtures on the part of the Connecticut set- 
tlers toward an amicable adjustment of difficulties served only 
to encourage hostilities, and even oonccress them in session at 
Philadelphia was invoked to secure a peace, but without effect 

In December, 1778, a force of four hundred Pennsylvanian» 
well armed and provisioned, under command of Colonel Plunk- 
ett, marched against the settlement to dispossess the Yankies^ 
having come up the river in boats, and with the intention of 
• making the attack from the west sida But here his advance 
was intercepted by a stout breast work of logs, on the slope of 
a wooded hill which cropped down near the water's edge, and 
from which he was received with such a heavy and well directed 
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fire that he was compelled to retreat and abandon the attack from 
that direction. The only alternative was to cross the river and 
approach the settlement from the east sida At this janctiire 
Captain Franklin received orders to intercept the enemy, should 
this prove to be the movement, and he was allowed to choose 
his men. The occasion required prompt and enerjectic action. 
It was growing late in the afternoon ; boats had to be secured 
and everything depended upon getting the start of the invaders. 
Before sunset Franklin had his men «ver the river, some three 
miles from the point where it was anticipated Plunkett's force 
would cross, and by a rapid march reached the spot just in time 
to hear through the darkness the boats of the enemy crushing 
the anchor ice, as they neared the shore. All was silent for the 
moment on the bank, but as the unsuspecting foe was about to 
land, a sharp volley of musketry bursting out of the darkness 
threw the entire force into such confusion, that nothing remained 
to Plunkett and his army, but to make their escape as best they 
could, and thus the settlement was saved without the loss of a 
single life on the side of its heroic defenders. This was the 
last attempt on the part of Pennsylvania, at least for several 
years, to dispossess the Connecticut colonists of their foothold 
in the Wyoming Valley. 

This was in the year 1776, leaving but a brief interval of 
comparative quiet before the outbreak of the Revolutionary 
War, which was to demand new sacrifices of patriotism and 
valor, and soon to devastate their fair valley and drench it in 
the blood of its inhabitants. Captain Franklin was early 
enlisted as a commissioned officer in Washington's army, and 
served in its several campaigns up to the summer of 1778, 
when with several other officers of the main army from the 
vicinity, he was allowed to return to Wyoming, in view of the 
threatened and defenceless condition of that region. He arrived 
in time to take part in the brave but ineffectual defence against 
the invasion of Butler with his Tory Bangers and Indian^, the 
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Story of which is too familiar to need repetition here, and forms 
one of the most thrilling chapters in American history. Not 
more than 800 men, old and young, coald be mastered to resist 
the enemy, numbering oyer a thousand strong. With this 
comparatively small force, CoL Zebulon Butler, a continental 
officer of proverbial bravery and skill, left the fort, on the 8rd 
of July, and the same day gave battle to the enemy, on open 
ground. After a desperate struggle, the little band gave way, 
with a loss of two-thirds of their number, who were massacred 
by the Tories and Indians, with every demonstration of savage 
cruelty, showing even to prisoners no quarter or mercy. Capt 
Franklin, who had a command under CoL Dorrence, stood his 
ground, endeavoring to rally his men, even after the general 
rout began, until orders came from his superior officer that all 
was lost and they must look out for themselves. Two of his 
brothers had already fallen in the fight ; and his only chance 
of escape was in the direction of a settlement In his flight, 
the Indians were in such close pursuit that he would turn and 
fire upon them, reload his gun while running, then fire again, 
expecting every moment to be his last Coming to the bank 
of a small stream, down which was a dense thicket of alders 
and hazel bushes, and being closely pressed by his pursuers, he 
hurriedly poured a quantity of powder into the muzzle of his 
gun, and dropped in two balls which he had kept in his mouth 
for an emergency, and plunging into the thicket, threw himself 
flat on the ground, drew his faithful weapon close to his side, 
and awaited the result The savages were soon upon his hid- 
ing placa He could hear their stealthy footsteps all around 
him. His commanding officer, CoL Dorrence, was massacred 
but a few rods ofiL He heard him o^ for quarter, even the 
blows of the hatchet, and the death groan. One after another, 
the Indians in their hunt for victims, passed close to the spot 
where he lay concealed, until all was still ; when, now near sun- 
set) he ventured to raise his head and look about him ; and, as 
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no enemy appeared he made his way to the settlement, to wit- 
ness the horrors of that awful night, from which the terrified 
inhabitants who had escaped the tomahawk and scalping knife, 
were fleeing in all directions toward the mountains and foi^ests 
under the coverof the darkness. Mra Franklin, upon learning 
of the result of the battle and supposing him to be among the 
victims of the massacre, had taken their six children in a boat 
and fled down the river. He joined them the next day and 
conducted them to a place of safety, where they remained until 
the following spring. His only dependence to sustain his fam- 
ily in the meanwhile, was what he was able to gather from the 
remains of his crops on the farm at Wyoming. On returniog 
from one of these visits after supplies, he found that they had 
been down with small pox, and that one of the children had 
died of the loathesome disease. Tn the spring he returned 
with his wife and four children to his pillaged home, only to 
encounter a new sorrow. He had already taken his eldest son, 
Joseph, a lad of fourteen years, in advance to Wyoming, and 
on completing an encampment tor the return of the rest of the 
family, had left him with a neighbor named Lester ; but on 
coming back learned that Lester had been murdered by the 
the Indians and the family taken prisoners. Joseph in attempt- 
ing to escape was shot through the thigh, which disabled him 
from keeping up with the party. He was left behind in charge 
of two Indians, who doubtless tomahawked him, as they joined 
the main party the next day with a fresh scalp, and the lad was 
never afterward heard from. The two or three families that 
ventured back into the neighborhood, in a few days, had disap- 
peared, and Franklin was left with his household, amid the sor- 
rows and perils of the place. 

At different times, both before and after the Wyoming battle, 
the settlers were annoyed by the Indians, who would keep 
watch upon the surrounding hills, and seizing the favorable 
opportunity, would rush upon some defenceless family for 
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plunder or murder, or waylay the road for priaonera Franklin 
seems to have his full share of such experiences. Early one 
morning, before it was scarcely light, hearing a noise about his 
premises, he discovered three Indians, prowling from a comer of 
bis calf pasture, a short distance from the house, and gave them 
a shot, to some purpose, as the fence they crossed in their flight 
was stained with blood At another time, hearing an ominous 
squealing in the neighborhood of the hog pen, he cautiously 
crept behind a brush fence till he came in fair view of the 
Indians killing his hogs, and as one of them rose up from his 
work a fair mark, Franklin drew up his gun and finished him. 
On another occasion when he, with others, were on a scouting 
expedition, they encountered a party of Indians in the woods, 
who being partly outflanked, had formed a line of battle, in the 
shape of a half moon. Franklin, who had a position at the 
end of the opposing line, espied an Indian at a convenient dis- 
tance, evidently watching his chance to get a shot at somebody 
in an opposite direction, at the same time seeking to shield 
himself behind a trea But so eager was the savage to kill his 
enemy, that he incautiously exposed his body, when Fmnklin 
put a ball through him, ran u]), seized his gun, stripped ofE his 
accoutrements, and would have scalped him, but for one of the 
scouts who was more expert in the business. In such ways, 
he had become well known to the Indians who both hated and 
feared him, and were ever on his track for revenge. How well 
they succeeded will now appear, in troubles which came thick 
and fast 

He had now moved his family about three miles up the river 
to Solomon*s creek, as it was called, near to a block house 
erected for defence of the settlers against the incursions of Tories 
and Indians. One of his first experiences here was the capture 
of his second son Eoswell, and Arnold Franklin, a nephew, 
(son of one of the brothers who fell at the battle of Wyoming), 
that came to live with his uncle about the time Joseph was 
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taken prisoner and mupdered. The two lads were on their way 
from the block house, down to the farm three miles away, 
when several Indians sprang upon them from a clump of bushes 
by the roadside, and strange enough to the boys, took them 
right on to the place where they were going ; but as they came 
into the neighborhood of the farm, they found their captors 
had secured six horses, three of which were Franklin's, and 
that they were to be carried as prisoners to the British fort at 
Niagara. The journey was a trying one to these lada At one 
time the party were nearly five days without anything to eat, 
except nuts and berries they found in the woods, when the 
monotony of the journey was relieved by killing a bear and 
her two cubs, which for a while amply supplied their wants. 
On approaching a Seneca village, their captors gave a peculiar 
yell, which, as if by magic, brought together a crowd, old and 
young, men and women, with clubs, sticks, or whatever each 
one in bis haste could lay hold of, and here the prisoners 
were compelled to run the gauntlet; and young Roswell, 
in giving the account some years afterward, says he expected 
to be killed and was actually almost pounded to death. On 
their arrival at Niagara, the two boys were put to service as 
waiters to two British officers, which if it brought them some 
rough usage, also enlarged their observation, until the close of 
the war, when they were released and returned home, by way 
of Lake Champlain and Ticonderoga, where they sold their 
blankets, which gave them a little money, and proceeded on 
foot to Albany. Here they found a chance down the river, 
when they made directly for the Valley of Wyoming, now and 
then catching a ride for brief distances. When the lads arrived 
at the house, which was different from the one they left, the 
old man was so overcome, that for some minutes he could 
neither speak nor listen to their story. For two years he had 
been in ignorance of their fate, whether they were dead or alive. 
In the meanwhile, and not long after the disappearance of the 
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boys, a crowning calamity had befallen the hoasehold, which 
tried his nerve and tested his manhood, as naught else, hith- 
erto, in all his hard experience. 

It was the capture of his family by the Indians in the spring 
of 1781, a full detailed narrative of which I have before me, 
but which I must condense lest you be wearied with this recital 
of misfortunes. 

It was on Sunday about noon, as Mrs. Franklin was prepar- 
ing for dinner, that she sent one of the children to the spring, 
only a short distance away, for a pitcher of water. The child not 
returning and making no answer to the repeated calls from the 
house, the mother at once suspected that Indians were lurking 
about the premises. Mr. Franklin had been absent from the 
house but a short time, in search of one of his pigs that had 
strayed from the pen and had not returned, when eight Indians 
armed, suddenly enterted and pointed their guns at the defence- 
less mother, and her little ones, but seeing no man about the 
house, gave each one a thump with the fist, as much as to say 
you are our prisonera Having hastily pillaged the house and 
set it on fire, they started with their captives for the adjacent 
mountaina Captain Franklin returned to see his home in 
fiames, and just as the roof was falling in. Searching for indi- 
cations whether the fire might be accidental or the work of his 
enemies, he found two guns, which he had won from the savages 
in previous encounters, broken to pieces and the fragments 
lying by a stump near at hand. Other evidence showed it to 
be the work of Indiana A few neighbors rallied to the scene 
and were soon on track of the f ugitivea They followed the 
trail for several days, when they discovered the Indian party 
concealed in some oak bushes, covering the hill side, evidently 
aware of their approach and on the alert The first intimation 
that the captives had that white men were in pursuit, was the 
exchange of shots between the parties, and as the fight was in 
the bushes and desultory, they were in constant danger from both 
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sidea Indians in those days were called " Copperheads " by 
the whites, while in turn white men were nicknamed " Rebels " 
by the Indians ; and these epithets they could hear passing back 
and forth, as they nestled close to the ground, while the bullets 
whizzed over them. After a hot contest, in which six of the 
Indians were killed they retreated leaving the remaining party 
masters of the ground. But just as the firing had ceased, Mrs. 
Franklin, anxious to know whether her husband was there, raised 
upon her elbow, for her first look, when she was shot by one of the 
Indians and falling back among her children, expired. Up to 
this moment the children themselves, were in ignorance of what 
all this meant and as yet their deliverers had not discovered any 
one of the captivea The eldest daughter, Olive, then thirteen 
years of age, in her account given many years afterward, says : 
" I soon arose and sat up. It was still ; not a breath of air to 
stir the leaf of a bush; the silence of death was around us. 
We were a desolate little company. I first looked at my mother 
lying dead at my side and next at my brother and sister, and 
then thought to myself what shall we do. One thought filled 
my mind, and that was to get back to the spot from whence 
we were taken. I was full of hope that we should be able to 
get back to our old place, and took my brother on my back and 
spoke to my sister to run along the path before ua We started 
and went forward a few yards and appeared to be getting on 
well, when suddenly we heard somebody shouting after ua 
There, I told you, said my sister, the Indians would be after us 
and catch us again. Once more we heard a man crying out 
and trying to hail ua I listened and knew his voice. He 
spoke with all his might and said, run you dear souls, run I 
I leaped for joy with the boy on my back ; and we flew to the 
arms of our friend who now for the first we had known, had 
come to our rescua 

The party bad now to make their way back a distance of 
over sixty miles, leaving the body of the wife and mother 
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unburied in the forest, and exposed at every step of the way 
to tresh dangers from a wily and revengeful foe. When they 
had got as near the end of their journey as Wilkesbarre, the 
people along the river had wind of their coming and among 
the crowd to welcome their arrival at this point was Franklin 
himself, whose anxieties had well nigh prostrated him, and who 
was now to be relieved from his painful suspense, in mingled 
emotions of sorrow and of joy. A man must be made of stem 
stuff to go through such an experience and not lose couraga 
But those were rough times which made women and even chil- 
dren heroic, when life was a continuous fight for existence, and 
sufferings which are simply appalling to us in their recital, 
became the ordinary lot of the hardy pioneer. 

In 1784, some three years after these events, Capt Franklin 
had re-established a home, having taken for his second wife the 
widow of his neighbor Lester who was murdered by the Indians 
at the same time, his own son, to which reference has already 
been made. He was now to all appearance settled in life, with 
better prospects in the return of peace and comparative social 
order. But it would seem there was no rest for this man from 
misfortune and disaster. A fresh calamity came upon him 
which determined him to leave the Wyoming valley, and ulti- 
mately brought him into this region. The great ice freshet on 
the Susquehanna, in the spring of 1784, which was terribly 
destructive along its banks, deluged his farm, swept away his 
buildings, live stock, grain, while he and his family barely 
escaped with their lives. But for a block house in the vicinity 
in which they found refuge, and which stood the madness of 
the current, and masses of ice, before which every ordinary 
building was carried away, they must have perished. 

This broke him up at Wyoming, and he moved with his 
family, sixty miles up the river, to a place called Wysock. 
During his residence here of five years, he encountered numer- 
ous discouragements, and was still casting about for a more 
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favorable location. In 1788, four years after he left Wyoming, 
a company was formed, composed of settlers in that valley, who 
like himself, were seeking a more quiet abode ; and succeeded 
in negotiating an arrangement with the Indians for the lands 
lying between the Cayuga and Owasco Lakes, in the form of 
a perpetual lease, for a stipulated sum to be paid annually, 
and with a view to settlement In pursuance of this object, 
Capt Franklin with Elisha Durkee and others, in the fall of 
the same year, made a survey of these lands, dividing them 
into lots of one hundred and sixty acres each. This company 
was known as the Little Lessee Ca, to distinguish it from the 
one which about the same time had leased from the Indians, 
lands west of the Cayuga Lak& 

With the way thus prepared, Franklin left Wysock, in March 
1789, with his own, and the family of his son-in-law, Ebenezer 
White, for their new home on the banks of the Cayuga. The 
little emigrant train consisted of two or three sleighs, for the 
snow was still upon the ground, wnth the household effects, and 
a small drove of live stock. The emigrants followed the river 
as far as Owego, where the train divided, the live stock driven 
by the shorter way of Ithaca, through the woods, and the teams 
coming by way of Elmira, to the head of Seneca Lake, and cut- 
ting their road through the forest for a considerable part of the 
distanca The rest of the journey was by boat down the lake, 
in and through the Seneca river, where they encountered many 
troublesome delays, into the Cayuga lake, in which they were 
detained several days, breaking their way through the ice, at 
length, landing at the spot where Aurora now standi Not a 
soul, Indian or white man, was to oppose or welcome their 
coming. 

This was in April, 1789, ten years after Sullivan's army had 
passed through this region with fire and sword, destroying 
almost every vestige of Indian occupation, in revenge of the 
Wyoming massacre ; and three years before the pioneer settler 
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of Auburn had built his cabin and mill on the banks of the 
Owasco outlet The spring had fairly opened, and the rudest 
sort of a structure served the purposes of temporary shelter. 
It consisted of a simple framework of poles, covered on three 
sides with split slabs, and a roof of bark. These new comers 
had brought with them provisions for their immediate wants 
only, relying upon a small quantity of grain, a barrel of floor 
and one of pork, which Franklin had taken the precaution to 
store at Tioga. Accordingly, his son Boswell, and White, the 
son-in-law, were dispatched after the necessary articles, only to 
find, after a hard journey through the forest, that the mill in 
which the grain was stored, had been burned with its contents, 
and that the flour and pork had been stolen. In this emer- 
gency they bethought themselves of a few sheaves of unthreshed 
rye, left at Wysock, the former home, which they secured, had 
ground into flour, and brought back with them as their only 
reward of a journey which took five weeks of rough work to 
accomplish. The main dependence of the two related house- 
holds, which appear to have had all things in common, was the 
milk from two cows and the few ground nuts which they might 
chance to find. Soon, however, a little space was cleared, and 
for want of a plough, the surface broken by an implement, 
which, I should say, needed to be seen to be accurately 
described, and appeared to have consisted of a limb of a tree, 
for a handle, with an attached block chipped out of the trunk, 
and shaped into a sort of a hoe, or hand-plough, — an illustra- 
tion at once of the readiness of that virgin soil to respond to 
the rudest culture, and of the primitive modes of life to which 
these first settlers of our fair country were reduced under the 
strain of misfortune which forced them hither. This first sum- 
mer was one of toil and privation ; but before it had passed, 
several young men, two or three with families, came into the 
neighborhood and the prospects of the settlement wore an 
encouraging aspect In September of this first year, the hut 
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of poles and bark, which had served for a shelter during the 
warmer season gave place to a substantial log dwelling, which 
has been properly distinguished as the first house erected by a 
white man, within the limits of Cayuga County. It was quite 
an undertaking under the circumstances and a , large territory 
was scoured for the needed help to handle the logs and raise 
the structure. It is said that every white man within the pres- 
ent bounds of the county was present, and took part in its 
erection, seventeen in all; and that it required two days to 
complete the work. The names have been preserved, with that 
of the master builder, John Harri& The complete list is as 
follows : Roswell Franklin (sen.), Joseph Atwell, Levi Atwell, 

Hulbert Atwell, John Harris, Harris, lona Brownwell, 

M. Spaulding, Ebenezer White, John White, Job Pixley, Dan- 
iel Guthrie, Ebenezer Guthrie, Seth Phelps, John Richardson, 
Thomas Manchester, Edward Payne. A fragment from the 
remains of this historic dwelling was among the several articles 
deposited in the corner stone of the Presbyterian church of 
Aurora, erected in 1861 ; and one of its memorial windows 
worthily commemorates the name and servicees, as ruling elder 
of that congregation, of Roswell Franklin, the son, to whom 
allusion has been made in this narrative, and who died at 
Aurora in a good old age, one of its most respected citizens 
An extract from a somewhat lively letter, giving in later years 
the reminiscences of one of the young men of the place, will 
give some idea of social life in the new settlement: ^*Our 
buildings although differing in size agreed as to model and 
plan. Just fancy you see something in a square form, the 
sides of Yankee bar posts, set nearly perpendicular, a roof such 
as it was, but the deHl of a floor. We all received our rations 
at headquarters, the Franklin hotel, and fared sumptuously 
«very day. Do you want our bill of fare ? Well, then, you 
shall have it One meal of boiled squash ; next, string beans ; 
next, green corn, or peas, or pusley. Charming variety ; either 
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of these made up for veal, mutton, plumb pudding, partridge^ 
adding trimmings. But we had at length what they call on 
ship board, a bunjan day. The bears wounded two small hogs. 
It was necessary to kill them to save their lives. There was 
just about as much fat on their bristles as under them. But we 
accepted Sir Bruin's offering as a feast of fat things, and 
devoutly hoped he would call again. Our nearest grist mill 
was Tioga Point, over 80 miles. No matter we had a crooked 
Indian tow path one foot wide. This was only improved as a 
dernier resort, until Edward Payne erected a pocket mill two 
miles from Aurora. Previous to this, by the aid of fire and 
Yankee invention we had converted stumps into what we called 
samp mortars, where many bushels of corn were mangled or 
jammed into samp or hominy. Not a bad dish in the woods 
where you can get no butter. Post offices, we had none, nor 
did we want any. We were like the Frenchman who said to 
Louis Fourteenth : "All a poor subject asks of your Majesty 
is that your Majesty will graciously ask nothing of hioL" Our 
nearest store was I don't know where. Be it where it would, 
we could not get to it It was of no use unless we could kill 
a racoon. I had almost forgotten Father Atwell, our man of 
God, for the time being, who lived south of the triangular vil- 
lage, consisting of three huts. He used to hold meetings at 
his own log shanty on Sundays I happened to step into their 
shanty, one day just as they were sitting down to dinner of 
boiled pusley (purslane) and nothing els&" 

The work of settlement had now fairly commenced, though 
it must be confessed the conveniences of life were few. But to 
Boswell Franklin, the change from the perils and troubles of 
the Wyoming valley, was most grateful. "The coast was 
clear and the land was good." Everything put into the ground 
grew and prospered wonderfully, and his situation began to be 
cheerful and flattering. But as yet he had no title to his land. 
The lease obtained from the Indians was void, as the state had 
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obtained by treaty and purchase the territory known as the 
military tract, and had divided it up into lots and apportioned 
it to soldiers of the revolution, the Indians reserving a certain 
portion of the land for themsefves. Moreover it was found 
that when the state surveyors came on to lay out the lota 
according to the treaty, his house and half his improvements- 
fell within the Indian line. Others of the settlers had located 
on the reservation. The Indians complained of this to Governor 
Clinton who issued a proclamation warning the people to leave 
the reserved lands. No attention was paid to this order. The- 
Indians continued their complaint, until the Governor sent on 
a sheriff and a posse of fifty men to dispossess the intruders. 
They did it thoroughly, turned some fourteen families adrift 
and burned their houses. Franklin was near the line, and 
petitioned the sheriff to let him remain until spring. This- 
was granted provided he could satisfy the Indiana Before the 
time expired, he had agreed with a neighbor, in whom he 
reposed confidence, to procure a title to that part of the lot not 
within the forbidden limits, with the understanding that the 
man was to have half the land for his trouble. It turned out 
however, that the whole lot of 640 acres, which Franklin 
supposed was to be negotiated for, with a view to the protection 
of his interests, was bought from under him, and measures 
instituted to dispossess him. In this he believed himself the 
victim of base treachery. The wrong thus done him preyed 
upon his mind. Seeing little or no hope that he would be able 
to retain his house, located within the Indian reservation, and 
with health impaired by his rough fortunes, this brave soldier 
and sturdy pioneer succumbed at last to his misfortunes and 
fell into deep mental despondency. For several weeks he went 
about in this forlorn state of mind, avoiding his neighbors, and 
losing all interest in his family and affaira Tired of carrying 
the burden he had borne so long and bravely, one day in the 
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early spring of 1792, three years only after, he took his gun 
with him into a neighboring wood, and shot himself dead— a 
sad and tragic close to a life beset with hardship, clouded with 
sorrow, and tossed by wind and wave to the last Such lives 
cannot be in vain if they serve to remind us of the great cost 
at which this our goodly heritage hath been wrought out for 
us, or teach us gratitude for the memories of the men who 
endured and died without seeing the fruit of their struggle and 
sacrifice. 
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SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF GOVERNOR 
THROOP. 



In compliance with a request made by your committee on 
papers we have gathered from memory and from published 
records, a few of the incidents in the life of Governor Throop, 
which we trust may have some interest for his old friends and 
neighbors. 

It was at a very interesting period of the history of our 
country that the subject of this brief sketch was born at Johns- 
town, Montgomery County, N. Y., in the year 1784. 

The city of New York had just been evacuated by the British ; 
General Washington had resigned his commission as comman- 
der-in-Chief of the armies of the United States, and retired to 
his home at Mt Vernon. 

The asperities of the Whig and Tory factions had not yet 
died away, in the very heart of the strife where Sir William 
Johnson and his swarthy allies had contended for the right of 
Great Britian to govern her colonies. 

The grand parents of Governor Throop had been driven from 
their home in Lebanon, Connecticut, by the overbearing spirit 
of the Loyalists, and had taken refuge in Nova Scotia, intend- 
ing to make thai their permanent abode; but soon after their 
removal from the United States the breaking out of the Revo- 
lutionary War recalled them to their native land ; being Whigs 
they were again driven out of the country by the Tories, and it 
was not without great suffering accompanied by fear and fatigue 
that they finally returned in safety to the United States. 

Their son, George Bliss, who was born in Lebanon, Connecti- 
cut, received a collegiate education, and at the age of twenty- 
three married Abiah Thompson the youngest child of Enos 
Thompson of Dutchess County, N. Y. 
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Enos Thompson was one of three brothers who removed from 
New Haven and settled the track of wild land near the east 
line of Dutchess County, called from the patent, ** The Nine 
Partners." 

On the marriage of Mr. Throop with Miss Thompson he 
immediately took up his residence at Johnstown, Montgomery 
County, where he purchased land at the sale of the confiscated 
estates of the Johnson family, on which he erected a dwelling 
house and there made his future home. In that house on the 
twenty-first of August 1784 their elder son was bora and was 
Darned for his maternal grandfather, Enos Thompson. 

For ten years the child enjoyed the kind care and valuable 
instructions of his excellent father, who, in the midst of a suc- 
cessful and useful career, met with a serious accident which 
completely destroyed his health and which after much suffering 
terminated his life in the year 1794, his young wife and four 
little children surviving him. 

The best inheritance which the elder son received from his 
father was untiring industry and a perseverance equal to every 
obstacle which impeded his upward course in life ; these quali- 
ties united with a stern integrity lifted him above all ordinary 
teraptationa 

The judicious training of a mother well qualified for her 
duty, developed all his native talent, and feeling the whole 
responsibility of his own success in life, he applied his mind 
resolutely to study, and to the fulfillment of those duties which 
now devolved upon him. He gave earnest heed to the wise 
counsels of his excellent mother, whose influence over him never 
ceased through her life of eighty -four years, and no one who 
has witnessed the filial devotion of the son, can ever forget the 
reverence and affection which he evinced for his mother. An 
eminent writer, at the time of her death, and one who had long 
known the mother of Governor Throop, said of her : " She was 
a lady of much intelligence and force of character, imbued with 
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the heroic principles and spirit of the Mothers of the Revolu- 
tion, taking an interest in public affairs and ever inculcating a 
love of country, of free government and the support of men 
of tried patriotism and worth, who had stood by their country 
in the two wars with which she was familiar." 

Four years after the lamented death of his father, while yet 
but a lad, young Throop was kindly invited to enter the family 
of a friend of his mother, whose husband, Mr. George Metcalf, 
held the office of District Attorney for the counties of Mont- 
gomery, Albany, Saratoga and Schoharie. 

Mr. Metcalf offered him a place in his office and recommended 
that he commence at once the study of the law. He was then j ust 
fourteen years of age and had had no time for classical studies ; 
but his industry and application to the duties before him so 
won upon his friend and benefactor, who was a thorough scholar, 
that he rewarded his diligence and fidelity by offering, himself, 
to give him instruction in the classics. 

This period of young Throop's life was marked in our politi- 
cal history by the struggle between Federalism and Republican- 
ism which resulted in the triumph of the latter, and brought 
into the field of party warfare the intellectual giants of that 
day. 

Hamilton, Burr, Gouverneur, Morris, Brockholst, Livingston 
and other distinguished members of the bar, whose forensic 
eloquence gave brilliancy and interest to the courts which were 
then the great arena where the orators of the day waged their 
war of words with their opponents. 

Among the rising members of the bar of Columbia County 
was our late President, Martin YanBuren. It was at the close 
of the election of 1801, that Mr. Throop having occasion to 
visit Kinderhook on business, he met there for the first time 
his life-long friend, Mr. VanBuren, who had already distin- 
guished himself in the politics of the county where he resided, 
though not yet '* of age," and then pursuing his law studies, 
and at the same time maintaining himself by his own efforts. 
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They spent a busy day together, and neveff met again until 
they recognized each other at the bar of the Supreme Court, 
when their youthful acquaintance was renewed and afterwards 
ripened into a friendship which continued through sixty year?, 
broken only by the death of Mr. VanBuren in 1862. 

This friendly intercourse was kept up through all the excite- 
ments of political life with no abatement of affectionate regard 
and growing warmer and more devoted as the two friends 
traveled towards the sunset 

As Mr. VanBuren climbed higher and higher the ladder of 
fame and political distinction, be was ably supported by his 
early associate who contmued in full sympathy with him 
throughout his successful and brilliant career. 

We return to the beginning of the present century, for, in 
giving this little incident and its sequel we have anticipated the 
course of events in the life of which we have attempted to 
draw an outline. 

Ill the spring of 1801, Mr. Throop returned to Johnstown, 
and entered the oflSce of Judge Cady, of the Supreme Court of 
this State, where he spent a year, and afterwards devoted 
eighteen months to the study of the classics, under the super- 
vision of the principal of the Academy at Johnstown. He 
then accepted an invitation from Mr. Hildreth, to enter his 
office and reside in his family, and remained there until his 
admission to the bar, in January, 1806. 

The father of Mr. Hildreth, with his associates Mr. Edward 
Savage and James Burt, had been appointed commissioner to 
fix a site for the county seat of Cayuga County : following the 
recommendation and advice of this gentleman, young Throop 
previously to his admission to the bar, visited Cayuga County, 
and determined to commence thert the practice of the law. To 
the Court of Common Pleas, then in session, he presented his 
certificates, and was admitted as an attorney of that court He 
then returned to Johnstown, and went to Albany to be examined 
for admission in the Supreme Court 
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Oq the first day of March, 1806, he arrived at Poplar Eidge, 
near the village of Aurora, and found a temporary home in the 
family of Dr. Barnabas Smith, the locality has since been 
known as "Smiths Comers." He remained at Poplar Eidge 
until the autumn of that year, (1806) when he removed to 
Auburn, which finally became the county -seat 

The country surrounding the Owasco Lake was until the 
year 1802, included in the Township of Aurelius: at that 
period, the woods were invested with wild animals which were 
<K>nsidered so dangerous in the settlement, that the Township 
of Aurelius voted a bounty of three hundred pounds for the 
head of every "full-grown wolf taken in the town." 

"This bounty was continued until those terrible and destruc 
tive beasts were exterminated, to accomplish which required 
nearly a generation. The town bounties were for many years 
fiupplemented by county bounties, the hand and purse of every 
settler were enlisted in this work, and large sums were appro- 
priated for the destruction of these beasts of prey." 

" Long after the settlement made at ' The Corners ' by Colonel 
Hardenbergh, (by which name the present site of Auburn was 
distinguished) and until the year 1803, the bears and wolves 
would enter the Hamlet in search of food, and the houses were 
not secure from their depredations. For years the settlers 
went armed in the woods from self protection. The early 
pasture grounds were the unbroken forests, and the animals fed 
on the succulent branches of young trees, and such herbage as 
the woods afforded. Cattle of the same kind would usually 
keep together, and take long ranges in search of food ; the bells 
attached to the leaders of the herd, guiding the owners in their 
search, when the milch cows occasionally, did not return to the 
cabins at evening as was their wont" (See History of Cayuga 
County.) 

The first settlement in what is now known as Cayuga 
Oounty, was made in 1789. Previously to this date, the entire 
State west of Utica was included in Whitestown, and the 
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town oflScers were scattered from Geneseo on the west^ to Utica 
on the east 

"In the first address upon the subject of agriculture, deliv- 
ered in this county, by Humphrey Howland, he stated that 
Sullivan's soldiers in 1779, while destroying the immense mass 
of com which they found growing and ripened or ripening, in 
the Geneseo valley, were so impressed by the size and perfec- 
tion of the ears that they carried samples of them to their 
homes in their knapsacks, and thus widely advertised the fe^ 
tility of the region," ( See History of Cayuga County.) 

The country surrounding the Owasoo Lake was even then 
beautiful and attractive — a crystal gem in a setting of emerald, 
seemed the clear water embosomed in the thickly wooded banks^ 
to the young adventurer in the new clearing, as he guided his 
horse along the pebbly shore, where the first settlement made 
soon afterward passed into his possession. From a descendant 
of one of the hardy pioneers, we learn from the traditionary 
lore, transmitted from the grand-parents, that in 1803, at the 
Court of Oyer and Terminer held at Aurora, an Indian named 
John, was tried for murder, and was convicted and sentenced 
to be hanged. He urgently pleaded that he might be shot. 

The Court House then at Aurora was a rude structure, made 
of poles and covered with brush ; the court there was held by 
Daniel D. Tompkina Cayuga County before its settlement by 
the whites, was the favorite hunting-ground of the Iroquois and 
their bark canoes shot through the waters of the fair Owasco 
when her shores were trodden only by our wily foa 
" And Nature's golden charms were shed 

As richly round her quiet bed. 

From flowered mead to mountain brow 

A century since as they are now. 

The same pure purple light was flung. 

At morn, across the water's breast 

The same rich crimson curtains hung 

At eve, around the glowing west" 
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The first white settlers were soldiers, who had served in the 
Revolutionary War, who drew lots upon this military tract. 
The first emigration to this region from the East was by the 
Oneonta Lake and river, now known as Otsego, and from the 
South by way of Cayuga Lake. 

In 1796, a state road extending from Whitestown to Geneva, 
by way of the present site of Auburn, was laid out (it was 
said to have been staked out entirely by night,) and those who 
performed the labor, received land adjoining the road for their 
compensation. A Dutch church was founded on the shore of 
Owasco Lake, by Rev. Abram Brokaw, in 1798, on the land 
now known as Brinkerhoff's point. 

It was about this period, that the farm afterwards purchased 
by Governor Throop, was brought under cultivation, by Charles 
VanTine who erected the first frame house in that neighbor- 
hood. From his grand-daughter we have learned much of the 
early history of those who felled the primeval forest ; how the 
young husbandman with his sturdy axe, laid the great tree upon 
the ground and his wife with a small hatchet, cut off the limbs 
and did all she could to assist in the cleariDg ; and when Sun- 
day came the young maidens of the farm-house would set out 
for the little sanctuary, a rude structure built of logs, carrying 
shoes and stockings in their hands until the dust was washed 
from their tired feet in the clear Waters of the creek, which lay 
in their path with a rustic bridge thrown over it very near this 
forest templa Resting at the bridge, stockings and shoes were 
carefully put on and in proper attire the modest worshippers 
entered the church. From across the lake a well-filled canoe 
glided into the cove overshadowed by the grand old oaks which 
had looked down upon the denizens of the forest, none may tell 
how long! A little settlement had been made at Scipio, and 
among those who had sought a home in the western wild were 
some who, from infancy had been familiar with " the sound of 
the church-going belL" 
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Leaving their homes, early on Sabbath morning, they would 
walk there, foar and five miles, until they reached the lake-shore 
about midway between the head and foot of the lake and then 
cross in the canoe, which plied back and forth as a ferry until 
all who sought to keep holy-day were taken to the little log 
church. From that organization, after ten years, sprang the two 
Dutch churches, one at Owasco Village and the other at the foot 
of the lake, still known as the Sand Beach Church. 

It was at this period, in the early settlement of this r^ion, 
that Mr. Throop, then just entering his twenty-third year, 
opened an office in Auburn, and in the following year associated 
himself in the practice of law with Mr» Joseph K Richardson, 
then first Judge of the County. This partnership continued 
until 1811, when the junior partner was appointed County 
Clerk. 

At the congressional election, 1814, he was elected to the 
fourteenth congress and during that year married the daughter 
of Colonel Wm. J. Vredenbergh, of Skaneateles. 

In September, 1815, he took his seat in Congress. Among 
his associates were Clay, Calhoun, Webster, Forsyth, Pinckney 
and other distinguished representatives, who gave dignity and 
interest to that exciting session. 

The War of 1812, now ended, had left the country greatly 
embarrassed, and it was necessary at once to take measures to 
restore the credit of the national government At this crisis 
Mr. Rufus King called on Governor Tompkins and represented 
to him, that the federal government was greatly embarrassed 
for want of four or five hundred thousand dollars, which it 
had become necessary to expend at once, for the defense of the 
port of New York. 

The banks would not loan this amount without better security 
than the stock or treasury notes of the United States, but it 
was understood that if treasury notes were deposited, endorsed 
by Oovemor Tompkins the money would be advanced. Mr- 
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King after stating the case, told Governor Tompkins that " the 
time had arrived, when it was the duty of every man to put 
his all at the requisition of the government," and added '* that 
he himself was ready to do thia" Mr. Tompkins replied, that 
he should be obliged to act on his own responsibility and should 
be ruined. " Then," said Mr. King, " ruin yourself if it becomes 
necessary to save the country and I pledge you my honor that 
I will support you in whatever you da" 

Governor Tompkins endorsed the notes, and the money was 
advanced by the bank& It was at this period in our national 
history, that Mr. Throop shared with his associates in congress 
the anxieties which fell with crushing weight on those who 
understood the situation of the Federal Government— economy 
was the order of the day — and when the question came up 
whether the members of congress should be paid per diem, or 
receive a salary for their services, Mr. Throop voted for the 
salary, in those days termed the ^' high salary," in which move- 
ment he was not sustained by his constituents. 

The average compensation of members of congress was 
increased (by what was known as " The Compensation Act ") 
about thirty-eight per cent above the rates established nearly 
thirty years previous, and this was not out of proportion with 
the increase of the cost of the necessaries of life, the amount of 
pay, including mileage to each member, annually, for eight 
years previous, was about thirteen hundred dollars, and the 
.Compensation Act raised it to eighteen hundred. The per 
diem allowance being then only six dollars. The law was unpop- 
ular with the people, and Mr. Throop, with others who voted for 
it, was borne down by the clamor which originated with those 
who were sincere and honest, in their opposition to what they 
called "high salaries." In the election of the spring of 1816, 
previous to his return home, being again a candidate for con- 
gress, he was defeated by an overwhelming vote. 

" This sudden outbreak of popular feeling," says the author 
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of the History of the Governors of New York, "did not in 
the end, weaken the influence and popularity of Mr. Throop, in 
the county where he resided, but it served to elevate him, in 
the estimation of those who could not but respect his independ- 
ence of character. 

In the month of April, 1823, Mr. Throop was appointed 
Circuit Judge, and during his term of office, avoided any active 
participation in politics. Finding that he could fulfill all his 
judicial duties, and at the same time, gratify his taste for agri- 
cultural pursuits, he gave up his residence at Auburn, in 1826, 
and retired to his farm on Owasco Lake, which he had 
purchased in 1817. He had not long enjoyed his rural home, 
when he was sought out by his friend, Mr. Van Buren, who 
came with Mr. Cambreling, and other political friends, to draw 
him from his retreat, and to get his consent to accept the nom- 
ination of Lieutenant Gbvernor. Mr. Throop, for a long time, 
would not yield to the persuasions of his friends, and so deter- 
mined was he to resist all the overtures made to him, that his 
friends disappointed in their expectations, left his house with 
no hope of being able to carry out their well formed plans. 
They returned to Auburn, but on further consultation together, 
resolved to return again to the cottage on the lakeshore, and 
make a final effort to persuade Judge Throop to accept the nom- 
ination of his party. Their perseverance was rewarded by the 
consent of Mr. Throop, to withdraw his objections to entering 
again political life, from which he had desired forever to retire. 
His acceptance of the nomination for the office of Lieutenant 
Governor, involved the resignation of his Judge-ship. 

He was elected, and on the first of January, 1829, took the 
oath of office, as Lieutenant Governor, but became acting 
Governor, on the resignation of Mr. Van Buren, who received 
the appointment of Secretary of State. 

During his first term of office, his administration was signalized 
by the warm recommendation contained in his message to the 
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legislature, in favor of making suitable provision in the state, 
for the care of the insane poor, and to his efforts in this direction, 
may be attributed the founding of the first State Asylum, for 
the care and protection of the insane. At the state election, in 
1830, he was the successful candidate for governor, and fulfilled 
the duties of that oflSce for two more years, finally retiring in 
December, 1832. His inclinations would have again drawn him 
to his loved retirement, but he was compelled by important 
considerations, to accept the appointment of naval officer, at 
the port of New York, which office was tendered to him by 
President Jackson. It was during Mr. Throop's residence in 
New York, that he was called to mourn the death of his beloved 
wife, having already been bereft of his two children. This 
great affliction overwhelmed him with sorrow, and through all 
the remaining years of his life, this bereavement was a fresh 
grief to him In 1888, he was appointed by Mr. Van Buren, 
charge^ cCaffairSj to the kingdom of the two Sicilies. He 
remained abroad until the close of the year 1843, when he 
returned home, and took up his residence again at Willowbrook. 
Here he remained in the peaceful enjoyment of those pursuits 
to which his whole nature inclined, and, with all the devotion 
of his affectionate heart, ministered to the comfort and happiness 
of his now aged mother, and a beloved sister, for whom he had 
generously provided a home in his own housa His mother 
enjoyed her reunion with her elder son, until the close of her 
life in 1846. 

After her death, the purchase of a tract of land in Michigan, 
drew the ex-govenor for a time to Kalamazoo, where he resided 
until having brought his lands under cultivation, he made a 
sale of his Michigan estate, and returned to his former residence, 
on the Owasco Lake. 

At the advanced age of ninety, he ended his days at Willow- 
brook, on the first day of November, 1874 
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IN MEMORIAM. 

Said one who revered his character and mourned his loss : 

" The late Gov. Throop lingered long among us, cherished, 
admired, beloved, an object of universal interest, a' valued orna- 
ment in our society. The whole r^on seems bereft of some- 
thing which conferred upon it embellishment and honor. The 
two Governors, Throop and Seward, whose terms of oflBice were 
not far apart, and with whose names the City of Auburn has 
been so long honorably associated, are now both at rest Their 
lives and their work now belong to history only. Illustrious 
men are the choicest treasures of any locality. Their names 
and their fame live after them in power. 

There was much of touching interest when the late venerated 
ex-governor was lowered to his last repose, in the beautiful 
shaded ground adjoining St Peter's Episcopal Church, in which 
he had been accustomed to worship. Where were the com- 
panions of his youth ? Where were the associates of his poli- 
tical life? Most of them fallen, like autumnal leaves, long 
ago His funeral knell awakens but the faintest echo from kin- 
dred hearts which knew him in his meridian life ; for they have, 
for the most part, long passed away. He was born eighteen 
years before Governor Seward, and his active life was a whole 
generation before the more conspicuous public services of the 
great secretary ; yet he survived the latter for more than two 
yeara He was the associate of Martin VanBuren, Governor 
Marcy, and Samuel Nelson, and was thirteen years old when 
Silas Wright was bom. 

Governor Throop came to Auburn only thirteen years after 
the first clearing was made on this site. He was a member of 
the first Board of Trustees of the village, was the first post- 
master, and helped establish the first bank. There were no 
organized churches here when he came to this place. On his 
ninetieth birthday several of the older, prominent citizens of 
Auburn drove out to Willow Brook to offer him their congra^ 
ulation& They found him in excellent health and spirits. 
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On October 10th, Governor Dix, with staff officers, while on 
duty in Auburn, called to pay his respects to the venerable 
ex-governor. They had been known to each other from the 
War of 1812-15, when John A. Dix was a boy adjutant in the 
Northern Army, and E. T. Throop, Esq., the first post-master of 
the villaga 

In 1881, Governor Throop had appointed the soldier-boy of 
1814 as his adjutant-general That hour of pleasant interview 
between these distinguished gentlemen, will remain one of the 
memories of Willow Brook. Governor Throop was an early 
riser, fond of agricultural and horticultural pursuits. He 
enjoyed the freshness of morning, and welcomed the sunrise in 
his garden, where he was accustomed to work among his shrub- 
bery, flowers and vegetables before breakfast He occupied a 
secluded mansion, deep in the grounds, in the rear of the family 
home of his nephew, the Hon. E. T. T. Martin, near the border 
of the lake, on one of the most graceful curves along the whole 
eastern shore of the wasco. As seen from the lake and beyond, 
the house stands out, among the grove of old forest trees, as a 
castle. It will be long associated with his name. He was 
exceedingly fond of flowers, and very happy and successful 
in their cultivation. He was exact, finishedi and faultless in 
his person, dress and manners, to the last ; accomplished and 
agreeable, one did not think of his being old. Punctuality and 
order were habitual with him. He was blest with remarkable 
health ; his seat at the table was not vacant once for the two 
years preceding his ninetieth birthday. He was fond of books, 
especially of history. He was a student of Plato, and kept his 
mind fresh and active to the end. He was buried beside his 
wife, who died just forty years ago, at the age of thirty-eight 
He lived alone for a long interval of time, not uncheerful, but 
never forgetful, and they now lie side by side, in the shadow 
of the same trees, at rest'* 

New York Evangelist^ December^ 1874. 
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SULLIVAN'S EXPEDITION AND THE 
CAYUGAS. 



Ladies and OenUemen : 

I am impressed, and I think you will be, when we part this 
evening, that Sullivan's expedition has not received the atten- 
tion to which it is justly entitled. Heretofore it has been 
regarded mainly from a military stand point, as simply a factor 
in the Eevolution, which tended to give success to the Colonies^ 
in their struggle for independenca This is evidently a limited 
view of that campaign, and tonight we shall consider it in its 
relation not only to this, but to other interests ; and shall find 
there were involved in it results, which are clearly seen on 
every page of our subsequent history. 

The Aborigines, owning and occupying the greater part of 
the state, were serious obstacles to its advancement and prosper* 
ity. If they maintained their power, and continued to hold 
their vast territory, the onward progress of our people would 
have been retarded for generations, if not for centuries. The 
events which we shall review, will demonstrate that this expe- 
dition had much to do in solving that problem. 

To every citizen of our county, it has, not only a general, but 
a special local interest ; for it is the only link by which we are 
connected with the tread of armies. The early Indian wars — 
the Revolution, the conflict with England in 1812, the war with 
Mexico, and our great civil strife did not, (with this exception), 
touch the soil of our beloved Cayuga. In the last three men. 
tioned, her sons nobly fought, and bled and died for their coun- 
try ; but the sound of battle was not here, and the desolation 
of invading armies has been unknown. 
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THB IROQUOia 

The Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas, Cayugas, Senecas and 
Tuscaroras formed the great Indian confederacy, which was 
known as the Iroquois — the Six Nations, the League of the Iro- 
quois, and by other appellationa They called themselves the 
** People of the Long House ;" and they were the most re- 
nowned and formidable of all the native tribes of this country. 
While their several council fires and castles were in our state, 
their possessions extended beyond our limits ; and their resist- 
less power was felt for generations, not only from the Atlantic 
to the Mississippi — the Lakes to the Gulf — but in the Canadas 
alsa The various nations subjugated by them acknowledged 
their sovereignty, and paid them tribute In those days of 
conquest and imperial sway they could well say, 
" No pent-up Utica contracts our powers, 
But the whole boundless continent is ours." 

They have been called, very properly, the " Romans of the 
New World." They were not as numerous as is generally 
believed ; but what they lacked in numbers they made up in 
union, intelligence, and dauntless courage. Frances Parkman 
describes them as " the fiercest, the boldest, the most politic, and 
the most ambitious savages to whom the American forest has 
ever given birth and nurture." 

CAUSES WHICH LED TO SULLIVAN'S EXPEDITION. 

It will be remembered, that the Fathers of the Republic, set 
forth in the Declaration of Independence, as one of their griev- 
ances, that the British King ^' had endeavored to bring on the 
inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian savages, whose 
known rule of warfare is an undistinguishable destruction of all 
ages, sexes and conditions." 

The Colonies desired the Indians to remain neutral At an 
early date. Congress took active measures to prevent the mother 
country from enlisting the Iroquoiii against Uie Colonies. It 
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said to them, through its commissioners, at a council held at 
Albany, in 1775 : " This is a family quarrel between us and 
England ; you Indians are not concerned in it ; we do not wish 
you to take up the hatchet against the king's troops ; we desire 
you to remain at home, and not join either side, but bury the 
hatchet deep." 

Neutrality was the line of policy which their best interests 
dictated : and it is an interesting question which we may well 
consider, what would be the condition of the six nations today, if 
they had adopted it? But the power of the " Covenant chain," 
combined with the efforts, promises and influence of the British 
Emissaries, the Johnsons and Butlers, proved too strong for them, 
and all, save part of the Oneidas* and Tuscaroras, decided to 
serve the Crown, Never in the worlJCs history^ did a natimi make 
a decision mare fatal Sorely were they tempted ; and bitterly, 
through all these years of ruin, and sorrow and degredation, 
have they had occasion to regret that they yielded. 

With the torch, the scalping knife and the tomahawk, the 
Indians visited from time to time, the defenceless frontier settle- 
ments. An eloquent scholar has said, ^' There was scarcely a 
family on the border, that mourned not the death or captivity 
of some loved member. Danger was in every path. Death 
seemed lurking for its prey behind every covert Defenceless 
women and children, the aged grandsire and the sturdy youth, 
oft fell in one promiscuous slaughter." DeWitt Clinton well 
said, " The Indians hung like the scythe of death upon the rear 
of our settlements." 

The most noted of the Indian and Tory massacres were at 
Cherry Valley and Wyoming; and though a hundred years 
and more, have passed since those atrocities shocked the civil- 
ized world, we cannot read the account of them today without 
horror and indignation. This warfare was seriously embarrass- 
ing to the Colonies in their struggle for independence; and 
hence Congress, ordered and Washington planned a campaign 
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against England's savage allies. Sullivan's army was, (I quote 
from one of General Washington's letters), " to cut off their 
settlements, destroy their crops, and inflict on tbem every other 
injury which time and circumstance would permit" We shall 
find that it did its work well among the Senecas and Cayugas ; 
and while we shall learn that the slain were comparatively few, 
we shall realize that this campaign was disastrous in its influ- 
ence to the doomed Iroquois. 

THE EXPEDITION. 

The main part of the army was formed in the summer of 
1779, near Wilkesbarre, in the Wyoming Valley. It came up 
the Susquehanna to Tioga Point, where it was joined by 1,600 
New York and New England Troops, under General James 
Clinton. It was then about 4,000 strong, and came up the 
Tioga (now Chemung), to Newtown, (a few miles below Elmira), 
where a battle was fought with the Indians, Tories, and British, 
who were under the command of CoL John Butler, and the 
renowned Mohawk chief, Joseph Brant They were confident 
of victory, and made a desperate effort to defeat and turn back 
our army, but were unsuccessful They were not only beaten 
but disheartened, so that they made no other effort to drive 
back the invaders by any general battle. By that disaster they 
seem to have lost all hope, and with it all power to 
" Strike for their altars and their firea" 
In fact, the Indians were rarely seen after that throughout the 
campaign ; but they hovered about our army, and were so near, 
that their great leader, the Mohawk chief, afterwards said to 
Ool. Gansevoort, ** I roasted my venison by the fires that you 
left" 

After the battle the army came up to Elmira, and thence to 
the head of Seneca Lake, thence by the Indian Trail, on the 
east bank of the lake to Kanadaseaga or Seneca Castle, (near 
Geneva), and thence by way of Canandaigua, Honeoye, Hemlock 
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and Gonesius Lakes to the Genesee Biver. lo its long march, 
the army found many Indian villages and settlements which it 
reduced to ashes. Surrounding them were orchards, gardens 
and cornfields which were also laid waste. 

The valley of the Genesee in the vicinity of Geneseo and 
Mount Morris was densely populated. The western castle of 
the Senecas was there, and Gen. Sullivan states in his report 
that it contained " 128 houses mostly large and elegant" 

When our army reached that lovely valley it found many 
Indian homes, trees laden with the choicest fruit, and hundreds 
of acres of com, ripening for the harvest. When that army 
left, there was not a human habitation which had not been 
leveled to the ground, not a living tree, not an ear of corn which 
had escaped destruction. Fearfully had the Senecas sowed the 
wind — fearfully did they reap the whirlwind. 

On the 16th ot September, the army commenced its march 
homeward. We learn that when it had reached Kanadaseaga, 
a council of war was held. The Oneidas, who had accom- 
panied the expedition as guides, and a deputation from that 
tribe, petitioned that the Cayugas, (to whom they were bound 
by friendship and intermarriage), should be spared. They 
claimed that the Cayugas had been friendly, at least neutral. 
The council decided against them. The Oneidas were much 
dissatisfied, but fresh scalps which were subsequently found in 
the houses of the Cayugas, satisfied them that the decision was 
right 

Histories written prior to the last few years give but little 
information in regard to Sullivan's expedition ; but fortunately 
many private journals which were kept by oflScers and privates, 
have been obtained and published. They relate to every part 
of it, here and elsewhera They are diaries, written day by 
day, and give us much valuable information. I shall use these 
journals freely so far as they relate to our limits. It will be 
found that they throw a flood of light on that expedition, dis- 
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prove manj false traditions, and demonstrate that the general 
belief in regard to the oondition of the Indians has been very 
erroneous. 

THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE CAYUGAS. 

The punishment of the Cayugas having been ordered, 600 
men under command of Lieut GoL William Butler were sent 
out Sept 20th. They camped that night where Waterloo now 
stands. The next morning at seven o'clock they broke camp 
and marched nine or ten miles to the foot of Cayuga Lake, 
where they crossed by wading in the water up to their breasts. 
The lake or outlet was about seventy rods wide at that point 
This portage was some three miles north of Cayuga village. 
It was part of the great Indian Trail, and where the crossing of 
the Northern Turnpike was subsequently located. There was 
on the east side a town called by the Indians, Ti-o-he-ro, and 
by the Jesuits, St Stephen, which was destroyed. That after- 
noon they reached Ge-waw-ga, (now Union Springs), having, 
marched eighteen miles that day. In Thomas Grant's Journal 
I find, '^ Sept 22, marched this day at 6 A. IL, about two miles 
to the Cayuga Castle, an Indian town of that name, containing 
in numbers about fifteen very large square houses. I think 
the buildings superior to any we yet have seen." 

Our old idea of bark cabins and cheerless wigwams, as the 
homes of the Indians, may be correct as r^ards some tribes 
and sections, but it is evidently far from the truth, so far as the 
Senecas and Cayugas were concerned. Each of the " very large 
square houses," (square as distinguished from round), was in 
compartments, and contained many familiea They were com- 
fortable and substantial. Col. Stone, in his Border Wars of the 
American Bevolution, states that " in some instances the Indians 
had frame houses, which were painted." As they did not have 
saw mills, I think their " frame " houses were simply of hewn 
timber. 

We learn from the journals, that " the fatigue parties were 
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sent out to destroy the corn to the amount of about 110 acres, 
though not all destroyed this day." " We found at this town, 
apples, peaches, potatoes, turnips, onions, pumpkins, squashes 
and vegetables of various kinds, and great plenty." 

Gen. Sullivan states in his report, that they found in the Sen- 
eca country, " every kind of v^etable that could be conceived 
o£" Moses Fellows in his journal, informs us, that they found 
near Geneva, not only what are mentioned above, but " peas, 
beans, cabbages, carrots, parsnips, cucumbers and Watermelons.^^ 
At Kushong, south of Geneva, they found " fowls," which they 
confiscated. 

As their lakes and rivers were filled with the choicest fish, 
(among which was the salmon), and as their forests abounded 
with game in endless variety, the Indians evidently had some 
of the luxuries of life. Mary Jemison includes in her statement 
of the losses sustained by the Senecas, when Sullivan's army 
was in the Genesee country, " horses and cattle." Other writers 
mention *' hogs and milch cow&" 

The troops found near Great Gully, not only the town we 
have mentioned, but two others. Upper Cayuga* was on the 
south side, about two miles back from the laka East Cayuga* 
was on the north side, in the southeast corner of the town of 
Springport We find this in one of the journals, " September 
28d, — This day, the troops were employed till three o'clock, in 
finishing the destruction of the com, and burning the afore- 
mentioned towns within." Another writer gives us this: 
'* The most part of the day taken up in destroying scattering 
towns, com Aa, within two or three miles, all around this town," 
which he in a former sentence mentions as '' large and commo- 
dious, consisting of fifty houses mostly well built" He evi- 
dently regarded Cayuga Castle, Upper Cayuga and East Cayuga 
as one town. They constituted, without doubt Gui-o-gou-en, 
the capitol town of the Cayugas, where the Jesuits had a xniB" 
* So DAOMd by 0«iieral OUrk of Auburn. 
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sioQ in the seventeenth century. There are evidences which 
prove quite clearly, that after Sullivan's army passed through 
here, the site of their capitol town was changed, and was at 
one time about two miles north of Union Springs. There is 
in the rooms of the Cayuga County Historical Society, a map 
drawn by a brother of Col. Hardenburgh, about 1794, and we 
find thereon, in the vicinity of the plaster mills, '^ Present site 
of Cayuga Castla'' But I am satisfied it remained there only 
a few years, for we shall find that after 1795, the Bichardson 
lands were outside of the reservation of the Cayugaa Their 
Castle was certainly near Great Gully in 1779, and after 1795. 
At three o'clock in the afternoon of the 23d, the army resumed 
its march, and went three or four miles to Chonodote or Peaoh 
Town, remarkable for a large peach orchard. One writer states 
<' there were 1,500 peach trees, besides apple trees and other 
fruit trees." 

I am impressed that the great mass of our people believe 
that the Indians were simply savage and were destitute of all 
that makes life worth living. The existence of so many towns, 
and well built houses, of fruit trees, of cultivated lands, of vast 
corn fields and a great variety of v^etables, so frequently 
mentioned in the journals, certainly evidence a higher d^ree 
of civilization than we have hitherto attributed to the 
Aborigines. 

Chonodote or Peach Town stood on the present site of the 
beautiful village of Aurora. A journal reads : ^- September 
23d — This Town contained about twelve or fourteen houses, 
chiefly old buildings ; part of the com destroyed this evening. 
September, 24th — This morning the troops were employed in 
finishing the destruction of the corn and peach trees." At 10 
o'clock in the forenoon fire was set to the town, and the detach- 
ment once more took up its line of march. 

The journal continues, ** September 24 — marched this day, 
16^ miles and encamped on a pleasant hill, near a fine creek, 
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about an hour after dark." The ''fine creek " mentioned, was 
Salmon creek, and the '' pleasant hill " was north or west of 
Lndlowvilla I find this item also^ ander date of September 
24tL '' Nine miles from Chonodote, we crossed a stream of 
water, which fell over rocks eighty feet, perpendicular ; three 
miles from this, we crossed a second stream, which fell about 
fifty feet perpendicular, which empty themselves in Cayuga 
lake." The first fall mentioned was in Genoa, near the residence 
of Edgar J. Lyon ; the other was southwest of Lake Bidge. 
These &lls clearly define the route which the army followed 
in passing through this section. 

The Kings of Genoa have always claimed that one of Butler*s 
men died and was buried on their lands by the Indian trail, 
near the lake ; and that his grave, now obliterated, was for many 
years known and marked. I take but little stock in traditions, 
but I believe this one is true The army certainly passed 
through their land& If this tradition is reliable this nameless 
soldier, who sleeps in his unmarked grave, was the first white 
man who died within the limits of our county, of whom I have 
any knowledge. 

Once more, and for the last time, we come back to the jour- 
nals " September 26th — marched this morning about 6 o'clock, 
and encamped at an Indian town, three and one half miles 
above the head of Cayuga Lake " — ^which was about two miles 
above Ithaca on the inlet On the morning of the 26th, they 
marched southwesterly, and rejoined the main army, on the 
28th, at Elmira. 

As part of this history, we should notice the &ct that on the 
21st of September, (the next day after Col. Butler's 600 were 
detached), Lieut CoL Henry Dearborn was sent ofE with 200 
troops to destroy the Indian settlements on the west side of 
Cayuga laka After this was done, the main army resumed its 
march from Geneva homeward, returning to Elmira, by th6 
same route it had followed in coming out The record of Dear- 
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born'^ expedition is a repetition of OoL Butler's — marches and 
destruction of Indian towns, orchards and grain. It reached 
the head of the lake two days before Butler's command arrived, 
and preceded it in its return to the general army. 

THE BSSULT. 

General Sullivan in his report, sums up the result of CSol. 
Butler's raid as follows : '* He destroyed in the Cayuga Coun- 
try five principal towns, and a number of scattering houses, 
the whole making about one hundred in number, exceedingly 
large and well built He also destroyed 200 acres of excellent 
corn, with a number of orchards, one of which bad 1,500 trees." 

Of Dearborn's command he states : '^ CoL Dearborn burnt in 
his route six towns, destroying at the same time large quantities 
of com." 

The entire army destroyed forty Indian towns, and 160,000 
bushels of com. 

In CoL Stone's " Border Wars" we find, " After the battle ot 
Newtown, terror led the van of the invaders, whose approach 
was heralded by watchmen stationed upon every height, and 
desolation followed weeping in her train. The Indians every- 
where fled as Sullivan advanced, and the whole country was 
swept as ?rith the besom of destruction." 

In summing up the result he adds, *' With the exception of 
Newtown, the achievement of the army in battle was not great, 
but it had scoured a broad extent of country, and had laid 
more towns in ashes than had ever been destroyed on the conti- 
nent befora The red men were driven from their beautiful 
country, their habitations left in ruins, their fields laid waste^ 
their orchards uprooted, and their altars and the tombs of their 
fathers overthrown." Some one has said, *' When the invaders 
entered the land of the Cayugas and Senecas, the Garden of 
Eden was before them ; but behind them they left only a 
inilderneM'' 
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WAS SULLIVAK'S BXPBDinOK JUSTIllABLSt 

The sad picture of ruin which we have contemplated awakens 
sympathy for the poor Indians ; and therefore in reviewing the 
history of Sullivan's expedition, we naturally ask, was it justi- 
fiable? Was the wholesale destruction of cornfields, orchards 
and homes called for? After mature refiection, I answer, ^ Yes.'' 
It was a military necessity. So long as a savage foe was on 
our border, ready to appear at any moment to tomahawk our 
women and children, and apply the torch to unprotected homes, 
by day and night, here today and there tomorrow, it was 
necessary to keep a home-guard for defence. Hence, whatever 
may have been the demands of the continental army in resisting 
the power of England in that fearfully unequal struggle, the 
supply from the frontier was necessarily limited. This was a 
serious evil to the colonies and their feeble army ; and a war 
which would carry terror and destruction to the heart of 
the foe was needful and proper. The Indians were not an 
organized army which could be met and vanquished and cap- 
tured in battle : they could not be reached by the ordinary 
rules of war. Their homes and food were the vital points in 
their armor, and hence the policy adopted was the only one 
which could be used against them. And we, who have 
applauded Sherman's ^' March to the Sea," cannot criticise Sulli- 
van's expedition, or the great General who ordered it 

BOUKDAKIBS OF THB CATnGA& 

The boundary lines between the several Indian tribes were 
as clearly defined as between larger nations, but were sometimes 
changed. 

In 1779 the Senecas occupied all of New York west of Sen- 
eca Lakei That lake formed the western boundary of the 
Cayuga, and Lake Ontario the northern. Its eastern was a line 
running between Owasco and Skaneateles Lakea The southern 
line was in Pennsylvania. In view of these facts, we realize 
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that when Butler and Dearborn were sent out from Sullivan's 
army with their detachments, one to go on the east side of 
Cayuga Lake, and the other on the west, they went on the 
same mission — to lay waste the Cayugaa As the main army 
had carried the war into the land of the Senecas, leaving it 
homeless and a desert, as if a fire or cyclone had passed through 
it, so Butler and Dearborn were sent to carry ruin and desolation 
to their alliea In fact, that result had been accomplished in a 
great degree; for the army in its devastating march from 
Tioga Point to the foot of Seneca Lake, was within their terri- 
tory,* and hence the Cay ugas were called to drink of the bitter 
cup first and last 

TRADinoNa 

Many false traditions connected with Sullivan's expedition, 
have become history — almost The statement is often made 
that a battle was fought on the shore of Cayuga Lake, between 
Salmon Creek and Tthaca ; and in 1879 it was seriously pro- 
posed to celebrate its centennial It would have been a sad. 
travesty of history, for there was no battla 

Visitors at Slaterville are shown a spot where part of Sulli- 
van's army was fearfully slaughtered ; but no part of that 
army was within ten miles of Slaterville. 

It is believed by many that Sullivan's army came into this 
county from the south. I have in my possession a statement 
made by one of the early settlers, in which I find, " His army 
was divided somewhere near Ithaca, one division passing on the 
east side of Cayuga Lake and driving out an Indian settlement 
on the Indian Fields ; from thence they went to Aurora. One 
of their number dying, was buried on their route on lands of 
Hezekiah Avery, a few rods east of Talcott's Cornera The 
other division of the army passed down between Cayuga and 
Seneca lakes^ — ^the two divisions uniting at Geneva." 

*Some writers claim that tlie western boundary of the Cayugas was east of Ehnira ; 
If thif is true, my statement Is not strictly aocurate. 
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This good man thought he was giving to the world honest 
history ; but he was sadl j mistaken. In fact it is difficalt to 
conceive how so small a tradition could contain so many large 
errora With the exception of the general fact that Sullivan's 
army was somewhere in central or western New York there is 
not one truth in it ; for that army did not come to Ithaca and 
divide — two divisions did not reunite at Geneva— one division 
did not come to the Indian Fields, and go from thence to 
Aurora — and one of the soldiers did not die, and find a burial 
at Talcott's Cornera And yet such statements same times kelp 
to make history. 

EFFECT OF THE EXPEDITION ON THE EARLY SETTLEMENT. 

Sullivan's expedition played an important part in our early 
settlement The soldiers who came into this matchless country 
in 1779, must have been charmed with its beauty and fertility, 
with its grand lakes and magnificent forests, and they, on 
returning to their eastern homes undoubtedly told marvelous 
stories of the wonderful r^on which they had seen, in those 
bright September days, in the Lake country. Humphrey How- 
land of Ledyard, in his address before the Cayuga Agricultural 
Society in 1841 said, *' Some of the soldiers selected large ears 
of com and carried them home in their knapsacks to New 
England ; an advertisement in legible characters of this fertile 
country.'' And hence when the lands in the '' military tract " 
were idlotted to the soldiers of the revolution, '* soldiers rights,'' 
(as they were called,) were much sought for, and soon this lovely 
section, which had been the home of the Indians, was changed 
from a wilderness to the abocle of civilization, by the hardy 
pioneer. 

THE CAYUGAS AFTER THE EXPEDITION. 

The condition of the Cayugas, when Sullivan's army had 
finished its work, was sad and hopelesa As they were with- 
out homes to protect them, or food to sustain life, they went 
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to Niagara, where the British had a fort. Having lost every- 
thing in their efforts to serve the Crown, it was bound in honor 
to aid them ; consequently huts were built for thenoi near the 
fort, and their wants were partially supplied ; but the winter of 
unusual severity which followed, combined with scurvy, fire 
water and other causes, largely reduced their number, while 
they were supported by the British on the border. 

Early in the war. Sir. Guy Carleton, who represented the 
British Government, promised the Mohawks that jbheir losses 
should be made good to them ; and subsequently General Had- 
dimand ratified the agreement Accordingly, during or about 
the close of the war, a large tract was ceded to them on the 
Ouise, or The Grand River, which flows into Lake Erie about 
forty miles west of Niagara Falls in Canada. When asked 
how much they wanted, the Mohawk chief laconically replied, 
'* Six miles on each side of the river from the mouth to its 
source ;'* and there they went under the leadership of Brant 
Many of the Cayugas, weary of their miserable condition at 
Buf^o Creek, joined the Mohawks, and settled with them 
permanently. 

England acknowledged the independence of the Colonies in 
1788. In 1784 a treaty of peace was made with the Indians 
at Fort Stanwix ; and the Cayugas, (excepting those who had 
made a settlement in Canada), returned to their old homei 

THB CAYUGA RSSSBYATION. 

February 26th, 1789, the Cayugas, at a treaty held in Albany, 
ceded their extensive territory within our limits, to the state 
for the consideration of $50 in silver, $1126 to be paid them 
June 1st, and the annual payment of $500, which they were to 
receive forever. But they reserved ninety-eight square miles 
upon Cayuga lake, also one mile on each side of Seneca Biver, 
at Skoi-yase, (now Waterloo), " where the Cayugas have here- 
tofore taken eel," and one mile square near Canoga, for the 
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Cayuga chief, called Fish Carrier. It is said Fish Carrier was 
opposed to the treaty, and the fact that this land was given to 
him suggests that it was used like Credit Mobilier stock in 
Congress, " where it would do the most good." The treaty pro- 
vided that *' the Cayugas, and their posterity forever, shall have 
the free right of hunting in every part of the said ceded lands, 
and of fishing in all the waters within the same." It was also 
stipulated that *' the Cayuga salt spring, and the land to the 
extent of one mile around the same," was '* to remain for the 
common use and benefit of the people of the state of New 
York, and of the Cayugas and their posterity forever." 

The Cayugas having fought against the colonies, had, accord- 
ing to the rules of war, forfeited their lands, and therefore 
what was paid them, and the concession of reservations, may be 
regarded as a matter of expediency, if not of justice, on the 
part of the state. We can congratulate ourselves that we are 
not forced to regard the treaty of 1789 as a purchase ; for if 
we were, we, as citizens of the state, would have no reason to 
be proud of it, for the amount which the Cayugas received for 
the lands ceded, did not equal one cent an acre. 

When the reservations were made, the Cayugas petitioned 
that a generous grant of land should be made to Peter Byck- 
man, a Dutchman, who, they claimed, was their adopted son. 
The state accordingly gave him a mile square near Cayuga 
Tillage; also 15,680 acres on the west bank of Seneca Lake. 
The entire tract of land last mentioned was twenty-five square 
miles ; but of this three hundred and twenty acres were given 
to Joseph Poudre, a French trader, who had married a Cayuga 
maiden, and who resided at Kaghsion creek, south of Geneva. 
Knowing as we do how valuable those lands are, the grant to 
Byckman seems very excessive, but such liberal gifts were 
common in those days. It is very easy to he generous urith other 
peoph^s property. You will find in the life of Mary Jemison, 
^ the white woman of the Oenesee" that she received in 1797, 
in the Seneca territory, 17,927 acre& 
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It may interest you to know where the reservation of the 
one hundred square miles was located. If I were called upon to 
describe it in a deed, I should state its boundaries as follows : 
** Beginning on the east line of the town of Ledyard, in the 
centre ot the highway running from Sherwood's comers to 
Aurora, and running thence west to a point about three miles 
west of Cayuga Lake — thence northerly to the village of Sen- 
eca Falls — thence along Seneca River to the Cayuga salt 
springs, below the village of Montezuma— thence south-easterly 
to a point in the town of Aurelius, in line with the east line of 
the town of Springport — and thence south to the place of 
beginning — containing one hundred square miles, (exclusive of 
the waters of Cayuga Lake), excepting and reserving therefrom 
the mile square gift to Fish Carrier, and Peter Bykeman's mile 
square." 

Boswell Franklin has the reputation of having been the first 
settler in Cayuga County. Unfortunately he settled on the 
reservation. It seems that quite a number who came about the 
same time also located there. The Indians complained to Gk>v. 
Clinton, who issued a proclamation directing them to remove. 
As they disregarded it, he sent a sheriffs posse in 1791 to eject 
them, and some fourteen families were forced to vacate. This 
was a serious loss to them. ' 

ROSWELL FRANKLIN. 

The name of Roswell Franklin calls up sad memories. His 
life was more like a wild dream of the imagination than sober 
reality. As we learn how trials, sorrows and misfortunes 
attended him in all his wanderings, we do not wonder that his 
heart failed him at last — that he desired to lay down the weary 
burdens of life, or that he sought, unbidden, in the silence of 
the grave, that rest and peace which his cruel fate had denied 
him while living. 

The pioneer of Cayuga County sleeps, alone, near Payne's 
Creek, south of Aurora ; but all trace of his grave was lost 
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long ago; and hence it can be said of our leader, as was 
recorded of the leader of the Israelites, *' no man knoweth of 
his sepulchre unto this day.** Without that lonely and unknown 
grave, the picture of his ill-starred life would be incomplete, 
but with that it is perfect 

The earliest settlement of Cayuga County and Sullivan's 
expedition, are linked together by a little romance One morn- 
ing in November, 1778 the family of a Mr. Lester, residing at 
Nantiooke on the Susquehanna, was awakened by the dread 
war whoop. A band of Senecas bad come on its mission of 
deatL Mr. Lester was murdered, and his wife and little child 
were taken into captivity. 

When our army was in the Genesee country in 1779, Mrs. 
Lester escaped, came into camp with the child in her arms, and 
returned with the expedition. She subsequently became the 
wife of Boswell Franklin, moved here with him, and was the 
first white tvoman who had a home in our county. In the looms 
of time, the threads of our lives are strangely interwoven. 

THE CAYUGA RJESBRVATION REDUCEIX 

We come back once more to the changing scenes in the 
drama of a nation's lif6. We have found that in 1789 they 
had a reservation of one hundred square milea Of this in 
1795, by a treaty held at Cayuga Ferry, they ceded to the state 
all but two small reservationa One contained four square 
miles, and was in the south-west comer of Springport, and the 
north west corner of Ledyard. It is distinguished on some old 
maps as the '' Residence Reservation." The other was a mile 
square, some two or three miles north-east of Union Springs, 
and was called the '^ Mine Reservation.*' I understand it con- 
tained rock, which was supposed to be rich vrith silver, or some 
other precious metal The treaty grants to the Cayugas this 
mile square, '' and the mine within the same ; if any there 
be," — but there was none. 



188 SULLIVAN'S BXPBDmODT 

For the lands oeded in 1796, the Gayugas were paid $1,800, 
and were to receive $1,800 annually forever. I find in a law 
passed April 9th, 1796, the basis of this payment and annuity. 
The price fixed by the state for the lands to be given op was 
*' four shillings " per acre, — and the annuity was to be at the 
rate of six per cent 

The law provided that the purchased lands should be sur- 
veyed into lots of 260 jacres ; that white citizens who were in 
possession of any one of said lots, January 1, 1796, under a 
lease from the Indians, or by their "free and voluntary con- 
sent," should have a pre-emptive right of purchase of it ; that 
the remainder should be sold at Albany, at public vendue, lot 
by lot; but our yankee law-makers, with characteristic caution 
and sharpness, added, " provided that none of said lots shall be 
sold for less than sixteen shillings per acre." A purchase of 
60,000 acres, or more, at fifty cents per acre, which by law 
could not be sold for less than two dollars, (and for which we 
did realize on the sale thereof, in the following year, over 800 
per cent profit), looks like a very healthy transaction on the 
part of the state, but a little rough on the helpless " wards of 
the nation," as we sometimes tenderly call them. 

I am pleased to find in that law of 1796, c/m evidence of 
guardianship. It provides that the state shall pay from year to 
year the annuity of $1,800, ''after having appropriated a part 
thereof to the maintainance of the public school in the tribe, 
in which the Indian children shall be taught" The critical 
may claim that even this did not show any remarkable liberal- 
ity on the part of the state, for it will be noticed that the 
expense of the school was to come out of the annuity due the 
red men ; the annuity which they had purchased so dearly, by 
the sale of lands for about one tenth of what they were worth. 

By the law of 1796, those who had a pre-emptive right of 
purchase, were to pay for their lands the average price of the 
lands sold at auction. 
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THE GATUGA8 BEOOMX LANDLBSa 

May 80, 1807— eighteen years after the large reservation 
was formed, and twelve years after the treaty of 1796, the Cay- 
ngas parted with their last acre ; for on that day, they ceded 
the Mine and Besidence Beservations to the state, which paid 
them forty-eight hundred dollans. There is, in this statement, 
mnch to surprise us, and much to regret It will be seen that 
the Cayugas received $4,800 for 8,200 acres of land, or $L60 
per acre I The records of our clerk's office show that Peter 
Byckman sold his six hundred and forty acres to Joseph 
Annin, March 2, 1808, (about nine months after this treaty), for 
$1,400 — almost $7.00 per acre. Certainly the reservations in 
Springport and Ledyard, which were partially cleared, were 
worth more than the Byckman tract by the side of the Cayuga 
marshesi with their mosquitoes, and malaria, and bull froga 
This is not all A law passed March 11, 1808, proves that the 
state sold in 1796, the lands purchased in 1796, and realized 
for the entire tract, $460 per acre. No one can claim that the 
selling value of lands in this garden of the state, was less in 
1807 than it was in 1796. And hence we are surprised that 
the Cayugas consented to receive such a miserable pittance ; 
and we cannot but regret that the state should have driven 
another bargain, so sharp and ungenerous, with *' Lo, the poor 
Indian.'' These transactions remind us of the bright witticism 
of Bishop Williams of Connecticut, who said, " The Pilgrim 
Fathers, when they lauded on Plymouth Bock, fell on their 
knees — after that they fell on the Aborigine&" 

OUR TREATMENT OF THE INDIAN& 

If in view of the wrongs of American slavery, Thomas Jeff • 
erson trembled for his country when he remembered that God 
was just, I respectfully submit that we, as a people, have some 
occasion for solicitude as we review our dealings with the red 
men. 
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Wtiile I do not hold the opinion expressed by many, that 
the only good Indians are dead ones, I have no desire to speak 
their praises ; bat I do recognize them as part of the oommoii 
brotherhood, children of oar Heavenly Father, for whom the 
world was made, and for whom the Saviour died ; and my heart 
is pained that oar record in all oar past history, has been stained 
by so many acts of injustice to them. 

I find in Washington Irving*s Sketch Book this beautiful 
passage, '* But should he," (that is, the Poet who shall write the 
story of the Indians in the future,) ^'venture upon the dark story 
of their wrongs and wretchedness; should he tell how they 
were invaded, corrupted, despoiled, driven from their native 
abodes and the sepulchers of their fathers; hunted like wild 
beasts about the earth, and sent down with violence and butch- 
ery to the grave, posterity will either turn with horror and 
incredulity from the tale, or blush with indignation at the inhu- 
manity of their forefathers.'' " We are driven back,*' said an 
old warrior, '' until we can retreat no farther — our hatchets are 
broken, our bows are snapped, our fires are nearly extinguished 
— a little longer and the white man will cease to persecute us, 
for we shall cease to exist !" 

I have been free to criticise the purchases which the state 
has made of the Indians ; but I now cheerfully bear witness 
that it has faithfully kept its promises of payment, for you will 
find in the Session Laws from year to year, that the legislature 
votes $2,800 to the Gayugas — being for the two annuities men- 
tioned—that is, $600 as agreed in the Treaty of 1789, and$ 1,800 
in that of 1796. 

With the exception of these annual payments and the $4,800 
they had nothing left, and nothing to hope for. The littie 
remnant of their once vast domain has passed from them ; and 
they went forth from their beautiful country, " whose lakes and 
rivers, whose mountains and valleys, had become dear to them 
by the historic l^ends of their own traditions ; where they and' 
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their children were born; where their fathers and mothers 
were buried, and where everything was instinct with the mem- 
ories of the past," to find a home elsewhera They were poor, 
bereft of power, humbled in pride, and broken in spirit — a fallen 
and ruined peopla 

PRESENT NUMBERS OF THE IROQUOia 

. It is generally believed that the tribes which once dwelt east 
of the Mississippi, have, (with but few exceptions), become 
extinct — that even the six nations have shared in a great degree, 
the general destiny of the red men, and will soon cease to exist. 
It will therefore surprise some of you when I state that the late 
Governor Seymour, George S. Conover of Geneva, Hon. Ellis 
H. Roberts of Utica, and other distinguished writers who have 
made careful research into all matters pertaining to the Indians, 
inform us that the Iroquois nation has maintained its numbers — 
nay more, that it is numerically stronger today than it was at 
the commencement of the Revolution ! If this is true, (and I 
have no reason to doubt it), it does not verify the sad prophecy 
of the Indian orator who said, '* We shall not long occupy much 
room in living. We shall occupy still less when we are gone — 
a single tree of the thousands which once sheltered our fore- 
fathers—one old elm, under which the tribes used to meet, will 
cover us all" 

As that strange people were phenomenal in wisdom, advance- 
ment, power and government in the days of their glory, so 
they are today a wonder in their endurance and vitality. 

Even the Cayugas have held their own, and more ; for if a 
statement recently made by William G. Bryant of Buffalo is 
reliable, (that there are 990 of the Gayugas in Canada), they 
number more today than they did in 1776. But they are 
strangely scattered. By far the larger part are in Canada — 
others are on the Tonawanda and Cattaraugus reservations — 
some are in. Wisconsin — and yet others are beyond the Mis- 
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siseippL Tbej preserve their name, lioeage and nationalily — 
and liave tbeir separate chiefa 

PRESENT CONDITION OF THE CAYUGAa 

The Oneidas, Onondagas, Senecas and Tuscaroras still retain 
their reservations — in part at least ; they are not landles& Bat 
the poor Cajugas have not, within their native boandaries, even 
a Durying groand which they can call their own. 

Their present homeless condition recalls two passages, which 
I cannot refrain from qaoting. One formed part of the address 
which Peter Wilson, a Cayaga chief, delivered before the New 
York Historical Society in 1847. He said, " The Empire State, 
as yon love to call it, was once laced by oar trails from Albany 
to Buffalo ; trails that we had trodden for centaries ; trails worn 
so deep by the feet of the Iroquois that they became your 
roads of travel as your possessions gradually ate into those of 
my people. Your roads still traverse those same lines of com- 
munication, which bound one part of the Long House to the 
other ! Have we^ the first holders of this prosperoiu region^ no 
longer a share in your history f Glad were your fathers to sit 
down on the threshold of the Long House. Had our forefathers 
spumed you from it when the French were thundering on the 
opposite side to get a passage through, to drive you into the 
sea, whatever has been the fate of other Indians, the Iroquois 
might still have been a nation — and I, instead of pleading 
here for the privilege of living within your borders, I — might 
have had a country." 

Beautiful and pathetic as this passage is, it is more than 
equaled by the speech of another Indian orator, who on a more 
recent occasion, said at Buffalo : '* Tonight, I address you as 
an alien in the land of my father& I have no nation, no coun- 
try, and I might say, I have no kindred. All that we loved 
and prized and cherished, is yours. The land of the rushing 
riv^lr, th# thundering cataract and the jeweled lakes is yout& 
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All these broad bloomiDg fields, those wooded hills and laugh- 
ing valleys are yours — ^yours alone." 

Whatever we may deny to these poor children of the wild- 
wood, we must concede to them the gift of eloquence — grand, 
poetic, wonderful eloquence. 

One more thought and I will cease to weary you. In answer 
to Peter Wilson's question we must reply, the Cayugas have, 
indeed, " a share in our history," — but they, who, for so many 
generations, hunted in the forests, and fished in the waters, 
which we now proudly call our own — who were lords of these 
hills and valleys and plains, and were a power in the land, 
have left but little to perpetuate their memory. A few Indian 
relics, possibly a few old Indian apple trees, a few Indian forts, 
and trails and graves which the plow of the white man has not 
obliterated — these, and the name of our beautiful Lake, and 
grand old County, alone remain, to remind us that the Cayugas 
ever existed. 
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We sometimes meet, in the varied walks of social and busi- 
ness life, with individaals, whose character and habits, either 
for good or ill, distinguish them somewhat from the most of 
their neighbor& American society is hardly tolerant of the 
personal peculiarities or the independence of individuals, either 
as to dress, in respect or manners, habits, customs or associates. 
The Englishman subordinate in everything which relates to 
royalty, nobility, or the glory of old England, still in the ordi- 
nary relations of life, more highly prizes his personal rights and 
privileges, than the American citizen* He understands and 
appreciates those rights and privileges better than the citizens 
of this republic, and this, because he is engaged in a constant 
struggle to prevent and maintain those rights from the very 
least encroachment on the part of his acknowledged superiors ; 
and every class in all the social scale of Englishmen, is found 
to be frequently appealing to the law of the land to redress an 
injury inflicted or maintain a right threatened or invaded by 
the classes above him. 

But in this country, where all are professedly of equal stand- 
ing, there is not the same struggle to be maintained. To a 
great extent the mere surface of public opinion is the law of 
the land. Each one is apt to be, to do and to suffer what all 
the rest are, what they do, and what they suffer. We like to 
be with the majority, and of the majority. We are apt to go 
with the crowd, to follow routine, and suppress our own wishes, 
in deference to the practice of others. 

The result of all this is to induce the repression of personal 
peculiarities to a considerable extent, and to promote a general 
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deference to what we sappoee to be the habits and condact of 
the majority. 

And this condition of things has existed for a long time 
among us, and appears to be one of the incidents of a Bepnb- 
lican form of government ; sacrificing or suppressing the indi. 
▼idaal to the majority, to a greater degree than even that which 
exists in monarchical or absolute governments. He who would 
attain official position in this country, must endeavor to please 
the crowd ; must not be singular in his habits or his demeanor, 
his principles or his deportment He must at least appear to 
conform to the deportment of the rest 

And yet, occasionally, in every walk of life, and in each 
stratum of society, we may see a man of natural independence 
of character, who recognizing with pleasure the rights, and 
ready to defer reasonably to the wishes, the habits and even to 
the preferences and prejudices of others, is yet able ¥rithout 
offensiveness to maintain his own habits, his character and 
deportment, but little influenced by others. 

On all questions, even of the profoundest moral or religious 
interest, although unable blindly to conform to the views of 
those about him and despising as hypocritical all pretenses, 
such a man can quietly take his own course, unhampered by 
pronounced obligation, and making no professions of fealty to 
any of the tenets proclaimed by the various moral or ecclesias- 
tical organizations, the value and dignity of which he respects, 
and the members of which he profoundly esteems ; he is yet 
enabled by the personal peculiarity of individual opinion and 
natural strength of mind and firmness of purpose, against every 
form of temptation, to exhibit an example of personal upright- 
nesSi of high and honorable aspiration and a life ¥rithout 
reproach. 

And yet such a man seldom passes at his true value in the 
community in which he lives. There is always in some minds 
a latent jealousy slumbering against him He does not always 
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belong to oar sect ; he does not always sympathize with oar 
political party ; he does not identify himself sufficiently with 
othera. He is thought to be aristocratic and exclnsiva The 
personal interest and advantage of nobody is farthered by 
awarding him a reasonable meed of praise, or of approval while 
he Uvea There is apt to be a larking distrust of him, because 
he is not to be easily measured or managed by narrower minds. 

But at last death comes and closes his career. A few years 
pass, and his acquaintances and contemporaries have oppor- 
tunity for reflection. All jealousies and distrust have evapo- 
rated, all undue sympathy in view of his suffering and decease 
is passed away ; and the whole of his life, in all its relations, 
is to be examined in the dry light of dispassionate review. 

It is then, and then only, that the true merits of a man are 
fairly to be considered ; his faults candidly weighed, and the 
predominance of his virtues faithfully recognized. And if 
death alone confesses the insignificance of every man, it is yet 
fair and just, if not wise and profitable for us to acknowledge 
the merit, the example, and the ability which distinguished his 
life-work ; and for those of us who knew him well enough to 
love him, those who knew the springs and motives of his 
actions, who have seen his love of justice and of rights who 
have felt the value of his integrity, his sympathy, and fidelity, 
and the pleasure of his association in all the relations of life, it 
is well to avow our affection and regard. 

It is now nearly seven years since our friend and fellow 
townsman, Corydon H. Merriman, was taken from us, at the 
age of about 68 yeara He had occupied a prominent position 
in the business and affairs of his city and vicinity, for about 
40 yeara He was identified during all this time with the old 
Bank of Auburn ; a financial institution which has for more 
than half a century enjoyed the general confidence of intelli- 
gent business men, throughout this state and country ; singu- 
larly exempt from all those unhappy vicissitudes and sometimes 
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disgraceful misfortunes which too frequently occur in financial 
corporationa 

During the most of this long time, Mr. M. was intimately 
associated with the late James S. Seymour in the conduct of 
the bank ; and each enjoyed the hearty fellowship and r^ard 
of the other. Alike in business experience principles of pru- 
dential policy, in personal uprightness, and the respect of their 
feUowmen ; they were yet singularly unlike in respect of per- 
sonal habitudes, in their companionship and turn of mind. 

Foremost in the personality of Mr. M. was his gaiety, his 
cheerfulness, his comical apprehensions and fondness for harm- 
less jokes. His well-spring of fun was constantly overflowing. 
How well he loved a good thing ; how hearty if not boisterous — 
how catching and ringing was his laugh. No matter whether 
pursuing the routine of his daily occupation in the bank, or in 
casual conversation, whether amid anxiety and perplexity or in 
scenes of quiet intercourse with others, his love of harmless 
fun was ever in the ascendant 

He had a keen perception of the comical and ludicrous, and 
never failed to recognize it and point it out for the amusement 
of othera He took no satisfaction in discovering or in pub- 
lishing the faults, the misfortunes or the shame of othera His 
criticisms and jokes were not severe ; they were always without 
a sting and left no scar. 

How keenly he relished that admirable and inimitable jeu 
d^esprit of Bret Harte's about Bill Nye and the Heathen 
Chinee I* 



HoTTE, A^bout the jear 1860, the New York Central Raaway Co. haTliiff adopted Albanj 
tkne Tor tbi^ niriDltig af Its tralDB. and publtetaed its time tables at every plaoe between 
H^yf York and Buffalo , the praetice gndually obtained at all the intermediate |>laoa8, 
of cfvnfortniiii; to this arrangement. This made a difference of eleven minutes at 
Auburn* and all Uie tlcne-pliK)es were set accordingly, and maintained at Albany or New 
Torlc Oeatrai t(me 

But lUr. Merrliiiaa Hi«adfnjtly refused to recognise the chance, ^e clock at the 
baDk waa ki^pt at ^^ true loeaitime. The bank was opened ana closed accordingly. 
A ad on Simdav^, often tbe church bells had ceased to rixig, and the services were 
b^lfimiiDg, Jltr. Mrirlman. al^^ys claiming to be in time, wonldtrip down the aisle, with 
hifl quiet/ «a«7f sw Injuring &itep* and with the air of one entirely conscious that he was 
right, aud not Hubl^ to the charge of tardiness. He used to say that ''there were two 
tKWs at Ieai»t, older and more respectable than the New York Osntral railway ; one of 
them the flun, Ihe cither the Dank of Auburn.'* 
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In person Mr. M. was above the middle height, perhaps 
about five feet, ten or eleven inches, of graceful figure, lithe and 
easy in his port and bearing, and of marked and peculiar 
presence. His countenance was fine, of r^ular and handsome 
features and very expressive in conversation. 

His personal peculiarities lay partly in his manner and partly 
in his habits of life and association. In matters of business 
at the bank, often after conferring with Mr. Seymour, he was 
prompt in decision, sometimes too abrupt, if not hasty, but 
always truthful, always candid and direct 

He took pleasure, and, as he thought, but exercised his right 
in choosing his own company, and that choice was always in 
the direction of intelligence, of culture, and of character. 

In his association with ladies of his acquaintance there was 
an almost indescribable charm of manner. It was, perhaps, a 
little too formally courteous, like Sir Roger de Coverley, or Sir 
Charles Grandison, but it was always pleasant and agreeable, 
evincing cheerful politeness as well as proper respect and defer- 
ence. While some thought it a little too pronounced, too 
elaborate and mannerish, in these days of rude and inconsider- 
ate address, it is well to remember that neither in the present 
generation now on the stage of active life, nor in the promise 
of the next generation so soon to take our places, is there any 
tendency to err in respect of formality or over-politeness ; and 
perhaps it would be better for us to imitate in some degree even 
the formal manner of the old school of such as Judge Conklin, 
Governor Throop, Joshua Spencer, and their compeers, than to 
hail and jostle each other with the rude and heedless '^ How 
d'ye " and " Hello ! old fellow I" which we are so accustomed to 
hear from our respected friends. 

Of the business skill and ability of Mr. Merriman during 
the whole of his career, his contemporaries were well assured. 
As a skillful banker and financier, enjoying the counsels and 
influence of his more aged associate, his prudence and decision, 
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his promptness and accuracy of detail were always acknowl- 
edged; while the remembrance of his hearty sympathy and 
well sustained efforts to assist, to cheer and encourage the per- 
plexed and struggling business-man in the darker days of dis- 
couragement which so frequently occur in life, is cherished and 
gracefully recalled by some who are still in active business ; 
as well as they were by many who formerly lived among us, 
but have long since passed away. 

Being of a highly nervous organization, and gifted with a 
remarkably quick apprehension and with strong decision of 
character, he seemed at times to be impatient and hasty ; reluc- 
tant if not refusing to listen in business hours to all the details 
and particulars of tedious spoken applicants for bank accom- 
modation or loans. 

He was at times impatient with the ignorant, the stupid and 
the stolid ; and such sometimes called him aristocratic. They 
thought so, not preceiving or being able to estimate the true 
qualities of his mind. He was a gentleman of understanding 
and culture, and found no companionship among the stupid or 
persistently ignorant and self conceited. 

The manager of a bank, occupies a peculiar position towards 
the business community. Let him be never so kind, so char- 
itable, so sympathizing, these generous virtues must always be 
sternly subordinated to his higher obligation of dry, cold and 
sometimes severe justice. He is not at liberty to yield to the 
suggestions of sympathy. He must be just A bank is not a 
charitable institution. It is not oiganized and capitalled to 
relieve the impecunious or distressed. It is instituted, prima- 
rily to loan the money of the stockholders, at short times, with 
good security for prompt payment, to those who are able to 
borrow with these conditions. 

Secondarily and incidentally, it is instituted as a place for 
the safe deposit of surplus funds of its neighbors; with the 
obligation and duty of promptly repaying such deposits upon 
the presentation of the depositor's check. 



This 18 its basiDe6& It is not a charitable or eleemosynary 
bosiness, Strict and exact justice, and justice only, is its proper 
yirtoe and function. To depart from this rule, to exact more 
than just interest from the borrower to favor the stockholders ; 
or to exact less than good security from the borrower, no mat- 
ter what the motive in either case, is injustice. It follows that 
the banker must not only be just before he is generous, but 
his whole duty is to be simply just, without being generous 
either to his stockholders or to his borrowers. 

A banking corporation is not entitled to have any soul ; the 
cashier must either make the desired loan with simplicity and 
without pretending to do any favor; or he must decline with- 
out unkindness or the appearance of implied reprooi He is 
not dealing with his own funda He occupies a position involv- 
ing all the obligations of the highest trust His duties are 
sternly fiduciary. Before him stands his customer soliciting a 
loan. Behind him are his stockholders, his ceatuis que trusty 
whose money is in his charge. If the applicant is unable to 
proffer the required security, if he is urging his inability, show- 
ing his necessities and his expectations ; then, however confi- 
dent and reasonable his expectations appear to be, however 
nrgent his need, and however unfortunate for him that his 
usual endorsers are out of town, the duty of the banker is 
plain. He must decline to make the loan. He is not responsi- 
ble for the consequences ; and sympathy, kindness and gener. 
osity toward the borrower, fall nothing short of injustice and 
un&ithfulness towards his principals ; and sometimes result in 
downright defalcation and peculation, perhaps in the ruin of 
the bank. 

All this was well and thoroughly understood by Mr. M. 
His ideal of what constituted a just r^ard for ^^ Revenue with 
incidental protection " was equally clear. With him, although 
at one time of his life he appeared abrupt and indifferent, if 
not harsh and petulant, he was always ready to stand by his 
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friends ; the struggle was to maintain his obligation and do his 
daty, resisting as well as he could the importunate entreaty of 
the needy, as well as the hopeful suggestions and promises of 
the sanguine, in their application for money at the bank. 

And if at times his good will and kindly sympathy did get the 
better of his judgment, if he was generous to a fault, if at 
times his gallant nature, eager to stand by and to maintain a 
friend, (perhaps a good man struggling with adversity), did over- 
power or obscure or deceive his own just apprehension, it must 
be allowed that such errors always leaned to the side of virtue. 

As one of the distinguishing marks of Mr. Merriman it is 
well known that he was at all times the very soul of honor, 
without fear, without deceit, and without a stain. No important 
secret, affecting the happiness, or likely to influence the business 
interests or the domestic welfare of his neighbors coming to his 
knowledge, was ever whispered into the ear of others. He 
knew the world well ; and he knew the just d^ree of discount 
and allowance to be made as to all words of scandal or stories 
of misconduct which reached his unwelcoming ear& He saw 
that what passed for charity, was often in fact but a scant 
measure of justice in judging of the motives of others. 

And in addition to this be was singularly candid and direct 
No one who knew him would ever infer that he was or would 
be in any circumstances, capable of duplicity or disingenuous- 
nesa His purposes were upright, and his means were pura 
He was guided by an unvarying sense of obligation to moral 
right, which would tolerate the employment, only of those 
means which were free from guile, by a fairness of intent 
which could not endure disguise, and by a purity of virtue 
which was never suspected. During the many years of his life 
among us, he habitually attended the regular services of the 
First Presbyterian church of this city, and was rarely, very 
rarely absent from bis accustomed seat fie was for many 
years one of the trustees of the society, and a regular and liberal 
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ooDtributor to the support of the services of the chorch. He 
was also a oarefol, but not critical listener to the sermon, and 
was often times deeply affected by the exhibition of Divine 
trath. Probably no one of the audience held more correct and 
intelligent views respecting our Maker's sovereignty, the breadth 
and completeness of the law of God, and the need to every one, 
of the pardon of sin, and the cleansing from its stain, and deliv- 
erance from its power over the human heart 

Yet he never made any public profession of that religion 
which so evidently formed his character and controlled his life. 
Perhaps he thought that there were so many who professed 
without practising, it might be well enough for him to practice 
without professing. His associations and companionship were 
always preferentially with those who believed in revealed 
religion, and were like him entirely conversant with the word 
of GtoA. And no syllable of detraction, of infidelity, or of dis- 
trust of the gospel of Christ, was ever heard from his lip& 

And here I need not apologize for quoting' some remarks 
made by Rev. Dr. Hawley in a funeral sermon shortly after his 
death : 

*' But more than all, there ran through his entire character 
a consistency which sprang out of his strong conscientiousness. 
In his occupation, it took the rugged form of downright honesty ; 
in social intercourse, it was the true friendship of which I have 
spoken ; in religion, it was the fear of seeming to be what he 
dared not to hope for himselL He never made a public pro- 
fession of his faith in communion with the church, though I 
do not see how one at all intimate with his life, and especially 
with his inner experiences, could doubt that be was a Christian. 
I speak the more freely at this point, because of frequent inter- 
views with him, through these years on this subject; and I am 
convinced that his failure to make such open profession did 
not come from indifference to Christian obligation, or any lack 
of appreciation of the importance of such a step, least of all 
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from an unwillingness to acknowledge Christ as his personal 
Savior ; bat from that high ideal which he cherished of what 
belongs to a Christian life, and which seemed to him so far 
above his real attainment Here was his mistake, in supposing 
that union with the church was an assumption that one had 
reached the standard. It was, nevertheless, his conscientious- 
ness, morbid perhaps at times, and dealing unbdrly with him- 
self, that would net allow him to take never so humble a place 
in the visible church of Christ, unless be was assured that his 
life answered in every particular to its requirement&'* 

And in addition to his love of justice for its own sake, he 
habitually exercised considerateness, the rarest of all virtues. 
He thought well of his fellowmen, and was distrustful of 
detractive speech. He could put himself in their place, in 
weighing the conduct of others, and refused to predicate the 
character of any person from any one hasty action or any 
inconsiderate words. These are noble traits of character, and 
they were hi& 

At the same time he was sympathetic in his nature. He 
always listened with attention and interest to the tales of trouble 
and sorrow or of others, and was at once ready to do what lay* 
in his power to mitigate and relieve. His was a manly, a kind 
and generous nature. No sympton of meanness, of intrigue or 
deception was ever seen in him. He was also a proud nuui, 
perhaps too proud ; but it was an honorable pride that distin- 
guished him, the pride of honorable purpose, of well-founded 
self-respect He had a natural r^;ard for right and justice, for 
truth and integrity of purpose, of thought and of action, and 
he knew it 

On his early life, the details within our knowledge aremeagra 
He seldom spoke of his childhood or his youth. 

He was bom July 10, 1808, the eldest son of Hon. Charles 
J. Merriman, a somewhat distinguished citizen, at South Onon- 
daga Hollow, some ten miles southward from Syracuse ; but 
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in 1816, Judge Merriman meved with his family to the village 
of Elbridge, and there remained. 

About the year 1822, when fourteen years of age, Mr. Merri- 
man (or as he was calledi " Corry ") left home to live with his 
uncle, T. H. Fumiss, a merchant at New Hartford, near Utica, 
and was employed as the boy in a country store, until Mr. 
Fumiss removed to New York city, taking CJorry with him ; 
and commenced the business of wholesale dry goods, or a *' job- 
ber" as then called — in Pearl street, which was then, and for 
some twenty years afterwards, the focus and centre of that class 
of business. With him Corry remained, being promoted 
through the different grades of clerkship, to be the book-keeper 
and confidential head clerk for the last three years, from the 
age of twenty-one to twenty-four; when his uncle Fumiss 
retired from that business, and Corry came back to Elbridge, 
and commenced the study of law in the office of Mather and 
Faraham, well known practitioners of that day, at the village 
of Elbridga 

Up to this time, it may be well inferred, that Mr. Merriman's 
opportunities for well ordered and systematic education were 
of the most inferior descriptioa Probably attending the coun- 
try school during the winters, from the age of seven to fourteen 
years, then in a country store, then in New York city amid 
the bustle and worry of business in the great metropolis ; he 
must at least, have been a constant reader of instructive books, 
and a constant student of human natura But it must be 
remembered that his natural abilities were of a high order, 
quick in apprehension, with a retentive memory, a predisposi- 
tion to acquire knowledge, and a good judgement to use his 
knowledge with tact and discrimination ; he seems, in order 
to be what we know him to be, a man of literary acquisition and 
literary taste— to have in a great measure overcome the diffi- 
culty arising from the lack of early advantages. 

Mr. Merriman was never admitted to practice the profession 
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of law as an attorney or ooonsellor; but nsaally paid great 
attention to that branch of the study relating to finanoe, secnri- 
ties, banking and commercial paper ; and as to these subjects, 
in respect to their l^al relations, he was generally well informed. 

In the year 1834, at the request of Daniel Kellogg, of 
Skaneateles, who was president of the bank of Auburn, Mr. 
Merriman came to the bank at first as book-keeper ; and from 
that time during the remainder of his life, and for more than 
forty years, he was identified with the bank, associated with 
the venerable and estimable James Sl Seymour. 

Mr. Merriman was married about the year 1888, to Miss Mary 
Adams, the first object of his youthful attachment, and of his 
ardent and enduring affection. And his bereavement by her 
decease, which occurred about the year 1849, was to him the 
most uncontrollable sorrow of his lifa 

His second marriage, about the year 1861, to Miss Mary 
Sheather of this city, at that time apparently the picture of 
health and vigor, was soon to bring him again under the cloud 
of apprehension and grief ; as he saw her speedily falling into 
the hopeless decline of consumption, not to be withstood, and 
hardly to be mitigated by any human agency. 

These were the days of prolonged and harrowing grief accom- 
panied by the disheartening alternations of hope and despair, 
in respect to her fading health, and this at a time when his offi- 
cial duties at the bank, called for his undivided attention and 
care. The anxieties and sorrows of these days, the death and 
burial of his second wife, workmg upon the delicate and high- 
strung nervous organization of Mr. Merriman, threatened at 
one time to drive his reason from its seat Melancholy, sad, 
uneasy and almost heart broken, he still continued and insisted 
upon the full performance of his duties at the bank, while at 
the same time, his personal financial affairs were in a condition 
to threaten disaster and the loss of all the little property he 
had acquired. 
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In this state of things the solicitude of his friends was aroused, 
and not too soon. The kind hand of his venerable associate 
which for so many years in this city, had assisted the strug- 
gling and needy, carae to his relief, and was interposed to shield 
his property from ruin, as well as to steady his trembling and 
shattered nerves. A plan of important business in behalf of 
the bank in the western states, demanding his personal atten- 
tion was kindly devised, (without which he would never have 
been induced to leave his post,) and attended by an eminent 
and companionable physician of this city, the journey was 
undertaken. The kind doctor was in no hurry, and took occa- 
sion to demand delay and rest, here and there, at different 
stations in the progress of the travel as if for his comfort; to 
the claims of which Mr. Merriman would more readily yield, 
than to suggestions of his own advantage or relief At the 
same time, and throughout the whole journey, his attention 
being carefully withdrawn from the cares and anxieties which 
beset him at home, he improved rapidly and steadily ; and after 
attending satisfactorily to the '^ important business " which had 
been got up for him in the western states, the value and impor- 
tance of which seemed all the while to him to have been greatly 
over-rated, he returned home after a few weeks' absence, much 
restored and invigorated by the changes of his journey. 

About the year 1860, Mr. Merriman was again married to 
the well known lady who still survives him ; who with the 
little boy Herbert, the only surving child of his second wife, 
now constituted his little family, and invested him with the 
quiet delights of home. And from that time forward, althoogh 
the affairs of the bank with which his whole soul was identified) 
during the dark periods of the war, and of the periods of 
depression and doubt in the business circles which attended 
and followed the four years of war, largely engrossed his atten- 
tion, he appeared to have thrown aside the griefs and sorrow 
which had formerly darkened his life and to have become 
invested with renewed faculties, and to breathe a happier air. 
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His social qualities, so long obscured and depressed by bis 
business and his griefs, broke forth in unusual display. His 
genial address, his hearty laugh, his cordial recognition and 
cheerful mirthfulness, made him the welcome centre of the circle 
of his friends. 

In particular, it was in the Atjbum Reading Uircle^ with its 
weekly meetings at the houses of the members, that his peculiar 
faculty of conferring pleasure upon others shone with fullest 
lustre. He was the life and centre of the circle. He usually 
appointed the readers to their several parts in the plays which 
were read (mostly of Shakespeare,) reserving to himself some 
minor or more humble part Upon these occasions, his gentle 
courtesy, hearty politeness, his delicacy in suggestion, and when 
deserved, his cordial approving cheer, were inspiriting and 
contagious. 

His own preferences in reading seemed generally to be for 
the tragic, the philosophic, the gloomy; and he took more 
interest in the parts of Mark Antony, of Macbeth, Othello and 
Kichard 3d, and in Poe's * Kaven — Nevermore ' — than in the 
lighter and more amusing playa He always seemed to think 
that his forte lay in tragic rendering, while everybody else saw 
that his natural gifts were in comedy. 

Who, that has ever seen him in Paul Pry, in Malvolio, or 
more especially in Sir. Peter Teazle, can ever forget the unaffect- 
edly ludicrous consternation, which brought down the house 
in the most ungovernable laughter. The Reading Circle was 
his delight Founded about the year 1861, it still survives, 
affording pleasure and profitable intercourse, but one of its 
choicest spirits has fled. 

It was during these years of cheerful association, and while 
unusually freed from harrowing cares, that he was again called 
to mourn. His little Herbert, the joy of his house, went forth 
one bright summer day to play with his companion, and was 
suddenly brought home a corpse. He was drowned while bath- 
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ing in a neighboring pond : and again the well-spring of sorrow 

overflowed. It was another sad blow to the oft stricken parents ; 

and the memory of the boy, his bright face, his cheery laugh 

and affectionate words, lingered long in the recollection of all 

about him. 

*• They rocked him in the cradle," 
" And laid him in the tomb. 

He was the youngest 

What fireside circle hath not felt the charm 

Of that sweet tie ? The younj^est ne'er grow old ; 

The fond endearments of our earlier days 

We keep alive in them, and when they die, 

Our youthful joys we bury with them." 

Mr. M. left three sons, the children of his first wife ; two of 
whom were in the Army of the U. S. The eldest, Adams M. 
is in the office of the N. Y. Sun, and one, the youngest is set- 
tled as Judge of some local Court, on the Western frontier. 
The second son, who, bears his father s name, was for some 
years preceding his death, the trusted clerk of the late Christo- 
pher K. Eobert, an eminent and benevolent merchant of New 
York 

Shortly after the death of Mr. Seymour, in 1875, Mr. Merri- 
man was unanimously elected President of the National Bank 
of Auburn, and during that year (1876), until his health failed 
he discharged the duties of the office with his usual conscien- 
tious care and precision. 

It is now a little more than seven years, that the health and 
constitution of Mr. M. began seriously to give way. Among 
other peculiar notions, he habitually thought the practice of 
vacations among business men, was a matter of foolish affection, 
or silly fashion. He himself disdained all such needs. He 
thought that a steady attention to business, without any vaca- 
tion, was quite consistent with health. And perhaps he sacri- 
ficed too much to this idea. Up to about the year 1870 he 
had for years been accustomed to the invigorating exercise of 
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horseback riding ; when suddenly, his horse becoming lame, he 
discontinued the practice, probably to his disadvantage Never- 
theless his health was apparently continued, while from 1870 
to the summer of 1876 he confined himself more closely than 
ever to his business at the bank, during these years of the 
declining strength of his aged friend and associate, Mr. Sey- 
mour ; until it was observed that he began to be pestered and 
perplexed with imaginary evils. The interests of the bank 
seemed to him to be in peril He imagined danger and trouble 
as well to himself, as to those who were to come after him, 
arising out of his responsibilities as Trustee and otherwise; 
although his friends and most trusted counsellors could see no 
grounds of reasonable apprehension. But nothing could ap- 
pease his direful imaginings. Arising in his mind without any 
reason, no reasoning could dispel them. 

At the solicitation of his friends, he left the bank for a change 
of air, to visit his relatives in Syracuse and vicinity. But his 
restless anxieties brought him quickly back, and it was now 
plain that his nervous system was shattered, his self-control 
much impaired, and his mind broken. His work was done 

He was induced to retreat to the Canandaigua Asylum, 
where he received the most assiduous attention and care through- 
out the winter of 1876-7, his friends calling upon him occa- 
sionally, and receiving his heartiest greeting. To the last his 
courteous demeanor, and polite deference made everyone about 
him, his friend. But his malady was beyond the healing art 
There was no efficient " ministering now to the mind diseased,'' 
or to the physical constitution exhausted, and he gradually, 
but steadily declined until he passed away, in April 1877. 

Nearly seven years have flown since his exit, and the con- 
stant changes of life, have brought forward other faces and 
other forms, habits and associations, to occupy if not to fill the 
places that knew him. We no more see his quick and grace- 
ful step upon the street ; his cordial smile ; we miss his hearty 
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salatatioD. Other men and other affairs occupy our attention, 
and it is doubtless well that thus our relations with men an4 
things are constituted. For if otherwise, we should be always 
mourning, always sighing for the friends who have gone. 

It is with hearts full of emotion, and a strange intermingling 
of pleasure and of pain, that we recall the days which are past, 
and the nights into which they have faded, and will never again 
return in this world. 

Again, in memory, we receive the pleasant greeting of our 
friend ; again, we smile at the harmless jest ; or hear the cheer- 
ing voice, forever silenced. But we will not sit silent and dream- 
ing, as if without hope, and without God in the world, as those 
who would say Good Night — forever to their loved ones gone. 
We will await the cheerful dawning of a swiftly coming day, 
when with joy unspeakable we shall no more say Oood Night; 

*' But in some brighter clime, 
Bid him Goad Morning /" 

On the eastern side of the summit of Fort Hill Cemetery, 
where the bones of those he loved so well are mouldering in 
dust, surrounded by so many of his associates in the past, we 
buried the remains of our companion and friend. 

There stands his monument, of plain granite, solid and 
enduring, without ornament, and without the usual epitaph of 
eulogistic worda The rising sun of spring, as it gilds its 
top, and illumines the single word of eloquent inscription — 
" Merriman." — will in all that City of the Dead, shine on no 
nobler grave than hia 

And while manliness is respected, and human virtue, sym- 
pathy, truth and integrity are held in honor among men, the 
character of Corydon H Merriman will be beloved. 

" He was a Man ; 
Take him for all in all, 
We ne'er shall look upon his like agfain." 
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John Eichardson, the brother of Joseph, born at the family 
homestead in Maryland in 1780, was younger by four years. 
At an early age he went to Baltimore where he served an 
apprenticeship as a cabinet maker, and was engaged in the 
making of furniture in that city until he reached his majority. 
While there he became a mason, and boarded and roomed 
with Lewis Cass, afterward General in the war of 1812, United 
States Secretary of State, and Governor of Michigan. About 
About the year 1800 he settled at Marietta, the oldest village 
in Ohio, for the manufacture of furniture employing seven 
journeyman cabinet makers. Here he became intimately 
acquainted with the famous Henry Blannerhassett, a rich French- 
man, living upon the beautiful island in the Ohio river that 
bore his name, and which he had purchased from George 
Washingtoa Eichardson manufactured the furniture for the 
new mansion of Blannerhassett, which was at that time conspic- 
uous for its magnificence, in the meantime becoming an attached 
friend of the unfortunate Frenchman and of his beautiful and 
accomplishfed wife. It was on this island, it will be remembered, 
that Aaron Burr imparted to Blannerhassett his treasonable 
designs against the government, and here he spent many weeks 
in the development of his plans, the design being to make the 
house of his friend the headquarters of the mysterious expedi- 
tion. Richardson was intrusted with the secret of the project 
and was ofEered by Burr a captaincy in the little company of 
men that were congregating on the island as a rendezvou9 
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whence to set out on their voyage in flat boats down the Ohio 
and Mississippi, to found a new republia Suspecting Burr's 
treasonable design, Richardson refused to join the movement, 
thereby alienating the friendship and patronage of Blanner- 
hassett with whom he never afterward conversed, the latter being 
too zealous in the Burr conspiracy to brook a refusal of an offer 
from one to whom he had entrusted the valued secret The 
subsequent ruin of Blannerhassett, the destruction of his house 
by the firing of the American troops, and Henry Clay's bill to 
reimburse Mrs. Blannerhassett are familiar facts in history. 

After a residence in Marietta of three or four years, in which 
he accumulated a large stock of furniture, being discontented 
with the prospect for a profitable business in that country, he 
built an ark, then the only kind of craft suitable for the 
transportation of merchandize on the Ohio, and loading it with 
furniture, embarked upon it as his own navigator, in a descent 
of the rivers to New Orleans. Having there found a market for 
his furniture and his ark, he sailed by sea from that port to 
the city of Philadelphia, in search of a new location. While 
living temporarily in New Orleans he became a victim to yellow 
fever, being given up by his physician at the door of death. 
By the strength of his will he resisted the deathly shades fall- 
ing about it, and almost at once left his apartment with his fate 
behind him. Hearing that his brother had settled in Cayuga 
county with fair prospects for success, he determined to so 
shape his course that he might join him. Having purchased a 
quantity of salt, and transported it to Canada, where he sold it 
profitably, he came hither to visit his brother. After a briet 
residence in the town of Scipio he came to Auburn in 1809, 
and engaged in his former business, the manufacture of furni- 
tura He purchased the lot on the east side of South street, 
described in the language of our time as reaching from Grover 
street to the residence of Dr. J. P. Creveling. In 1810 he built 
his cabinet shop where now stands the double brick house, his 
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only machinery at that time being a turning lathe, ran by a 
foot treadia Being a skillful maker of furniture, he had no 
diflSculty in satisfying the demand for it from the citizens of 
the surrounding country for many miles, the superiority of his 
product insuring him a large and profitable business It is no 
uncommon thing in these days to find that many of the hand- 
some pieces of mahogany furniture, some of them in a remark- 
ably good state of preservation, owned by the citizens of 
Auburn, were made in that pioneer factory. The growth of 
the business was interrupted by the behests of war, the burn- 
ing of Buffalo, necessitating a call for troops to defend the fron- 
tier and protect the inhabitants of Buffalo and the border 
settlements from the assaults of the British and their Indian 
allies. Bichardson abandoned his business and was among the 
first to respond, the appeal firing the warm heart and public 
spirit with an enthusiasm that is understood by those that 
remember the ardor of his later years. In the spring of 1812, 
he was commissioned by Governor Daniel D. Tompkins as a 
captain of riflemen, having raised in the counties of Seneca and 
Cayuga a company of ninety men, by whom he was chosen 
commanding oflScer. The company rendezvoused at Auburn, 
Captain Kichardson having procured uniforms, arms and 
equipments for his men and received new enlistmenta The 
arms and accoutrements of the men were flint-lock rifles and 
hunting knives, knapsacks, bullet pouches and powder horns. 
The arms of the officers were heavy swords, daggers and pistols. 
The uniforms of the men were heavy green worsted frocks, 
extending below their knees, bordered with yellow fringa The 
commissioned officers, viz.: captain, lieutenant and ensign, wore 
frocks of green silk, scarlet sashes, heavy gilt epaulettes, and 
high scrolled cockaded chapoaus, surmounted by ostrich feath- 
ers The entire outfit of the company was rich and imposing, 
and as may be imagined, was terrific and hideous when ani- 
mated in the heat of battla The company bore the appearance 
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of the painted and plumed Indian warriors, then in the British 
service in Canada, and were styled during the war by both 
Americans and British, Richardson's Corps of Indian Biflemen. 
Before the company left Auburn Captain Richardson rigorously 
drilled the men in the manual of arms, and in deploying, 
wheeling and marching in columns and sections, the old Court 
House green being the scene of these exercises for many days. 
They became as conspicuous for their excellent drill as for their 
imposing uniforms, for they won the admiration of critics at 
home and abroad. The day was long remembered in Auburn 
when, from the old green, the gallant company with music 
playing and banners flying, began their march to the lines, the 
tall and commanding figure of their captain at their head. They 
traveled the stage road to their destination, spending their first 
night at the inn at the west end of the Cayuga bridge, where 
Captain Richardson firet met his future wife, Eliza Roberts, the 
daughter of the host On their arrival at Buffalo the captain 
proudly displayed the military skill and formidable array of his 
command for the edification of the admiring Buffalonians. He 
often related that many of the inhabitants verily believed him 
to be a genuine Indian. The company were soon in actual ser- 
vice. It having been deemed desirable by Generals VanRensal- 
laer arid Porter and Col. Win field Scott, that a portion of the 
American troops should cross the Niagara river and confront 
the enemy in their own territory, it was found by Governor 
Tompkins that the commander-in-chief had no authority to 
order the troops beyond the American lines, although he 
expressed his pleasure that the troops should volunteer to cross 
to the Canadian sida On hearing the expression of the Gov- 
ernor, Captain Richardson called his company into the presence 
of the commander-in-chief, announced his own determination 
to cross over into the lines of the enemy, and bade every mem- 
ber of his command that was ready to follow to advance one 
step to the front Every man responded to the call, as the cap- 
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tain expected, and the entire corps followed their commandant 
into Canada, where they participated in the battles of Fort Erie 
and Lnndy's Lana In making this prompt decision Captain 
Kichardson identified himself with a vital constitutional point as 
to the obligation of State troops to pass the bounds of their own 
State. He established a precedent that has had an influence on 
subsequent military law, and is an interesting fact in history. 
Three times the company crossed the Niagara river, in con- 
junction with other troops, successfully storming the battery on 
Queenstown Heights and killing General Brock, capturing 
Forts Erie and George, defeating Wellington's troops at Chip- 
pewa in a bloody fight, and engaging in the fiercest hand to hand 
conflict in American records, at Lundy's Lane. In this mem- 
orable battle Kichardson's Corps constituted a part of the right 
of General Ripley's brigade and executed with great bravery, 
by moonlight, the famous order to wait until the British bayo- 
nets touch their own and then to discharge their pieces and 
pitch into the enemy with bayonets, daggers and " whip the 
devils anyhow." Richardson lost a portion of his command in 
that struggle but escaped himself uninjured. 

At the sortie of Fort Erie Captain Richardson led his 
company into the thickest of the fight In storming the 
enemy's breastwork he led the assault of the column and 
rushing in advance, mounted a redoubt in the face of the 
enemy, to direct the spiking of the British arms. As he 
stood there encouraging his men, his tall figure presenting 
a prominent mark to the British, he was fired at by an 
entire platoon of the enemy. Were it not for the code of honor 
not to take sight, he would have been pierced by every British 
ball As by a miracle, he escaped untouched except by a sin- 
gle ball that grazed his leg. The movement resulted in the 
capture of the enemy's works, with a thousand prisoners and 
immense stores. Captain Richardson was highly commended 
on the field for his bravery in this action, by Generals Porter 
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and Eipley, the former calling him back from his place of 
danger. 

The Indian Rifle Corps, having demonstrated their bravery 
and their reliability for important and hazardous services, were 
detached for many special details, always acquitting themselves 
with honor to themselves and their commandant 

The Auburn company remained on the frontier until the 
enemy were driven from the Niagara border and the scene of 
the war was shifted to New Orleans, where it was finished soon 
after by General Jackson. When the news of the treaty reached 
the troops at Fort Erie, where what was left of Richardson's 
command was in garrison, the oflBcers and men were publicly 
thanked at a morning parade and permitted to return home. 
The company reached Auburn on the morning of February 2nd, 
1815, and in high spirits received the plaudits of their admir- 
ing neighbors. 

It is probable that no body of soldiers in the northern 
department of the army i>erformed so effective military service, 
or received so much general and official commendation as 
Richardson's riflemen. 

Captain Richardson returned from the war the most promi- 
nent military man in this section. He was an authority in all 
military matters, and much respected for his famous deeds in 
the servica His rifle corps was at once expanded into a regi- 
ment of eight companies, and under appointment of the gov- 
ernor he assumed command as colonel, retaining it until he 
resigned, ten years later. He was a familiar figure at annual 
muster for many years thereafter, and was widely known for 
his prominence on training days in diiSferent parts of the county, 
there being many now living that remember him at general 
muster. 

Colonel Richardson soon resumed his furniture business on 
South street, eventually employing about seventy-five men, and 
making furniture of all kinds, it being impossible in those days 
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to buy any kind of manufactured stock. When, later, a steam 
engine of seven horse power was put in by C. C. Dennis & Co., 
it was an object of curiosity to visitors to the village. In 1815 
Richardson married Miss Roberts of Cayuga bridge, whose parents 
came later to Auburn and occupied the long wooden house now 
standing just east of the Morgan homestead on Genesee street 
They began their married life in a new house next north of the 
furniture factory, now occupied by Mr. Samual Titus, which 
Mr. Richardson was building at the commencement of the war. 

After living in this house about twenty-five years he built 
and occupied the brick house on South street now the residence 
of Mrs. Blanchard Fosgate. 

Mr. Richardson being a popular and public-spirited citizen 
and an ardent Whig, he became prominently identified with poli- 
tics, holding several ofl&ces of local importance. While he was 
himself rarely an aspirant for political honors, he was earnest 
and active in his support of his friends. In the canvas of Mr. 
Seward for the State Senatorship, early in his career, Mr. Rich- 
ardson by his personal popularity and ardent exertion in this 
and adjacent counties, was a strong factor to the result 

During the war of 1812, Colonel Richardson became 
acquainted with the characters of Generals William Henry Har- 
rison and Winfield Scott He was a warm admirer of the for- 
mer and was the first man in this part of the county to nomi- 
nate the victor of Tippecanoe for the presidency. He was 
almost daily in a group of citizens, frequenting his furniture 
warerooms as a common centre of story and information, and 
was in the habit of relating to his friends interesting anecdotes 
of the famous generaL In 1838, the year in which Mr. Seward 
was elected Governor, Mr. Richardson is said to have convinced 
the Auburn politicians that Harrison would prove a better can- 
didate for the presidency than Clay, Webster or Scott, who had 
been mentioned. At his request, and with the approbation of 
Mr. Seward, in 1838 the Auburn Journal hoisted to its mast- 
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head the name of General Harrison as its candidate for the 
presidency, nearly two years before the election was to take 
place. In the coarse of time the nomination attracted general 
attention, the Journal in the meantime, giving currency to inci- 
dents in the life of its candidate and arguments in his favor. 
Journals of other states following the example of the Auburn 
paper it became evident that Harrison was proving a strong 
candidate. CJol. Kichardson was encouraged by the partial suc- 
cess to strong endeavors to have a Harrison delegate sent from 
the district to the national convention at Harrisburg, although 
there was here a strong current of feeling in favor of the pop- 
ular Clay. Calling a convention at the Western Exchange in 
December, 1839, at which he presided, he succeeded in -check- 
ing the strong movement toward Clay by the election of a Har- 
rison delegate as alternate to a Clay delegate, chosen by the 
opposition. Before the Harrisburg convention met it was 
arranged that Mr. Hall, the alternate, should cast the ballot 
of the district for Harrison. 

After Gen. Harrison's nomination a meeting was called to ratify 
the choice in an attempt to arouse enthusiasm in the friends of 
defeated candidates, and when they refused to endorse the nom- 
ination and to agree to support it. Col. Richardson addressed 
them in some emphatic words, invoking them to their second 
judgment, but he succeeded in getting but a few feeble cheers for 
" Old Tippecanoe." During the winter months of the campaign 
party spirit was greatly depressed, but as information came 
later from other parts of the country, particularly from the 
west, that the Whigs were holding mammoth mass meetings, 
erecting log cabins, turning out in enormous crowds and filling 
the air with shouts for Tippecanoe and Tyler too, the Whigs 
of Cayuga caught the inspiration and were carried along in the 
tidal wave of enthusiasm. It brought joy to the hearts of their 
firm friends in Auburn, whose zeal was redoubled by the impe- 
tus of popular favor at homa So confident was CoL Richard- 
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son of the election of his favorite that he sold furniture to 
all responsible people to be paid for only upon the election of 
Harrison. He at home in Auburn was regarded as the hero of 
the hour, the younger members of the party saluting him in 
their songs and shouts as the veritable Tippecanoe himselL 
Upon the erection of the log cabin, at the junction of Genesee 
and Market streets, from the logs of wood brought from every 
town in the county. Colonel Richardson was marshal of the day 
on which the house was warmed. He cut with the blade of his 
Chippewa sword, which he carried in the war, the mammoth 
loaf of bread baked by Alex. McCrea, which was so large when 
done, that the oven had to be taken apart to release it The 
marshal served the bread on the point of his sword to the hosts 
that came to the celebration from the surrounding towna The 
concourse of Whigs in Auburn on that day was immense, and 
it was no small task to get them into line and the procession 
under way. Under the inspiration of three bands a circuit of 
he village was made, the pageant being resplendent with liberty 
poles, banners and several unusual attractions, such as the loaf 
of bread, seven feet long and weighing five hundred and fifty 
pounds, a log cabin of sugar, exhibiting logs in the rough, the 
slat chimney and the old hat in the window, five old-fashioned 
canoes and innumerable barrels of hard cider. It will be 
remembered by some of our old citizens that these barrels were 
tapped. After the cabin was properly " warmed" a dinner was 
served and stump speeches followed. Tt was a gala day for the 
Whigs of Cayuga 

The result of the campaign verified the predictions of Mr. 
Richardson that Harrison would grow in favor and prove a 
popular candidate. 

Colonel Richardson presided at a meeting called at the town 
hall in lamentation of the death of the president, and his sig- 
nature appears under the resolutions adopted at that meeting* 

At the laying of the foundation stone of the dam in the 
Owasco outlet in 1835, Mr. Richardson was one of the commit- 
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tee Id charge of the celebratioD, and in the great procession of 
that day exhibited machines of his factory in full operation, 
drawn apon wagons, the cabinet makers turning oat their work 
in the presence of the throngs that lined the streets through 
which the procession passed. At the dinner to which the large 
company sat down at the American on that day, at which many 
remarkably brilliant addresses were made by Gov. Seward, Mr. 
Bronsou, Nelson Beardsley and others, Mr. Bichardson was a 
presiding officer in association with Judge Miller. 

Colonel Bichardson was six feet and two inches high, with 
dark sandy hair and whiskers, and prominent nose and chin. 
His bearing was dignified and graceful, and when he appeared 
in his coloners uniform wearing his chapeau, he was said to 
resemble General Scott His character was positive and sub- 
stantial, for he was frank in his converse with men, and almost 
inflexible in his religious and political opinions, being a consis- 
tent and zealous advocate of the principles he professed. His 
patriotism did not consist in expressions by language, but by a 
life of warm devotion to all things pertaining to the public 
good. In his dealings he was more than fair, for his generosity 
and off -handedness frequently left him the less remunerative 
side of a bargain. He was too benevolent to acquire large 
means, although opportunities for doing so were by no means 
lacking. Many a man in his employ has testified to the value 
of his counsel and assistance, and bis friends and neighbors 
have delighted to bear witness to his warm interest in the unfor- 
tunate, and the substantial aid he was wont to afford thena. 

The writer, a few days since, engaged in a business transac- 
tion with a farmer of this county, on revealing his personality 
elicited the remark by the farmer that he had drawn wood in 
the famous cold and impoverishing winter of 1887 to John 
Bichardson, for free distribution by him to the poor of the vil- 
lage There are many similar illustrations of his known gen- 
erosity to be obtained in conversation with the residents of Old 



JOSEPH h. AND JOHN RICHARDSON 227 

Cayuga for miles around, many of them seeming to hold his 
memory in affectionate regard, and delighting to recall his 
marked characteristics. 

Among the journeymen and the apprentices in his employ, 
and there were many of them, some now living, during all the 
years of his business, he was regarded as an arbiter of justice, 
a source of generous relief and sympathy, and their chief 
friend and support He retained through the depression of the 
winter of 1837 his force of sixty men. 

Colonel Kichardson's nature was genial and playful, and he 
was fond of the society of his friends. His cabinet store was 
a centre of attraction to a coterie of friends, the chief of whom 
was Judge Miller who lived opposite, who made it their favor- 
ite daily place of meeting, where they would spend many an 
hour in joyful conversation. He was skillful in his perform- 
ance on the violin, and would occasionally enliven the long 
hours with musia It is related of hhn that he preserved a 
strong and rich voice and was fond of singing military lyrics to 
the edification of his hearers, and he will be remembered, too, 
as skillful in sword exercise and in the art of fencing. He was 
a master of story and was frequently the centre of a merry 
group, to whom he would recount anecdotes from his large fund 
of stories of men and their deeds. His form and features, once 
so familiar to the people of Auburn, but now recalled but by 
few of its towns-people, are preserved in three excellent oil por- 
traits, the latest by Clough, the pupil of the celebrate Eliot. 
Eliot was a close friend and warm admirer of CoL Bichardson, 
after whose death it was ever r^retted by him that he had not 
had his friend as his subject 

Whether in his pew at St Peter's, amid the ball-room festiv- 
ities, in which he was usually a gay participant, on the streets 
of the city, or in any public gathering at home or abroad, he 
was, like bis brother Joseph, a man of mark and influence, and 
in every company was accustomed to the homage of profound 
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and hearty respect In the family circle the true man was the 
provident, indulgent and affectionate husband and father. 
With his own children and with those of his brother, Joseph, 
he was a close and loved companion, his popularity among 
them, as well as among young people generally, being an 
acknowledged factor in their lives. 

The two brothers were very dissimilar in their general 
natures, but their affection for each other was strong and 
demonstrative, and they were much together during the hours 
of relaxation. 

Colonel Richardson was extremely popular with all classes 
of citizens, his death in 1349, in his 69th year, being the occa- 
sion of universal sorrow. At a public meeting in his memory 
not long after his death, there was a very large attendance of 
the citizens of the county. Among them was a real and lasting 
sorrow. 

Joseph Lane and John Richardson were great-grandsons of 
the first American member of the family, Samuel Richardson, 
who emigrated from England in 1662, and obtained from Wil- 
liam Penn one thousand acres of land, comprising a portion of 
the site of the city of Philadelphia. A deed of the property 
executed by Penn to Richardson is now on record at Harris- 
burg. The lineage of the family to the generation of the sub- 
ject of this paper is characterized by the religion of the Society 
of Friends. 

The brothers, Joseph and John, were born to John Richard- 
son, a planter, in Taneytown, Frederick county, Maryland, in 
1776 and 1780 respectively. They are known, therefore, in the 
annals of Cayuga county, as the Maryland pioneers, the former 
being styled "The Coeval," his own life having had its ban- 
ning in the year of the birth of the republia 

Joseph left the parental home at an early age, his journey 
into a new country bringing him as far as Providence township, 
Philadelphia county, Pennsylvania, where he became a member 
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of the hoasehold of his aunt, the mother of David Thomas, after- 
wards well known to citizens of the state of New York, as chief 
engineer of the Erie canal, a pomologist and florist of world- 
wide reputation, and a member of several European literary 
and scientific societies. David Wright and the late Cyrus C. 
Dennis of this city, were among his assistants in the construc- 
tion of the Erie canal. The two cousins, Bichardson and 
Thomas, of the same age and brought up together in their 
Quaker home near Philadelphia, breathing the same atmosphere 
of piety and devotion to right, and in a family in which plain 
living and high thinking was the rule of life, formed there that 
affectionate relation that never ended. About the year 1790 a 
prospecting tour on horseback brought them to Levanna, in 
this county, where they settled, Richardson . soon returning to 
Pennsylvania for his sister and bringing her to his new homa 

While living at Levanna he studied law at Aurora, then the 
county seat, in the ofl&ce of the Hon. Walter Wood known as 
the richest and one of the most prominent men in the county, 
and the ancestor of many well known citizens of Cayuga in 
later periods, having for a fellow student Elijah Miller, after- 
wards judge of the County Court and his life-long friend. 

He was admitted to the practice of law as an attorney in 
1802 by the Hon. Morgan Lewis, chief justice of the supreme 
court, afterwards the third governor of the state; and to the 
counsellorship five years later by the Hon. James Kent, chief 
justice of the supreme court of judicature of the state, after- 
wards chancellor and the author of the famous " Commentaries 
on American Law." 

In 1806 Eichardson moved to Auburn, then called Harden- 
burg's Corners, for the practice of his profession, taking as his 
law partner Enos T. Throop, who came from Poplar Kidge, 
where he had settled a few months previous. Throop became 
a member of the household of his partner, who then resided on 
the east side of South street, a few rods south of Genesee, his 
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garden lying where now stands the Second Presbyterian 
church. The names of Throop and Bichardson appear upon 
the court records as attorneys in partnership in many important 
casea Their office was in the Auburn Center House, a con- 
spicuous house which stood facing east on the three-sided lot 
at the junction of Genesee and Market streets, in the long room 
of which many of tbe courts were held, and in which was 
organized the First Presbyterian society. In 1807, Messrs^ 
Bichardson and Throop were instrumental in changing the 
county seat from Aurora to this village, this innovation sug- 
gesting the propriety of changing the name of the village to 
the more dignified and euphonious Auburn. The practice of 
his profession having necessitated frequent attendance on 
supreme court and visits to the capitol at Albany, Mr. Bichard- 
son there met Miss Catherine Dole, a descendant of the Dole 
and VanSantvoord families of Albany, and in 1808 he brought 
her to Auburn as his wife, making the wedding journey in a 
chaise. They began their married life in the first Bichardson 
house on South street, above mentioned. Mr. Bichardson was a 
member of the first board of school trustees, to a committee of 
whom was conveyed in trust in 1811, by Bobert Dill, five and 
three quarers acres of land, which have been the seat of aca- 
demic learning in the county to this day. He was an influential 
advocate of the location of the state prison at Auburn, where 
it was founded in 1816, and he was for many years a member 
of the state board of prison inspectora 

Notwithstanding his Quaker ancestry, implying his divorce 
from participation in war, he served in the War of 1812, as 
paymaster of a brigade, in which capacity his vigorous loyalty 
and excellent judgment were of great value to the servica 
At the close of the war, Mr. Bichardson was appointed district 
attorney, the judicial district at that time embracing a very 
large portion of Central and Western New York. Court records 
indicate his participation in several important cases, among 
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Others the celebrated Sawyer murder trial in which he was 
associated in the prosecution with John VanBuren. 

Mr. Richardson was eminently successful as prosecuting 
attorney, for he was zealous in his regard for public morals and 
the rights of society, and industrious in bringing offenders to 
justice. He was everywhere regarded as a terror to evil doers. 
Acting in this capacity in the court of Chief Justice Ambrose 
Spencer, who was among the first of the chief justices, and his 
constant travelling companion on the circuit of his immense 
district, the attorney became the close friend of the eminent 
jurist, who was a frequent visitor at the Bichardson house as 
he was an occasional entertainer of his young friend at his 
home in Albany. 

The partnership of Throop and Bichardson was interrupted 
by the election of the former to congress in 1816, the year of 
the celebrated tariff debata Richardson and Throop were 
members of the same political parties, and their correspondence, 
while the latter was in congress, is an excellent contemporane- 
ous commentary on the current politics of the day. Mr. Throop 
was strongly in favor of the proposed measure to substitute 
for the per diem emolument of congressmen an annual salary 
of fifteen hundred dollara Even this small provision was 
unpopular with his constitutents so that, on his return to 
Auburn, he encountered so much disapproval as to cause him 
to resign his offica He afterward became circuit judge and 
governor of the state, Mr. Richardson in the meantime taking 
as a law partner Parliament Bronson of Auburn. 

In 1825, Mr. Richardson built the brick house that stood 
until a few years ago on South Street near its intersection 
by the continuation of Elizabeth, although this house as seen 
by the present generation, had been greatly changed, from its 
original form. The grounds surrounding the house were pic- 
turesque and cultivated, and for many years extended the first 
welcome to the traveller from the South, as he entered the vil- 



232 BIOGRAPHICAL SESTCHBS OF 

lage ; the grouDds adjacent to the house, and belonging to the 
estate, extending about one mile south from the homestead. 
This home was in those early days considered spacious and 
handsoma It was hospitable, its entertainment of professional 
and personal friends and guests of the village being constant 
and generoua 

In 1827, Mr. Richardson was appointed by Governor Dewitt 
Clinton to be First Judge of the Ck)urt of Common Pleaa It 
is in the incumbency of this office and the admmistration of 
its affairs, that he is most widely and most favorably known in 
the history of this county, and in the annals of jurisprudence 
in this section of country. 

He was four times appointed to the office, for the second and 
third terms by Governor Marcy, and for the fourth term by 
Governor Bouck, his term of office, nearly twenty years being 
ended only by the constitutional amendment abolishing the 
office in 1846. His continuance in the position was practically 
secured to him by his acknowledgefl capacity, his unquestioned 
probity, and the support and admiration of all classes of citi- 
zens save fugitives from justice. These recommendations sup- 
ported by the not inconsequential consideration that he was a 
staunch adherent of the principles of the Democratic party, 
yielded him almost undisputed possession of the office. 

Judge Richardson was distinguished by unusual dignity in 
the administration of his court He was conspicuous among 
men for the severity of his morals and the courtliness of his 
manners, and this character was imparted to his court by his 
strong personality. The high code of court etiquette on which 
he insisted not only was proverbial among his cotemporaries 
but has become legendary and a standard for comparison to the 
generations that followed him. The remark is current among 
those now living that remember him, that no judge ever pre- 
sided in court with greater dignity and that no citizen was 
more respected for perception of right and devotion to the 
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cause of jastice; A warm nature was disguised by an uncom 
promising sense of justice that inspired respect in the suppliant 
for mercy at the bar and administration in his fellow citizens. 

He was severe toward offenders, courteous toward practition- 
ers and painstaking toward jurors and witnessea His charges 
to juries were clear and instructive, aud stripped of verbiage and 
irrelevant discourse that might mystify rather than inform and 
guida His bold emphasis of salient points was an aid to the 
juror and in the interest of justice and the dispatch of businesa 
He was intolerant of extraneous evidence when submitted, and 
insisted on absolute directness in the consideration of questions 
involved, manifesting a pronounced impatience with lawyers 
that would seek to confound the trial of a cause by the intro- 
duction of irrelevant oonsideration& 

Promptness and consistent rapidity were the pride of the 
court This episode, characteristic of his dispatch of business 
is one of the many related of him. On one occasion, associated 
with Judge Mosely, who presided in a circuit court of Oyer and 
Terminer, he witnessed much to his annoyance, the indulgence 
to counsel of the inexperienced presiding judge, in a slovenly 
trial of a man indicted for robbing a till After a trial of two 
days the jury disagreed, although there was no genuine ques- 
tion as to guilt. Judge Bichardson, commenting on the trial 
and its outrageous result to a friend, remarked that the prisoner 
would be tried for the same offense before him in thirty days, 
and he wished his friend to see how long it would take him to 
reach a decision in court After a brief opening by the district 
attorney the judge interrupted the filibustering counsel for the 
defense, charged the jury, obtained a verdict of guilty, sen- 
tenced him and had him on his way to the prison within two 
hours from the beginning of the trial 

Judge fiichardson was a man of rare common sense, sound 
judgment and plainness of speech. He was courageous in 
expressing his convictions, and of great positiveness in his dis- 
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crimination between right and wrong. He bad little mercy on 
the guilty, owning his obligation to protect society to the 
extent of his power, and maintaining the law without compas- 
sion. When it was known that he was to sentence a prisoner 
the court room was usually crowded, for his words to the pris- 
oner in reference to his crime were expected to be no less 
severe than the sentence imposed. 

The lawyers of our day that knew Judge Bichardson, speak 
of his kindness to young attorneys and of his protection of 
them from unwarranted attacks of overbearing members of the 
profession. He was as popular among the lawyers and the bet- 
ter class of citizens generally as he was unpopular with idlers, 
tramps, dishonest debtors, and the dangerous elements of 
society. 

Judge Bichardson was more than six feet in height, large, 
broad shouldered and impressive. In dress as in manners and 
morals he was precise and consistent He always wore a white 
neckerchief and was clean shaven, being intolerant of a beard 
on himself, and while a beard on another was not distasteful he 
considered the wearing of a moustache very reprehensible. His 
carriage was erect and of quiet dignity. His sedateness, how- 
ever, was not inconsistent with the humor that was reserved 
for the members of his family and his intimates, among whom 
he was affectionate and jovial It is related of him that when 
he lived at Levanna he drew a graceful bow, frequently enter- 
taining himself and his friends with his violin, executing old- 
fashioned melodies and hornpipes most skillfully. 

The home life of Judge Bichardson was exemplary for its 
comforts, affection and general happiness. The father at home 
was courteous in the same degree as among men, his politeness 
to his wife, whom he was wont to escort where she would go, 
being as graceful as the manner of Chesterfield. He was con- 
siderate and provident of his children with unusual jealousy. 

Judge Bichardson was a pronounced Democrat of the old 
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sohooL His r^ard for the amenities of his judicial position, 
however, prevented his active participation in political contests, 
and he was never a candidate for an elective office nor a partici- 
pant in campaign debate. He was a warm admirer of Andrew 
Jackson, whom he stoutly defended in his marshal law policy 
at New Orlean& It was his custom for many years to cele- 
brate General Jackson's famous victory in the battle of New 
Orleans, by illuminating with candles the mantle over his fire- 
place at home on the evening of the eighth of January. Por- 
traits of Jackson and YanBuren on the walls of his library 
were familiar to his household for many yeara 

In general reading, and especially in the study of English 
history Judge Bichardson's mind found continual employmenti 
his scholarly intuitions compensating in large measures for the 
lack of opportunities for learning common at the end of the last 
century. He was a constant reader of English poetry in which 
he found much delight, and was as precise and accurate in his 
speech as in his manners, having a close regard for the techni- 
cality of language and courteous, dignified and sincere forms 
of expression. 

The practical and common sense phase of his character was 
brought to public view by the destruction by fire, in the win- 
ter of 1881-2, of the first edifice of the Episcopal Church, the 
services of which were constantly attended by the entire Rich- 
ardson family in Auburn. The fire was a saddening disaster to 
the people of St Peters, as the church was but just completed 
and the full payment for the building had not yet been made. 
The leading members of the congr^ation with sad counte- 
nances convened the following day at the court house to delib- 
erate upon their loss and the welfare of the church. When it 
appeared that the spirit of the meeting was simply that of con- 
dolence and distress. Judge Bichardson, who was presiding, 
interrupted the proceedings in a characteristic speech. He said 
that the magnitude of their loss was comprehended by all 
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before tbej came together; that they had met not to shed tears 
but to pay the debts on the old church and to build a new one, 
that if some one would draw up a subscription paper he would 
head it with $500, a large sum in those daya The speech was 
revolutionary and electric in its influence upon his hearers, for it 
turned them from their seemingly irreparable loss to the cheer- 
ful animation required to build a new church. The example 
of Judge Bichardson was at once followed by Judge Miller, 
Governor Throop, Major Bostwick, Dr. Burt and others, and 
before the meeting was adjourned a sufficient sum was subscribed 
to pay the debts of the church and to defray a large portion of 
the cost of a new and better church building. Judge Richard- 
son was fitted by natural endowments and experience for prompt 
action in such emergencies, and he never failed to meet the 
demands of a situation in which he might be placed. 

He is remembered as a man of maxima A student, when a 
boy, of Poor Richard's Almanac, the precepts of that influential 
work became his rules of life, an appropriate maxim suggest- 
ing itself to him on any occasion in which it might influence 
his conduct He was a master in their use, deriving from his 
knowledge not only an estimable profit but a very considerable 
pleasure. He delighted to repeat precepts in conversation, and 
especially, to young men whom he sought to influence toward 
a strong manhood. Inheriting a frugal disposition from his 
Quaker ancestors, which was reinforced by the economy that 
came naturally from his virtue and simplicity, he became rich 
by his industry and accumulative habita 

He exemplified the value of his proverb to fill a sack so that 
it would stand upright, by a self dependence and development 
of character that made him successful in all phases of life. He 
was an excellent guide to young men about him away from 
the extravagance of youth common in those days, and he 
delighted to instruct them in lessons of frugality and economy. 

These economic qualities were often mistaken for a lack of 
generosity and an uncharitable spirit A reputation for char- 
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ity he did not desire, although its possession might easily have 
been obtained, for not only was he generous with his family 
and himself in all things that he deemed pertaining to moral 
and physical good, but he was a willing and constant giver to 
all public and private enterprises approved by his judgment 
A giver in secret, he was a constant contributor to the church, 
and he gave unsparing relief to the necessities of the deserving 
poor. His generous acts were known to but few, so strong 
was his deprecation of ostentatious charity. Some of those 
now living, however, recall the general comment of the poor 
people of Auburn in lamentation at the death of their benefactor. 
In the acquirement of his large wealth Judge Richardson 
depended wholly upon himself, making no investments with 
corporations or in enterprises in which he was not the chief 
agent His property was almost entirely in land. His first 
large acquirement was made by his purchase, in 1820, of the 
Burt farm on South Street, a property of more than a hundred 
acresL This possession by the purchase of adjacent property, 
extended nearly a mile south past the site of the present toll 
gate and west to Division Street He owned, also, farms lying 
in the outskirts of the village in several directions, his acquire- 
ment of land being a constant factor in the acquisition of his 
wealth. These farms, amounting to about one thousand acres, 
were cultivated chiefly by himself, and occasionally by tenants. 
He kept a horse and wagon for his personal use, and when not 
occupied in his office or in court, he was frequently seen with 
some young friends driving about from farm to farm on a tour 
of inspection and supervision. In later years he became a 
wool grower, raising the chief wool product in this county. 
He delighted to call himself a farmer and derived from the 
cultivation of his crops and wool not only considerable profit 
but continuous pleasure. In the evening of his life, there was 
much joy reserved for him in his social and family life, his 
humor, gallantry and extreme respect for the most refined 
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amenities of society, making him a favorite in all social gather- 
ings. While always dignified he possessed the spirit and 
ability of repartee, and was skillful in interesting anecdota A 
charm of his life was his love for his home and family, in which 
his courtliness and affection were an inspiration to the circle of 
his household. The members of his family were his wife, a 
woman of tastes so similar to his own as to make the wedlock 
particularly happy ; and four children, viz : Charles, who 
married Cornelia Hogan of Albany, and later, Harriet Ely of 
Waterloo, and was for some time in the U. S. Navy ; Henry, who 
married a daughter of George Coggill of New York, and was 
a judge of the Court of Common Sessions in San Francisco; 
both, for several years resided in this city; two daughters, 
Ann Dole, who married the late Fernando Wood, mayor of 
New York, and Catherine, who married Major W. C. Beardsley, 
now living In this city, on a portion of her father's homestead 
property, which was known as Bose Lawn. Judge Bichardson 
died at his family home full of years and honors, injhe year 
1853, being seventy-seven years of age. 
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ANNUAL MEETING. 



The literary exercises of the thirteenth annual meeting of the 
Society were held upon invitation at the residence of the Pres- 
ident, Gen. William H. Seward, on the 18th day of February, 
1890. 

Papers were read by Rev. Prof. W. J. Beecher, David M. 
Dunning, B. B. Snow and President Seward, after which the 
members of the Society and their friends were generously enter- 
tained by the President and Mrs. Seward with characteristic 
hospitality. 
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A SERIES OF PAPERS, 
Read before the Cayuga County Historical Society, 

1877-78. 

BY B. B. SNOW. 



LE RAISON D'ETRE. 



At a meeting of the Historical Society, held April 
lo, 1877. 

Resolved, That Mr. Snow be invited to keep a 
memorandum of the local events of the vicinity for 
three months, and read the same monthly to the 
Society. 
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Auburn, N. Y., April 11, 1877. 
My Dear Dr, SchUemann : 

It is due to you that you be introduced to the Cayuga County 
Historical Society, as the explorer in a remote future age, delv- 
ing among the ruins of a long forgotten city, whose researches 
have been rewarded by the discovery of this document, in 
deciphering which, you will, I fear, gratify a curiosity rather 
than reap a benefit 

It is due to the Society, to say to you, that it is organized for 
the purpose of gathering up fragments of local history, of the 
near, or remote past, and preserving them for the curious eye of 
posterity, and in furtherance of this object, the writer hereof has 
been designated to keep, for a limited period, a record of current 
events, as an experiment in the way of preserving local history. 
If therefor you should succeed in unearthing no document of 
this nature of a date subsequent to this, you may rightly infer 
that the experiment proved a fidlura 

It may not be amiss to state, that this document is attempted 
to be expressed in the chirography at present in use among us 
as a people, and would be intelligible to the average expert of 
our day. It may encourage you in your task of attempting to 
decipher it to know that we of the present day are striving to 
interpret the meaning of certain hieroglyphics and cuneiform 
inscriptions which have come to us from an age as distant in the 
past, as you are remote from us in the future. 
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By way of excuse for the meagre amount of information 
which my paper contains, I may state that our field of labor is 
limited to the County of Cayuga, which is reported in the cen- 
sus of 1876 as having a population of 61,213. The immediate 
scene of our operations is the city of Auburn, which by the 
same census shows a population of 18,359, — 1,425 of whom are 
today reported as inmates of a penal institution located here, 
known as the State Prison at Auburn. Our sphere of observa- 
tion being so limited, I fear that the chief variety in my daily 
record will be in its recital of weather changes, except as I may 
glean an item, from time to time, from the outside world. 

Having thus, in a preliminary way, put ourselves in commun- 
ication, and, as I trust, established a pleasant understanding, I 
proceed to the task whereunto I have been nominated. 

My record commences with Wednesday the 11th day of 
April in the year 1877 of the Christian Era, a bright cloudless 
day whose warm sunshine is tempered by a cool air from the 
nortL Many of the streets are quite dusty and the last vestiges 
of the winter's ice are being picked up and carted oflf from our 
main street The robins and bluebirds have been for some days 
our guests, and vegetation shows the near approach of spring. 
The assessors have commenced their annual round and bask in 
the sunshine at our front gates, ruminating upon the value of 
our earthly possessions as compared with last year. The street- 
sprinkler today assumes its office for the season and true to its 
well known propensity scatters most water where least is needed, 
— on the cross-walka The event of the morning is the definite 
announcement that Noah P. Clark, Esq., has been appointed 
Postmaster of the city, an announcement which had been pre- 
viously made, but which began to be r^arded with distrust by 
many, for the reason that the appointment had been for some 
cause or other held in abeyance. 

The report reaches us in the afternoon, of the burning of the 
Southern Hotel at St. Louis early this morning, whereby several 
lives were lost 
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A Baseball Association is organized in the evening with Mr. 
Charles P. Burr as President, preparatory to a series of the 
National game during the coming season. 

Wednesday, April 12tL Today is the twin of yesterday, 
bright, cool and beautiful, the temperature slightly lower and 
the north wind somewhat more vigorous. 

The " first shad of the season " in our local market is reported 
today. Potatoes are quoted at $1.50 per bushel which is 
high for potatoea The fact should rend the bosom of the 
potato-bug with remorse. 

A farmer from one of the southern towns reports that farmers 
are sowing spring wheat along the shore of Cayuga Lake. 
Eeports are also current of the disastrous effects of the dry 
weather and frosty nights apon winter wheat It is hoped how- 
ever that a partial crop will be secured from the lowlands, if the 
rust and the weevil shall not prove too destructiva 

Friday, April 18th. Another bright day, calmer and some- 
what milder than yesterday, succeeds a frosty night This is 
the seventh successive unclouded day. 

Mrs. Alice B. Beardsley, relict of Hon. John Beardsley, end 
the mother of Nelson, Alonzo G., and Wm. C. Beardsley, died 
in this city, this morning aged 91 years. 

Eev. J. W. Duffield, who has for some months past, officiated 
as pastor of the Central Presbyterian Church, was last evening 
extended a call to the pastorate by the congregation 

The public schools close for a vacation of two weeks. The 
Eev. Gteorge J. (or George W.) Mingins of some note as an evan- 
gelist, lectured on Temperance at the Opera House in the evening. 
The admission fee of twenty-five cents, doubtless operated to limit 
the extensive diffusion of the important truths presented. 

Saturday, April 14th. Still another bright day. Extensive 
fires are reported as raging in the woods in the vicinity of 
Roundout, Ulster County, while snow is reported " two feet 
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deep " in Delaware County, the result of recent snow storms. 
Reports from Atlanta, G-a., speak of the continuous rains as 
interfering with planting. 

Mr. D. M. Osborne returned today from a brief trip to Europe. 

A fine display of Aurora Borealis occurred in th^ evening. 

Sunday, April 15tb. A calm, bright day of sunshine with 
light fleecy clouds in the early aftemooa The merest toy of a 
new moon was penciled in the blue of the western sky in the 
early evening. 

Monday, April, 16tL The sun rose to an unclouded sky 
this morning (as I am informed) with the wind from the south. 
A curtain of light clouds soon intervened, indicating a disposi- 
tion to rain. The clouds thickened as the day wore on, and in 
the afternoon the wind veered round to the northwest, a score 
of diminutive rain-drops fell, and that was all. 

The body of Mr. Geoi^e L. Thompson, who was mysteriously 
lost overboard from the steamer Frontenac in Cayuga Lake on 
the 27th of October last, was discovered floating in the lake 
yesterday near Union Springs by a Mrs. Whittlesey, who 
receives the promised reward of $100 for the recovery of the 
body. The Common Council met in the evening but transacted 
no important business. 

A party of nineteen adventurers started from this city today 
to settle at Dallas, Dallas County, Texaa 

Tuesday, April 17th. Another bright, warm day. A few 
clouds skirmish around the horizon but keep a safe distance 
from the sun. 

The long expected Tweed disclosures are reported today. 
Cayuga County attains some notoriety thereby, as the Senator 
from this district heads the list of those who are chained with 
yielding to the persuasiveness of the " Boss's " ducata One of 
the evening papers contains an account of a violent assault, 
with supposed intent to rob Mr, John Elliott of this city, at the 
Aurelius station, on the Central railroad last evening. 
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Wednesday, April 18tL The clouds gathered courage 
during the night and took full possession of the sky which they 
hold today. A light rain commenced about noon, continuing 
at intervals until four o'clock when it aot in steadily and con- 
tinued during the night 

Senator Woodin fully and vigorously denied in the Senate 
last evening, the charges in Tweed's disclosures so far as related 
to himself, and asked for a committee of investigation, which 
was accorded him. 

A grand regimental ball under the auspices of the 49th Eegi- 
ment, was given at the Armory in the evening. The first frog 
of the season is heard tonight There is a rare and peculiar 
odor of spring in this peep and purl of the first frog, if sound 
may be properly said to convey an odor. It comes unexpect- 
edly and still not a surprise, in the early shade of some evening, 
when you feel in the air the warmth of renewing life. Then 
from the swamps and lowlands arises the loud, clear trill of this 
green-jacketed batrachian, not sharp, nor shrill, nor varied, but 
homophonous and prolonged as if he had done nothing during 
the long sleep of winter, but compress air into his limited reser- 
voir, to pour forth in a madrigal, just before the first warm 
spring shower. It arouses boyhood memories of the stories we 
read, of " The Boy and the Frogs," with the captivating wood- 
cut accompanying, all which incited unmistakable tinglings of 
conscience, for what well regulated boy ever withstood the temp- 
tation of poking stones at a frog ; of superstitions entertained, 
that " the cow would give bloody milk " if we killed a frog, 
while driving her from the pasture ; of the fable of the frogs 
who wanted a king; and the like. The engagement of the 
minstrel is for a few days only, however. I mistrust that he is 
at this season of the year, a minnesinger, and pours his canticle 
into the not unwilling ear of some demure, laige eyed maiden 
frog, who wooed and won, the cares of domestic life leave little 
time for, and possibly repress the inclination to indulge in the 
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pastimes of his buoyant celibacy. Much more might be said 
about the frog, but I forbear. Extensive fires are reported in 
the woods near Scranton, Pa 

Thursday, April 19th. Still raining, which interferes with 
plowing and getting in spring crops. It helps grass wonderfully 
however and we console ourselves with the reflection that if the 
wheat crop fail, and bread be scarce, we shall have plenty of 
butter. The rain abated about noon, but a little after ten in 
the evening a short, sharp thunder shower came over from the 
southwest — the first of the season. 

Rev. Henry Ward Beecher lectured to a large audience at 
the Opera House in the evening, under the auspices of the 
Grand Army of the Republic Subject, "The Ministry of 
Wealth." 

A special meeting of the Common Council was held in the 
evening to designate polling places for the approaching election 
of School Commissionera 

Friday, April 20th. A considerable fog in the morning, cool, 
with a misty rain. The day continued cloudy with low temper- 
ature, the thermometer standing at 44 at 4 p. M. 

Chester Fanning an old resident of this city died today aged 
84 years. 

The President issues the order for the removal of United 
States troops from New Orleans on Tuesday next at 12 M. 

Saturday, April 21st Cooler and more unpleasant than 
yesterday. Thermometer 40*. A dull rain from the northwest 
with an occasional snowflake sifting through, prevails, instead of 
the " warmer and pleasant " which the indications predict for 
the '* lower lake regioa" The clouds break away about noon, 
the temperature rises and the day shades oflf into a cloudless, 
starlit evening. 

In the absence of any local events of importance, it may be 
proper to mention the fact that well founded rumors of an 
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impending war between Bussia and Turkey have caused a 
material advance in breadstuffs. Oswego reports an advance 
of $2.00 per barrel in flour. It is quoted in this city at $11.00 
with a rising tendency. Three comets are reported by astrono- 
mers as visible at present 

Mr. Tweed declined to respond to the inquiries of the Woodin 
investigating committer He seems disposed to preserve an 
armed neutrality in the pending controversy. 

Sunday, April 22nd. A warm cloudless day. Corydon H. 
Merriman, for many years cashier of the Bank of Auburn, and 
since the decease of James S. Seymour, president thereof, died 
today, at Canandaigua, of disease of the heart, aged 69 yeara 
Mr. Merriman had been at Canandaigua for some months under 
treatment for an affection of the brain. 

Monday, April 28rd. Another bright warm day. The flags 
are flying in commemoration of St George's day. The St 
George's Society parade in the afternoon and have a social gath- 
ering in the evening. The Common Council meet in the even- 
ing and discuss the Aurelius Avenue Bridge. 

Daniel Dean, a pauper from Moravia, at the County poor- 
house committed suicide by hanging. Cause, financial embar- 
rassment 

Tuesday, April 24. A bright warm morning, but cooler and 
cloudy in the afternoon with rain from the northwest 

Bussia today formally declared war against Turkey and com- 
menced advancing troops into Boumania. 

In accordance with the President's order the United States 
troops in New Orleans were today returned to their barracks. 

Wednesday, April 26th. A cool, clear day. The funeral 
of Mr. C. H. Merriman was largely attended at the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Bev. Dr. Hawley officiating. 

A mass Temperance meeting was held at the Court House in 
the evening, at which a permanent organization was effected. 



26 RECORD OF CURRENT EVENTS FOR APRIL. 

Thursday, April 26tL A bright day but with oool north 
wind No event of interest has come to my notice today. 

Friday, April 27tL The sky is slightly overcast today but 
the air is milder. A wayward sister named Jennie A. Olin alias 
Belle Stoddard, aged 18, residing on Nelson street, committed 
suicide in the evening by shooting herself, incited thereto by 
the failure of one Charles Johnson to reciprocate her attachment 

State Commander General James Tanner, G. A. R, lectured 
at the Opera House, under the auspices of Seward Post, for the 
benefit of the Bath Soldiers' Home, subject "True Blua" 
About $800 was realized. 

Saturday, April 28th. — Rainy much of the day. A heavy 
shower from the south in the evening accompanied with a high 
wind. The announcement is made that the Bev. Charles Haw- 
ley, D. D., of this city, has been selected as a delegate to the 
Presbyterian council appointed to be held in Edinburgh, Scot- 
land during the approaching summer. 

Three lunatics scaled the wall and escaped from the Prison 
Asylum in the afternoon. 

Sunday, April 29th. — Warmer with alternate sunshine and 
shadow. St Mary's church (Catholic) on Clark street was 
dedicated today. Bishop McQuaid of Rochester conducted the 
ceremonies, assisted by Bishops Lynch of Charleston, S. C. and 
Ryan of Buffalo. Bishop Lynch preached the dedicatory sermon. 

The village of Canajoharie was nearly destroyed by fire early 
in the morning. By the falling of the walls of the burning Nov- 
elty works building, this morning, at Montreal, Canada, nine 
fireman were killed and ten seriously injured. Ex-Senator Wm. 
Gannaway Brownlow, familiarly known as Parson Brownlow 
•died at Knoxville, Tennessee, aged 72. 

Monday, April 80th. — Slightly cloudy and cooL A fire 
started in the basement of a store in the Auburn House block, 
early in the morning which was extinguished with little damage. 
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Two of the lunatic convicts who escaped Saturday were cap- 
tured and returned to the Asylum this morning. - 
The public schools re-opened after a two weeks vacation. 

Tuesday, May 1st — A cold sour May day, with slight snow 
in the early morning. Thermometer 42'. 

Office of the Board of Education removed from the Seward 
Block to the High School building. The National Exchange 
Bank removed from the Colonnade Block to the Auburn Savings 
Bank Building. Postmaster Clark assumes the duties of his 
position designating Mr. H. B. Gilbert as assistant A party of 
ten left for the Black Hills in search of Gold. 

The Chief of Police reports 51 arrests for the month of April, 
40 of which were for drunkenness. 248 tramps were afforded 
lodging in the station house during the month, a fact not so 
much due to the excellence of the accommodations, as to the 
indifference of the tramp in view of his necessities! 

Orrin Hughittj formerly resident of this city, and father of 
Judge Wm. E. Hughitt, died of paralysis at Dryden, aged 72 
yeara 

Wednesday, May 2nd. — Cold and windy with alternate* cloud 
and sunshine, thermometer ranging from 44** to 52o falling in 
the evening, followed by a sharp freeze during the night A 
fine display of Aurora was visible in the evening extending at 
times far beyond the zenitL The first hand-organ of the season 
pours forth its feeble and broken strain upon the ear of the way- 
farer today. I notice that the hand-organ delays its advent since 
the decease and exodus of our local artists in that lina Time 
was, when even in the depth of winter, the " Irish Washerwoman *' 
and kindred melodies were ground out to regale the listening 
ear. Tempora mutantur, 

Thursday, May 3rd. — Cold, clear and dry with somewhat of 
wind from the northwest The dwelling house of John Swart, 
117 West VanAnden street was partially destroyed by fire early 
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in the morning, supposed to be the work of an incendiary. 
The first harp of the season responded to the touch of a swarthy 
Italian upon our streets today. 

Friday, May 4th. — The sky is overcast in the morning, a slight 
rain having fallen during the night A dry brisk wind from 
the northwest soon arose sweeping the clouds away, and a bleak, 
dusty day followed. The Texas excursionists, of whom mention 
was made some days since, are, one by one returning, content 
to endure Auburn for a time longer. 

Saturday, May 5th. — The wind still holds in a cold quar- 
ter. It seems to be coquetting with May, coyly edging around 
towards the warm south, until it reaches due west, when it trips 
away back to the northeast and again to the northwest dallying 
with the currents from the frozen lakes of the north ; it visita us 
dry and cool, sadly trying our patient waiting for winter to leave 
the lap of spring. 

The Seymour Library association held its first annual meeting 
since its organization today. 

The President issues a proclamation for an extra session of 
congress, on the fifteenth day of October next 

A decline of one dollar per ton in the retail price of coal is 
advertised today to take effect Monday. This makes the price 
of stove coal five dollars per ton which is said to be the lowest 
figure reached in our local market for twenty years. I notice 
sweet potatoes in market today for the first time this season. 

Sunday, May 5th. — Still the same chill, dry wind cooling 
the warmth of the sunshine. The trees seem to be holding back 
their foliage preparatory to a sharp " spurt " when the proper 
time comes. The elms, willows, maples and a few coniferous 
trees are in blossom, while the horse-chestnut can scarcely clench 
its impatient leaves tight enough to conceal the wealth of. ver- 
dure which the brown buds enclose. Besides the earlier spring 
birds the fussy little chatterbox, the wren, today is with us, and 
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this momiDg I saw for the first a stranger to me — ^a bird about 
as large as the song sparrow, evidently purely insectiverous, of 
a bluish brown plumage as to its neck and back, with yellow 
spots on the back of its head, at the outer base of its wings, and 
at the base of the tail I queried whether it might not be some 
familiar friend who had disguised himself by donning the yellow 
spots, in deference to the prevailing fashionable partiality for 
yellow decoration. I notice the re-appearance within the past 
few days of the little yellowish fly, whose progeny is so destruc- 
tive to the currant and gooseberry foliage, searching diligently 
for a leaf upon which to deposit its eggs. The gooseberry is 
sufficiently advanced for his purposes but the currant baffles 
him. An occasional white butterfly, whose larvae are so 
destructive to our cabbage and cauliflower, is also to be seen 
wabbling around over flowering hyacinths, eta, and even the 
stolid potato-bug is said to be massing his forces for a vigorous 
summer campaign. 

Monday, May 7th. — Ambitious sweet corn was severely 
rebuked by the frost last night, but the Sunday evening wooing 
of May with the north wind won it around to the west and the 
morning opens clear and milder. The first swallow of the sea- 
son flits through the air this morning with its feeble chirp, and 
dandelions in bloom for the- first, today enliven sunny slopes. 
A local paper reports cherry trees in blossom but I am unable 
to verify the report after careful search. The Commencement 
exercises of the Theological seminary occur this week opening 
with the examinations today. .The May Circuit Court com- 
menced its session this morning, with Justice George W. Raw- 
son presiding. 

The Common Council met in the evening and discussed learn- 
edly and long 'the Aurelius Avenue bridge and a new engine 
house for " Hose 6," and other matters of minor importance. 
At a meeting of the Trustees of the Seymour Library associa- 
tion Judge C. C. Dwight was elected President of the association 
for the ensuing year. 
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Tuesday, May 8th. — The morning opens with the wind due 
east, the sky slightly overcast and indications of rain at no dis- 
tant day. The canal opens today by oflScial appointment The 
first professional base ball game of the season took place between 
the Crickets of Binghamtoti and the new Auburn club at Seward 
Avenue park resulting in a score of 6 to 2 in favor of the visit- 
ing club. 

The wind held steadily in the east most of the day, but ve^^ 
round to the north towards sunset with stronger indications of 
rain. The Rev. T. J. Duryea, D. D., of Brooklyn addressed the 
society of missionary inquiry at the First Presbyterian church 
in the evening in connection with the Theological Seminary 
commencement exercises. 

The Cayuga County Historical Society held its r^ular 
monthly meeting in the evening. The paper announced from 
Dr. Briggs was postponed until the next regular meeting. 

And here My Dear Doctor, ends my mingled web of fact and 
fancy for the montL If the period had been more fruitful of 
incident, I should have indulged less freely in fancy and my 
record would have possessed more of sober historical dignity. 
So regretting the barrenness of my history, I apologize for the 
fruitfulness of my fancy. 

Very truly Yours, 

B. B. SNOW, 
Historiographftr, 
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Auburn, N. Y., May 9, 1877. 
My Dear Dr, SMiemann : 

It was with no little trepidation, that I presented to our 
Historical Society last evening, the record of our first month*s 
history, which I had prepared for your reading. The familiar 
relations which I felt estaWished between you and myself, led 
me into a freedom of expression, which I fear bordered upon 
garrulousness, and did not well comport with the society's idea 
of a sober historical narrative. Still as no severe criticism was 
openly expressed, I venture to resume my record for the coming 
month. The suggestion was made that a record of the temper- 
ature for each day be embodied in the report, a suggestion of 
which I gladly avail myself, as it will afford me at least one 
item of news for each day, without any considerable effort at 
research. For the future then the state of the temperature for 
each day at one o'clock p. M. will be given. 

The morning opens with the wind in the northeast, and with 
a slight haze. I notice the presence of martins for the first 
this morning, but they probably came a day or two earlier. 
Gov. Eobinson yesterday vetoed the act conferring upon women 
the privilege of serving as school oflScers. Thermometer 58* at 
1 p. M. A brisk cool north wind in the afternoon and quite 
dusty. Fears are expressed for the safety of the steamship 
" City of Brussels," which sailed from New York, April 21, 
and has not since been heard from. The County Medical 
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Society met at the Court House. An explosion of coal damp 
in the Wadesville mine near Pottsville, Pa., resulted in the 
death of seven miners. Prof. Gardner, the soap man, addressed 
a large audience at the Court House in the evening, on Temper- 
ance, and in the commencement exercises of the Theological 
Seminary, Prol R. B. Welch addressed the society of the 
Alumni at the First Church. 

Thursday, May 10. —Cloudy, wind north, with a slight 
sprinkle in the morning. Thermometer, 45' at 1 P. M. The 
larvae of the currant fly begin to show ravages on gooseberry 
leaves. The Woodin Investigating committee present their 
report, completely exhonerating Mr. Woodin from any com- 
plicity with Tweed's crookedness, closing with the statement 
that the charges not only failed to be substantiated but were dis- 
proved by the evidence. The Senate unanimously adopted 
the report 

The Philadelphia permanent exhibition in the main building 
of the Centennial Exhibition, opened today. The exercises of 
the graduating class of the Theological Seminary took place in 
the evening, the graduates numbering fifteen. 

Bheumatic pains meander through sensitive limbs and petu- 
lant molars try the patience of their much enduring possessors, 
indicating that we are within the neuralgic radius of a storm 

Friday, May 11. — Although the wind continues north-west 
and the sky is overcast, the weather shows a disposition to con- 
ciliate. Thermometer 56** at 1 p. m. W. B. Lynch, late of 
Auburn, is reported to have been drowned by the upsetting of 
a boat at JJakeville, Iowa, on the 6th inst The walls of a new 
Court House in process of erection at Rockford, HI., fell today, 
killing twelve workmen and wounding several mor& 

Base ball interest today centers in a game between the Live 
Oaks of Lynn and the Auburn Club, the latter scoring one run 
and the visiting club three 
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The Trustees of the Seymour Library Association, at a meet- 
ing held in the evening, selected Miss Martha A. Bullard for 
Librarian. I notice the magnolia (white) in bloom today for 
the first time this season. 

Saturday, May 12. — Clear and warmer with the wind from 
the west I notice this morning the first appearance of the little 
greenish yellow bird, which is such an adept in picking the 
insects and worms from the under side of leaves. I do not 
know its name. Also another bird, a stranger to me, in shape 
and plumage much like the cat bird, but much smaller. Ther- 
momenter 68*, cherry trees, currant and gooseberry bushes are 
slowly struggling into bloom. The Auburn nine scored three 
runs to five for the Live Oak& At the convention for the 
nomination of School Commissioners held in the evening, 
Messrs Davie, Perry, Moses and Trowbridge were nominated. 

Sunday, May 13. — ^Wind west, and clear in the morning, 
followed by scattered clouds and north wind at noon, and a 
slight haze the remainder of the day. Thermometer 67^ 
Chimney swallows first appeared this morning, and I notice 
the apple tree worm spinning its web preparatory to a raid upon 
the yet unopened leat 

Edwin R Gridley died today, aged 61 years. He was a genial 
man, a " fellow of infinite jest," but his life's afternoon lay more 
in shadow than in sunshina 

Monday, May 14th. — Wind south working around to the 
west at nooa Thermometer 76'. Dry, warm and slightly 
hazy. The steamship, City of Brussels is heard from today, 
working her way across the Alantic under sail, having broken 
her shaft when two days out from New York. The Bob-o-link 
comes today. A New England poet announces his coming 
there in June thus, 

Sunshine, winged and voiced, 
' Gladness of woods, skies, waters, all in one, 

The 6ob-o-link has come. 
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Id base base ball, the Alleghenies of Pittsburgh score seven 
to two for the Auburn dab. A sleepy looking new moon lay 
cradled in the haze of the west in the early evening. Another 
wayward sister named Cora Arnold, aged 17 years sought the 
sleep that knows no waking, by taking laudanum. She was 
restored by the timely resort to electricity. 

Tuesday, May 15th. — ^Wind south, and hazy. The cherry 
trees are in full bloom, and of course the Oriole oome& The 
Oriole makes no mistakes The other spring birds, in their zeal 
to secure eligible sites for nesting or other cause, not unfrequendy 
have occasion to regret their early advent, sleeping cold o'nights 
and hungering because of the snow covered ground. But the 
Oriole watches his season. He waits till the cherry " dressed 
for bridal " shall welcome him, and some warm May morning, 
wafted upon the balmy south wind, he bursts upon us with his 
loud clear notes, " a glance of summer fire," and then we may 
by assured that spring has come. His advent is as distinctive 
as that of the first thunder shower, and no matter what rumors 
may prevail as to his having been seen by careless observers, 
you will always find the blossoming of the cherry tree and the 
coming of the Oriole to be co-incident He is seven days later 
this year than last 

The election of school comissioners occured today, Messrs 
Davie, Moses and Perry being the successful candidates Ther- 
mometer 77*, the wind varying during the day from south to 
northwest and buck. New potatoes, said to be from Bermuda, 
and green peas are in market, each commanding one dollar per 
peck. Extensive fires are reported in the woods of Clinton 
county, in Canada and in Massachusetts. In the evening the 
first mosquito of the season drones its monotonous hum about 
my ears, as I sit reading, and a June bug attracted by my light, 
blunders through the open window, bumps around against the 
ceiling, rattles down the wall to the floor, rests a moment, then 
gathers himself and whirs straight for my light After several 
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ineffectual efforts, I succeed in bringing him to the floor with 
my folded newspaper, when I gather him up and throw him out 
through the window. A June bug is always an object of special 
interest in church, during the evening service, more particularly 
to the younger portion of the congr^ation, and I have noticed 
that the officiating clergyman is not always quite at ease when 
the visitor approaches his domain. Perhaps I ought not to 
have devoted so much space to these insects, neither of them 
being historical, and so far as my reading extends not mentioned 
either in sacred or profane history, for which reason, however, 
I may be pardoned for impaling them upon this page. 

Wednesday, May 16th. — A slight sprinkle of rain last 
evening, and this morning the wind is northwest, cloudy, but 
warm, and a muggy forenoon succeeds. Thermometer 82". A 
mild shower from the southwest of short duration at 2 P. M. 
Pear and plum trees are in bloom today. The circuit court 
adjourned this morning. A sharp thunder shower accompanied 
with wind at 6 P. m. 

Thursday, May 17th. — ^A fresh morning with wind from 
the south and light clouda Somewhat sultry, with thermom- 
eter at 79*. A fine steady light rain set in about 2 o'clock. The 
first cucumber of local growth aspired to enrich a grocer, to the 
extent of fifteen cents. 

Friday, May 18th. — Wind south, clear and warm The cat- 
bird comes this morning, noiseless and mysterious looking as 
an evil spirit When he has found an old nest for his mate, he 
will be more communicativa Thermometer 86", warm and 
sultiy with a strong wind from the south. A hail storm visits 
New England, and a tornado sweeps across the lower Hudson, 
destroying five ice houses in its course. In local base ball, the 
Athletics score six and the Aubums four. 

Saturday, May 19th. — Warm and clear. Wind northwest, 
and thermometer 81*. Early in the season, I noticed a little 
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speckled woodpecker industriously pecking away at the dead 
limb of an apple tree in my garden, preparing a place for his 
nest I anticipated much pleasure of my new neighbor, and 
was not a little disappointed when I found that a plucky little 
wren had ejected him and appropriated the fruits of his labors. 
The wren had scarcely completed his household arrangements, 
when an English sparrow coveting the snug retreat, perched 
himself upon a limb in front of the opening, and hour after 
hour, day in and day out, kept up his incessant peep. The 
wren scolded and twittered and fluttered at his stolid aggressor, 
but all to no purpose, until at length I interfered and stoned 
the sparrow away. Misapprehending my motive, the wren left 
also, and now there is a house to let in that hollow limb. I con- 
fess to a dislike for sparrows —they never come — they are always 
here. If they would migrate somewhere, for nine months of 
the year,- they might be tolerable for the other three montha 
There is nothing birdlike in their song, it is about as musical 
and not unlike the peep of a lost chicken, except as it is varied 
into a chatter when they wrangle among themselves. They are 
scavengers and their looks and ways partake of their occupation. 
There is nothing airy or buoyant in their flight, — ^they fly to 
get out of the way, as a flying fish, or a winged toad might 
I notice' that three or four families of them have built character- 
istic nests in the tops of the elms, at the comer of Garden and 
North streets. The nests look as if a freshet had visited some 
storm-exposed meadow, and had swept off the hay-cocks, to 
lodge them in the tops of the trees. The nests appear to be 
covered over, and all of them, whether by chance or design, 
have their entrance or front door towards the west, from which 
I infer that the sparrow does not care to catch the first glimpse 
of the morning sun, the only positive indication of intelligence 
I have ever noticed in theuL I have never observed their 
building in trees before, and I query whether this may not be 
a link in the process of evolution, and that a more intelligent 
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race of sparrows is to succeed If such a race should be evolved, 
as shall arise to the dignity of destroying potato bugs, I might 
be reconciled to them. 

Sunday, May 20th. — A slight rain during the night 
Slightly cloudy in the early part of the day, but clear in the 
afternoon. Wind north and northeast Tliermometer, 79^ 
The first humming bird of the season appears, the apple trees 
being in full bloom. Horse chestnut trees are in nearly full 
leaf and in partial bloom, maples are well in foliage, elms are 
more backward, and lindens, locusts, and the mountain ash show 
only the beginnings of their sunamer verdura The forests 
show only a slight tint of green on the brown background of 
their winter habit 

Monday, May 21st — Wind soutL A light rain set in at 
8 A. M., continuing at intervals most of the day, clearing in the 
afternoon. Thermometer 68". Common Council met in the 
evening and discussed the interests of Hose 8, 6 and 6, and 
sharply divided on the Aurelius Avenue bridge question. 

News reaches us of the capture of Ardaban by the Russians, 
on Friday last, an important strat^c point in Asia Minor. 
News from the seat of war comes to us slowly, possibly from 
the difficulty in transmitting Russian and Turkish names over 
the wires. Correspondents however state that little progress 
has been made by the invading Russians, on account of the 
unpropitious state of the weather. The fact is doubtless as 
stated, but the reason for it I conceive to be other than that 
given. When an advancing column is necessarily delayed two 
or three days before a city to acquire the pronunciation of its 
name, so as to determine whether it is the place they were 
instructed to capture, progress must necessarily be slow. There 
is a deep significance in the Russian strat^y in Asia Minor, 
which I mistrust is not generally appreciated. It is this, that 
by first directing their efforts against cities of simple names, 
like Van and Kars, they may pave the way to cope with 
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Erzeroum and Ersingjan. and so by gradual approaches, at 
length successfully contend with cities of the magnificent nomi- 
nal proportions of Constantinopla I shall watch for the vindi- 
cation of my theory with no little interest I first noticed the 
kingbird today. 

Tuesday, May 22d. — ^Wind north, cooler and cloudy, with 
showers at intervals during the day. Thermometer 58*. At 
the launching of the steamship Saratoga, at Chester, Pa, seven 
workmen were killed. At a meeting of the Board of Education 
in the evening, O. F. Knapp. Esq., was elected president for 
the ensuing year. 

Wednesday, May 28rd. — Brisk north wind. Cool and clear, 
clouding up in the afternoon. Thermometer 63^ I first see 
young robins trying their pinions today. A cold rain in the 
evening, the mercury descending to 84'' Gov. Bobinson calls 
an extra session of the Senate immediately upon the coming 
adjournment. 

Thursday, May 24th. — Snow is reported this morning in 
various localities, and from 1^ to 2 inches deep in Spafford and 
Pompey, Onondaga Co. The morning opens cold and cloudy, 
with the wind northwest. Thermometer 50* at 1 p. M. The, 
Legislature adjourns sine die. The Senate convenes in extra 
session immediately after adjournment, and adjourns to meet 
at Saratoga, July 18, to act upon the report of the conmiittee 
in the case of bank Superintendent Ellis. 

Among the important measures discussed during the session, 
and which failed of passage was the apportionment bill, providing 
for a reapportionment of the Legislative representation upon 
the basis of the census of 1875, and the act to encourage hens 
to lay eggs of uniform size, establishing one pound as the 
weight which all upright, fair dealing hens should be willing to 
put into a dozen ^gs. The Legislature has been in session 
180 days, the longest session on record under the 100 day limit 
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Friday, May 25tL — Wind northwest Cool and cloudy 
in the morning. Thermometer SS"". In local base-ball, the 
Bostons score 8 runs to the Auburn's 1, which is encouraging 
to the friends of the Auburn nina In the evening a temper- 
ance meeting is held at the Court House. Mra G. Osborn 
Letchworth gives readings at the Academy of Music and a 
Prof. Reynolds amuses an audience at the Opera House with 
experiments in mesmerism Some tired looking, much- 
travelled string beans appear in market to day. 

Saturday, May 26th — ^Wind north. A clear fresh air, and 
slightly milder. Thermometer 67^ The Auburn nine tri umph 
over a crack club from Rochester, with a score of 7 to 0, which 
greatly elates the Auburn admirers of the national gama I 
notice the prevalence of the pear tree blight this season, not the 
leaf blight, but the kind which strikes the body or a limb of the 
tree and sears it to certain destructioa A slight sprinkle of 
rain in the evening. 

Sunday, May 27th. — Clear and pleasant, with wind from the 
north. Thermometer 68*. Albert L. Sisson, for several years 
Police Justice of the city, and at the time of his death holding 
disputed possession of the office, died today, aged nearly 85 
years. 

Monday, May 28th.— Wind southwest, clear and warm. 
Thermometer 76". I notice the cherrybird today, also the Pee- 
wit or Phebebird which is a late comer I think. The inquiry 
into the lunacy of Watson Whittlesey ended today in the dis- 
agreement of the jury. The case has occupied four weeks lack- 
ing two days and has excited an unusual degree of interest 
A fine display of the Aurora in the evening was somewhat 
dimmed by the light of a nearly full moon. 

Tuesday, May 29th. — Wind south, clear and warmer. Ther- 
mometer 80*. Southern strawberries are in market at 80 cents 
per quart A public reception was given to Senator Woodin at 



40 RECORD OF CURRENT EVENTS FOR MAY. 

the Academy of Music, in the evening, CoL K B. Morgan of 
Aurora, presiding. John L. Motley, the celebrated historian, 
died in London, aged 68 years. Fletcher Harper, the last of 
the ** Harper Brothers," di^ today. 

Wednesday, May 80.— Decoration day. Wind west, clear 
and warm. Thermometer 81*. The customary exercises of 
Decoration Day were observed, and in the evening the exercises 
consisted of a poem by Rev. J. C. Long, of Union Springs, and 
an oration from Rev. S. W. Duffield. A largely witnessed game 
of base-ball in the afternoon resulted in a score of four for the 
Auburn club, to one for the Buckeyes. Deacon Silas W. 
Amett died suddenly of apoplexy, age<ji 76. He was well 
known in our conmiunity as a man of decided convictions upon 
all the political, social, moral and religious questions of the day. 
His zeal and earnestness in advocating his views made him at 
times seem somewhat bellicose, and to some extent impaired 
his influence, but no one ever questioned his integrity of purpose. 
He was distinctively Deacon Amett, not that he was the only 
Deacon in the city, or in his church, but he was one of the few 
to whom the title Deacon seems cognominal or patronymic. To 
have called him simply Mr. Amett or Squire Arnett would 
have destroyed his individuality, — nobody would have recog- 
nized him, but as Deacon Amett, he towered and was known 
of all men. 

Thursday, May 81.— Wind west, and quite warm. Reports 
are received of a great tidal wave on the Pacific coast, following 
the earthquake of the night of May 9th, when the city of Iqui- 
que, on the coast of Peru and several other places were destroyed, 
with a loss of from 600 to 800 lives. Thermometer 88'. ^ The 
average temperature since May 10th at one o*clock each day, 
has been 69f', the lowest being 45* May 10th, and the highest 
86'' May 18th. Lilies of the valley are in their prime and the 
wild azalea is in bloom. 
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Friday, June Ist — The day opens warm, clear and dry. 
A false alarm of fire occurred in the night Thermometer 86^ 
An accident on the Lehigh Valley railroad, occasioned the loss 
of four lives and severely injured several passengers. The potato 
bug b^ns the deposit of eggs today. Francis Murphy, the 
Apostle of Temperance, addressed a small audience at the Opera 
House, an admission fee being charged. 

Saturday, June 2nd. — Wind fresh from the southeast, and 
slightly hazy. T^hermometer 86'. A slight sprinkle of rain in 
the afternoon. In base-ball, the Auburn club scored 4 and the 
Buckeyes 2. 

Sunday, June Srd. — Wind south, and a hazy atmosphere. 
A slight rain at 1 o'clock with thermometer at 74". A fine mild 
shower occurred about 8 P. M. The mountain ash is in bloom, 
also the peonies and snowballs. 

Monday, June 4th. — ^The morning opens with a mild 
westerly wind and subdued sunshina Thermometer 71*. A 
tornado sweeps over Mt Carmel, III, destroying several build- 
ings and killing upwards of thirty persons. A waterspout 
sweeps down upon the northern part of Iowa. Extensive forest 
fires are reported in northern Michigan. The Common Council 
meet in the evening and order a " two arch stone bridge " across 
the Owasco outlet at Aurelius Ave. 

Tuesday, June 5th. — ^Wind south, cool and cloudy. Ther- 
mometer 61^ Today is calf day. As this is a local observance 
I should perhaps explain that the New York Central railroad 
sets apart Tuesday of each week, as the only day it will 
accept calves (of the quadrupedal species) as passengers. So 
with the early dawn of each Tuesday morning, the sufficiently 
fatted calf bids adieu to the green pastures and still waters of 
his nativity, and being assisted into the comfortable conveyance 
of his proprietor, takes his fijst and last ride, journeying to the 
Central depot, where he is transhipped for New York. In any 
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of the principal approaches to the city, this procession of calves 
may be seen of a Tuesday morning, each conveyance carry- 
ing from one to six or eight calves beside the driver, wending 
their way market- ward. 

A cold easterly rain set in, in the afternoon. The Board of 
Education held its regular monthly session in the evening. 
Fred M. Terrill died today, after a lingering illness, aged 85 years. 

Wednesday, June 6th. — A northeast rain commenced 
early in the morning and continued until about 4 p. m. Ther- 
mometer 61'. Locust trees are in bloom today. A railroad 
accident occurred near Bath, in England today, by the giving 
away of a bridge of some thirty feet span, by which a dozen 
lives were lost The Board of Education hold a special session 
in the evening and order a primary school house to be built, in 
district No. 1., in the rear of Seymour ChapeL 

Thursday, June 7th. — ^A sullen morning after the rain, with 
stolen smiles of sunshine through the clouds. Wind north, 
and clearing in the aftemooa Thermometer 66'. The higher 
grades of the public school children indulge in the luxury of 
the regent's examination today and tomorrow. Two teams of 
the 49th Regiment, N. Qt. S. N. Y., go to Syracuse to shoot at 
a mark, and take six prizes, including the firat, whereupon their 
companions, who staid at home, receive them upon their return 
in the evening with musia 

Friday, June 8th. — A clear fresh air with light wind from 
the southeast Thermometer 78*. Eleven persons are killed at 
Bridgeport, Ct, by the falling walls of a burning building. The 
Eries humble the pride of the Auburn nine, by a score of 4 to 8. 

Saturday, June 9th. — Warm, with a brisk wind from the 
south which continues during the day, bringing a slight sprinkle 
in the evening. Thermometer 78^ I notice the chirrup of the 
cricket for the first time this season, last evening. It seemed 
to me early, as I have associated the cricket with the dry, cool. 
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dog-day evenings. The Aubums retaliate upon the Eries, in 
base-ball, with a score of 5 to 1. The board of education hold 
their annual teacher's examination today. Local strawberries 
color with resentment at the influx of carpet baggers from New 
Jersey and vicinity, and today the firpt invoice from Owasco is 
reported in market, prepared to carry on a war of extermination 
against all foreigners. 

Sunday, June 10th. — The Sunday morniiig nap of our citi- 
zens was shortened by an alarm of fire about 7 o'clock a. m. 
The fire proved to be the dry house of the Auburn Woolen 
mill, a detached building which was partially destroyed and 
considerable wool was damaged. Total loss about $80,000. A 
heavy rain set in, in the morning continuing until about 10^ 
o'clock, clearing with a cool wind from the west Thermometer 
68-. 

Monday, June 11th. — A clear, bright, fresh morning with 
wind from the southwest . Thermometer 65'. The eggs of the 
potato bug deposited a week ago last Friday, are hatching 
today, from which I infer that the '* period of incubation " is 
about ten daya The bugs do not eat the leaf upon which they 
are hatched as does the currant worm, but crawling to the upper 
side of the leaf, they take a general survey of the situation and 
then make their way to the upper and tenderer leaves for 
breakfast The newcomers are very voracious and are mainly 
destructive of the vines. I notice fresh looking green peas in 
market today for the first I made some inquiries respecting 
them for the benefit of the Historical Society, and learned that 
they were raised in the town of Sennett, and are valued at one 
dollar per peck. This of course includes the pods. Considera- 
ble excitement prevails in base-ball circles today, on account of 
an attempt on the part of the Rochester sportsmen to entice away 
a portion of the Auburn nine. The attempt proved unsuccess- 
ful. T notice that the New York papers report the fire at the 
Woolen factory yesterday morning, as involving a loss of 



44 RECORD OF CURRENT EVENTS FOR JUNE. 

$100,000, adding that the main building was not insured, but 
omitting to state that it was not burned. This has led me to 
reflect whether some of the items I have culled from the papers 
may not have come through a similar magnifying medium and 
thus have impaired the reliability of my history. I trust not 
however. 

James Bussel Lowell is announced as having been tendered 
and having accepted the mission to Spain. 

Tuesday, June 12th. — Bright and cloudless in the morning 
with a fresh breeze from the south, clouding towanls noon 
with indications of rain. Thermometer 78*. From the beauti- 
ful development of spring in our city, I had been led to believe 
that the season gave promise of an unsually abundant harvest 
In conversation with Mr. Perrigo, however, a few days since, 

1 learn that I am mistaken. He says that the cold dry winds 
of the early spring seriously impaired the growth of grass; 
that the wheat stalk is small ; that spring sown grain suffered 
from the drouth, com did not come up well, and the chances 
favor a very light crop of potatoes on account of the depre- 
dations of the Colorado beetla Mr. Perrigo is a granger. 

An unusual degree of base-ball interest attended the game 
today, between the Syracuse Stars and the Auburn nine, in 
which the former were victors by a score of 6 to 4. 

Burglars entered the house of Mr. Charles Standart about 

2 o'clock this morning, and escaped with some $850 booty and 
subsequently visited the house of Mr. Nelson Payne on the 
Sennett road north of the city, securing some $90 additional 
booty. The mayor's veto of the Aurelius Avenue bridge project 
is made public today. The wind shifted to the northwest about 
6 P. M., bringing rain with gusts of wind, and thunder in the 
distance. 

And here my Dear Doctor, ends my second month's record. 
In glancing over it I find that I have omitted some incidents 
which I had intended to embody in it, but trusting them to 
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memory for a day, memory failed of its duty. It was in mind 
to note the day of the safe arrival of the City of Brussels at 
Liverpool, after a tedious voyage under sail across the Alantic, 
also the date of the death of Dr. Tayler Lewis, a distinguished 
Professor in Union College, at the age of 75 years, and I think 
there were some other items which I do not recall I have not 
before alluded to the fact that Oenoral Grant is being received 
by the nobility of England with more cordial and distinguished 
attention than has ever been accorded by them to any Ameri- 
can citizen. Dignitaries are vicing with each other for his 
presence at dinner, and tomorrow Oxford University is to con- 
fer upon him the distinguished honor of Doctor of Civil Law, 
and the day following he is to be accorded the freedom of the 
city of London, a prerogative which is held in high esteem by 
Englishmen, and an honor rarely bestowed. 

I have occasionally given items of the Eastern war which 
has been slowly progressing. The principal scene of conflict 
thus far, has been in Asia Minor, where with varying success, 
the odds has been with the Bussians, who are slowly investing 
Kars and Erzeroum. The beautiful blue Danube still rolls 
between the opposing armies in Europe, and it is beginning to 
be often questioned when the advance on Bichmond will b^n. 
The Czar has assumed command of the Bussian army in person, 
with headquarters at Bucharest, chiefly it is asserted because 
the Grand Duke Nicholas and his chief of Staff, Gen. Nepokoits- 
chitzky frequently disagrea Count Schouvaloff was made 
bearer of dispatches to the British Government, to the effect 
that it is not the intention of the Bussians to fill up the Suez 
Canal, or otherwise interfere with it, which had a very soothing 
effect upon the British publia Such is the present status of 
affairs. 

T ought somewhere to mention, and can perhaps nowhere better 
than here, the fact that local improvements in the way of 
building, or repairing in our city are quite limited this season. 
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Messrs. Sohoonmaker and Perry have replaced a wooden 
structure on North street, with two comfortable brick stores ; 
Mr. Jesse D. Smith is heroically putting an elaborate new front 
to his dry goods establishment on Genesee street, and the little 
wooden building on Genesee street for many years occupied 
by Dr. Bobinson for an office, has given way to a more preten- 
tions brick structure. Very few dwellings are attempted. 

The general depression in business interests which has 
characterized the last three or four years, shows little sign of 
improvement Largely depreciated values and reduced wages 
induce a stagnation in business from which the recovery is 
slow. As indicating that all classes of community are disposed 
to accept the situation and accommodate themselves to circum- 
stances, I notice that the little red-haired Irishman who has 
formerly been in the habit of accosting me in the street, with 
the request for " tin cints to git me a bit of tobaccy wid,'* 
latterly shrewdly limits his petition to a '' cint till I buys me 
a pipe wid." But I must dose. B^ging your indulgence for 
the unwarrantable length of my record, I remain, 

Very truly yours, 

R R SNOW, 
Hxsioriographer. 
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AuBURK, N. Y. June 13, 1877. 
My Dear Dr, SMiemann: 

I approach the closiog month of my stewardship in collating 
the current events of local history, with a pleasure which is not 
unmingled with regret ; pleased to be relieved from the responsi- 
bility for giving prominence to facts and incidents of insignifi- 
cant importance, or for omitting mention of more weighty 
matters which perhaps should bave claimed my attention. I 
find, upon reviewing my record thus far, that it has been to a 
great extent a part of myself, which I think is true in a greater 
or less degree of the writings of all who write anything. I see 
that I might have morticed into the record a great many pieces 
of gnarled and knotted philosophy, but I have constru^ my 
mission as one rather of relaxation than of deep thought, hence 
the omission. The continuance of my task awaits me however, 
and I defer apologies to a more suitable occasion. 

The morning opens bright and fresh, with the wind in the 
southwest The Historical Society held its regular monthly 
session last evening, and listened to an interesting introductory 
paper by Dr. Lansingh Briggs, on " Medicine ais a Science." 
The County Medical Society held its regular session at the 
Court House. Thermometer 78*, with a fresh wind from the 
south, during the day. The cornerstone of the Soldiers' Home 
at Bath, was laid today, the address being delivered by the 
Bev. Henry Ward Beecher. Auburn has contributed nearly 
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$900 to this iostitutioD, tbrongh the efforts of Seward Post, 
G. A. R The first strawberry festival of the season was twins 
this year, one being held at the Baptist Church and the other at 
the Methodist Church on Exchange street, in the evening, both 
of which were successes. 

Thursday, June 14th.— Warm, with wind from the west 
A fine shower early in the morning. The June Fair of the 
Cayuga County Agricultural Society commenced today, with a 
fine display of horses, cattle, and the usual attractions of an 
Agricultural Fair, except the horse trot, which gives place to a 
rifle match, on the plan of the National Guard matches. The 
200 yard match, limited to re<^idents of Cayuga County, was 
shot today, the first prize, a $26 suit of clothes, being secured 
by Fred A Wright Thermometer 78*, with apparently heavy 
showers and wind in the south. Severe storms of rain and hail 
with high winds reported in the vicinity of Poughkeepsie 
Two bridges were blown down near Northampton, Mass., result- 
ing in the loss of two lives. The river boat, Dean Bichmond, 
broke some part of her machinery, near Sing Sing, killing one 
passenger and badly frightening the others. 

Friday, June 15th. — A sultry morning with rising wind 
from the southwest, and rain areas hinted at by the official 
"Indicationa" Thermometer 86". I note the prevalence of 
blight, destroying the fruit-bearing twigs of the late ripening 
varieties of pears, also of apple trees. I think I have heard 
this plague charged to insects. In local base ball, the Indian- 
apolis club scored 8 to the Auburn club 2. The Fair continued 
today. In the rifie match the Oswego Regiment team secured 
the first prize, which was a Burdick Reaper, valued at $160. 
A boy named Herbert Bard, was sunstruck while witnessing 
the match, his hair having been too closely mowed for the time 
of the year. He subsequently died. James W. Beekman, of 
New York, died today, aged 62 yeara He was a prominent 
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member of the New York Historical Society, and an honorary 
member of this society. 

Saturday, June 16th. — ^^A dull, rainy morning succeeds a 
rainy night, with wind from the southwest The annual exam- 
ination of applicants for the Cornell University Scholarships is 
held today, two applicants only appearing, to neither of whom 
was a certificate awarded. The rain ceased about noon, with 
strong wind from the west Thermometer 80*. Senator CJonk- 
ling sailed for Europe today. The Rev. John S. C. Abbott, 
author of the Bollo Books, and of some repute as a historian 
for juveniles, died today, aged 72 years. 

Sunday, June 17th. — Clear, fresh air, with wind from the 
northwest Thermometer 78*. A Temperance Camp Meeting 
is held at Freeville on the S. C. R R, to which a special train 
was run today. The Owasco Lake is undergoing its annual 
process of purification, and is offensive both to the taste and 
smell. 

Monday, June 18th. — The morning opens cool and pleasant 
with a fresh wind from the northwest Thermometer 80*. My 
sparrow died today. I shall be pardoned for introducing this 
scrap of personal history into my record, inasmuch as in my 
last month^s paper, I took occasion to make some aspernions 
upon the English Sparrow. A few mornings since, I found the 
young of a nest of sparrows on the ground, blown from the 
nest by the wind of the previous night Two were killed by 
the fall, but the third parachuted himself in some way, in safety 
to the ground. I could but pity his helpless condition, and the 
common instincts of humanity led me to place him in a basket 
of cotton, and, as far as practicable, stand in loco parentis. It 
was astonishing what an appetite this fledgling had. The least 
jar at any moment, would cause his mouth to fly open, like an 
old fashioned shingle fly-trap. He would eat at any tima His 
motto appeared to be quantity first, quality afterwards. Quan- 
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tity, with him, was as essential as to the most pronounced 
Greek vowel. I think he woald have eaten a rubber shoe, bat 
woald have preferred a rubber boot Whether from my lack 
of knowledge as to his proper diet, or lack of discretion as to 
meal time, or other cause, the bird in time began to show signs 
of approaching dissolution, his swallowing capacity grew less 
vigorous, and this morning I found him dead. I was sorry that 
he died. I would have given him his board during his minority, 
free of charge, had he lived, and a respectable outfit to begin 
the world with. Having said thus much, and noticing that a 
happy pair of sparrows are in peaceable possession of the hollow 
limb of the apple tree, unmolested by me, I trust to have made 
my peace with the sparrow tribe, and drop them from my 
record. The Common Council met in the evening, appointed 
a committee of conference on the Aurelius Avenue Bridge 
question, and ordered the carriage of Hose 1 to be painted. 

Tuesday, June 19th. — Wind fresh from the northwest, warm 
and sultry. The prevailing winds and sultry weather indicate 
atmo^'pheric disturbances, and storms are reported in various 
localitiea Thermometer, 82*. Gov. Robinson arrives in the 
evening to attend the Shield*s anniversary tomorrow. He is 
received with salvos of artillery and "music by the band," 
escorting him to the home of Hon. Charles N. Ross, whose 
guest he is during his stay in the city. Gen. Shields, who came 
by the same train was unintentionally overlooked and quietly 
escorted himself to the Osborne Housa He was unsuccessful 
in hiding his light under a bushel however, and was soon found 
out and tromboned into the company of the other celebrities. 
The Board of Education held a special meeting in the evening, 
and awarded the contract for building the new school hou^^e in 
District No 1, to James C. Stout, for $4,400, which was subse- 
quently increased to $4,600, owing to an error in Mr. Stout's 
figures. 
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Wednesday, June 20th. — A mild, clear morning, with the 
wind from the southeast I find that I omitted to mention, in 
my record for Friday last, that, early in the morning of that 
day, a frail woman named Cora French, shot and killed a saloon- 
keeper named John H. Barrett, at a house of ill fame on Gay- 
lord street, and then shot herself, probably fatally, although 
she is still living. 

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the Shield's Guards is being 
celebrated today. Gen. James Shields, in whose honor the 
company is named, is present as orator. Gen. Wade Hampton, 
acting governor of South Carolina, arrived in the morning, to 
take part in the exercises. A procession of military and fire- 
men paraded the streets to Burt's Grove, where speeches were 
made by Governors Bobinson and Hampton, and Gen. Shields. 
In the evening, a reception was given by Mr. Boss, and a ball 
was given at the Armory, by the Guarda The celebration got 
to be, unintentionally doubtless, somewhat top-heavy, and 
proved to be rather an ovation to Hampton and Bobinson, than 
a celebration of the Shield's anniversary. 

Thermometer, 72*. The day has been one of marvelous 
beauty. The air is laden with the perfume of roses, and the 
strawberry crimsons the delicate short-cake in even the most 
frugal household. This delicious fruit is unusually fine and 
plentiful this season. Next to eating strawberries, I enjoy see- 
ing the birds eat them. I was much interested this morning in 
watching a patriarchal robin, whose neck from age or other 
cause was graced with a ring of white feathers, who was intro- 
ducing his son to the delicacies of my Golden Queen berries. 
The old bird plucked the half of a large berry and deposited 
it somewhat vigorously in the capacious maw of the waiting, 
bob-tailed youth, who, after two or three sturdy efforts, suc- 
ceeded in hiding it, smacking his chops after the manner of 
birds with evident satisfaction. The old bird looked over at 
me somewhat inquiringly, and then cocking his head, looked 
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dowot wisely and patroniziDgly upon his sod, as if saying, 
" These are fine berries, my son — ^fair size, but they lack the 
delicate flavor of the wild field berries which I used to get, 
when I was of your age." Statements like this, and incidents 
of their ancestors' youthful exploits, serve to impress youth 
with the importance and wide experience of their fathers, and 
I doubt not that this youth will brag over other boy robins of 
his acquaintance, of what his father did when he was a boy, 
how he used to get strawberries as big as apples and as sweet 
as everything. 

The commencement exercises of the Young Ladies^ Institute 
were held in the evening, at the First Presbyterian Church, at 
which six young ladies were graduated. 

Thursday, June 21st — A slight rain, early in the morning. 
Warm, with a brisk wind from the southwest Thermometer, 
78'. ^At 1 P. M., the wind shifted to the northwest, bringing 
rain which continued until evening. A destructive fire occurred 
at St Johns, New Brunswick, destroying a large part of the 
business portion of the city, occasioning the loss of some fifteen 
millions of property and of some thirty or more livea 

Friday, June 22nd. — Cooler, after the rain during the night, 
with a fresh northwest wind. Thermometer, 62*. The second 
installment of the currant worms begins to show its ravages 
upon currant and gooseberry leaves. Eleven men were hanged 
in Pennsylvania today, convicted Mollie McGuires, of the min- 
ing region. The Orphan Asylum strawberry festival was held 
in the evening, the notable feature of which was the presence 
of Gen. Shields. The day closed cool with the thermometer 
at bVj at 10 P. M. 

Saturday, June 28rd. Cool and pleasant, with wind from 
the southwest Thermometer, 68*. Mr. Perrigo informs me 
that there were frosts in some portions of the county, last even- 
ing, which I think questionable. The Supreme Court at Gen- 
eral Term decides the contested election case, as to police 
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justice, in favor of Mr. Teller. Gen. Shields lectured to a small 
audience, at the Academy of Music, in the evening ; subject, 
"Reminiscences of the Mexican War." The Mexican War is 
too old to create much enthusiasm. Messrs. Frost and McKelvy 
commenced a ten days* Temperance Revival, at the Opera 
House, in the evening. 

Sunday, June 24th. — A bright, pleasant morning, with wind 
from the west. Thermometer, 78*. Robert Dale Owen, of 
some notoriety as a controversialist, and latterly as the dupe 
of a well executed trick in spiritual manifestations, died today, 
aged 76. 

Monday, June 26th. — A bright morning, after a slight rain, 
with wind in the southwest, working around to the northwest 
in the afternoon. Thermometer, 82*. The annual examina- 
tions of the public schools commence today and continue 
through the week. The city of Marblehead, Masa, is almost 
wholly destroyed by flra A wide-spread tornado passes over 
Dlinois, Indiana and Ohio, proving very destructive to crops, 
trees and buildings in its course. A mad dog is reported to 
have been killed in William street, today. News comes of the 
crossing of the Danube by the Russians on Friday, at Brai'la, 
with little opposition from the Turka The place of crossing 
was below the chief Turkish defences and near the commence- 
ment of the Delta. The Common Council meet in the evening 
and provide for the enforcement of the ordinance requiring 
dogs to be muzzled by their owners, or shot by the police. 

Tuesday, June 26th.— Wind south and cloudy. Thermom- 
eter, 7S*. The supervisors hold their annual picnic at Ensenore, 
More Russians are reported as crossing the Danube at Qalatz, 
near the former crossing place. News, is received of the death 
of D. P. Wallis, by drowning in the Allegany river, near Clinton, 
Pa., the body having been in the water some days when 
discovered 
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Wednesday, June 27th. — Wind north, clear and pleasant 
Thermometer, 76*. President Hayes, who with a portion of 
bis cabinet is visiting Boston, attends the commencement exer- 
cises of Harvard University, and is made LL D. A similar 
honor is conferred by Union College, upon Governor Robinson. 

The first series of the potato bug of this year's growth is 
arriving at full size, and is apparently about assuming the dig- 
nity of winga I have watched the development of this insect 
(if I am right in calling it an insect) with a great d^ree of 
interest ; latterly with especial reference to the theory of evolu- 
tion. My observations lead me to caution those who would 
assert that he has no intelligence upon which to build. He has 
some instinct, if you please, of aasthetics, as is evidenced by 
his wearing a striped coat He is cunning, for when disturbed, 
if a bug of mature life, he falls to the ground, draws in his 
legs and plays possum, but in infancy and youth clings to the 
parent stem with great tenacity. He is adapted to the law, for 
when poked off into a basin of kerosene, he pulls for the shore 
and attempts to crawl up the side of the basin, showing a 
knowledge of the great natural law of self-preservation. He is 
adapted to politics, as the young changes its coat three or four 
times before reaching maturity. Finally, he is versed in the 
principle of natural selection, as is shown by his choosing for 
his diet the potato, the food of the lords of creation, in prefer- 
ence to pigweed and " pussley" which would just as well answer 
the purpose of a bug who ate merely for the sake of eating. 
This is as far as I have got in my investigation& 

Thursday, June 28th. — A mild northeast wind and a clear 
sky. Thermometer, 78*. Police Justice Teller enters upon 
the duties of his office today. 

Friday, June 29th. — A southerly wind with scattered clouds 
and warmer. Thermometer, 77*. I notice the first invoice of 
imported green cabbages in market today. 
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Tfae commeDcement exeroises of the High School are held at 
the Sbimer Opera Hoase ia the evening, a class of seven mem- 
bers graduating. A alight rain fell in the early evening. The 
Public Schools close for vacation. 

Saturday, June 30th. — A southeast wind and slightly over- 
cast Thermometer 80*. The average temperature for the mt>nth 
of June, at 1 p M.,ha8 been 74 7\ The extremes have been 86** on 
the 1st, 2nd and 15th, and 58^ on the 10th, although the lov^est 
temperature was reached on the evening of the 22nd. 

Sunday, July 1st. — Sunday morning naps were disturbed by 
a shower from the northwest with continuous but light thunder. 
The heavier part of the storm, which was apparently accom- 
panied with hail, passed to the north. Thermometer 84». A 
strong westerly wind prevailed in the afternoon which tried 
the endurance of the full foliaged trees. The first fire-flies or 
^' Lightning bugs " of the season flashed through the air in the 
evening. 

Monday, July 2nd. — Cool and cloudy, with fresh northwest 
wind. Thermometer 74^ The storm of yesterday was charac- 
terized by an unusual fall of water in the locality of Utica, 
causing the canal and the Mohawk river to overflow. Severe 
storms are also reported from the west and south. 

Amos T. Carpenter, for many years an esteemed resident of 
the city, died today aged 89. 

Ripe currants, black, and red raspberries and cherries succeed 
strawberries in market today. 

The Common Council meet in the evening and discuss the 
Aurelius Avenue bridge. 

Tuesday, July 8rd. — A southerly wind and somewhat 
cloudy. Beports of serious reverses to the Russian army in 
Armenia are received. New potatoes boldly enter the market 
today at $2.00 per bushel, but the continued influx during the 
day, reduced the price to $.80 per bushel in the evening. So 
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far as I have tested them I think a little more age would add to 
their excellenee and I mistrust that cultivators are digging 
them to secure a respite from the battle with potato bugs. 

{Mem, I notice that it impairs the usefulness of the potato 
bug, to soak him in kerosene oil) Thermometer 78*. 

The Board of Education held its regular monthly session in 
the evening, and the usual Srd of July bonfires and small fire- 
works were indulged in by Young America. 

Wednesday, July 4th. — The anniversary of our National 
Independence is ushered in with a hundred guns, more or less, 
and the ringing of bella A clear sky and a cool northerly 
wind contribute to the prospect of a pleasant day. Thermom- 
eter 79*. An Indian game was advertised for Seward Avenue 
Park in the forenoon, but from failure to procure transportation 
or other cause, the poor Indian disappointed the expectations of 
the white face. An immense throng of strangers, estimated 
variously at from 10,000 to 20,000 visited the city to witness 
the ** sham battle " at the Fair Grounds, a reproduction on a 
small and harmless scale of the Battle of Oettysburg, under the 
auspices of the Grand Army. The affair was a success so far 
as the number of spectators could make it, but the limited 
number of combatants of the opposing forces, afforded little 
opportunity for the display of gallantry or for blowing any raw 
recruit's eyes full of powder. The usual amount of vociferous 
crimination and recrimination was indulged in as to the failure 
of the army to turn out, and the battle will be fought over 
again and again, with wordy weapons, for many days to come. 
Altogether the day has been a memorable one for Auburn. 

Thursday, July 5th. — Wind southwest, and slightly over- 
cast A lull from the excitement, tumult and noise of yester- 
day, with no incident of importance, characterizes the day. 
Miss Bullard produces the Cantata of the Flower Queen at the 
Academy of Music in the evening for the benefiit of the Sey- 
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mour Library, the singers being from her classes in the public 
schools. The Board of Education holds an adjourned meeting 
and appoints the public school teachers for the ensuing year. 
Thermometer 76^ 

Friday, July 6th. — Cloudy in the morning but clearing dur- 
ing the day with a fresh wind from the north. Thermometer 
78'*. Miss Bullard repeats her concert in the evening. 

Saturday, July 7th. — A bright, clear day, the weathercocks 
indicating a slight northerly current of air, but the undercurrent 
is from the south. Thermometer 80^. History seems to be 
taking a vacation, the most important local events being occa- 
sional falls from cherry trees, resulting in a sprained wrist or 
broken arm, and a basket of scattered cherriea 

Sunday, July 8tL — A warm morning, relieved by a fresh 
breeze from the south and southwest, with scattered clouds. 
Thermometer 88*. Today was the nominated day for the world 
to come to an end. The world continued to rotate however, as 
on ordinary days, and with the exception of a slight shower in 
the evening, was not widely different from former peaceful 
Sabbatha 

Monday, July 9th. — Warm and somewhat sultry ¥rith mild 
rain from the south and west, accompanied with thunder. 
Mr. Perrigo says the weather promises badly for haying, which 
is now in its midst, and will be apt to rust wheat Fierce tor* 
nadoes pass over the eastern part of this state and Massachusetts, 
and through Wisconsin and Iowa, destroying buildings and crops, 
and occasioning some loss of life in the latter locality. Torna- 
does have been unusually frequent and destructive in the west 
this season, the property destroyed amounting to several mil- 
lions of dollars. Thermometer 72*. In local base ball, the 
" Crickets," of Binghamton come to Auburn, and to grief, by a 
score of 18 to 6 in favor of the Auburn club. 

I notice that the Linden or Basswood tree is in full bud, but 
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not yet in bloom. I know of no later flowering tree in this 
locality. Today being washing day, the showers have some- 
what tried the patience of Bridget, who was late in ** getting 
her clothes out" 

Tuesday, July 10th. — The morning opens with smart show- 
ers from the west and northwest The weather is what Mr. 
Perrigo would call ** ketchy." As the day advanced the sky 
cleared, a fresh wind from the west sprang up, and the threat- 
ening aspect of the morning was not fulfilled. The Sunday 
School of the First Presbyterian Church initiated the Sunday 
School picnic season, by a trip to Fair Haven. Other enjoya- 
ble occasions of a similar nature are advertised by the various 
Sunday Schools, in hot succession, and large temporary acces- 
sions to the Sunday School ranks may be reasonably anticipated. 
Huckleberries are in market for the first today, and the purple- 
lipped boy need no longer necessarily be charged with having 
been in a swimming. Thermometer 74^ 

The usual Tuesday calf cavalcade made its pilgrimage through 
our streets today, on its way to the depot Some of the speci- 
mens were finer than any I have before noticed this season. 

And now my dear doctor my task is ended. It has extended 
over a period of slow, but wonderful transformation, from the 
gray barrenness of early spring to the rich bloom and verdure 
of a perfect summer, gladdened with the promise of an unusu- 
ally abundant harvest A season of more perfect development 
is rarely accorded u& What wonder then that I should have 
drawn largely from nature in making up my daily record ? 

It is my purpose at an early day tq retire to a rural retreat 
in the neighborhood of my friend, Mr. Perrigo, where I shall, 
for a few weeks, sit at the feet of the goddess Ceres, rather 
than court the muse of History. I trust that some worthy 
successor among my historian brethren, will take up the tale 
where I leave it, and continue it in my absence. Duties have 
pressed heavily upon me during the past month, and in writing 
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up my notes, I find them at times to have become musty and 
mildewed from lapse of time, which must excuse the lack of 
freshness characterizing my record. 

I may add a few general notes of the month which may be 
of interest TheBussian war has dragged its slow length along. 
The Turts have overcome the Montenegrins; the Russians 
have crossed to the south shore of the Danube, suffering heavy 
losses, but inflicting no less upon the Turks. In Asia Minor 
the Turks achieved a marked success over the left wing of the 
Russian Army, threatening to raise the siege of Kars, and put 
an end to the advance on Erzeroum. The latest advices report 
the reestablish ment of the Russian lines and the renewal of the 
siege. 

An Indian outbreak in Oregon creates some prospect of 
another Indian campaign. Sitting Bull is reported as raiding 
upon the territories, from his retreat in the British possessions. 
The question arises as to the propriety of chasing him across 
the line, as has lately been done on the Mexican border by the 
United States troops, in pursuing the bandits across the Rio 
Grande. 

Qeneral Grant has, within a few days, retreated from the 
hospitalities of England to the quiet of Belgium, en route for 
Norway and Sweden, and a general tour of the .continent 

President Hayes has issued an order, depriving federal office 
holders of the luxury of taking leading parts in political cam- 
paigns, and for the future, stars in that line, will have to content 
themselves with taking the parts of stock actors and '^ supes.'* 

And now with my pax tecum, I take my leave. 

Very truly yours, 

B. B. SNOW, 

Historiographer, 



B. B. Snow, Esq., 



Auburn, N. Y., July 7, 1877. 



Dear Sir: — The undersigned, your associates in the Cayuga 
County Historical Society, appreciating the value of the 
" Monthly Record of Current Events " which you have prepared 
and read before our association at their last three meetings, join 
in the earnest request that you will continue these very inter- 
esting papers, not only for our present gratification, but to aid 
the society in carrying out one of the main objects of its organ- 
ization — the preservation of local history in an acceptable form 
for future reference. 



J. H. OSBORNB, 

L. E. Cabpsntbb, 
Wm. G. Wisb, 
J. T. M. Davie, 
Samuel W. Dufpield, 

C. D. MaoDougall, 
Byron C. Smith, 

D. M. Osborne, 
Q. W. Allen, 
W. D. Baldwin, 
Wm. a. Baker, 

A. O. Beardslet, Jr., 
J. W. Dunning, 
Jas. Seymour, Jr., 

E. D. Woodruff, 
Nelson B. Eldred, 
H. J. Knapp, 

Geo. R Peck, 
b. fosgate, 
E. R Fay, 

Samuel 



J. D. Button, 
W. H. Seward, 
D. M. Dunning, 
J. Lewis Grant, 
Charles M. Baker, 
Charles Hawley, 

& WiLLARD, 

Theo. Dimon, 
Wm. B. Woodin, 
Dennis R Alward, 
Chas Standart, 
T. J. Kennedy, 
F. P. Taber, 
Lansingh Briggs, 
D. E. Clapp, 

W. HOLLISTER, 

H. L Storke, 
John S. Clark, 
W. H. Carpenter, 
E,S. Newton, 
Lyon. 
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AUBXTBN, N. Y., July 11, 1877. 
My Dear Doetcr Schliemann : 

The day opens clear, with a fresh wind from the northwest 
The Historical Society held its regular monthly session last 
evening, and listened to an entertaining paper from J. Lewis 
Grant, Esq., describing a sportsman's tour in the wilds of 
Canada. The society with the laudable determination of per- 
petuating something of local history that might by possibility 
come to your notice, voted to continue the duties of local 
historian, and with a delicate and commendable consideration 
for yourself, in view of the fact that you may have devoted 
much time and research to the labor of deciphering the record 
thus far presented, and to the end that you might not be com- 
pelled to acquaint yourself with an entirely unfamiliar style of 
hieroglyphics, voted to continue your present correspondent 
temporarily in his position. This will excuse to you, what 
might otherwise seem presumption on my part, in intruding 
my observations on your notice. The thermometer indicates 
a temperature of 72** at 1 p. m. The Sunday School of St 
Peter's Church hold their annual picnic at Ensenore. 

Thursday, July 12th. — A clear warm morning with wind 
from the west The Wall street M. E. Church Sunday School 
go picnicing to Ensenore. The Water Works Company 
commences laying iron mains through State street The water 
in the Owasco Lake Outlet at the upper dam, is reported at 9 
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iDcbes above the crest of the dam, which is 18 inches lower 
than on the corresponding day last year. The Orangemen 
celebrate the anniversary of the battle of Boyne today in varioos 
localities throughout the United States and Canada, and collisions 
with the Catholics are reported at Montreal, resulting in the loes 
of three or four lives. Thermometer 80*. The Psi Upsilon 
Fraternity hold a social re- union at the St James Hotel in the 
evening. A fine shower in the evening with moderate thunder. 

Friday, July 18th. — A charming cool morning with wind 
northwest The first circus of the season, with menagerie 
accompaniment, parades the streets in the morning. Among 
the distinguished arrivals reported in the old world, I note that 
of the Potato Bug in Germany. He is reported as arriving 
packed in saw-dust and was received with kerosene and an 
illumination which he declined and set out at once for the 
potato fielda Evidently his mission is one of business rather 
than pleasure. Thermometer 70*. 

Saturday, July 14th. — A bright warm morning with a 
slight current of air from the south. In accordance with the 
intention which I announced in my last communication, I today 
enter upon the seclusion of rural lifa I have arranged 
with an esteemed friend of careful habits, to keep a record of 
the temperature for me during my absence, that I may have 
daily, at least one reliable item of interest in my record. To 
the casual observer, it may seem a simple matter to keep a 
record of the temperature. Experience, however, has satisfied 
me to the contrary. It is like getting up early in the morning, 
easy enough when you have once formed the habit, but yoa 
are apt to forget it until the habit is well fixed. During the 
past month I had occasion to be absent a day, and impressed 
upon the household, the importance of securing the record for 
ma Upon my return in the evening, the matron of the house- 
hold reported, ^^ well I declare, I forgot all about it, but it was 
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about the same as yesterday." Another member of the house- 
hold, whose altitude had been somewhat neglected, from a tip- 
toe observation, reported the mercury well up to " blood heat," 
while the housemaid, who was projected on the beanpole style 
of architecture, looking down from her height, marked the 
range well down towards the " freezing point.*' I was therefore 
compelled to adopt a mercurial instead of a golden mean, and 
make the record " about the same as yesterday.** 

If I were to undertake a daily record of events as has here* 
tofore been my practice, its perusal would be like reading the 
alternate pages of a book, as the daily papers upon which I am 
wholly dependent, come to me with an almost impudent irreg- 
ularity. I have thought best therefore to group the different 
subjects rather than attempt to detail them in strictly chronologi* 
cal order. I begin therefore with the weather, which has been 
exceptionally fine during the whole summer. Throughout the 
harvest season scarcely a drop of rain fell to interfere with the 
securing of the crops. I have noted rain as followa Tuesday, 
July 17, rainy ; and a severe storm with wind from the south- 
west on the night of the 18th. Rain in the afternoon of the 
27th, and a slight rain in the afternoon of the 28th. A 
lazy rain Aug. 8th, and a fine shower on the 10th, both 
in the afternoon. A severe thunder gust with heavy rain 
on Sunday the 12th. A heavy shower in the late afternoon of 
the 15th, and still another the 16th. Aug. 24th was showery 
with a strong south wind, a heavy shower falling about 6 P. M. 
A fine shower the night of the 28th. No distinctively rainy 
days have occurred during the summer. The wind has been 
light and variable, the prevailing winds being from the west 
and northwest. Exceptional to this, the last day of July and 
the 1st and 2nd days of August, a strong south wind prevailed, 
followed by three days of strong northerly wind. Prior to the 
rains of the 10th and 12th of August, the earth became parched 
and gardens suffered materially from lack of raia Pasturage 
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also suffered to the extent of increasing the pribe of butter from 
16 to 25 cents per llx The temperature though warm, has been 
free from those extremes of beat which sometimes characterize 
our summera The average temperature for July was 79.9*, the 
highest being 89'' on Sunday the 29th, and the lowest 70* on 
Friday the 18th. For August the average was 79.2*, the 
extremes being 90* on Monday the 8th, and 68* on Friday 
the 81st 

The record of crimes is somewhat startling. On Friday July 
18, Edmond Hoppins killed Philip Proudfoot, of Sterling, by 
striking him with a ball club. The provocation for the deed 
was the fact that Proudfoot was charged with having seduced 
Hoppins' sister under promise of marriage. Both were young 
men. Hoppins was committed to jail to answer the charge of 
murder. On Thursday, August 9th, William Brown and 
James Booney of the town of Scipio, got into an altercation in 
the harvest field, the dispute arising as to which should rake a 
certain swath of oats. Brown struck Booney on the head with 
his rake, as he claims in self defence, killing him. BrowD 
attempted suicide, but was unsuccessful, not cutting his throat 
in the right place. He was committed to jail but was subse* 
quently bailed. On the same day, Charles Moon residing in 
the town of Ira, was shot and killed by a man disguised as a 
tramp Moon's father-in-law Lester Brotherton, an ex-convict, 
was arrested and committed for the offence, although he denies 
any knowledge of it and claims to be able to establish an alibi 
The alleged provocation is the fact that Moon testified against 
Brotherton when the latter was committed to prison. 

The event of most general interest has been the " Railroad 
War," which originated in a strike of the employes of the Balti- 
more and Ohio railroad, on account of a reduction in wages. 
The trouble spread rapidly to the Pennsylvania Central railroad 
and other lines, until most of the roads of the northern and west- 
ern states were involved. A general suspension of traffic and 
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travel for a few days resulted. In Baltimore, Pittsburgh, Hor- 
nellsville, Buffalo and in some of the western cities, mobs were 
collected, trains were forcibly stopped, much property was de- 
stroyed and many lives sacrificed. The militia of Pennsylvania 
and New York were ordered out and government troops, as far as 
available, were brought into requisition. The most disastrous 
occurrence was at Pittsburgh, July 21, when a collision took 
place between the militia and the mob, several lives being sacri- 
ficed on both sides. The mob getting the better of the conflict, 
burned a large number of railroad buildings, engines and cars. 
The destruction oE property amounted to some four or five 
millions of dollars. Tuesday, July 24th, the 49th regiment of 
this city was ordered to Buffalo to guard railroad property in 
that city. The regiment returned on Friday the 27th, without 
the loss of a man. They reported themselves as hospitably 
received in the enemy's country and were commended for their 
soldierly bearing and prompt discharge of duty. It must be 
admitted, however, that the militia did not in all instances meet 
the public expectation in quelling the riots, and the opinion 
was occasionally expressed that the regulars were more efficient 
for that purpose. Perhaps the prompt measures of Sheridan 
in Chicago, afforded some ground for this belief. The war 
lasted about ten days and gradually subsided, leaving a remnant 
existing among the coal miners of Pennsylvania. 

Although characterized by the press generally as a " Rail- 
road War," and confined as it was mainly to railroad lines, it 
had more or less sympathy from all classes of labor, and active 
participators from the manufacturing and non-laboring classes 
of community. William H. Vanderbilt distributed $100,000 
among the loyal employes of the New York Central railroad, 
after the strike was ended, and dismissed all employes who 
were engaged in obstructing the road. 

In the obituary column, I have noted the following : July 
17, at Grand Rapids, Mich., Col. Lyman L. Wilkinson, for many 
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years a resident of this city, somewhat noted as a Democratic 
politician, given to speech making at ward gatherings, and on 
presentation occasions. Age 67. 

July 27. — Col. J. M. Healy, a prominent resident of the 
town of Sennett, at the age of 79. 

July 28. — George W. Peck, editor-in chief of the Daily 
Advertiser^ shot himself fatally in a fit of temporary insanity. 
He bad been indisposed for some time, and latterly seemed 
possessed with a mania for self-destruction. He was a gentle- 
man much respected in our community with a large circle of 
friends. The circumstances attending his death were peculiarly 
sfild, and shed a gloom over the entire community. His age 
was 57. 

July 31. — EJmund C. Skaddan, a prominent resident of the 
town of Brutus was accidentally drowned while bathing in the 
Seneca River. His age was 56. 

August 8. — Edward Wheeler of Fleming, died from the 
effect of a cancer. Age 68. 

August 7. — William H. Chase of Union Springs, died of 
apoplexy, aged 78. He was a prominent clergyman of the 
Society of Friends, a writer of considerable Ability, and an 
exemplary man in all his relations in life. He left a will exe- 
ted in due form, containing the singular bequest of his remains 
and all his worldly goods to his Creator. 

August 14. ThomasXushman, for many years a Jjistice of 
the Peace of the town of Scipio, died, aged 87. 

August 20. — Emery Osborn died, aged 67. He was much 
esteemed in community as a reliable business man, and 
enjoyed in a marked degree, the confidence of our public. For 
many years prior to, and up to the time of his death, he was 
engaged in the meat market business, succeeding his father 
therein. 
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Od the flame day died Henry Beers, aged 65, a well known 
resident, of the htrmbler walks of life. He was a German by 
birth,and in his younger days was characterized for his industry? 
and throughout life for his integrity. 

August 25. — William Moore died, aged 70 years. He was 
a writer of some ability, and formerly contributed liberally in 
bis line to the local papers, but latterly was understood to be 
the regular Auburn correspondent of the Syracupe Sunday 
Netos. 

August 29. — Brigham Young, the Mormon leader, died at 
Salt Lake City, aged 76. He was formerly a resident of this 
county. He left seventeen widows to mourn his loss, and 
forty-four orphans, a sufficient number to start a respectable 
orphan asylum. He was the father of fifty-six children, but 
the number of his wives was never made public^ Most of his 
family attended his funeral but are not reported as showing 
deep grief. As each widow will be entitled by law to a life 
estate of one-third of his property, it becomes an interesting 
question where there will be thirds enough found to go around. 

August 30. — Raphael Semmes, notorious as the commander 
of the Alabama during the latter* years of the rebellion, died at 
Mobile, aged 68. He was engaged at the time of his death, 
and for some years previous, in the practice of law at Mobile. 
Of general events I have made the following notes: 
The Bussian invasion of Turkish Territory has thus far 
resulted disastrously to the invaders. In Armenia no general 
battle has taken place, but the fighting has been mainly to the 
advantage of the Turks. The campaign in that locality seems 
almost ended for the year, and has been discreditable to the 
Russian army. In Bulgaria, the Russians after crossing the 
Danube and establishing their base of supplies, pushed rapidly 
forward across the Balkans with their cavalry, securing the 
important Schipka Pasa In a general attack on Plevna, July 



68 RECOKD OF CURRENT EVENTS FOR JULY. 

30th and Slst, they raet their Bull Run, and were completely 
and disastrously routed. This necessitated the falling back of 
their advanced forces, a careful watching of their lines, and 
emboldened the Turks to assume the offensive. Reinforce- 
ments are being rapidly forwarded on both sides, and a general 
engagement may occur any day. The Russians seem to lack 
in generalship, while the Turks surpass in that respect 

General Grant after a brief continental tour has returned to 
Scotland, where he was as cordially received as in England. 
He was made a Burgher of Edinburgh, and has been tendered 
the freedom of innumerable cities in Scotland. 

Senator Conkling returned from his European tour early in 
August, and was given a reception on his arrival in New York, 
and on the 14th of August by his friends in Utica. Gov. 
Tilden quietly departed for Europe in July and has quietly 
made his tour thus far without getting into the papers. 

The Indian War in Montana has been progressing vigorously 
with varying success On the 11th of July, Gen. Howard had 
an engagement with the Indians on the Cottonwood in which 
the Indians were not badly worsted. Gen. Howard's command 
suffered severely. On the 9th of August another severe engage- 
ment occurred at Big Hole, between Gen. Gibbons' com- 
mand and the Indians, in which the Indians got decidedly the 
best of it Sitting Bull is still reported in the British Dominion 
awaiting ambassadors from the United States Government to 
treat for peace. The campaign does not promise a speedy close 
and the indications are that more than the handful of troops 
which the Government is able to send will be needed to put an 
end to hostilities. 

Prominent among the centennial celebrations of the year was 
that of the battle of Oriskany, on the 7th day of August It was 
attended by a large concourse of people and was addressed by 
Ex-Governor Seymour, the orator of the day being the Hon. 
Ellis H. Roberts of Utica. On the 15th of August and the two 
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following days the centennial anniversary of the Battle of Ben- 
nington occurred All New England was there and the occa- 
sion is reported as one of much interest. The President and 
his cabinet also attended after which they made a tour of some 
of the prominent New England localities, indulging in speech- 
making, shaking hands, and the customary amusements of a 
Presidential party, swinging around the circle. 

Of seriatim events of local or general interest, I find the fol- 
lowing in my notes. 

Saturday, Julyl4th. — Courtney of Union Springs, the cham- 
pion oarsman, is prevented by sickness from rowing a match at 
Greenwood Lake, N. J., with his rival Riley. It is asserted and 
generally credited that Courtney was drugged. 

Monday, July 16th. — The assessors, having completed their 
rounds, advertise for a revision of the assessment roll by those 
feeling aggrieved. The Common Council meet in the evening 
and discuss the Aurelius Avenue Bridge and accept a gift of 
21 acres of land from Lyman Soule, Esq., for a cemetery. 

Tuesday, July 17th.— The Universalist Sunday School pic- 
nic is held at Ensenore. 

Wednesday, July 18th. The Exchange street Methodist 
Sunday School picnic at Ensenora The local baseball club 
starts on its tour for a series of games in several eastern citiea 
The State Senate meets in extra session at Saratoga to investi- 
gate the charges against Ellis, superintendent of the bank depart- 
ment, for laches in the discharge of his duties. 

Thursday, July 19th. The Campbellite Sunday School pic- 
nic at Ensenore. I notice the first locust of the season today. 

Friday, July 20th — The first sweet corn of the season is 
reported today, the fruit of Abel Hudson's labora 

Tuesday, July 24th. — The Central Church Sunday School 
picnic at Fair Haven. 
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Wednesday, July 25th. — The second annual clam bake at 
Burdick*8 Point on Owasco Lake, is participated in by some 
two hundred people from the city. 

Thursday, July 26. — I first notice the chirrup of the cricket 
in the evening, and the first peaches appear in market. The 
Cayuga Lake railroad is sold today on the first mortgage bonds, 
for $20,000. 

Tuesday, July Slst— The baseball club returns from its 
tour, having played nine games, winning five, losing three, with 
one drawn gama I confess to some n^lect in my notes of the 
National game. Our home club has played with varying 
success, but stands a chance of securing the state championship. 
They seem to find themselves entirely unequal to cope with 
the Stars of Syracuse, although they easily win against dubs 
who are frequently successful in contests with the Stars. The 
base-bail fever has raged fiercely this season, throughout the 
country. My chief interest in it has been in dodging balls in 
my daily rounda 

Wednesday, Aug. 1st — The Howgate Polar expedition 
sails from New London, Ct., today. A singular fact connected 
with it is, that a gentleman of Cincinnati contributes $&00 
toward the expenses of the expedition, hoping to confirm his 
theory that an open passage exists through the center of the 
earth, from the north to the south pole. He expects the 
present expedition, if it succeeds in reaching the north pole, to 
siail through the tunnel and come out at the south end thereoL 

The chief of police reports 94 arrests by the police, for the 
month of July. Frank Walworth who murdered his &ther, 
and was sentenced to State Prison for life therefor, is today 
pardoned and set at liberty by Gov. Robinson. 

Thursday, Aug. 2nd. — The Ross Hose Co. picnic at Newark 
Valley today. 
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Monday, Aug. 6th, — The Common Council further discuss 
the Aurelius Ave. bridge. 

Tuesday, Aug. 7th. — The Board of Education meet in 
regular monthly session. 

Wednesday, Aug. 8th. — The St. Mary's Roman Catholic 
Church picnic at Ensenore. 

Monday, Aug. 18th.— The London circus exhibits to a large 
crowd of spectators. 

Tuesday, Aug. 14th. — The Auburndale camp-meeting com- 
mences today. Flour is reported as declining from $9 to $8 
per barrel. 

Prof. Hall of the U". S. Naval Observatory, at Washington, 
discovers a satellite of the planet Mars. 

Thursday, Aug. 16th.—" Hose 6" picnic at Taghanic and 
the St. George's society at Fair Haven. 

Friday, Aug. 17th. — Bank Superintendent Ellis is found 
guilty of the charges preferred against him, and is removed. 
The governor nominates Hon. Allen C. Beach for his successor, 
but the nomination is rejected by the Senate, by a vote of 16 
to 16. 

Prof. Hall discovers a second satellite of the planet Mars. 
These moons are quite diminutive in size and are distant from 
Mars 4,000 and 6,000 miles respectively. Mars is nearer the 
earth this summer than at any time for the past thirty years, 
and has been exceedingly brilliant. The discovery of these 
moons is not expected to affect the business interests of the 
country materially, although we thus acquire considerable 
territory by discovery. To the scientific world, the event is 
important as tending to establish the nebular theory. A rumor 
prevails however of the discovery of a third moon revolving from 
west to east. If this should prove true, it will upset some 
cherished astronomical theories. 
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Saturday, Aug. 18. — The State Senate adjourns, having 
been in session just one month, in the trial of Ellis, and attend- 
ing the Saratoga horse races. 

Monday, Aug. 20th. — The Common Council order a stone 
bridge to be built over the Owasco outlet at Aurelius Avenue, 
at a cost of som'^thing over $8,000, awarding the contract to 
C. C. Petty, Esq., of this city. The assessors report the assessed 
valuation for the year to be, real estate, $7,199,950 ; Personal, 
$1,859,450; Total, $9,059,400. The total assessment for 1876 
was $8,667,825. There is a falling off of some $50,000, in 
personal property, and an increase in the real estate valuation 
of upwards of $450,000. 

Thursday, Aug. 23rd. — A total eclipse of the moon occurred 
today. As it commenced at 4 o'clock p. m., and the sky was 
cloudy in the evening, it was invisible here. 

Friday, Aug. 24th. — The Second Presbyterian Church Sun- 
day School picnic at Ensenore. 

Saturday, Aug. 25th. — The mayor vetoes the Aurelius 
Avenue stone bridge project. 

Tuesday, Aug. 28th.— Courtney, Riley and Plaisted row at 
Saratoga. Courtney winning the race easily. Plaisted who 
was favorite next to Courtney was distanced. 

Friday, Aug. Slst — Today I resume my labors, after my 
long recreation, and shall once more devote my attention to 
noting local events for this record. I observe many changes 
in the aspect of things, which have been wrought during my 
absence. The bright buoyant verdure of the spring and early 
summer has assumed a ripening grayish hue foreboding the 
sere and yellow leaf. The robins silently hover about in com- 
panies, eating the ripening grapes and sucking the sweet juices 
of the plums ; the bobo-link has donned his sober suit of gray, 
preparatory to playing his role of rice-bird in southern marshes ; 
the oriole has doffed his gay plumage and sings no more ; the 
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.swallows have disappeared, the dusty looking blue bird suns 
himself sleepily, giving forth at intervals a feeble chirp ; the 
sparrow begins to chatter noisily; the cricket sets up his 
monotonous serenade in the early afternoon ; the days shorten 
and the autumn time cometh. The grocers' stands groan under 
their loads of fruits and vegetables, peaches being remarkably 
abundant and of fine quality. The harvest has been bountiful, 
beyond anything for many a year. T hear of wheat yielding as 
high as 52^ bushels to the acre, which is nearly or quite double 
the average yield. I notice that the water at the upper dam 
of the Owasco outlet is reported as 18 inches below the crest of 
the dam, showing a fall of 27 inches since the 12th of July. 

Saturday, Sept 1st — Cooler with rain from the north. 
Thermometer 65" and cloudy. Alvin Adams, the founder of 
the American Express Company, died today at Watertown, 
Masa, aged 75 years. 

Sunday, Sept 2nd.— Wind northwest and cloudy. Ther- 
mometer 62"* Rev. M. J. Loughlin, D. D., pastor of St Mary^s 
Catholic church, resigns his charge today on account of impaired 
health resulting from the arduous duties of his long pastorate, 
and other causea He goes to Lima in this state. 

Monday, Sept Srd. — A cold, sour day, with thermometer at 
58** and occasional rain during the day. The public schools open 
with the unusually large attendance of 1,974 pupils. The new 
primary school building on Franklin street is completed and 
opens with 68 pupils in attendance. The Common Council 
meet in the evening and order the tax levy for the year of 
$88,700. This is nearly $20,000 less than the levy of last year. 
The chief of Police reports 108 arrests for the month of August 
The September term of the county court convenes with little 
business before it A disastrous fire occurs in New York, origi- 
nating in a Piano manufactory on Tenth avenue, by which sev- 
eral lives were lost 
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Louis Adolphe Thiers, ex-President of the French Bepublic, 
died in Paris today, aged 81 years. He was one of the fore- 
most statesmen of the age and his death is regarded as a severe 
blow to the Republican party of France. 

The Russians latterly seem to be retrieving their ill success 
in Bulgaria, having successfully resisted the attempts of the 
Turks to regain Schipka Pass in the Balkan mountains and 
today by a brillant attack they capture Lovatz, an important 
strategic point, looking to an advance on Plevna. 

Tuesday, Sept 4th. — Slightly cloudy but warmer, with wind 
in the south. Thermometer 72^ The Board of Education meets 
in regular monthly session in the evening. 

Wednesday, Sept. 5th. — A mild autumn day with southerly 
wind. Thermometer 75'. Crazy Horse, a noted Indian chief- 
tain, who surrendered to the United States forces in May last, 
died today. He was suspected of designing to join the hostile 
Indians, and was placed in arrest. Attempting to escape he 
was accidentally bayoneted and died of his wounds. 

Thursday, Sept 6th. — Cooler and cloudy, with a northerly 
wind. Thermometer 66*. An Auburn team of the 49th Begi- 
ment, Capt D. M. Dunning commanding, start for Creedmoor 
to secure several prizes in the rifle matches to take place next 
week. The laboring men hold a meeting at the Court House, 
to consider measures for bettering their condition. 

Friday, Sept 7. — A rainy night preceded a rainy morning, 
clearing towards noon. Thermometer 59*. The unusual 
occurrence latterly, of a convict escaping, disturbed the monot- 
ony of the prison today, and occasioned a vacancy in one of the 
positions of prison keeper. A son of Ex-Alderman White, 
died today of lockjaw, induced by the loss of a leg crushed by 
being run over by the Southern Central cars, on the 28 ult 

Saturday, Sept 8th. — Cloudy in the morning but clearing 
towards noon, with wind from the northeast Thermometer 
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68*. Prof. Edward Hall, D. D., for upwards of twenty years a 
professor in the Theological Seminary of this city, died today, 
aged 75. 

Sunday, Sept 9ih. — Clearing and pleasant. Thernaometer 
72**. Rev. W. Mulheron, late of Lima, assumes the pastoral 
charge of St Mary's Roman Catholic Church. It is reported 
that the Russians today, after three days' fighting, capture 
Plevna, routing the Turks as completely and disastrously as 
they were themselves routed, at the same place a month sinca 

Monday, Sept 10. — Somewhat cool, and overcast with a 
southeast wind. Thermometer 76'. The failure of Frank 
Leslie, widely known as a publisher of periodicals, is announced 
today. 

Tuesday, Sept 11th. — Somewhat cloudy, and threatening 
with brisk south wind. Thermometer 78'. The annual fair 
of the Cayuga County Agricultural Society opens today, which 
may be regarded as an indication of rain. There is no remedy 
for a drouth equal to a County Pair, excepting possibly a 
Masonic excursion. 

I confess, my dear Doctor, to a dislike of taking history at 
long range, as I have been compelled to do for the past two 
months. With the assurance that I will not again attempt it, I 
share in your regret at the meagre fruits of your toil in 
deciphering this record, trusting that the future may develop 
something more interesting and profitable. 

Very truly yours, 

B. B. SNOW, 
Historiographer, 



RECORD OF CURRENT EVENTS. 



Auburn, Wednesday Sept 12, 1877. 
My dear Doctor Schliemann : 

I resume my daily annals somewhat more cheerfully in the 
hope that the changing season and the near approach of our 
annual political agitation will afiEord sufficient items to make my 
record acceptable and of profit to you. 

The morning opens with a fresh south wind, and with light 
clouds. The Historical Society was favored last evening, by 
H. H. Bostwick, Esq., with an interesting sketch of the late 
William Bostwick, an early settler of this city. The working- 
men's meeting at the Court House was addressed by the Hon. 
Milo Goodrich, Col. T. J. Kennedy and Capt M. H. Hogan ; 
and adopted a series of resolutions. The movement seems to 
look to the formation of a workingmen's party to operate in the 
approaching political campaign. Later advices discredit the 
capture of Plevna by the Russians on Sunday, but state that 
they are going to capture it. These war notes forcibly recall 
the dispatches during the late Rebellion. Thermometer 78'. 

The second day of the County Fair indicates a quite limited 
success for it The entries are few and the attendance thin. 
The failure to include the agricultural horse-trot among the 
attractions, may have diminished the interest to some extent 
The colored people hold a picnic today at Burt's Grove. The 
colored band dispensed music during the parade to and from 
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the grounds, the principal parts being carried by the base drum 
and the trombona 

The regimental team of the 49th Regiment quietly return from 
Creedmoor in the evening, whither they had been to engage in 
the rifle match. The bulls-eye seems to have been too small, 
or too far off for their success. 

Thursday, Sept 13th. — Clear and warm, with light wind from 
the south. The indications of a storm have passed away arid 
the day is clear and unusually warm for the season. Ther- 
mometer 84'. 

The County Fair closes today and is quoted a failure, the 
attractions not being sufficient to induce even a storm. The 
workingmen's party organized in the evening. It is worthy of 
note that the *' Talking men '* of the community are not entirely 
ignored in the movement. 

Friday, Sept 14tb. — A bright warm morning, with a slight 
current of air from the north. Copious dews have fallen during 
the past two nights. The light rain fall of the year is indicated 
by the low stage of the water in the lake, it being twenty-five 
inches below the crest of the upper dam, which is six inches 
lower than any previous record. Thermometer 88°. The 
International Rifle match, in which the British and American 
teams met at Creedmoor, closed today, the Americans retaining 
the championship by 92 points. Republican and Workingmen*s 
caucuses held in the evening. 

Saturday, Sept 15th. — Clear and pleasant with wind from 
the south, freshening to a brisk breeze as the day progressea 
Thermometer 84*. The Republican Assembly Convention for 
the second district met at Moravia and nominated W. Leslie 
Noyes of Owasco for member of assembly on the 63rd ballot, 
and appoint the usual delegates to the state and senatorial 
conventions. 

The workingmen's senatorial convention met at Weedsport 
and nominated Wm. J. Moses of this city for senator. Tweed 
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details his ** little narrative ^* to the New York aldermanic com- 
mittee today. 

Sunday, Sept 16th. — The south wind continues, the sky 
somewhat clouded and the air sultry. Thermometer SS*. 

Monday, Sept 17th. — A smart south wind, and cloudy. 
Thermometer 80'. Late in the afternoon the wind changed to 
northwest, blowing strong and bringing rain which continued 
during the evening. The annual reunion of Cowan *s Battery 
was held today. Rev. Dr. Board man, pastor of the Second 
Presbyterian church, resigns his charge after a pastorate of six- 
teen year's duration. 

Tuesday, Sept 18th. — A cool morning, partially cloudy 
with wind from the northwest Thermometer 6(X*. The annual 
inspection of the Fire Department occurs today ; visiting com- 
panies from Ithaca and Canandaigua join in the parade. A 
shipwreck is reported at Fair Haven, a coal barge having been 
blown on to the pier and sunk during the storm last evening. 
No lives lost 

Wbdnbsday, Sept 19th. — A bright autumn day, slightly 
cool from the north wind. Thermometer 68". Stanley, the cele- 
brated explorer reports himself at the mouth of the Congo river, 
havmg traversed the entii*e length of the river, which in its upper 
course was known to Livingstone and others as the Lualaba. 
Stanley is the second explorer of modern times who has crossed 
the continent of Africa from east to west near the equator, and 
his explorations will possess much interest, especially of a geo- 
graphical nature. 

Thursday, Sept 20th. — A southwest wind this morning 
softens the temperature, the sky being somewhat overcast 
Thermometer 70. I take occasion to note in my record of today 
what may seem an intrusion upon the privacy of domestic life ; 
but I feel assured, my dear doctor, that the respected president 
of our society will pardon me for advising you of the hymeneal 
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events which have of late transpired in his household, his eldest 
son having been married on Tuesday, and his only daughter 
being happily naarried today. I plead in excuse that it is not 
a frequent occurrence for two members of a household to 
indulge in the luxury of matrimony with so brief an interval, 
but I can understand that in this instance, professional demands 
upon the head of the household had so accustomed him to the 
experience that the undertaking may not have seemed of so great 
magnitude 

The Republican Assembly District Convention for the first 
district meets at Weedsport and nominates William H. Eaker 
of Cato for member of assembly, and selects state, judicial, and 
senatorial delegates. L'lcal politics are exciting considerable 
interest Auburn is distinguished at the Buffalo State Green- 
back Convention by the .selection of our townsman, B. B. Willey , 
Esq., for presiding officer, and by the nomination for attorney 
general, of Warren T. Wor<len, Esq., a gentleman of acknowl- 
edged early ability, but so far advanced in the autumn of life 
as to be perhaps a little loose on the stem for the rugged require- 
ments of the position. A slight rain in the evening. 

Friday, Sept. 2l8t — A cool fall day, with north wind. 
Thermometer 69*. Warmly contested Republican caucuses are 
held in the evening. It is astonishing with what certainty rail- 
road accidents occur in pairs or triplets even. Yesterday a 
train on the wrong track at Clyde, on the New York Central, 
resulted in a collision, killing an engineer, and tonight a mis- 
placed switch at Rome demolishes another train, severely injur- 
ing several employes. The state fair at Rochester closes today. 
, Saturday, Sept 22nd. — The mercury nestled down close, 
last night, to avoid the cold, and stood at 42** at 7 o'clock this 
morning. There was no frost in this locality but I hear of 
light frosts in some portions of the county. The day is bright 
and pleasant with thermometer 62**, and wind in the north. 
The Republican County Convention meets at the Court House, 
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tbe exciting contest being over a nominee for sheriff, Mr. John 
Choateof this city being the successful competitor. Richard C. 
Steel and John T. M. Davie were nominated for County Judge 
and for Surrogate, respectively. 

Sunday, Sept. 28rd. — A south wind and clear sky, warm, 
with thermometer at 72*. Jean Joseph Leverrier, the most 
noted astronomer of the present century, died at Paris today, 
aged 66 years. His famous mathematical calculations, which, 
foretold with almost unerring certainty the location of an un- 
known world, led to the discovery of the planet Neptune in 1847. 
He is said to have been disappointed and soured for life because 
his name was not given to the newly discovered planet 

The harvest moon has been exhibiting for the last two or three 
evenings to delighted spectators. 

Monday, Sept 24th. — Warmer, with south wind and clear, 
thermometer 78^ The patent office at Washington was badly 
damaged by fire today, although the loss in models is not great 

Tuesday, Sept 26th. — The wind continues in the south and 
the temperature increases notwithstanding the scattering clouds. 
Thermometer 81*. A convict named Thorpe knocks a fellow 
convict named Howard from the third gallery at the Prison, 
killing him. The Democratic caucuses for the city are held in 
the evening. 

Wednesday, Sept 26th.— The wind is at its old tricks of dry 
times, opening in the south in the morning and gradually work- 
ing around by way of the west to the north in the evening, with 
frequent light clouds. Thermometer SO*. The chief talk on 
the streets today is the great single scull race at Ensenore 
tomorrow. The Republican State Convention assembles at 
Rochester, and is notable for the personal attack of Senator Conk- 
ling upon George W. Curtis, construed as indicating an issue 
with the administration policy. 
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Thursday, Sept 27th. — The morning opens with a dense 
fog which obscures the sun until nearly nine o clock when it 
clears off warm and pleasant, with a slight haze, a day, worthy 
the most fastidious Indian summer, following. The wind slight, 
from the north, veering to the east and south in the afternoon. 
The scull race was rowed in the afternoon, Courtney easily 
winning, with Riley second and Johnson third. 

An amateur match between Messrs. Eldred and Atwater of 

this city, in which the former won, preceded the great contest. 

A large concourse of people, variously estimated at from eight 

*to fifteen thousand, witnessed the contests which were in all 

respects an entire success. Thermometer 78*. 

Friday, Sept 28th. — A southwest wind and a close sultry 
air, with a slight sprinkle of rain about noon. Light thunder- 
showers go around to the south. Thermometer 78^ The 
Democratic assembly convention is held at Moravia, and nom- 
inates Mr. John M. Freese of Aurelius, for member. 

Saturday, Sept 29th. — A dense fog in the morning renders 
it useless for one to get up early to see the sun rise. The mist 
clears away soon after nine, and a clear day succeeds. The 
weather vane points dreamily to the west, where the last cur- 
rent of air left it, but wanders around to the east in the after- 
noon in a bewildered manner, as if hunting for the wind which 
was trying to hide from it Thermometer 72*. 

The first assembly district Democratic convention assembles 
at Cato, and nominates H. B. Converse of Port Byron, for 
member. A Prohibition county convention is held at the 
Court House and nominates a county ticket, with H. V. How- 
land for county judge. 

Sunday, Sept 80th. — The official "indications" have for 
several days been prophesying "rain areas and falling baro- 
meter" for the "lower lake regions," but the weather has 
calmy pursued the even tenor of its way with a dignified dis- 
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regard of the predictions of its official observer, and September 
bands over to October, its treasaresof ripening fruits and chang- 
ing foliage, i;pon as perfect a Sabbath as could have been that 
which inspired the immortal hymn of " holy George Herbert :" 

" Sweet day, so cool, so calm, so bright, 
Bridal of earth and sky." 

A clear warm sunshine, a mild south wind with the Ther- 
mometer at 82^, mark a wide contrast between the exit and the 
advent of September. The average range of the thermometer 
for the month, has been 72.5*, the extremes being SS"* on the 
Srd, and 84'' on the 18th and 16th. On fourteen days of the 
month, the temperature has not been below 75' at 1 o'clock p. M. 
Bev. Dr. Boardman preaches his parting discourse to his con- 
gregation in the evening. Bev. J- Alabaster assumes his 
pastoral duties at the Exchange St Methodist Church in the 
evening. 

Monday, Oct Ist — October seems loth to change the order 
of things as September bequeathed it, and the month opens 
with a warm clear day with brisk south wind and thermometer 
at 84^ The Circuit Court commences its sessions with Judge 
Bumsey presiding. A small body of dissenters from the Bepub- 
lican local nominations, met at the Osborne House and resolved 
to have another county convention. The Common Council 
meets in the evening, and the inevitable Aurelius Avenue 
bridge is the theme of an animated debate. 

Tuesday, Oct 2nd.— The wind still holds frailly to the 
south, with a clear warm sky. Thermometer 80*. The Chief 
of Police reports 77 arrests for the month of September. 

A musical convention, under the direction of Prof. Emerson 
of Boston, commences its sessions today. The Board of 
Education holds a quiet session in the evening. The " oldest 
inhabitant " now takes you by the buttonhole and impressively 
informs you that he has been a resident of Auburn anywhere 
from fifty to one hundred years, but that his well has never 
been dry befora 
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Wednesday, Oct 8rd— Clear and warm with the wind still 
in the south and more brisk. The Democratic State Conven- 
tion assembles in Albany and is chiefly distinguished by the 
bitter contest between the Tammany and anti-Tammany fac- 
tions in which the former is as usual triumphant. 

Rev. Dr. R B. Welch is formally inducted into the Professor- 
ship of Christian Theology of the Seminary, at the First Pres- 
byterian Church in the evening. Mr. Perrigo called on me today. 
His broad full face, bronzed by the harvest sun, was in marked 
contrast with his spotless shirt bosom, which stood out like a 
big white blister upon his breast He wad evidently quite 
excited upon the political situation and spoke warmly of the 
seliishness of Auburn in *' gobbling up,'' as he expressed it, all 
the important positions upon the local ticket In vain I assured 
him that I was simply a local historian and eschewed politics 
from necessity no less than from choice, — that history must be 
impartial. I finally arrested him by a quiet inquiry as to 
whether it had rained lately in his locality, when he at once 
became eloquent upon the drouth. He had a well in his house 
and one in his barnyard, but had to pump all the water for his 
stock. Some of his neighbors had to bring water two or three 
miles for their stock. Fall feed was all dried up ; no butter was 
being made ; late sown fall wheat was ruined ; potatoes were 
yeilding poorly and would be worth a dollar and a half a bushel 
before next spring, and with the advice to me to buy a load naw^ 
and put in my cellar, he took his leave. 

Thursday, Oct 4th. — The wind which has been roving 
around for some days in search of the equinoctial, fixed itself 
steadily in the south last night and blew strong till it brought 
it This morning the rain commenced and continued most of 
the day with strong wind, which changed to the north shortly 
after one o'clock. Thermometer 64'. I was skeptical yesterday, 
when a man predicted rain before tonight, but he assured me 
if I only had faith, it would rain. My faith in him was some* 
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what weakened) in that he ofiered to bet me that his pre- 
diction would prove trua If he had told me that he based his 
prediction upon his corns, or rheumatic pains, or some other bod- 
ily ailment, instead of his faith, I should have been more ready 
to credit it 

Friday, Oct 5th. — Cool and cloudy with a northerly wind 
The equinoctial was emphatic but of short duration. In many 
localities damage is reported from the excessive rain, and ship- 
ping suffered from the severity of the wind. Thermometer 
52'. Clear and cool in the evening with indications of frost 
A successful concert of the musical convention at the Opera 
House in the evening. 

Saturday, Oct 6th. — The wind changed to the west about 
9 o'clock last evening and clouds came to the rescue, averting 
the threatened frost The wind is a little north of west this 
morning, with thick clouds, and cool The robins held a mass 
meeting in the apple-tree and resolved to go south. A belated 
cricket chirped feebly last evening as if wearied in closing out 
his concert for the season, and indications of fall weather are 
unmistakabla Thermometer 48*. A cyclone of political con- 
ventions swept over the county today. The Republican Sena- 
torial Convention at Port Byron renominated the Hon. Wm. B. 
Woodin for Senator. A Prohibition Assembly Convention at 
the same place nominates Rev. Julius Bobbins of this city for 
Member of Assembly. The Democratic County Convention met 
at the Court House and nominated Thomas Reed of Auburn for 
Sheriff and S. Edwin Day of Moravia for County Judge. The 
Workingmen's County Convention met at the Academy of Music 
and nominated H. V. Howland for County Judge and Charles 
Hoskins for Sheriff. The Dissenters* Convention met at the 
same place and endorsed the nominees of the Workingmen's 
Convention. The woods are full of candidates this fall, and 
unless the intelligent voter exercises great care, he will vote for 
somebody that his political friends did not intend he should. 
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Sunday, Oct 7th. — The morning opens bright with wind in 
the south, but the sky becomes overcast as the day progressea 
Thermometer 59**. Rev. Mr. Stacy enters upon his pastoral 
duties with the Wall St. Methodist Church. 

Monday, Oct 8th. — A strong southeast wind commenced 
during the night, continued with much violence during most of 
the day, the result doubtless of the ordering of cautionary signals 
at Oswego, Rochester, and Buffalo by the department at Wash- 
ington. A slight rain fell during most of the afternoon. 
Thermometer 55*. The trial of the convict Thorpe for murder 
commenced in the Oyer and Terminer. 

Tuesday, Oct 9th. — The morning opened clear with the 
wind in the southwest and warmer. The clouds gathered 
somewhat as the day advanced, but cleared in the evening, with 
the wind in the north. Thermometer 60". Mr. H. V. Howland 
declines to accept the triple honor of the nomination for county 
judge tendered him by the Prohibition and Workingmen's and 
Dissenters' Convention. A new moon, not unlike a section of 
melon rind in appearance, hangs dreamily above the western 
horizon in the evening. 

Of the events of general interest which have transpired since 
my last report, I note the following : 

The Turco-Russian War has changed little in its aspect, 
although much fighting has. transpired and severe losses have 
been sustained on both sidea The Russians have been unable 
to secure Plevna, although repeated attempts have been made 
to storm the place. Nor have the Turks been successful in 
wresting the Schipka Pass from the Russians, although desper- 
ately attempting it In Armenia no movement has been made, 
until within the last few days the Russians made a spasmodic 
effort to cut off the Turkish communications with Kars, but 
without success. The campaign for the year may be said to be 
at an end, and is in all respects extremely discreditable to Rus- 
sian Generalship. 
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General Grant has remained in England and Scotland, and 
baa been feted until he has acquired considerable facility at 
speechmaking. The President has made quite an extended 
tour of some of the western and southern states during the 
month, and seems to have been enthusiastically welcomed, 
especially in the south. 

Gen. Howard has been chasing and fighting the Nez Perces, 
but with little prospect of exterminating them. The campaign 
seems destined to continue into another season. A delegation 
of friendly Indians visited Washington, and made their wants 
known to the President, their Great Father, limiting their 
demands to ulster overcoats for the whole tribe, mowers and 
reapers, brick school-houses and such other conveniences as 
their white brethren indulged in. 

As it is the first state which has tried the experiment so far 
as I am advised, I note the fact that the State of Colorado 
voted down a proposed amendment to the constitution of the 
state, conferring upon women the right of suffrage. 

The month has been notable for the failure of Savings Banks, 
both in the east and west, and startling developments of stupen- 
dous frauds have been made, notably those of Morton, of Phil- 
adelphia, in the over issue of street railway shares, and the 
raising of insurance certificates by Gilman of New York, — the 
fraud in the latter instance amounting to upwards of three 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars. So ends my first fall 
record. 

Very truly yours, 

B. B. SNOW, 
Hisiorijographer, 
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Auburn, N. Y., Wednesday, Oct 10, 1877. 
My Dear Doctor SMtemann : 

I deem it prudent to preface my record for the coming month, 
with the remark, that the political sky is somewhat lurid just 
now, and will probably become more so as the month advancea 
The unoffending citizen is quietly probed on all available 
occasions as to his predilections for this or that candidate, or this 
or that policy, until even the h umblest individual can scarcely fail 
to realize that he is an important cog in the great wheel that runs 
the political machina This society however, constitutionally, 
and from natural selection, ignores politics. If therefore,! should 
inadvertently note some fact in my record which might be con- 
strued in the interest of any particular candidate or policy, it 
should be charged to my own indiscretion, and not be regarded 
as reflecting the views of the society. With this anchor to the 
windward, I resume my task. 

The morning opens with a brisk southeast wind, and cloudy. 
A slight rain in the afternoon. Thermometer 62^ The His- 
torical Society at its session last evening, listened to an elabo- 
rate, carefully prepared, and highly interesting biographical 
sketch of the late Elijah Miller, prepared by the Hon. B. F. 
Hall. 

State elections were held yesterday in Iowa and Ohio, the 
result being timidly Republican in the former, and apatheti- 
cally Democratic in the latter. The process of plating the 
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badly dilapidated pavement of Genesee St with tar and gravel, 
commeno^ today, at the corner of South St A conference of 
Adventists commenced its session at the Academy of Musia 
The Democratic Senatorial convention meets at Port Byron, 
and nominates the Hon. Chas. N. Ross for Senator. 

The Republican Judicial convention of the 7th judicial dis- 
trict, meets at Rochester, and re-nominates Judge Charles G. 
Dwight of this city, for Justice of the Supreme Court The 
Common Council meets in the evening and designates the 
polling places for the coming election, and directs the collection 
of the city tax levy. 

An esteemed member of the Historical Society, whose verac- 
ity is unimpeachable, assures me that a shower of snails in shells 
fell in his garden during thestorm of Monday night He knows 
that they " rained down," and showed me a handful of the 
brown, translucent shells, about an eighth of an inch in length 
and of uniform size. It is not uncommon for toadn, ashes, sul- 
phur, etc., to " rain down," and I remember to have read of a 
shower of fresh beef somewhere down in Kentucky, but I think 
a shower of snails has never before been reported. Possibly 
they came from the moons of Mara. I think it more probablci 
however, that a colony of snails somewhere indiscreetly got on 
a lark, and were incontinently swept up by a cyclone, to be 
landed in my neighbor's garden. At any rate the snails were 
there after the shower. 

Thursday, Oct 11th.— Although the wind bad continued 
in the south and west during the day, the air has been cool, 
and a drizzling rain most of the day has given us a foretaste of 
what we may expect during the coming fall. The jury in the 
case of Thorpe brought in a verdict of murder in the first 
degree, and the court ^ took up the seeond murder trial, that of 
Brown for killing Rooney. Mr. Moses announces his declina- 
tion of the nomination for senator, by the workingmen's oon- 
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vention. The city treasurer advertises the collection of the 
city tax. 

My neighbor reports a second invoice of snails last night 
I think he is becoming slightly skeptical as to the '' rttining 
down " theory, and inclines to the belief that their coming may 
be accounted for, somewhat after the manner of the formation 
of dew ; that is, that they arise from the ground and condense as 
it were, upon the sidewalks, eta Scientists will of course, draw 
their own conclusion, — it is my duty simply to record the fact 

Friday, Oct 12th. — A cold rain from the northwest charac- 
terizes the morning and most of the day. Thermometer 47*. 
The second trial of Riley for shooting Harris in this city 
December last, commenced today. 

Brown was acquitted and discharged from custody. 

Saturday, Oct 18th. — Cloudy with wind in the northwest, 
but warmer. Thermometer 53^ Clear in the afternoon. The 
jury convicted Riley of manslaughter in the third degree, and 
he was sentenced to the Elmira Reformatory, — his being the first 
sentence to that institution from this county. Thorpe was today 
sentenced to be hanged on the 7th of December next, and the 
court adjourned to November 8, to try the remaining prisoners 
charged with murder, each of whom is claimed by his counsel 
to be insane. Gilman, the forger of insurance scrip, pleaded 
guilty before Recorder Hackett, and is sentenced to state prison 
for five years, the shortest term the crime admits of. 

Sunday, Oct 14th. — October is dealing kindly with us, not- 
withstanding the few inclement days of last week. The sky 
was sufficiently threatening this morning to afford an excuse 
for fair-weather christians to stay at home, but at noon it was 
cloudless and the air balmy as a spring day. Thermometer 78". 
Wind slight from the south. 

Monday, Oct 15th. — A bright clear day with wind from the 
south. Thermometer 72". Congress convened in extra session 
today, and the house elected Mr. Randall speaker. 
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Tuesday, Oct 16th.— Yesterday sat up late last night, 
b^uiled by the " sweet silver light of the moon," and today 
gets up this morning moody and cross, with a northwest rain. 
It clears shortly after nine o'clock, but soon clouds over and 
the evening brings rain. Thermometer BO*. News from the 
elections held in France on Sunday last, report a Bepublican 
victory, but with a net gain to the Imperialists. An important 
victory of the Russians over the Turks near Kars yesterday, is 
reported. The Boards of Registration hold their first meeting 
today to roister voters for the approaching election. 

Wednesday, Oct 17th. — A day of cloud and sunshine with 
northerly wind and thermometer at 66^ The political commu- 
nity is much exercised today by the withdrawal of Mr. Woodin 
from the senatorial contest The sole remaining candidate will 
be lonesome until some one is put in the field to share his solitude. 

Thursday, Oct 18th. — Another partially cloudy day with 
south wind and thermometer 64^ A report comes that the 
Egyptian Obelisk, known as Cleopatra's needle, which was being 
transported to London, was abandoned at sea, off Cape Finisterre, 
during a gale last Sunday evening. It would be sad to have 
so time-honored a relic become food for fishes. 

Friday, Oct 19th. — A dark morning with a modest rain 
from the northwest Thermometer 52*. The Cleopatra's needle 
which was abandoned at sea, was picked up all right after the 
gale, having floated some 160 miles, and is again headed or 
pointed for London. 

The workingmen hold a meeting at the Court House, in the 
evening, which is addressed by a Mr. Junio of Syracuse. Mr. 
F. G. Day and wife, leave for New York today to sail in 
tomorrow's steamer for Europe, where Mr. Day enters upon his 
duties as commercial agent at Geetsemude, a small port near 
Bremen. 
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Saturday, Oct 20tk — The rain continued most of the 
night, and the morning opens cool and rainy with smart north- 
west wind. Thermometer 42*. 

The Prohibition convention at Weedsport, nominates Samuel 
Bibbins for Senator. Mr. Bibbins resides in Brutus, and is old 
enough to make a good senator. 

Sunday, Oct 21st — A dismal October day with rain from 
the northwest Thermometer 44^ Gilman, the insurance 
forger, reaches Auburn today, having been transferred from 
Sing Sing Prison. Having been formerly actively interested 
in the theoretical consideration of prison discipline, he will now 
have an opportunity to study its practical aspecta 

Monday, Oct 22nd.— The weather has recovered from its 
late unpleasantness and is clear and bright/ but cool with north- 
west wind. Thermometer 45. The Republican ^ Senatorial 
convention re-assembles at Port Byron, and nominates Hon. 
Theo. M. Pomeroy of this city, for senator. John T. Pingree, 
Esq., of this city, is today nominated for Justice of the 
Supreme Court, by the Democratic Judicial convention at 
Bochester. I surmise that this nomination was not made in 
the expectation of the success of the candidate, but rather 
in deference to the wishes of the intelligent and patriotic elector 
who always " wants to vote a clean ticket" 

An explosion of fire damp in a mine near Glasgow, Scotland, 
resulted in the death of upwards of 280 miners. This is said 
to be the most serious casualty of the kind which has ever 
occurred. 

Tuesday, Oct 28rd. — The mercury descended to 32' about 8^ 
o'clock last evening, but soon took an upward turn, not in time 
however to prevent a slight frost, which nipped the tenderer 
leaves of out door vegetation. This is the first frost of the 
season. 

The morning opens clear and bright, with a slight westerly 
wind. Thermometer 59^ The Greenback convention at Sodus 
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today, nominates B. B. Willey, Esq., of this city for senator, 
and endorses Mr. Pingree*s nomination for judge. I think Mr. 
Willey will not decline the nomination, — he is too zealous for 
that Of course it is impossible at this early day, to estimate 
accurately the Greenback vote, but from the best information I 
can gather, his chances of success are of that shadowy nature, 
which is not calculated to encourage any but the most sanguine 
natures. Still if he runs, he will get one vote at least, and that 
will give him a place among the " Scattering." This I beheve 
completes the local nominations, and gives all parties a ticket, 
except the " Breadwinners," who have only invaded our locality 
to give our distinguished fellow citizen, Mr. Worden, a place 
on their state ticket His star seems to be in the ascendant, as 
he is running for three different state offices on as many different 
ticketa 

The Hook and Ladder Co. celebrate their 53rd anniversary 
in the evening. 

Wednesday, Oct 24th. — The morning opens warm, with a 
wind from the south, the sunshine slightly subdued by light 
clouds. Thermometer 65". The workingmen hold another 
meeting at the Court House in the evening, and catch a tartar 
in their speaker, a Mr. Daggett of Brooklyn, who expressed his 
approval of the efforts made to suppress the riots at Pittsburgh 
last summer, whereupon he was silenced by his audience, and 
more congenial local talent was called in to enlighten the assem- 
bled multitude. 

The crickets chirruped merrily in the evening, but nearly all 
the summer birds have taken their leave, the last to go, as they 
were first to come, being the robins and bluebirds. 

Thursday, *Oct 25tli. — A drizzling rain from the north, with 
thermometer at 48**. The remains of the late Colonel Keogh, 
who was slain at the Custar massacre, were buried with military 
honors in Fort Hill cemetery today, in the lot of Mr. Throop 



RECORD or CURRENT EVENTS FOR OCTOBER. 93 

Martin. Memorial services for the late Eev. Dr. Edwin Hall 
were held at the First Presbyterian tJhurch in the evening. 

Friday, Oct 26th. — A cold northeast rain prevails the 
whole day. Thermometer 40*. Items of historical interest 
are rare just now. I conclude that the public is too much 
engaged in politics to do anything for history. And still the 
canvass is progressing with unusual quiet No public meetings 
have been held in this locality, and few in other parts of the 
state. 

The cordial greetings of candidates with their constituents and 
the brief, earnest consultations on the street at the casual meet- 
ings of political leaders, are about the only signs of political 
activity. Political tramps on the street comers, persistently 
appeal to candidates for donations of the diameter of irom five 
cents to a dollar, with pleas of past service and future good 
intentions. One of these way-farers, a one-eyed man from the 
south part of the county, accosted me today, with the assurance 
that there were twenty men in his neighborhood who were not 
going to vote this fall He could get every man of them for 
ten dollars, and earnestly appealed to me to invest in the enter- 
prise. I assured him that I was not a candidate for any office, 
simply a local historian. I reminded him of the civil service 
law, of the amendments to the constitution, suggesting for his 
reading certain treatises on moral science, and left him inquiring 
where he could find a candidate for senator. 

Saturday, Oct 27th. — Another lowery day, with wind 
stubbornly in the northeast Ex-Governor Tilden, who returned 
from his European tour on Thursday, is serenaded in New 
York in the evening, and makes a speech. 

Sunday, Oct 28th. — Much in conti-ast with last Sunday, the 
day opens clear and warm, with wind in the southeast Ther- 
mometer 59'. 
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Monday, Oct 29th. — The morning opens clear, with wind in 
the south, changing to the' northwest shortly after noon, and 
blowing briskly. Thermometer 60", with scattering clouds. 

The notorious Aurelius Avenue bridge, which has been closed 
some time for repairs, is today reopened to the publia 

Tuesday, Oct 80th. — A charming October day, bright, but 
not entirely cloudless, and cool from the northwest wind. 
Thermometer 51*. 

Mr. Roseboom, the Prohibition candidate for sheriff, declines 
the honor of longer continuing in the field, and withdraws from 
the canvass. The disposition to withdraw prevails among 
candidates this season, almost to the extent of an epidemic 
Fortunately it has been a fruitful season for candidates, or we 
might not have had enough left to make a complete ticket bj 
election day. 

Wednesday, Oct 31st — The south wind of the morning 
veered to the west about 9 o'clock, bringing rain which continued 
during the forenoon, and, with occasional intervals of sunshine, 
until evening. Thermometer 44*. The average temperature 
for the month has been 56-87", the extremes being 84* on the 
1st, and 40** on the 26tk Twenty-four days have been cloudy, 
on eight of which it has rained. 

News came today, of the death of Prof. James Orton of 
Yassar College, on the 30th ult, on Lake Titicaca, in SouUi 
America, at the age of 47. He was on his homeward journey 
from his explorations in Peru. He was a native of the neigh- 
boring village of Seneca Falls. 

Thursday, Nov. Ist — A cool, cloudy day, with slight 
westerly wind, ushers in November. Thermometer 46*. 

A hose company from Eimira, visits the city to engage in a 
championship race at the Fair Grounds, with Niagara Hose Ca 
The contest was deferred on account of the unpropitious state 
of the track. 
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The Chief of Police reports seventy-four arrests for October, 
thirty-seven of which were for intoxication. United States 
Senator Oliver P. Morton, of Indiana, died today after a linger- 
ing illness, in the 55th year of his aga 

Friday, Nov. 2nd. — The morning opens with a fierce south 
wind and rain. The wind kept up most of the day, veering to 
the north in the afternoon when the rain ceased. Thermometer 
54. 

A single scull race between Eldred and Atwater, announced 
for today on the big dam, was postponed on account of the 
unfavorable weather. The aurora lighted the northern sky late 
in the evening. 

Saturday, Nov. 3rd. — A brisk westerly wind, cloudy and 
cool. Thermometer 42. The single scull race for the cham- 
pionship of the big dam, between Eldred and Atwater today, 
resulted in the success of the latter. At night the ground froze 
quite solid. 

Sunday, Nov. 4th. — The wind continues west, with a clear 
sky. Thermometer 42**. A long slim earthquake is reported 
as jarring the western part of the city at 2 o'clock A. M., making 
its way east, through the central portion of the state into New 
England. It was also felt in portions of Canada. 

Monday, Nov. 5th. — A brisk north wind, 'and cloudy. 
Thermometer 50'. Considerable animation is noticeable in 
political circles today. 

The Common Council meets in the evening, but transacts no 
business of importance. A cold rain began in the evening, 
which changed to snow, the first of the season. 

Tuesday, Nov. 6th. — Election day opens cold and cloudy, 
with northwest wind. The ground is white with a light snow 
which fell during the night Thermometer 82**, having gone 
up T" since morning. Election passed off quietly, a light vote 
being polled. Board of Education held its regular session in 
tlie evening. 
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Wednesday, Nov. 7th. — A bright clear morning, with wind 
in the south. Thermometer 40*. The streets are thronged with 
people, discQssing the resalt of yesterday s election. Nearly 
every one is smoking, and notably, those who usually limit their 
extravagance in this direction to the use of a pipe, are this 
morning indulging in domestic ^' Havanas.'' The aspect of the 
returns is decidedly Democratic A Democratic sheriff and 
county judge were elected, and a Democratic member of assem- 
bly in the first assembly district of this county. Mr. Pingree 
was justice of the supreme court for a few minutes, but later 
returns dispelled the illusion. Mr. Pomeroy was elected state 
senator, and of course Mr. Willey was defeated. The Demo- 
cratic state ticket was elected by some 15,000 majority. 

Thursday, Nov. 8th. — Rainy, with brisk south wind. Ther- 
mometer 47*. A marine disaster on Cayuga Lake, last evening, 
is reported, in which one coal barge was sunk and two others 
were stranded. Government should establish a life-saving sta- 
tion on this lake. 

Friday, Nov. 9th. — Warm with south wind, which soon 
changed to the north, bringing rain. Thermometer 47', having 
fallen 9* since morning. 

Thomas Davis was found dead in the 7th ward this morning 
with his scull fractured, whether the result of accident or foul 
play is not yet determined. 

The trial of Lester Brotherton, for the murder of Moon in the 
town of Ira last summer, commenced in the Oyer and Terminer 
today. 

An elderly lady named Merrill, residing on MacMaster street, 
drowned herself in a cistern today, during a fit of temporary 
insanity. 

Saturday, Nov. 10th. — A dull, cloudy, cold morning with 
north wind. Thermometer 26*. 
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I notice in the evening the names of the streets displayed on 
the street lamps at the corner of North and Genesee streets. 
This is the first of its kind in our city and is worthy of general 
introduction. 

Prominent political leaders appear to be especially fortunate 
just now in falling in with reporters, and airing their views as to 
the causes and significance of the result of the late election. 

Sunday, Nov. 11th. — A bright, cool day with wind in the 
southwest Thermometer 38*. The Rev. Dr. Hawley, pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church, enters upon the twenty-first year 
of his pastorate with that society today. 

Monday, Nov. 12th. — A partially clear day with wind in the 
west Thermometer 44*. The coroner's jury in the Davis case 
continue their investigations, but without solving the mystery of 
his death. An adjourned meeting of the Common Council is 
held this evening. 

Tuesday, Nov. 18th. — A bright cloudless day with wind in 
the northeast changing to southwest during the forenoon. Ther- 
mometer 48^ A little amelioration of the temperature would 
warrant the expectation of Indian summer. 

The supervisors meet today as a board of canvassers, to can- 
vass the vote at the late election, making Mr. Lamey of this city 
chairman. 

Of the events of general interest since my last, I note the 
following: 

On the 6th of October, Chief Joseph and his band of hostile 
Nez Peroes Indians surrendered to General Miles, thus ending 
for the present the Indian hostilites in the territories. 

The ministers plenipotentiary and envoys extraordinary from 
the United States government to his Indian majesty, Sitting 
Bull, were granted audience with that dignitary, who listened 
to them in silence and responded in the same manner. He is 
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evidently not disposed to treat for peace and announces his 
determination to renew hostilities as soon as his braves have had 
a breathing spelL 

The President and cabinet visited the state fair at Richmond, 
Va, inspecting the stock, making little speeches, shaking hands 
and otherwise conducting themselves in a conciliatory manner 
towards our southern brethren. 

The annual elections have been held in several of the states 
resulting much as was anticipated, except possibly in Ohio, 
where at the October election an unexpected strength was devel- 
oped by the workingmen's party, giving the state to the Demo- 
crats by a plurality. While in New York the Democrats elect 
their state ticket, the Republicans retain their ascendency in 
both branches of the legislature. In New Jersey the cosmopol- 
itan general, McOlellan, is elected governor by a handsome 
majority. This is regarded by many as the Fair Oaks of a Pen- 
insular campaign for the Presidency in 1880. 

Congress still continues its extra session, making little pro- 
gress with the army appropriation bill, for which it was especially 
called, but agonizing itself over the Resumption Act and the 
currency question. General Grant has at length torn himself 
away from his British friends and betaken himself across the 
channel to Paris, where he seems to have been received with 
much consideration. He is not reported as having made any 
speeches as yet, possibly because he distrusts his French accent, 
and does not wish to take the risk of being misinterpreted to 
French dignitaries. 

The Turco-Russian War has taken a sudden and unexpected 
turn since my last, the Russians having put new life and vigor 
into their campaign. In Bulgaria they have completely invested 
Plevna, the Turkish stronghold, which they repeatedly unsuc- 
cessfully assaulted, and are now subjecting it to regular siege. 
In Armenia they disastrously routed the Turks near Kars, on 



RECORD OF CURRENT EVENTS. 99 

the 16th of October, forcing them to retreat into the stronghold 
of Kara and to Erzeroum, the capital of Armenia. At a subse- 
qaent battle near the latter city, the Turks were again routed 
and the Russian Army is now at the gates of Erzeroum, while 
Kars is closely beseiged. The prospects of the Russians today 
are as brilliant as were those of the Turks at the close of my 
last month's report 

And here, my dear doctor, ends my report for the month. 

Very truly yours, 

B. B. SNOW, 

Historiographer, 
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Auburn, N. Y., Nov. 14, 1877. 
My dear Doctor Sckliemann : 

I am not surprised that historians, gleaning their facts from 
the musty records and defaced manuscripts of by-gone genera- 
tions, even with the greatest care, have at times to be corrected 
by more leisurely students, following after them with more 
varied sources of informatioa For I find that culling my 
sprays of local history fresh from the blooming garden of cur- 
rent events, I am obliged now and then, to cast out from my 
collection a weed, which has deceived me by its likeness to 
something of value. Of course I am largely dependent upon 
the local press for information, and I think our press aims to be 
accurate and reliable in its statements. However, lured by the 
repeated assurances of the papers, I was led to state in my last 
month's report, that our townsman, Mr. F. G. Day, had been 
appointed U. S. consul at Bremen, a commission of no little 
magnitude and importance, whereas, I am since informed that 
his position is that of commercial agent at a small port near 
Bremen, which has not yet grown to an importance entitling it 
to a place on the map. I should be gratified if my first state- 
ment were the fact, but history must guard its veracity, even at 
the cost of a severe shrinkage in local honora I make the 
correction here lest you might be led to suspect from the 
erasure in my last report, that some profane hand had been 
tampering with the record. 
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The morning opens clear, with a southerly wind, brisk enough 
to bring clouds early in the forenooa Thermometer 56*. 

The Historical Society last evening, listened to the completion 
of Judge Hall's biographical sketch of the late Judge Miller. 
The XJ. S. Senate today confirms the appointment of N. P. 
Clark, Esq., as postmaster in this city, whose nomination for 
the position was made shortly after President Hayes' accession. 
The suspense does not seem to have borne heavily upon Mr. 
Clark. 

The jury in the Brotherton case gave a verdict of murder in 
the first d^ree, and the court took up the trial of Cora Young, 
for shooting Barrett 

The county canvassers completed their work, and organized 
as a Board of Supervisors, electing Hicks Anthony of Ledyard, 
chairman. 

The total vote of the county at the late election, by the official 
count, was 12,680, a falling off of about 2,600 from last year. 
The vote is politically distributed as follows : Eepublican 6,687, 
Democratic 5,097, Workingmen and Greenbackers 554, Prohi- 
bition 242. The Greenback vote proper appears to have been 
about 70, Senator Willey being the gauge. 

Rev. Dr. Henry W. Warren of Philadelphia, initiated the 
lecture course of the Young Men's Christian Association, at the 
Opera House in the evening, having for his subject, **The 
Polices in a Sunbeam." 

Thursday, Nov. 16th. — A dark, rainy morning, with south 
wind Thermometer 51**. A disastrous fire in Chicago last 
night, destroyed nearly a million dollars worth of property. 
Four persons were killed and several others injured by fall- 
ing debris. 

The expenses of the city for the poor are reported for the 
year, at $20,622.86, being an increase over those of the previous 
year, of nearly $9,500. 
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An exploBion of fire damp in a coal mine at Scranton, P&, 
caused the death of two minera. Later reports of the similar 
disaster at High Blantyre, in Scotland, reduce the casualties to 
215. I learn also that the most serious disaster of this kind, 
was that of the year 1866, at the Oaks Colliery, near Bamaby, 
in the county of Yorkshire, England, when 840 miners were 
lost 

Friday, Nov. 16th. — ^The morning opens with a southwest 
wind and cloudy, raining slightly during the forenoon, but dear* 
ing up bright in the afternoon, as the wind veered to the west 
Thermometer b2\ 

Saturday, Nov. 17th. — The weather for a few days, barring 
the clouds, has been quite like Indian summer. This morning 
is somewhat overcast, with wind in the south, a slight rain fall- 
ing about noon. Thermometer 48*. The afternoon and early 
evening were clear, a thunder shower going southwest of us in 
the evening. 

The jury in the case of Cora Young rendered a verdict of not 
guilty, and the court took up the case of the convict Barr, for 
the murder of keeper Oasler. 

A base-ball club for the ensuing year is organized in the even- 
ing, with a capital stock of $1,500 ; $800 paid up and the balance 
in market 

Sunday, Nov. 18th. — A fierce northeast wind set in about 
one o'clock in the morning and continued during the day. The 
sky has been overcast, without rain or snow, and the thermom- 
eter stands at 38 . 

Monday, Nov. 19th. — Cold and cloudy, with northwest wind. 
Thermometer 29'. News is received of the capture of Kars by 
the Russians in a night attack, the assault having commenced 
Saturday evening at 8 o*clock,and being continued until 8 o'clock 
Sunday morning, when the place was captured. 

The regular meeting of the Common Council is held in the 
evening. 
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Tuesday, Nov. 20tL — A bright, clear day with northeast 
wmd succeeds a cold night Thermometer 32*. 

The U. S. Court commences its session in the supervisor's 
room at the court house, but subsequently adjourns to the city 
hall, the court room being occupied by the Oyer and Terminer 
in the trial of Barr. The Cayuga Asylum for Destitute Children 
celebrates the 26th anniversary of its organization, by a reception 
at the asylum in the evening. 

Wednesday, Nov. 2l8t — Another cloudless day with wind 
in the soutL Thermometer 42*. The wind freshens toward 
night, a haze gathers, soon growing to clouds, betokening a com- 
ing storm. The Eev. Dr. Newman of Washington lectures at 
the Opera House in the evening, in the Y. M. C. A course. 
Subject ** Babylon and the Far East'' 

Thursday, Nov. 22nd. — A rainy day with south wind. 
Thermometer 39**. 

The jury in the case of Barr rendered a verdict of murder in 
the second degree, and the court sentenced him to the State Prison 
at Auburn for life. 

Brotherton was sentenced to be executed on the 17th day of 
January next The court then adjourned. 

Friday, Nov. 23rd. — A balmy, spring-like morning with 
south wind. Thermometer SO^. 

Saturday, Nov. 24th. — Still warm with southeast wind, and 
rain at intervals during the day. Thermometer 53". 

The U. S. gunboat Huron was wrecked on the coast of North 
Carolina, early this morning. About one hundred lives were 
lost by the disaster. 

Moses H. Grinnell, a prominent merchant of New York, died, 
aged 75 years. 



104 RBCk)RD OF CURRSNT EVENTS FOR NOVEMBER 

Sunday, Nov. 25th.— The wind still holds steadily in the 
southeast, and the rain falls copiously during the forenoon. 
Thermometer 49*. 

Monday, Nov. 26tL — Cloudy, with wind still in the south- 
east Thermometer 54*. 

Reports are received of extensive damages in the region of 
the James and Potomac rivers, from heavy raina Edson Bishop, 
for many years a resident of Montezuma, but latterly of this 
city, died today at the age of 71. 

I notice in the daily papers the announcement of the death, at 
the county poor house, of Peter Beardsley. The date ot his 
decease, nor his age is given. I am not surprised at this, for 
he was of that thin, insubstantial make-up, that his demise might 
have occurred several days before it was noticed by his attendant^ 
and as to his age, — he might have been fifty, he might have been 
one hundred and fifty. He is identified as the whilom porter 
at the old Auburn House. In the palmy days of old fashioned 
trunks covered with hair-preserved cowhide, decorated with rows 
of large, round-headed brass nails, with the owner's initials sti£3y 
embroidered on the top with the same shining emblems, he may 
be said to have been in his prima But with the advent of the 
capacious companion of the modem traveller, he weakened as 
it were, on his profession and sought other avenues of wealth 
and preferment As is not unusual with those who change 
their calling late in life, he was not eminently successful in new 
pursuits, and was occasionally reduced to the necessity of appeal- 
ing to his friends for small temporary loana It is due to him to 
say, that he always invested such loans in ways that would minis- 
ter most to his immediate enjoyment, and to forgetfulness of the 
cares which bore heavily upon him. He was known indiscrimi- 
nately as Pete Foster and Pete Beardsley, and^as it is doubtful 
if any storied urn or monumental pile will transmit his name 
to posterity, I embalm his memory on this page. 
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Tuesday, Nov. 27th.— The wind has veered slightly to the 
west, and the morning is partially cloudy. Thermometer 50". 
The absorbing topic of conversation today, is the indictment by 
the grand jury of the U. S. court, of a prominent citizen, for 
smuggling across the Canadian frontier. The circumstance 
develops two curious features; one, that almost every man 
one meets, relates an instance of successful smuggling which 
has come to his notice; the other, that the successful smug- 
gler is viewed with far greater leniency, than the one who has 
Been detected at it 

The firemen turn out in the afternoon, to bury a deceased 
comrade, Andrew R Corbett by name, and by a singular co-in- 
cidence, two fires occur in the eastern part of the city in the 
evening, the victim in each instance being a barn. 

Wednesday, Nov. 28th. — The eighth day of continuous 
iiouth wind. Clear in the morning, but clouding as the day 
advancea Thermometer 42^ The streets abound in Thanks- 
giving poultry, which is selling at very reasonable rates, the 
best turkeys at from 12 to 14 cents per lb. 

Thursday, Nov. 29th. — Thanksgiving day opens with slight 
spittings of snow, the wind being in the west, veering to the 
north. Thermometer 86". The day is observed, in most of the 
churches, with services appropriate to the occasion. 

Camilla Urso's troupe gave a ooncert at the Opera House in 
the evening, under the auspices of the Grand Army Post A 
large audience attended. 

Pbiday, Nov. 80th. — A bleak west wind, with feeble attempts 
at snowing, wafts November into t^e past The day is cloudy 
and the ground is frozen quite firmly. Thermometer 80°. The 
average temperature for the month has been 48.4^ the highest 
being 66* on the 14th, and the lowest, 26* on the 10th. Twenty- 
four days have been cloudy, upon nine of which it has rained 
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Six only have been clear, or partiallj sa The wind has been 
in the south and southwest seventeen days, in the north five, 
and in the west fiva 

Saturday, Dea 1st — ^The first snow-storm of the season, 
folds the earth this morning in its strange white silenoa The 
wind is due west and the Thermometer stands at SO*. 

The police report for November shows ninety arrests, 56 of 
which were for intoxicatioa Hon. John V. L. Pruyn, state 
chancellor, died at Clifton Springs, aged 75 years. 

Sunday, Dec. 2nd. — A sharp keen air, with west wind. 
The sun illuminated the elaborately frosted trees for a few 
minutes in the morning, when clouds intervened for the remain- 
der of the forenoon. The mercury is reported at 22* below zero 
at Utica, but its lowest point here was 10* above. At 1 p. m. 
it stood at S2^ with light clouds, clearing in the P. M. 

Monday, Dec. 3rd. — Clear and bright, with wind from the 
soutL The county court commences its session today. Ther- 
mometer 40". 

The Board of Supervisors re-convened after their Thanksgiv- 
ing vacation. Congress quietly glided over from its special to Uie 
regular session, and listened to the President's annual message. 
In the evening the Common Council meets in regular session, 
and seems fired with zeal in ordering crosswalks, occasionally 
one in the neighborhood of some alderman's residence. 

Tuesday, Dec, 4th, — A warm south wind, cloudy and dark, 
with slight rain in the late afternoon. Thermometer 40^. The 
Board of Education holds its regular monthly session in the 
evening. 

Mrs. G. Osborn Letchworth reads in the course of the Y. M. 
C. A., at the Opera House, and Prol Warren, oiganist at St 
Peters', takes a benefit at the Academy of Music, in a concert 
wherein local artists abound. 
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Wednesday, Dec. 5tli. — A dull, warm, headachy day, with 
brisk south wind and light raia Thermometer 52^ A smart 
rain from the west in the evening. 

Thursday, Dea 6tL — A day of mingled cloud and sunshine, 
with wind in the west, slightly inclining to the north. Ther- 
mometer 37^ A slight snow in the afternoon. 

The Common Council meets in extra session in the evening, 
and adopts measures to purchase stone to be prepared for mac- 
adamizing the streets, by the indigent portion of the community, 
who rely upon public bounty for sustenanca 

Friday, Dec. 7th. — A sullen cloudy morning, with westerly 
wind, favoring the south slightly, the sky clearing in the after- 
noon. Thermometer 80°. The canal closes today by official 
appointment, but the weather hardly seems to demand it 

Harvey Thorpe, the convict murderer, was executed at the 
county jail today at about lOJ a. m. He passed through the 
terrible ordeal with remarkable calmness and fortituda Quite 
a large concourse of people, mainly fellow countrymen of the 
condemned, came into the city to be present at the execution, 
and three or four hundred gathered in the vicinity of the jail 
as the hour of execution approached. What motive induced 
them, no one can say ; perhaps a morbid curiosity to see some- 
thing of the execution, or a sympathetic desire to sustain the 
doomed man by their presence, at his last moment, or more 
probably with the hope of seeing the lifeless body after the out- 
raged law had exacted its penalty. In the last particular they 
were permitted to gratify their curiosity. 

Saturday, Dec. 8tL — ^A southwest wind, with clouds through 
which the sun occasionally struggles, characterizes the day. 
Thermometer 85*. 

The Cayuga County Agricultural Society held its annual 
meeting at the Court House and oxgauij^ for the year. 



108 KKOORD OF CURRENT EVENTS FOR DECEMBER. 

Notably absent from the street today is the Saturday after- 
noon cry of the newsboy, ^^ Sd-rcumse Sunday News" It is 
ramored that the pubUcation of the paper has been discontinued. 
A special session of the Board of Education is held in the 
evening. 

Sunday, Dea 9th, — Cooler, with northwest wind and cloudy. 
Thermometer 27**. A lazy, inefficient snow-storm prevails in 
the afternoon. 

Monday, Deo. 10th. — The wind retains its partiality for tiie 
warm quarter and this morning is due south. The sky is over- 
cast Thermometer SI"". An ambitious snow-storm sets in 
about noon, as if it would show its independence of the north 
wind in bringing sleighing. It soon tires out however. Buffalo 
Bill, with his real live bears and home-made Indians, draws the 
largest house of the season, at an entertainment in the evening. 

Tuesday, Dec. 11th. — A dark day with westerly wind and 
thermometer at 42*. A report is received of the capture of Plevna 
by the Russians. The news comes so near the edge of my 
month's record that I scarcely dare note it lest it be contradicted 
tomorrow. The safety of the steamship City of Berlin, of the 
Inman line, for which fears have been entertained for some dajrs, 
is assured by the news of her arrival at Queenstown, having 
broken her shaft two days out, on her outward trip. 

The " Way-Side Inn," under the auspices of the Young Ladies' 
Benevolent Association, opens its hospitable doors at the Acad- 
emy of Music, in the afternoon and evening, where the fortune- 
favored and benevolentiy disposed can invest a surplus dollar 
in a commendable charity. 

Of the month's events of more general importance, I have few 
to note. Congress continued its special session through to the 
regular session, the chief interest in its work being centered in 
the position taken by Senators Patterson of South Carolina and 
Conover of Florida, on the question of admitting two Democratic 
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Senators, one from South Carolina and one from Louisiana, which 
resulted in their admission, thus putjjing the senate in a pretty 
evenly balanced position politically. Rumors of another Indian 
outbreak prevail, which may lead to another campaign. 

The successes of the Russians in securing Kara and Plevna, 
indicate that this source of items will soon be shut oS. The 
Servians seem about to unite their fortunes with Russia, but there 
seems to be little need of it 

I fear that some items of interest may have escaped my 
notice during the month, but I hope no unreliable statementA 
have crept in. Hoping that the coming month may be more 
fruitful 'of agreeable events than the past has been, I remain. 

Very truly yours, 

B. B. SNOW, 
Historiographer, 



RECORD OF CURRENT EVENTS. 



Auburn, N. Y., Wednesday, Dec 12, 1877. 
My Dear Doctor Schliemann : 

t have become oonvinced that the historian should be a man 
of intense leisure, that he may abound in instructiye comparisons 
and philosophical deductions, which must otherwise be left for 
the reader to study out for himsell This would add an interest 
and value to history which is now largely lost Bare facts are 
uninteresting except for comparison*, and as uninviting as the 
multiplication table, except as foreshadowing repetitions. The 
abstract number ten has no charms ; connect \he word dollant 
with it, and it at once arrests the attention of the most stolid 
And this is what dissatisfies me with my record. I have barely 
time to note facts, none to devote to the philosophy of the facts. 
I should be glad to show why the mercury stands at 44" today, 
when it was at 42* yesterday : to predict which way the wind 
will be tomorrow from the fact that it is southwest today : to 
analyze the proceedings of the Common Council and calculate 
the chances of an extra session : to discuss the moral e£Eect 
of an extended session of the Board of Supervisors, and other 
matters of equal importance, but too many cares press upon me 

I am reminded that in my last month's report I neglected to 
mention the immolation of the brigade staff of this district, and 
the consolidation of the 49th Begiment with another brigade, 
with headquarters at Syracuse. This action places a large 
number of valiant officers of our local army upon the retired list 
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without pay. It is to be r^retted as tending to dampen military 
ardor in our community. Of course privates are somewhat essen- 
tial to any well appointed military organization, but the crown- 
ing glory of the cake is its frosting. To ride a horse which 
does not sheer at the sight of the bass drum, or '' rare up " at the 
noise of a firecracker on parade day, is one of the empyrean 
raptures due to the victories of peace. Again, on the field of 
battle one can reach the enemy so much more expeditiously on 
horseback, and retreat so much more speedily in case of disaster, 
that every conscientious private is justified in his ambition to 
win a place on the sta£ It is to be hoped that the 49th will not 
falter in its drill, or rifle practice, and that a staff, or at least 
part of one, will soon be given it to lean upoa Meantime, 
rioters and invaders will make a note of the Storke cadets, who 
will doubtless maintain their organization until they outgrow 
their uniforms. 

Today takes one back to the spring-time, by its genial warmth 
and bright sunshina The wind is barely sufficient to point 
the vane to the southwest, where it holds steadily during the 
day. Thermometer 44'. 

Mr. Perrigo tells me that the cocks have been crowing for the 
past two nights, indicating a change of weather. 

The news of the capture of Plevna by the Russians, with its 
whole garrison, is confirmed. A sortie was made, but the Bus- 
sianf lines were too strong to be broken. 

The Historical Society, last evening, was entertained by a 
most complete and interesting history of the press of Cayuga 
County, prepared and read by E. G. Storke, Esq. 

Senator Conkling today, succeeds in defeating the confirma- 
tion by the U. S. Senate, of the President's appointees for col- 
lector and naval officer, of the port of New York. 

Miss Nella F. Brown gives recitations in the evening, at the 
Opera House, in the Y. M. C. A. lecture course. 
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Thursday, Dec. 18th. — A good day to go fisbing, — dark, 
lowery and wann, with wind in the west, — not exactly the wind 
that old Isaac Walton would have preferred, but good enough 
for the time of year. The wind blows briskly during the day, 
changing to north in the late afternoon, bringing rain, which 
soon changes to snow. Thermometer 4S^ being 7" lower than 
at 7 A. M. 

George W. Bawson, a justice of the Supreme Court, di^ 
suddenly at Clyde, aged 68 years. 

Editors are so scarce, that any personal items concerning them 
always possess a rare interest I feel therefore, that I am 
especially fortunate in being able to include in my record, the 
marriage today, of Henry D. Peck, Esq., one of the editors of 
the Avbum Daily Advertiser^ to Miss Lydia, daughter of M. M. 
Olmsted, Esq., of this city. 

Friday, Dea 14th. — A day in marked contrast widi yester- 
day, cool, clear and bright, with west wind and thermometer 
at 82^ William F. Dean, long a respected resident of the city, 
died today, aged 70 yeara A beautiful halo around the moon 
in the evening, portends a storm at hand. 

Saturday, Dec 16th. — Warmer, with south wind, the sun 
obscured by light clouds. Thermometer 49*. A h'ght rain 
in the evening. Servia, having declared war against the Turk, 
today crosses the frontier and unites her fortunes with Bussia. 
There seems to be little risk in the step, and still in the event 
of complications, resulting in a general European war, it may be 
hazardous. 

By the way, the advent of Servia upon the stage of action, 
brings us a fresh invoice of those unpronounceable names with 
which Bussia and Turkey have been regaling us during the 
past season. I wonder how children learn to spell in those 
countries, and whether they pronounce the syllables as they 
spell. 
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I do not remember to hare seen any poetry written about 
the war. I sappose it is on account of these outlandish namea 
American poets, however enthusiastic and sympathetic, of 
course could do nothing. Imagine the mystic Lowell, the 
stately Bryant, the genial Longfellow, or the tender Whittier, 
attempting to harness such names as Todleben and Skobeleff, 
to say nothing of the names of their staff officers, to rhythmic 
measures. Walt Whitman might possibly do it, with his vigiu- 
tameters. Nor have I ever heard of a Bussian or a Turkish 
national air. I imagine it would needs be, rather, a national 
monsoon. What instrument could be devised that could safely 
render a Bussian *' Hail Columbia," or a Turkish " Yankee 
Doodle!" 

The northwestern sky is illuminated in the evening, by the 
burning of the Montezuma marshes. 

SuKDAT, Dea 16th. — A slightly cloudy morning, with west- 
erly wind, clearing in the afternoon, with the wind in the north. 
Thermometer 44^ 

Monday, Dea 17th. — ^Blue-Monday would be a misnomer 
for today, at least so far as the weather is concerned, for a 
fairer and balmier sunshine never smiled upon Bridget's well- 
loaded clothes-line, than today*& It seems as if the day might 
have been removed bodily from the late of April, and set down 
here in the middle of December. 

Was it an oriole that I saw this morning in the leafless trees, 
peeking up under the dead bird's-nests and pecking at the ungath« 
ered apples? There was the same lithe motion, the striped 
wings, the golden yellow breast tempered somewhat by the gray 
hue of winter, but the overflowing song was not heard, and the 
cherry-blossom was not there to welcome him. Still I more 
than half incline to think it was one of my old springtime friends, 
wandered up here to see how December deals with ua I felt 
like shooing him off, lest he get caught in a bleak north snow- 
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Storm. Thermometer 69^. The wind, which was south in the 
morning, was west at noon and north in the evening, — one of its 
August tricka 

The poet Whittier witnesses his 70th birthday today, <m whidi 
occasion the male contributors of the Atlantic entice him, much 
reluctant, to a complimentary dinner ; whereat the female con- 
tributors scold, some of them, because they were not asked to 
take part Wait till one of them gets to be 70 years of age I 

Dr. O. S. Taylor, of this city, reached his 94th birthday today. 
John B. Gough lectures at the Opera House in the evening, in 
the T. M. 0. A. coursa He is a matchless story-teller. 

The Common Council holds a regular session in the evening. 

Tuesday, Dea 18th. — ^The morning opens clear and cold with 
wind in the northeast, veering to the east at noon, and to the 
south in the evening. Thermometer 34^ The air has been 
crisp and bracing, and the sky cloudless. 

The Common Council holds an adjourned session in the even- 
ing and discusses contracts with the Water Works and Gas Com- 
panies without conclusion. 

Wednesday, Dec. 19th. — A strong southeast wind prevails, 
with occasional rain during the day, doubtless the consequence 
of a ring around the moon last night Thermometer 41*. 

There seems to be a strong neuralgic current in the air today. 
The nerves of irritable teeth stretch themselves and gape and 
roll over and curl up their backs and run their claws down 
deep into ones most sensitive being, until the sufferer yearns for 
a dentist's front steps to sit upon. 

A very complimentary concert was given Miss Jennie Brown, 
at the Academy of Music in the evening. 

Thursday, Dea 20th. — ^A dull dark morning, with drizzling 
rain from the north Thermometer 40*. 

An explosion in a confectionery establishment in Barclay St, 
New York, killed some ten persons and severely wounded 
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sereral others,and occasioned a loss of some $460,000 in property. 

The cause of the explosion is a mystery. 

Twenty-three tramps were lodged in the station house last 

evening. A unique specimen of this genus, came in my way 

today. His unkempt hair and rough beard, which 

''youth, icone out, 
Had left in ashes," 

his threadbare and ragged garments cinctured with a leathern 
girdle, and strapped around the calves of his legs with leathern 
thongs, his endlessly roomy shoes, in fact his whole make-up 
attested his descent in a direct line, from some patriarchal scare- 
crow. Across his shoulder rested a bundle of old umbrella 
frames and handles, and beside him on the ground stood a box 
which might have been his tool-chest His face was wan and 
pale, his breathing short, while a consumptive cough told plainly 
that the long journey was near its end. He leaned against a 
lamp post, looking wistfully across to the City Hall, as if that 
might be the mecca of his pilgrimaga Through what tortuous 
and rugged channels his river of life may have wound, in its 
turbid course hitherward, no one but himself may know. As 
I looked at him, I wondered if some unrevealed joy did not 
await him, when his heart should be gladdened, as some *' ninety 
and nine " welcomed him back to the fold 

Friday, Dea 21st — A dark morning, with southeast wind, 
brightening somewhat in the afternoon. Thermometer 44*. 

The graduates of the High School, hold their first alumni 
reunion at the High School building in the evening, followed 
by a supper at the Osborne House It was altogether, a credit- 
able and an enjoyable occasion. 

Saturday, Dec. 22nd.— The day is dark and warm, with 
wind in the southwest Thermometer 46*. An anxious, unset- 
tled look pervades the countenance of the early Christmas 
buyer today. 



116 BECOBD OF OUBRBNT SVfiNTB FOB DEOBUBSB. 

Su2n)AT, Dea 28rcL— A dull, dark day, with wind due east, 
conciliating the soaih slightly towards evening. Thermom- 
eter 42'. 

Moin)AT, Dec 24th. — A misty morning, and a dull cheerless 
day overhead. Thermometer 38*. The Board of Supervisors 
adjourned today, having been in session twenty-nine days. 

The streets are thronged with people during the day and 
evening, and Santa Glaus spends liberally of his savings, — in 
some instances, I fear, even draws upon his next year's pay. 
Everybody has a bundle, round, square, or oblong, all shapes 
and sizes. Children huddle about toy -shop windows, admiring 
the beautiful dolls, or laughing at the grotesque imagep, and 
wondering, doubtless, which it will fall to their lot to possess 
tomorrow. I hear people talk of the extravagance of Christmas 
gifts now-a-days, as compared with their day, when a striped 
stick of peppermint candy, or a tin whistle, or a barlow knife, was 
a mine of pleasure to the child. I think it smacks a little how- 
ever, of the stories the elders like to tell of what they had to do 
when they were boys. It is worth living in this last quarter of the 
19th century, if for nothing more than to see how Santa Claas 
has picked up in the world. 

Tuesday, Dec 25th. — Christmas mom ! There is something 
in the air that betokens the day. True, the frost of winter is 
lacking, and the white mantle which usually folds the earth in a 
Christmas glory, was not woven by the busy snow-flake for this 
Christmaa Still it is unmistakably Christmas. The quiet street, 
the genial sky, the pleased, contented faces of those you meet, 
all tell it On what other day does universal humanity glow 
with cordial good- will as on Christmas day ? God be praised for 
Christmas! From the staring doll in baby's stocking, to the 
memorial wreath which keeps grandma's memory green, it is alto- 
gether lovely. The morning opens with wind in the southeast, 
the sky slightly shaded by clouda Thermometer S8' at 1 p. m. 
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with wind in the northeast, and quite clear. A dense fog pre- 
vails in the evening. 

Wednesday, Dec 26th.— A dull, dark day, the wind slowly 
swinging from the northeast to north. Thermometer 42*. 

The papers speak of dandelions in bloom in the fielda I find 
unprotected pansies in bloom in my garden today. 

This weather must be a great disappointment to the wood- 
chuck, which is said to ha^e provided himself with an unusual 
coat of fur, in view of an approaching severe winter. Later in 
the sea.son, perhaps the investment will show his wisdouL 

Thursday, Dea 27th.— The north winds and clouds have 
little depressing effect as yet upon the mercury, which stands 
at40*. 

The county tax is advertised for collection today. The total 
tax upon the city is $108,102.89, being $11.42 tax per $1000. 

A cable dispatch announces that Trickett, the Australian 
oarsman, proposes to row against Courtney, for $10,000 and 
the championship of the world, on any neutral waters of the 
U. S. It is believed that the waters of the Owasco are about 
as neutral as can be found, and will probably be the scene of 
the contest during the coming season. I notice, by the way, 
that the water in the lake is reported to have risen 36 inches 
during the past six weeks. 

Friday, Dea 28th.— A bright day, but not cloudlesa The 
wind seems to be bewildered, some of the vanes indicating 
northeast, others north, and others south, or southwest The 
orthodox sentiment seems to be southwest, at which I record it 
Thermometer 45''. A case of juvenile delinquency is reported 
today, wherein two little girls, aged respectively 9 and 12 
years, have been engaged extensively in a systematic series of 
thefts from our merchants, a new feature in our community. 

The benefit concert at the Court House last evening, under 
the management of Isaac Mink, Esq., proved a failure, from the 
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fact, that the Louisiana concert troupe which was the star of 
the evening, stepped out from under Isaac at a critical moment, 
an4 too late for him to make other arrangementa It is to be 
hoped that our respected fellow citizen, suffered no considerable 
pecuniary loss, and that his laudable efforts to secure first class 
talent for our people, will meet with better success in futura 

Saturday, Dea 29th. — ^A dense fog prevails the whole day. 
The wind is northwest and the thermometer 80*. 

The absconding commissioner of excise. Murphy of New 
York, whose account is some $60,000 short, proves to have fled 
just beyond the Canadian frontier, where he would doubtless 
receive a commission with aa much complacency as did Sitting 
Bull 

A local paper records the fact of seeing a twig of cherry 
blossoms today, from a tree in the east part of the city. 

The newspapers are generally digging up facts about past sea- 
sons to compare with the present Even Simon Cameron tes- 
tifies to the fact that 26 years ago Christmas, he ate, at Harris- 
buig. Pa, peaches picked from the tree that morning. The old- 
est inhabitant is garrulous upon the subject of the weather. If 
he has kept no record, he scratches his head and tries to recall 
the year that we had a winter just like thisi He remembers 
that he was married in '21, that is a matter of record in the fam- 
ily bible ; but he can not quite remember whether it was the win- 
ter of 18 or '19 that the lake did not freeze over. 

Sunday, Dea SOth. — There is a weird look in the frosted 
trees and dull sky, as if the old year grieved its approaching end. 
The wind is due north, thermometer 26*, and the fog thickens 
as the day advances. The reported explosion in the Barclay 
street conifectionery establishment in New York, proves not to 
have been an explosion, but the disaster is thought to have been 
caused by the giving way of the walls of an adjoining building, 
which was stored beyond its strength with wool I notice in 
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the papers the announcement of the death of Amasa Chirtioe at 
St Paul, Minn., on the 18th instant in the 86th year of his aga 
Mr. Curtice was for many years a resident of this city and was 
a mason by trada 

Monday, Dea Slst — A bleak north wind prevails and the 
sky is dark with clouds. Thermometer 20*. A snow-storm of 
slender pretensions slowly whitens the ground in the afternoon. 
The average of the thermometer for the month has been 88.89*, 
the extremes being SB"" on the 17th, and 20* on the 81st On 
nine days only has the mercury been down to the freezing point 
There have been eight clear days during the month. 

President Hayes and wife conmiemorate their silver wedding 
today at the White House. This circumstance is not r^arded 
as indicating the President's policy on the silver bill A laborer 
named Peter Coffee was run over and killed by the cars at 
Cayuga. 

1878. TussDAT, January 1st— The New Year comes in 
gayly, with a light vesture of snow and a brilliant sunshine. 
The wind is west and the thermometer indicates 29*. 

One can scarce help being happy, the day is so pleasant 
The number of New Tear's callers is unusually large. Among 
the luzuriencies of this, as of every other New Year, are penny 
postage stamps and poetry. The extent of local correspondence 
is enormoua It seems as if every man you have met during 
the year, reports to you in items the exact cost of each inter- 
view. The neighborly chat with your grocer, as to whether a 
pair of chickens was more than two years old, is vividly recalled ; 
the confidential assurance of the merchant to your wife, that 
kU wife had a dress off from the same piece of calico which is 
incidentally mentioned in his note to you, and a thousand other 
incidents of like import, invest the correspondence with a lively 
interest Of course the correspondence is personal rather than 
historical, but I think it should be preserved. Your great- 
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great-grand-children will be delighted to learn in perasing it» 
that you did not buy kerosene by the pound, nor dress battons 
by the peck 

Then as to poetry, — the air is odorous with it, from the 
'Carrier's Address" to the "Poet's Oorner" in the newspaper, 
which expands itself liberally for the occasion. It is but 
natural In looking back over the departed year and seeing 
with vain regret the balance on the side of lost opportunity, we 
feel qualmish, and almost without effort overflow in rhyme 
There is nothing so efficacious in settling the mental stomach as 
the peppermint of poetry. I trust that every one has written 
at least a few lines this New Year, but I hope that it will not all 
be published. 

The State Legislature convenes and receives the Governor's 
message, — GenU James W. Husted being made speaker of the 
Assembly. 

The new County Officers take their places today, Sheriff 
Beed being the victim of a surprise party at the jail in the 
evening. 

Wbdnksday, Jan. 2nd. — The weather, which yesterday 
seemed to be taking a holiday, is today tending strictly to busi- 
nes& The morning opens with a westerly snow-storm, the wind 
veering to the north at 1 p. IL when the thermometer stands at 
20*, being 10* lower than in the morning. 

The Public Schools open, after their holiday reces& The 
Board of Education holds its r^ular monthly session at 12 H. 
having failed of a quorum last evening. 

The Police report shows 69 arrests for the month of Decem- 
ber, 27 of which were for intoxication. 217 tramps were fur- 
nished lodgings during the month, the largest number on record. 
This indicates the growing popularity of the Tramps' Hotel. 

Warren A. Worden, Esq., of this city is extradited to Guelph, 
Canada, by his appointment as Consular Agent at that placa 
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Ezekiel Gilbert, an old resident, died in the 7Srd year of his 
age. 

The fire companies hold their annual elections in the evening 
and elect oflBcers for the ensuing year. 

Thursday, Jan. Srd. — A cloudless morning with keen, crisp 
air, wind south, and the mercury six degrees below zero, advanc- 
ing to 20* above at 1 P. M. The day is cloudless throughout 
The Signal Service Bureau reports that not a flake of snow nor 
a drop of rain fell in the United States on New Year's day. 
The first frost of the season at Augusta, Ga., and at Jackson- 
ville, Pla, occurred on that day. Today heavy snows are 
reported in Virginia. An advance of 50 cents per ton in the 
price of coal is announced, making the cost of that commodity 
$5.50 per ton for stove coal delivered. 

Friday, Jan. 4th. — ^The morning opens with a blustering 
snow-storm from the south. The wind subsides towards noon 
but the snow falls steadily during the day. At 1 o'clock the 
wind is northeast and thermometer 18^ 

The peanut store, under the stairs at the head of North street 
remains closed during the day. As no notice that the proprie- 
tor has gone into liquidation, or has closed to take an account of 
stock, is affixed to the padlock, it is fair to presume that the 
temporary interruption in business is the result of the inclem- 
ency of the weather. The snow-plow is called into requisition 
in the afternoon to clear the tracks of the street railroads, and 
cutters and sleighs supplant wheeled vehicles for the first time 
this season. 

Further investigation leaves the cause of the Barclay street 
disaster a mystery, none of the theories so br advanced being 
satisfactory. 

A severe storm is reported on the Atlantic Ooast, and several 
vessels are reported lost 

Saturday, Jan. 6th. — A bright clear morning with cold 
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northwest wind, which works to the west towards noon and 
subsidea Thermometer 17*. 

The sleighing is excellent about the city, but the sudden and 
complete change in the weather will doubtless alfect the sani* 
tary condition, which has been unusually favorable thus far this 
winter. 

The new moon, holding in its lap a large dim globe like a 
great yellow nightmare^ sits upon a western cloud early in the 
evening but soon disappeara 

The artist, G. L Clough, has a sale of oil paintings in the 
evening. 

Sunday, Jan. 6th. — The wind seems to be swinging around 
the circle in search of a storm today. Starting in the south in 
the morning, it wanders around to the west at noon, then around 
by the northeast to east, and closes the day in the southeast 
The day is cloudy with sun-gleams in the afternoon, the ther- 
mometer 14* at 1 P. IL As the wind reached the northeast, the 
mercury went down to zero, but soon recovered, making a very 
variable temperature during the day. 

Monday, Jan. 7th. — A fine, sifting snow from the east The 
ice harvest commences today, the first load of the season being 
seen on the street The wind is west at 1 p. il with the ther- 
mometer at 14*, and a clear sky. Soon after, the wind com- 
mences its circuit around to the north and northeast, with slight 
snow. 

The house of Thomas Murphy, on Lansing street, was burned 
early this morning. 

A Circuit Court and Special Term of the Supreme Court 
commenced its session at the Court House, Judge Dwight pre- 
siding. The Common Council meets in the evening, the exciting 
topic before the Board being the claim of William Barry for two 
dollars, for killing a mad dog, which promises to assume as much 
importance as the Aurelius Avenue Bridge Question. 
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The week of prayer commenoea in the churches today. ; 

TuRSDATy Jan. 8. — A bleak, pierciog, soath wind prevails 
throaghoat the day, with a dall sky. Thermometer 16*. A 
local paper reports the mercary at from 10 to 20* below zero, 
which is only from 80* to 60* oat of the way, and may be a 
private dispatch from the North Pole, or may refer to the tem- 
peratare in other localities yesterday, from which an anusnally 
low temperature is reported 

Judge Day publishes his appointments of the terms of the 
County Court, for the coming two years. 

The several Banks of the city go through the formality of 
electing Directors and Bank officer& 

Of general events, much has transpired during the month in 
addition to what I have embodied in my daily record. 

Congress has done little, on account of a long holiday recess. 
The State Legislature has been in session scarcely long enough 
to organize. 

Some startling disclosures have been made in the financial 
world. Two prominent brokers in New York have fled their 
country, confessedly guilty of largely betraying their trusts, in 
fraudulently disposing of securities placed in their hands for 
loans, eta Two Presidents of Insurance Companies have been 
sent to State Prison, one for willfully, and the other for care- 
lessly, verifying false reports and statements of their companies. 

In the old world. General Grant has been *' sailing o'er liquid 
miles where Ischia smiles,'' interviewing the crater of Vesuvius, 
etc, and on Sunday last he and Stanley, the African explorer, 
were in conjunction at Alexandria, Egypt Stanley has been 
made the recipient of the Grand Cross of the order of Medjidie, 
from the Khedive of Egypt, which will pacify us until we get 
an obelisk. He goes to France and England where civilized 
honors await him, while the freedom of the cities of Thebes and 
Memphis doubtless await General Grant, or he may be made 



124 RECORD OF CURRENT EVENTS FOR JAKUARV. 

burgomaster of Gondokora The Khedive has not yet decided 
whether to present him the Spbjoz, or the Pyramid of Cheops, 
to bring home with him. 

The eastern war has progressed slowly since the fall of Plevna, 
on account of the severity of the weather. The five bridges 
built by the Russians across the Danube, have all been swept 
away by the ica Turkey has sought terms of peace through 
England, which Russia declined to entertain, preferring to treat 
with Turkey face to face. The Russians have lately advanced 
and occupied Sophia, a city in the line of march toward Adria- 
nople, and are reported to have sent cavalry through the Schipka 
Pass of the Balkans. The Servians have achieved some slight 
successes. Meantime the British Lion has been very much exer- 
cised, and has raged considerably at Russia for her reticence in 
withholding terms of peace. The other animals have, however, 
complacently licked their furs, and it is intimated that Germany 
and Austria know more of Russia^ intentions than Russia is 
willing to impart to England. The latter would doubtless 
declare war, upon the slightest pretext 

And here, my dear doctor, I leave my fragment of the record 
of the old year in your handa 

Very truly yours, 

R B. SNOW, 

Historiographer, 
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Auburn, N. Y., Wednesday, Jan. 9, 1878. 
My Dear Doctor Schltemann : 

I have been revolving in my mind the matter of a record of 
current events, and I have reached the conclusion that the colla- 
tion and preservation of facts is perhaps profitable ; but that 
any immediate philosophical deductions therefrom are not war- 
ranted. It is said that the pomice of the apple should be left 
in the cheese a suitable time before the juice is expressed, if 
you would have the best cider. So historical facts will doubt- 
less yield a better vintage, after lying in the mass to mellow 
and develop their flavor. This thought reconciles me somewhat 
to my task, for I am assured that by the time my record reaches 
your hand, the mixture will be in condition for the presa 

I find that this preface to my monthly communications affords 
an excellent opportunity to patch up the little holes in my pre- 
vious month's record, and to make my peace with any irregu- 
larities in the presentation of facts, which may have occurred. 
For instance, I am kindly reminded by a friend, that my 
incredulity as to the existence of Russian, or Turkish national 
airs, is ill founded, — that at least two Russian national airs have 
found their way to our shores, and have been incorporated in 
our church music. I more than half suspected that such might 
be the case when I penned the observation, and still I could 
scarcely conceive a strain of a sufficient number of beats to the 
measure, and of sufficiently pliable and elastic rhythm, to compass 
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the agglomeration of consonants that characterizes the Bassian 
tongue. I recall the insinuation however with the most cheer- 
fal alacrity, for I remember that the Bussian bear was a very 
well behaved animal during our nation's time of trial, and I 
would be far from giving utterance to anything that would dis- 
turb the peaceful relations between our government and our 
most sympathetic power in Europe. 

The weather has been scarcely demonstrative enough to war- 
rant me in characterizing the day. The vanes have pointed 
south, rather from yesterday*s habit, than because there was any 
wind. The sky has been overcast and the mercury stood al 
40* at 1 P. IL 

The Historical Society last evening listened to a very inter- 
esting paper prepared and read by J. Lewis Orant, Esq., on the 
'' Early Methods of Transportation in Cayuga Oounty." 

A Sunday School Teachers' institute, under the charge of 
Bev. Dr. John H. Vincent, commenced its session today at the 
Oentral Presbyterian church. Victor Emanuel, King of Italy, 
died today, and his son is proclaimed King Humbert I 

Dr. Vincent lectures in the evening in the Y. M. C. A. 
course, subject, "That Boy." 

The Colored Military Company, Captain John Peterson com- 
manding, give their first annual hop at the Academy of Musie 
in the evening. 

Congress resumed session after the holiday recess, but with- 
out a quorum in either House. 

Thursday, Jan. 10th. — ^The weather, which went to bed last 
night clear and bright, gets up this morning with an easterly 
rain, which continues most of the day. Thermometer 42*. 

The wind southeast at noon, changes to northwest in the 
evening, with copious rain. 

Lester V. Keyes died today at the age of 7S, after an illness 
of some two or three months' duration. He had been for many 
years a respected citiaeen, engaged in the hat trade 
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Elizabeth Long, an elderly lady^ walking npon the track of 
the N. Y. C. R, near the depot, was ran over by an engine and 
instantly killed. 

Charles C. Marsh, for many years a resident of this city but 
latterly of Pennsylvania, died at Mount Joy, Pa., at the age of 
6L 

Friday, Jan. 11th. — The rain of last evening changed to 
snow, and this rooming a damp northwest snow-storm prevails, 
changing to rain about nooa Thermometer 88*. It was 
throughout a slushy, disagreeable day. 

Horace B. Oilbert, Deputy Postmaster, and for thirty years 
connected with the Post Office in this city, died suddenly this 
morning, at the age of 68. 

Saturday, Jan. 12th. — A dull, dark morning with north 
wind. Thermometer 81*, dark and misty. 

Oilmore's Band gives a concert at the Opera House in the 
evening. 

Sunday, Jan. 18th. — A southeast wind, mild and cloudy. 
Thermometer 84*. A brisk rain sets in late in the evening and 
continues during the night * 

Monday, Jan. 14th. — ^The wind still south, dark and cloudy. 
Thermomer 89*. The wind veers to the west in the afternoon, 
bringing rain, followed by snow in the evening. 

Tuesday, Jan. 15th. — The ground is nicely covered with 
snow this morning, but not sufficient to make sleighing. Ther- 
mometer 80*, wind northwest, and a busy snow-storm prevailing 
at 1 P. K. 

Brotherton today secures a respite for one week. A serious 
railroad disaster, caused by the giving way of a bridge, occurred 
at Tariffville, near Hartford, Conn., by which thirteen lives 
were lost The two sisters McCargar, residents of the town of 
Locke, who were engaged in teaching school in Connecticut, 
were among the victims of the disaster. Gold declined to 101} 
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today, the lowest point toached since the advance daring the 
war. 

Wkdnbsday, Jan. 16th. — A cool, annny day, with wind in 
the northwest. Thermometer 18*. Whitelaw Beid, of the New 
York Tribune, and Judge Bassell, of St. Lawrence County, are 
elected regents of the university, by the state legislature, to fill 
the vacancies occasioned by the resignation of (General Dix, and 
the death of Chancellor Pruyn. James T. Fields lectures in the 
Y. M. C. A. course on " Fiction — Ancient and Modern." 

Samuel Bowles, widely known as the editor of the SpringJuM 
Bepvblican, died today, after a protracted illness, aged 61 yearsL 

Thursday, Jan. 17th. — A dark, threatening morning with 
wind northwest, but warmer, the lower current of air being from 
the south. Thermometer 24*. The two little girls, charged 
with stealing from several stores, plead guilty before the Court 
of Oyer and Terminer, now in session, and are sentenced to the 
Bochester Penitentiary. The party mentioned in my record of 
November 27th, pays a penalty of $500 in United States Court 
at Albany, for his indiscretion in attempting to smu^le goods 
acra<^ the Canadian frontier. 

Friday, Jan. 18th. — Dark and cloudy, with the upper current 
of air from the northwest, and the lower current from the south. 
Thermometer 38*. In the afternoon it is clear, warm, and 
bright, with south wind. A farmer's wagon loaded with grain 
and dressed geese, is run over by the cars at the Washington 
street crossing of the N. Y. C. R R No damage except to the 
wagon and its contents. 

Saturday, Jan. 19tb. — A clear, warm day, with south wind. 
Thermometer 48'. 

Sunday, Jan. 20th. — Cloudy, but mild, with south wind. 
Thermometer 44*. A brisk rain in the evening. 

Monday, Jan. 21st — Lowery and dark, with south wind. 
Thermometer 46**. 
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The trial of Edmund M. Hoppins, for killing Philip J. Proud- 
fit, commenced today and a jury was empaneled therefor. 

The Egyptian Obelisk, which has been recuperating from its 
sea-sickness at Ferrol, Spain, arrived at Gravesend today. 

The Bussian Army enters Adrianople, which had been evacu- 
ated by the Turks pursuant to an agreement for an armistice. 
Professor Reynolds secures some notoriety at Union Springs, 
on account of an attempt to arrest him in the midst of a lecture, 
for not having taken out a license. It was the outgrowth of 
ill-feeling among the local authorities. 

The Common Council meets in the evening and confirms a 
contract with the Water Works Company, for three years, at 
$16,000 per year, and appoints a committee to revise the city 
charter. 

Tuesday, Jan. 22nd. — A lowery, dark day, with west wind. 
Thermometer 34*. 

The counsel for Brotherton secures a stay of proceedings 
till April 2nd, to make application for a new trial. A slight 
snow falls in the evening. 

Wednesday, Jan. 28rd. — A bleak, piercing, northwest wind, 
with light snow. Thermometer 4*, — the severest day of the 
season thus far. 

King Alfonso of Spain, marries the Princess Mercedes today, 
with great pomp and ceremony. 

Edward J. Collins, founder of the Collins' line of steamships, 
died today, aged seventy-nine years. 

The agricultural works of A. W. Stevens & Son, the leading 
industry of Genoa village, are destroyed by fire in the evening. 

Thursday, Jan. 24th. — ^A southwest wind and a bright day 
succeed the storm of yesterday. Thermometer 25* 

The trial of Hoppins at the Court House, excites a greater 
degree of popular interest than any trial since that of the negro 
Freeman, upwards of thirty years aga The court room is 
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thronged, and the sympathy of the public seems to be intense 
in favor of the accused. 

Friday, Jan. 25th. — Another bright, but not cloudless day, 
with wind in the southeast. Thermometer 42*. 

Dr. Hugh Prondfit, one of the principal witnesses against 
Hoppins, dies this morning after a brief illness. The trial of 
Hoppins is concluded, resulting in his acquittal. He marries 
his affianced, a Miss Turner, who has been by his side during 
the whole trial, at the house of a friend in the evening. In 
view of this case, how forcible and apt is the immortal statement 
that " truth is stranger than fiction." What an opportunity for 
a first-class tale, not simply " founded on fact," but a fact in 
itself, with all the accessories and concomitants of the modern 
novel! An incensed brother in a moment of phrensy, slays 
with a base-ball club, the betrayer of his sister; pines in a 
felon's cell six months and seven days, where he is devotedly 
ministered unto and cheered by his faithful, young, rich, beau- 
tiful, black-eyed, intelligent affianced ; the terrible ordeal of a 
five days' trial ; the sudden death of the principal witness 
against the accused, in the midst of the trial ; the stalwart arm 
of the champion oarsman of America, sustaining the prisoner 
in court; the agony of suspense during the three hours and 
twenty minutes of the jury's deliberation ; the triumphant 
acquittal by the twelve good men and true; the wild and irre- 
pressible joy of the spectators ; the immediate retirement to 
the hospitable home of a benevolent and sympathetic female 
physician; the solemnization of the marriage by the village 
pastor ; the going west ; the end 1 Rarely is such a plot at the 
disposal of an author. 

The Caledonian Club celebrates the anniversary of the birth 
of Burns in the evening. 

Col. J. Dean Hawley is elected Brigadier-General of the 
New Brigade, at the election held in Syracuse. 
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Saturday, Jan. 26th. — A dull, dark day with southwest 
wind. Thermometer 39*, with light rain. A meeting of citi- 
zens at the Court House, called by the mayor, to consider 
amendments to the city charter, appoints an elaborate committee 
of three from each ward, and adjourns. 

Sunday, Jan. 27th. — Another dull, dark day with southwest 
wind. Thermometer 39*. A wet snow falls in the evening. 
The Wall Street Methodist Church, which has been under- 
going extensive repairs, is re-dedicated today. The body of 
young Bryant, drowned in Cayuga Lake on the 3rd inst, is 
found today. 

Monday, Jan. 28tL — Colder, with north wind and snow. 
Thermometer 16'. A Mr. A R Davis, of Syracuse, enlight- 
ened an audience at the Court House in the evening, on Gov 
ernment Reform and kindred topics. 

Tuesday, Jan. 29th. — A cloudless, beautiful day, with cold 
north air. Thermometer 22*. Miss Helen Potter completes the 
Y. M. C. A course, with readings and personations at the Opera 
House in the evening. 

Wednesday, Jan. 30th. — Another bright, cloudless day, 
with wind still north. The mercury, which stood at zero in the 
morning, advances to 22'' at 1 p. M. The State Senate confirms 
the nomination of Benj. S. W. Clark, warden of the Sing Sing 
Prison, for Superintendent of Public Works, having previously 
rejected the nominations made by the governor, of Messrs. 
Fairchild and Magone, for that position. 

An extra session of the Board of Supervisors is called for 
next Monday. The general committee, appointed to revise the 
city charter, meet at the Court House in the evening and appoint 
a large number of sub-committees. 

Thursday, Jan. 31st — The wind still holds in the north, 
with the lower current from the east, and indications of a storm. 
Thermometer 24*, cloudy. A brisk easterly snow-storm sets in 



132 RECOKD OF CURRENT EVENTS FOR FEBRUARY. 

between 8 and 4 o'clock P. M. The steanaship, Metropolis, from 
Philadelphia for Para, Brazil, was stranded in a sinking condition 
on the North Carolina coast, near the scene of the Huron dis- 
aster, and about 100 persons perished. She was laden with 
railroad iron, and had a large number of passengers, who were 
engineers and skilled workmen, going to Brazil to build a rail- 
road. The vessel proves to have been unseaworthy. 

The average of the mercury for the month has been 28.6*, the 
extremes being 48* on the 19th, and 4* on the 23rd, I have 
been quite interested in examining a record of the weather for 
the month of January, 1778, just one hundred years aga 
The temperature seems to have been quite even, ranging from 
34* to 47* with considerable snow and rain. The severest criti- 
cism is upon the 14th, which is characterized as " an exceeding 
wet, churlish day.*' This however, was in London. I suppose 
there wasn't any weather here, to speak of, at that time, or if 
so, that no record of it was kept 

Preliminaries of peace and an armistice were agreed upon and 
signed by the representatives of Russia and Turkey at Adria- 
nople today. 

Friday, February Ist — Happy is the man this morning whose 
sidewalk does not extend around the corner, — that is compara- 
tively happy, for the proprietor of even a limited frontier has 
a dismal prospect of shoveling before hinL Twenty-two inches 
of snow fell last night and a complete blockade exists this morn- 
ing. The street cars are not running and the trains on the 
Central road are much delayed. The wind still holds north. 
Thermometer 80*, cloudy. 

George Cruikshank, the celebrated English caricaturist, died 
today in the 86th year of his age. 

Saturday, Feb. 2nd. — Candlemas day. Why the bear 
should emerge from his den today to seek for his shadow, rather 
than upon any other day, T have never heard explained. Still 
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such is the tradition handed down to us from the early settlers. 
It must be a near-sighted bear that can not see his shadow today, 
for it is cloudless and the snow is dazzlingly bright, so I suppose 
the bear mournfully returns to his couch for the six weeks' nap. 

The wind is still rigidly north and the thermometer 24*. 

The track is becoming beaten down so that the sleighing is 
passably good. The police report shows sixty-four arrests for 
January, thirty-four of which were for drunkennesa 

Mr& Eliza Underwood, relict of the late Amos Underwood 
of this city, died in Chicago today, at the age of seventy yeara 
Alexander S. Johnson of Utica, judge of the United States 
Circuit Court, died at Nassau, N. P., at the age of sixty-one 
years. 

Sunday, Feb. 8rd. — The morning opens cold, cloudless and 
bright, the trees delicately frosted and glistening in the sunlight 
The mercury settled to 6* below zero, during the night A 
peculiarity of the frosting of the trees is that it is deposited 
wholly on the south side of the twigs, the wind being north. 
At 1 p. M., the wind is south, with thermometer at 24'', and 
cloudless. The new moon, "tranced in unspeakable blue," 
escorts the evening star down the western sky, at early twilight 

Monday, Feb. 4th.— Another cloudless morning, with wind 
in the south. The mercury stands at zero in the morning, but 
advances to 34'' at 1 P. M., with wind southwest 

The Board of Supervisors meet in extra session, and pro- 
ceed to respond to the charge of the late grand jury, touching 
their extravagance in auditing a claim of some $1,200 for 
painting and papering at the Court Housa Probably the 
expense of the extra session will not exceed from $300 to $600, 
but it is extremely doubtful whether the county will be pecun- 
iarily benefited to that extent 

The bell-punch is introduced today on the street railroad line 
as an amusement to the passengers, and an incentive to the 
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honesty of the conductors. The Common Council meets in the 
evening, and ineffectually attempts to fix the responsibility for 
the failure to make a coal contract for the city for the current 
year. 

Tuesday, Febt 6th. — One of the most unenviable positions 
in private life at this season of the year, is to stand upon the 
peak of the roof of the domestic domicile, leaning upon a snow 
shovel, and deliberating which side of the roof to shovel off 
first It is not unlike being drafted. The volunteer who falls 
facing the foe, is buried with military honors, and his name 
goes down to posterity embalmed in patriotic associations. The 
drafted man however, who falls, is buried a few inches below 
the surface on the battle-field, and usually compasses a small 
share of glory. So, the man who is forced by dripping ceilings, 
to adopt desperate measures to repel the invasion of the melting 
snow. The prospect of being dragged heels-foremost out of a 
snowbank, half suffocated, with a broken limb or possibly a 
broken neck, has few of the elements of glory in it I think 
the preferable course is to hire a substitute, and stand below, 
in the capacity of an officer, and give commands as to how it 
shall be done. 

The sky is still cloudless and bright, with wind in southwest 
Thermometer 86*. Albert H. Qoss, for many years a resident 
of this city, prominent in business and widely esteemed, died in 
Brooklyn at the age of 65. Major John J. Letchworth, of this 
city, is announced as our sole representative upon the new 
brigade staff 

The board of education meets in regular session in the evening. 

Wednesday, Feb. 6th. — The wind varies from southwest to 
southeast, but the sky keeps clear. Thermometer 40*. A false 
alarm of fire calls out the several hose companies shortly before 
nine o'clock in the morning. 

Thursday, Feb. 7th.— A day of rare beauty. The soft air 
from the south is as balmy as in spring-time, and the sky is 
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perfectly doudlesa The roar of the distant waterfall, however, 
portends an end to the clear weather, which has now been con- 
tinuous for six daya Thermometer 50^. Pope Pius IX, died 
at Rome today, after a lingering illness, in the 86th year of his 
age. He has been pope thirty-two years. Matthew Keirsch, of 
Elmira, holds a Greenback mass meeting at the Court House 
in the evening. 

Friday, Feb. 8th. — ^The morning opens warm and cloudy, 
with wind in the southeast At 1 P. M., the wind veers to the 
east and northeast, the mercury drops 3*, to 47*, and a steady 
rain sets in. 

The supervisors complete their defence to the accusation of 
the grand jury and adjourn. The conclusion reached was that 
the grand jury based their finding upon insufficient evidence, 
which was a very considerate verdict for a body trying them- 
selves. A resolution that the members of the board make no 
charge against the county for their services during the extra 
session, gave way to one that it was inexpedient for them to do 
sa Matthew Keirsch, Attorney General Warren T. Worden, 
and Senator Barak B. Willey, enlighten the Throopsvillians on 
the greenback question in the evening. The greenback cam-' 
paign seems to be fairly opened. 

Saturday, Feb. 9th. — The rain continued far into the night, 
making serious inroads upon the body of snow, but not enough 
to destroy the sleighing. The morning opens dark with a misty 
snow sifting from the north. Thermometer 26*. A brisk snow- 
storm about 2 p. M. promises to preserve the excellent sleighing. 

Sunday, Febt 10th. — A dull, cloudy day, with north wind. 
Thermometer 87*. 

A professedly reformed Catholic, under the name of A P. 
Develin, lectures at the Court House on a variety of topics, with 
temperance for an announced subject 
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The new Armory was bailed out today, 810 pailfuls of water 
being dipped out I think it was a mistake to do it, for in view 
of the fact of the dismemberment of our Brigade staff, by which 
we are shorn of much of our military prestige, and of the supe- 
rior facilities for water communication possessed by the Armory, 
a valid claim might have been made upon Congress for an 
appropriation to establish it as a naval station. 

Monday, Feb. 11th.— Cooler and cloudy, with north wind. 
Thermometer 18*. 

Hon. Gideon Welles, one of the famous war cabinet of Presi- 
dent Lincoln, died today in the 76th year of his aga 

Captain Gea H. McKenzie, the champion chess player of 
America, commences a session with our city amateurs today, at 
the Osborne House. 

A law and order meeting, having the object of taking steps to 
repress the unlicensed sale of spirituous liquors, is held at the 
Court House in the evening, whereat a committee is appointed to 
interview the mayor and other officiala 

Tuesday, Feb. 12th. — A brighter day, but cloudy,with south- 
erly wind, and thermometer at 82*. The Boards of Eegistry 
hold their first meeting today, preparatory to the spring charter 
election. 

An alarm of fire in the afternoon was occasioned by a slight 
fire in a house on Parker street 

In the outside world, events of much importance, other than 
those I have noted in my daily record, have transpired during 
the montL The Busso-Turkish war has progressed rapidly 
towards its end, so far as the power of resistance by the Turks 
is concerned, and negotiations for peace have been instituted. 
The Russians have achieved marked successes, notably the cap- 
ture of an entire Turkish army of 26,000 men and 100 guns 
in the Balkan passes, and are pushing on towards the Turkish 
capital. The Servians have fought with varying success, as 
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allied of Bassia, but with the general result in their favor. 
The Oreeks, at a late day, awoke to the situation and their 
army crossed over into Thessaly, kicked at the tailfeathers of 
prostrate Turkey, and returned across the frontier as soon as 
Turkey fluttered, with a total loss of three wounded and one 
prisoner. It is scarcely probable that this campaign will inspire 
another Iliad from any mute, inglorious Homer of modern 
Greece: Meantime, Great Britain is not a little exercised at the 
successes of Bussia, and is working up to a war fever, in view 
of real or fancied peril to her interests in the east Stanley 
has arrived in London and is busily writing up his explorations 
for publication. He is rather coldly received in England, as 
compared with the enthusiasm of other nations over his dis- 
coveries. It is hinted that possibly he ought not to have been 
reared in America, or else not have presumed to explore as 
much of Africa as he haa 

General Grant seems to have got beyond the range of the 
reporter and may possibly be making a tour of exploration of 
the interior of Africa. 

Congress has been giving its entire energies to a considera- 
tion of the silver question, but thus far without definite result, 
while the state legislature has as yet accomplished little except 
in the way of getting ready to do a great deal, by and by. 

New York city has been startled by the voluntary and unex- 
pected re-appearance in court, of Harry Genet, one of the old 
Tweed Bing, who has been a fugitive from justice for some five 
years, and now returns to make application for a new trial of 
the charges against him. 

In the scientific world, the important announcement is made, 
that a chemist of Paris, and another of Geneva, Switzerland, 
have succeeded in liquefying all the gases, a result which has 
been hitherto unsuccessfully sought for many years, by scientific 
men. It was accomplished by subjecting the gases to great 
pressure at a temperature of SOO* centigrade, or 540" Fahrenheit, 
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below zera The immediate practical application of the dis- 
covery, will doubtless be the avoidance of low stages of temper- 
ature by many of our public speakers and writers. 

I have not thought it necessary to note the large number of 
defalcations and failures in business throughout the country 
during the month. Happily our immediate locality has thus far 
been spared these deplorable exhibitions of fiducial betrayal 
and wild business management A characteristic exhibition of 
the folly of conflict between labor and capital has been manifest 
in the Crispin strike, at Lynn, Mass., resulting in the entire dis- 
comfiture of the Crispin Association, and the displacement of 
its members by laborers who were glad to secure their deserted 
benches. 

And here, my dear doctor, is another resting place. Trust- 
ing that I am not becoming so uninteresting as to necessitate 
the use of a book mark to keep your placa I remain, 

Very truly yours, 

R B. SNOW, 
nUtoriographer, 
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Auburn, N, Y., Wednesday, Feb. 13tb, 1878. 
My Dear Doctor Schliemann : 

Last evening witnessed the first anniversary of the Cayuga 
County Historical Society, through whose instrumentality our 
acquaintance was inaugurated. I confess that I indulged in a 
quiet exultation at the results accomplished in an unostentatious 
way by the society during the first year of its existence,, and I 
' was led to the pleasing reflection, that while the busy toilers of 
today might look lightly upon our efforts, you, at least, as you 
delved among our records and pored over our manuscripts, 
would be grateful to us that we had rescued from the past and 
garnered from the passing, even the shreds of history which 
might otherwise have passed into oblivion. 

The society was last evening regaled by an excellent address 
from the president, Bev. Dr. Hawley, and by a complete and 
interesting report from the custodian, Dennis R Alward, Esq., 
both of which were ordered to be published. 

An interesting feature of the treasurer's report showed no 
necessity for the passage of the silver bill. The day is cloudy 
with north wind and thermometer at 82''. 

The British fieet passed through the Dardanelles today, en roiUe 
for Constantinople, in face of the denial of permission thereto 
by Turkey. The sleighing is remarkably fine and everybody 
seems to be enjoying it, either as participants or observers. 
Notably, South street is the center of much interest, where trot- 
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ters are speeded to the inteDse delight of a throng of men and 
youth of leisure, who line the street as lookers-on and judges of 
the merits of the different animak. 

Thursday, Feb. 14th.— A lovely day for Valentine's day, 
notwithstanding predictions of rain by "Old Probabilitiea" 
The sky is cloudless with wind in the east and thermometer 
at 36^ 

It was the custom formerly for the newspapers, annually, to 
give an elaborate account of the origin of the custom of sending 
valentinea I see no such account this year, from which I infer 
that interest in the custom is waning. Occasionally, some timid 
swain sends a missive of bashful affection to the object of his 
adoration, but these cases are exceptional. The mass of valen- 
tines of late years are caricaturea A small trap-shoot took 
place at the fair grounds between Lewis of Syracuse and Con- 
ner of Auburn, Lewis winning. 

The Homestead of Daniel Webster, at Marshfield, was burned 
today, and many valuable relics were destroyed. At a Green- 
back Congressional District Convention, held at Newark, Sena- 
tor B. B. Willey is made delegate to the National Greenback 
Convention at Toledo, and Attorney General Warren T. Wor- 
den is made chairman of the congressional district committee 
The positions are both honorary, no salary attaching to either. 

Friday, Feb. 15th. — Not so pleasant as yesterday. The 
east wind of the morning veers to the south at noon, with 
thermometer at 85** and light snow. 

The committee on revision of the charter, meets in the even- 
ing and reports progress, asking leave to sit again, which was 
granted. 

The fine sleighing and bright moonlight induce many sleigh- 
riding partiea Far into the night the laughter and song of 
these merry-makers, returning to their homes, provoke the 
envy of uninvited sleepers whose sleigh-rides are in dreams only. 
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I have often wished these moonlight excursionists one addi- 
tional joy, a string of old fashioned sleighbells. The jingling 
of modern bells like a bunch of keys, is tame, compared with 
the melodious ringing of the bells of other days, such as 
inspired the tintinnabulations of Poe's muse — the bells in the 
middle of the string as large as pumpkin apples, and tapering 
either way, to the size of seedling potatoes — there was glee ; that 
was a sturdy compliance with the law requiring bells to be worn, 
which is still on the statute book, but so old as to have become 
decrepit 

Judge Samuel Blatchford, formerly a resident of this city, 
was today promoted by the President, from the position of 
district judge, to that of circuit judge of the U. S. court, in 
place of Judge Johnson, deceased. 

Capt McKenzie's chess tourney closed today, after a very 
pleasant tilt with our local amateurs, none of whom were able 
to cope successfully with the champion. 

Saturday, Feb. 16th.— The day is bright, but shadowed by 
clouds, and warm from the south wind. The wind veers to 
the west at noon and the mercury marks 37^ 

The U. S, Senate passes the Bland silver bill today, after a 
long contest, by a vote of 48 to 21. It was materially amended 
from the original house bill, and goes back to the house for 
concurrence. 

Sunday, Feb. 17th. — The day opens mild, with south wind, 
and cloudy. About noon a brisk wet snow-storm sets in and 
the wind soon changes to northeast Thermometer 36'. A 
successful exhibition of the Bell telephone is given at the 
Southern Central Telegraph office, communication being had 
with Elmira, over a circuit of 140 milea 

Monday, Feb. 18th. — The morning opens bright and cloud- 
less, with north wind and thermometer well down towards zero, 
' rising to 20^ at 1 p. M. The Common Council meets in the 
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evening and defers action on the contract with the Gas Li^tCa, 
the proposition being to contract for three and one-half years, 
at $26 per street lamp, and $2.50 per thoasand for city buildingsL 
The connmittee to accept the donation of Lyman Soule, Esq,, 
of land for a cemetery, reported that Mr. Soule had deeded the 
land to trustees, and that no further action was demanded of 
the city. The Reform Club give a pecuniarily successful sociable 
at their rooms, over the post-office, in the evening. 

Tuesday, Feb. 19th. — A clear, cold day, with north wind, 
the mercury advancing from zero in the morning, to 27" at 1 p. m. 

The annual town meetings are held today, throughout the 
county, for the election of supervisors and town officera Of 
the supervisors elected, seventeen are Republican, five Demo- 
crat, and one Greenback. 

Master^ Willie Hills, a lad of 14, tested the thickness of his 
skull today, by the accidental discharge of a Remington revol- 
ver, without fatal result The experiment, though perhaps sat- 
isfactory to the operator under the circumstances, will doubt- 
less be repeated at intervals, with varying success, by other 
curious and careless boys, so long as they have access to firearms. 

A drawing room entertainment, in aid of the Women's Chris- 
tian Temperance Union, was given at the residence of Mrs. Chas. 
P. Williams, in the evening, which proved a gratifying social 
and pecuniary success. The state association of school commis- 
sioners and city superintendents convened at Utica today. 

Wednesday, Feb. 20th. — Warmer, with brisk south wind, 
and cloudy. Thermometer 34*. A slight rain in the afternoon 
and evening. 

At Rome today. Cardinal Pecci, is elected Pope, on the 3rd 
ballot, and assumes the title of Leo XIIL He is the 285th 
pontiff of the Roman church. 

The committee on revision of the charter meet at the Court 
House, but make little progress. 
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A curious feature of the late town election in Sterling was 
the fact that the issue seems to have been a re-trial of the late 
celebrated Hoppins case. Hoppins appears to have been con- 
victed in this last trial by a considerable majority, but it is not 
probable that he will be hanged under the verdict This issue 
will doubtless enter into the politics of the town, for many years 
to come. 

Thursday, Feb. 21st — A clouded day, with slight rain from 
the south. Thermometer 44**. The silver bill, as passed by 
the senate, is passed by the house today, by a vote of 176 to 52 
and goes to the president for approval Governor Robinson 
prefers charges to the state senate against Mr. Smyth, superin- 
tendent of the insurance department, for exacting exorbitant 
fees contrary to law. The representatives of the diflEerent fire 
companies meet and choose J. H. Morris for chief engineer of 
the fire department 

The Storke cadets give their first annual infantry ball, at the 
Academy of Music, in the evening. The success of the affair 
was only equalled by the anticipation of its projectors. 

Friday, Feb. 22nd. — The anniversary of Washington's birth- 
day creates little enthusiasm in the weather or in community. 
The day is dull and rainy, with southeast wind, and thermom- 
eter at 42^ The sleighing is becoming much impaired by the 
warm weather and rain. The banks and public offices are closed 
and flags are displayed by those who have them. Announce- 
ment is made that Frank P. Casey of this city, assistant sur- 
geon in the Russian Army, stationed at Bucharest, has been 
honored with the badge of the **Star of Roumania," for faith- 
ful discharge of his duties. 

I notice in the local papers of today, the announcement of 
the solemnization, by his honor. Police Justice Teller, of the 
nuptials of Mrs. Louisa A. King and Andrew H. King, of this 
city. Some months ago, the connubial felicity of this couple, 
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which for maoy years had made their hoiuehold enjoyable, was 
interrapted, to the extent that the fair Lonisa sought the inter- 
vention of the courts to secure a separation, which was effected. 
Standing, as it were, upon one foot in sober contemplation and 
solitude, she, at length, relented of her purpose and yearned 
for the companionship of her former partner, who was wander- 
ing disconsolately in the adjoining pasture, and resolved to give 
herself anew to his fostering care and protection. May their 
new honeymoon grow into the full of unclouded connubial joy. 

Saturday, Feb. 23rd. The wind gradually works around 
to the north, with drizzling rain and fog in the afternooa 
Thermometer iO*. Damages from the late rains are reported 
at Port Hope, Canada, in California, and other localities. The 
sleighs give place to wheels today, the sleighing being exhausted. 

Miss Nella F. Brown gave readings at the Opera House, 
under the auspices of the Y. M. C. A. 

Sunday, Feb. 24th. — The wind changed to the west yester- 
day afternoon, where it has held steadily today. The sky has 
been thickly clouded, with thermometer at 32^ 

Monday, Feb. 26th. — ^A dusky day, with northwest wind. 
Thermometer 31^ A light snow during the afternoon, and 
quite brisk squalls at intervals in the evening. 

An altercation between two brothers of the Lillis family, 
residing on Mechanic street, disturbed the usual quiet of the 
Lillis mansion in the evening. A shot gun and two barrels of 
a revolver were discharged by one of the brothers at the other, 
but as both weapons were charged with too fine shot, and the 
aim was not in accordance with national guard practice, the 
target brother escaped with unimportant injuriea 

Tuesday, Feb. 26th. — The wind holds steadily west, with 
bright, clear sky, and thermometer at 31*. 

The canal appraisers meet at the Court House, to hear the 
claims of damnified proprietors of lands along the Owasoo Lake, 



RECORD OF CURRENT EVENTS FOR FEBRUARY. 145 

suffering from the rise of water therein, occasioned bj using 
the lake as a feeder for the canal. The session was adjourned 
to May 28th, ^^ithout taking any testimony. 

The Workingmen and Oreenbackers hold their caucuses in 
the several wards, in the evening, nominating local tickets, and 
selecting delegates to their city convention. 

Wednesday, Feb. 27th. — Wind still west, and the sky 
cloudless. Thermometer 42*. 

The committee on the revision of city charter meet at the 
Court House in the evening, but as usual of late, fail of a quorum. 
The second in the series of collisions on the Central Railroad, 
occurred near Weedsport today. No lives were lost, but 
much damage to cars resulted. 

Thursday, Feb. 28th. — These bright days are pleasantly 
wearing away our winter. The mild southwest wind and 
cloudless sky of the forenoon, with a temperature of 46*, is like 
the winter's benediction. The afternoon clouds however, the 
wind veers to the northwest, and possibly March may come 
in like a lion. The president today vetoes the silver bill, when 
both houses immediately pass the bill by more than the requisite 
two-thirds vote, the house by 196 to 73 and the senate by 46 
to 19. This is said to be the first instance in which a bill has 
been passed over the president's veto on the same day the veto 
was received. 

The Workingmen's and Greenback city convention meet 
and nominate Mr. A. T. Walley for mayor. There is some- 
thing in the make-up of the convention, that would indicate that 
one of the chief political parties already in existence had con- 
tributed largely to the membership of the new organization. 

The X. M. T. Hose Company give their annual hop at the 
Armory in the evening, transmitting their music by the tele* 
phone to Syracuse. The affair is reported as a success at each 
end of the lina The average temperature for the month has 
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been 344* with 60* on the 7th, and 18* on the 11th for the 
extremes. 

Friday, March 1st — The .threatening aspect of the weather 
last evening came to naught and the morning opens clondless 
and beautiful There is a little too much lion's blood and a 
little too much lamVs wool in the makeup of the day to concede 
it to either the lion or the lamb. The wind is north, the sky 
cloudless, and the thermometer 30*, being &" above the morning 
marking. 

A dispatch received today announces the death of F. 6. Day, 
Esq. yesterday at Vienna, the result doubtless of an unsuccess- 
ful operation to remove a cancer, with which he had long been 
afflicted. Mr. Day had been a resident of Auburn about forty 
years, holding the position, of Special County Judge, and Jus- 
tice of the Peace, and was probably about 63 years of age. 

The Republican and Democratic ward caucuses are held in 
the evening to nominate ward candidates, and to choose delegates 
to their respective city conventions. The Democratic caucuses 
almost uniformily endorse the ward nominations of the Work- 
ingmen's and Greenback caucuses. 

Saturday, March 2nd. — The morning opens cool and bright, 
with thin clouds and a brisk south wind. The wind freshens 
and the clouds thicken as the day advances, the thermometer 
standing at 42'' at 1 P. M. There is a flavor in the day which 
recalls old memories of the sap-bush, when the gusts of wind 
forced ones eyes full of tingling smoke and whirled clouds of 
ashes into the boiling sap — when the sap-gatherers looked warily 
for falling dead branches, as the wind moaned through the leaf- 
less treea Still it can hardly be that the maple sugar season is 
upon us yet, but it is time to be looking over the sap-buckets 
and the spiles and the cauldron kettles — and hens should begin 
to practice laying eggs, for no sap-bush is complete without its 
store of eggs, and no eggs compare with those boiled in sap. 
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The Bepablican city convention nominates Orlando Lewis, 
Esq., for mayor, and the Democratic city convention endorses 
the nomination of Mr. Walley. A ratification meeting of the 
Workingmen and Ghreenbackera is held at the Opera House in 
the evening, addressed mainly by Attorney-General Worden, 
and a Mr. Junio, of Syracuse. 

Ex-Senator Benjamin R Wade, died at Jefferson, Ohio, aged 
nearly 78 years. 

The Turks today sign the preliminaries of peace, offered by 
Russia, and the approval of the other European powers is now 
only needed to secure peace. 

Sunday, March 3rd. — A warm, rainy day, more like April 
than March. The scattered snow banks look tired and home- 
sick, and the grass shows green on sunlit lawna The wind is 
south, with thermometer at 62^ 

The chief of police reports 64 arrests for February, 38 of 
which were for intoxication. For the year ending with Febru- 
ary, 804 arrests are reported, 425 being for intoxication. 
Total number of lodgers at the City Hall hotel, 1,314, which 
would indicate something over 500 tramps. 

Monday, March 4th. — The bleak winds of March blow from 
the north, this morning, and a light coating of snow, which fell 
during the night, is being reinforced by "scattering flakea 
Thermometer 26*. A session of the county court. Judge S. 
Edwin Day presiding, commenced today. The Common Council 
meets in the evening, and receives several reports which are 
duly referred, and adjourns to Friday evening. 

Tuesday, March 5th. — A bright day, mostly cloudless, with 
wind in the southwest, and thermometer at 42^ The charter 
election passes off quietly, resulting in the election of Mr. A. 
T. Walley, the Greenback- Workingmen's-Democratic, candi- 
date for mayor, by 214 majority. Four Republican and three 
opposition supervisors were elected, giving the Republicans 21 
of the 30 members of the Board. 
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The most thoroughly happy man over the result of election, 
whom I have met, is my friend, Attorney-General Worden. 
He is not jubilant, but solidly and quietly happy. His hands 
are thrust deep into his pockets as if to hold himself together 
from the pressure of inward joy, and his mouth wears a one- 
sided smile, half concealing, half disclosing the expectation of 
a compliment to his efficiency in securing so glorious a result 
The Board of Education holds a r^ular monthly session in the 
evening. 

Wednesday, March 6th. — The morning is dim with clouds, 
thinning as the day advances, and a lazy sunshine characterizes 
the afternoon, with indications of rain. Wind, due south. 
Thermometer 57' 

The first blue-bird of the season, 

*' shifts his light load of song 
From post to post along the cheerless fence," 

today. T fear he may have come too early, but he knows best 
How refreshing his smooth, clear notes after the long endured, 
senseless clatter and chat and chatter of the bickering sparrows, 
which have wintered with ua I hear of robins today, but have 
seen nona 

The mayor elect is serenaded in the evening, the honor of 
making the introductory and congratulatory speech being 
assigned to Attorney-General Worden, to which the mayor 
elect felicitously responded. 

The sale of the old Armory, which was to have been made 
today is indefinitely postponed on account of an informality in 
the advertisement Thurlow B. Wasson of this city, committed 
suicide at Oswego, by taking morphina His age was 30 years. 

Thursday, March 7th. — There is no gain-saying the pres- 
ence of the robin, the bluebird and the song-sparrow this morn- 
ing. The day is one of sunshine, shadow and showers, the wind 
being southwest the fore part of the day, with thermometer at 
57*. The wind changed by way of the west to the north in 
the afternoon. The first thunder shower of the season occurred 
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about 2 P. IL, a very modest shower, which limited itself to 
a single rumble of distant thunder. 

I notice spinach and " pie-plant '' in market today, said to be 
the product of Skaneateles market gardens. 

Friday, March 8th. — A sharp white frost during the night, 
dispels the clouds, and the day is as clear and genial, as a day 
in Juna The wind is west, and the thermometer for the third 
successive day stands at 67^ 

The honey bees sport in the sun today, after their winter's 
imprisonment in their cella The Common Council holds an 
adjourned session in the evening, but transacts little business 
that is made public. 

Saturday, March 9th. — A cloudless day, with warm south- 
east wind, and thermometer at 65*. There is a marked activity 
among the birds today, as if important business were pending. 
The robins look askance at old nests and peer into the crotches 
of limbs, the blue-birds flit about dead limbs, if perchance an 
opening therein may be found for a nest, the sparrows chatter 
and squeal and quarrel and hasten to appropriate all the desirable 
sites for nest-building, and everything indicates an early spring. 

The first telephone is put in practical operation in our city 
today. It connects the Southern Central depot with the resi- 
dence of Supt James G. Knapp, and with the residences of 
other oflBcials of the road. 

Sunday, March 10th. — People look suspiciously upon and 
speak doubtingly of this weather, as if it were out of season. 
It is not uncommon to hear the remark, ** We'll have to pay 
for it, by and by." While, in the main, I think Horace 
Greeley's admonition to keep out of debt is sound, I feel that 
it is a good investment to take this weather on trust, with the 
chance of the pay for it being demanded in April The season 
has been remarkably perplexing to weather prophets. I am 
told that there is not the least frost in the ground, and those 
who pride themselves upon early vegetables, have their gardens 
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well under way. The Owaaco lake has not been entirely frozen 
over daring the winter. Ice has been scarce and large quanti- 
ties have been brought by rail, from little Sodus Bay. The day 
is clear, with slight haza Thermometer 70*. Wind south in 
the forenoon, veering to northeast in the afternoon, with clouds 
and indications of rain. 

Monday, March 11th. — The wind is apparently reluctantly 
northeast during the forenoon, veering to the east, with a slight 
rain about noon. Thermometer 57*. The outgoing Common 
C!ouncil held their last meeting in the forenoon, and bade adieu 
to their calling. The finance committee, with a parting salute, 
report, " the city entirely free from debt" This would be cheer- 
ing, were it not for some '* outstandings " in the details of the 
report, which cast a shadow upon the picture Some of our older 
inhabitants will also recall certain railroad bonds, but these, I 
believe, are secured by stock. There is also the claim of William 
Barry for killing a mad dog, which is still unliquidated so &r as I 
have observed the proceedings of the board. Still, it will sound 
well to our neighbors to hear that we are out of debt The 
new mayor took his seat at 12 IL, when the new board organ- 
ized and adjourned till evening. The evening session was 
mainly devoted to fitting up the running gear of the city 
machinery. Mr. Lewis Paddock was elected street superintend- 
ent; Mr. James Lyon, city attorney; Lonny Hurd, janitor ; and 
some other minor positions were filled, and the standing com- 
mittees of the board announced. 

In view of the imperceptible progress made by the citizen's 
committee, on the revision of the charter, the board appointed 
a committee of its own, for that purpose. 

Tuesday, March 12th. — The morning opens with a south- 
east wind, and just rain enough to make one indifferent as to 
the use of an umbrella. Thermometer 60o. I notice reports 
of the prevalence of the severest snow-storm, known for years, 
in the extreme west, commencing on Thursday last, and con- 
tinuing three day& The Pacific Bailroad is completely block- 
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aded at Cheyenne, and several lives are reported lost Lake 
Ontario is reported to be open for navigation, which is a month 
or more earlier than last year. 

A local paper notes the croaking of frogs as having already 
been heard, and the blossoming of maples, as indicating spring. 
I notice the maple trees in bloom, but I distrust the frog part 
of the report, for two reasons: first, the conditions are not 
right for the coming of the frog ; and second, the early frogs 
do not croak^ they peep. Possibly, the reporter might have 
heard a frog's trill, which had been preserved by a phono- 
graph, or it may have come from a canned frog. 

Outside events have not been of a startling nature, during the 
month. Congress, having disposed of the silver bill, has been 
considering the tariff question, and other matters of local and 
minor importance. The State Legislature has been considering 
the excise question, and the re-apportionment bill. The war in 
the east, has not materially changed its outward aspect, except 
that the belligerent spirit of England has somewhat subsided, and 
Austria seems now disposed to be fractioua The indications, 
however, favor a settlement of difficulties without further resort 
to arma Business continues dull, and the prospects are not 
especially cheering. Gold has declined to 101 during the month. 

Oeneral Grant has once more got within range of the reporter, 
having arrived at Constantinople on the day the peace articles 
were signed. After a short stay he was transported to Greece 
on three Ironclads, where he was cordially received by the king, 
who gave a ball in his honor. He is expected to return to this 
country, and take up his residence in Philadelphia, in the falL 

Another disastrous tidal wave is reported on the western 
coast of South America. And here, my dear doctor, is another 
breathing place in the tiresome journey which we are making 
together, marking the end of the eleventh month of our com- 
panionship. Very truly yours, 

B. B. SNOW, 
Historiographer, 
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Auburn, N. Y., March 18, 187a 

My Dear Doctor Schliemann : 

A record of current events, increases in value, in the direct 
ratio of its antiquity. It would be difficult to estimate the 
worth of such a record for the period, for instance, when the 
Pyramids were building. Imagine a few entries : " March 18, — 
'^Anno Mundi 46, King Cheops I beheads the supervising 
'^ architect of the Sphinx, because the left ear is longer than a 
"rigid taste warranta March 21. — The new architect com- 
" mences chiseling the northeast corner of the Sphinx's mouth. 
" March 24 — King Cheops I demonetizes the coin of the realm, 
" and the laborers on the great Pyramid strike for an increase 
"of wagea" Such items would have an interest for the most 
indifferent So, in estimating the wealth of posterity, it is no 
more than just to take into account the probable value of this 
record six thousand years hence. 

As I enter upon the month which closes the year of our 
intercourse, I am surprised that I have continued the record so 
long. It seems but yesterday that it was b^un, but many 
yesterdays have intervened and each has borne its fruitage of 
events, more or less important^ some of which I have imperfectly 
noted for your reading. I have lately been looking over a lot 
of old diaries, which have been my companions in years gone 
by, and was surprised at the meagreness of items I find in them. 
For the first few days of each year, perhaps an entry appears 
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each day ; then blanks, with an occasional entry of a '^ payment to 
Bridget for services to date," or the memorandum of a loan of 
a few dollars, more or less, to this or that friend, and so the 
record dwindles away to nothingness, I doubt not that the 
record of most men, so &r as embodied by themselves, most 
fully appears in their cash books. I presume there are few 
people who have not attempted a diary, but I question if any 
one has continued it faithfully any considerable time, and 
remained sana Perhaps Pepys was an exception. ' Here, then, 
is an opportunity for a championship, " The champion diarist I" 
I am not ambitious, however, to compete for the belt 

A steady rain from the south ushers in the day. The state 
election in New Hampshire yesterday, resulted in the election 
of a Republican governor and legislature, by diminished major- 
ities from last year. 

The Historical Society was, last evening, favored with a very 
full and complete paper on art and artists in Cayuga County, 
prepared and read by CoL T. J. Kennedy. 

The day has been dark and rainy, the wind veering from 
south to west, and the thermometer at 48". The mayor an- 
nounces his new police force, displacing all the old members. 
Mr. Charlea E. Cootes is made chief of the new forea 

Thursday, March 14th. — A dark, dull day, with occasional 
rain and sleet Wind north, and thermometer at 40**. 

The new police force, in their fresh uniforms and burnished 
shields, attract no little attention on the streets today. Irreverent 
boys call awelessly at them across the street, and familiar friends 
greet and survey them from head to foot with feigned delight 
I think no man feels quite at ease when he first appears on the 
street in a suit of new clothes, and usually seeks companionship 
with some one going his way, to obscure his individuality. So 
I notice that the new guardians of the peace, seem more at ease 
when chatting with a friend, than when pacing their beat in soli- 
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tary stateliness. This feeling will wear away however, as the 
honor gradually adapts itself to their angularitie& 

A concert was given at the Opera House in the evening, exhibit 
ing the telephone and phonograph, which was a success, excq)t 
as to the number of the audience The simplicity of the phon- 
ograph and the marvellous effects produced by it, excited much 
w(Hider and admiration. 

Friday, March 16tL — The weather has recovered from its ill 
humor and the day is bright, with northwest wind, and ther- 
mometer at 44*". The old feud between the blue-birds and spar- 
rows, for the possession of the hollow limb of the apple tree, is 
renewed today. 

The county court adjourns, after a two weeks' session. 

Saturday, March 16th. — Warmer, with south wind, and a 
cloudless sky. Thermometer 66*. General Tom Thumb, and 
party, delighted the juvenile portion of our community by an 
afternoon and evening exhibition of their diminutiveness, at the 
Academy of Music. The re-appearance of the General in public, 
at this juncture, would indicate a shrinkage in his financial 
bureau. 

Sunday, March 17th. — A southeast wind, cloudy, and slight 
rain, with thermometer at 40*, the vrind veering by way of the 
east to the north, at evening. I fancy that we do not get so 
cold an air from the north, when the wind goes around the back 
way, that is by way of the east from the south, as when it goes 
by way of the west 

Today is St Patrick's day. The saint died (or was bom, I 
forget which), 1883 years ago today. The usual solemnities of 
the occasion are not observed today in our city, on account of 
its being Sunday. 

Monday, March 18th. — The morning opens cloudy, with wind 
in the north, but clears towards noon, and a cloudless afternoon 
succeeds. Thermometer 48*. The spring luxury of maple 
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sugar can now be indulged in to the extent of a pound for four- 
teen cents. I first notice the yellow crocus in bloom today. 

The new Common Council meets in the evening and audits 
bills, adopts resolutions and modifies the membership of hose 
companies, with the facility of veterans. The citizens' com- 
mittee on the revision of the charter is voted a clerk, in the 
discretion of the city attorney. The city attorney is also deputed 
to go to Albany and deliver to our representatives certain 
amendments to the charter, which seem to have been sanctioned 
by the council This would indicate that the amendments are 
too weighty and important to be trusted to the mail. It is a 
wise precaution against the possibility of our representatives' 
consigning the amendments to the waste basket, as trade circu- 
lars, or patent medicine advertisemtot& 

Tuesday, March 19th. — A dull, dark day, with occasional 
rain from the northwest Thermometer 88*. The 49th regi- 
ment establish a rifle range in the new Armory, for practice 
at a distance of 110 ft The bulls eye is graduated to the dis- 
tance, and a modified or diluted ammunition (probably the air 
gun) is to be used. 

The first hand-oigan of the season, thrills the air with melody 
on the streets today. 

The Historical Society holds an adjourned annual meeting 
in the evening, and elects officers for the ensuing year. The 
old officers were unanimously re-elected, as a reward for their 
efficiency dunng the past year. 

Wednesday, March 20th. — A clear, cool morning, with brisk 
northwest wind. Thermometer 89*, an advance of 9* since 
morning. The corps of mound-builders, who annually in the 
springtime gather the winter's collection of debris in our streets 
into comely heaps, commence their labors today. It is wonder- 
ful, what an interest these sober-visaged men evince in horsea 
Ceasing from their labor, they will lean upon their hoes, and 
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watch the animals pass and repass with untiriDg interest, and 
the slower the horse moves the more absorbed is their contem- 
plation. I attribute it to the sympathy of labor. When a 
squad of these mound-builders has tired of watching horses in 
one place, it changes its base, making a unique procession. 
Then the pipes are lighted, a glance is given towards the sun, to 
judge the time, the hoes are thrown over the shoulders, and the 
line moves in double file, the distant rear being brought up by 
the man with a turned foot or a crooked knee, in consideration 
of whom no undue haste is permitted Besides, these men are 
veterans, and know that rapid marching is exhausting, and the 
mud will stay till they get there, and the time goes on the sune, 
whether marching, hoeing, or admiring horsea 

How shrilly and defiantly/ the robins pipe their cold weather 
notes against the north wind ! One need not go out of doors to 
feel that it is cold, he can hear the cold in the changed and 
hurried utterances of the shivering birds. 

Thursday, March 2l8t — A sharp freeze, last night, is suc- 
ceeded by a bright morning, which is somewhat obscured by 
stray clouds during the morning, scattering towards evening. 
Thermometer 84*. The northwest wind seems a little ashamed 
of its wandering, and is yielding slightly to the allurements of a 
warmer quarter. From fifteen to twenty tramps have nightly 
sought lodgings at the tramps' quarters, in the City Hall, for the 
past few nights, indicating a revival of business in this element 
of community. It would be interesting to study the habits of 
this species of humanity, to determine whether, as would seem 
to be the case, like migratory birds, they have their seasons of 
coming and going, and whence and whither and wherefor, 
whether like swallows they disappear, no one knows whither, for 
a season, or whether like the bear and the woodchuck, they 
hibernate upon the fatneas accumulated during the milder por- 
tion of the year. 
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Friday, March 22nd.— The wind crept back to the west 
under the cover of the night, and the morning opens cloudy and 
slightly warmer. Thermometer 40". Clear in the afternoon. 
A citizen^s meeting, to consider the revision of the city charter, 
is held in the evening. It was feared that the sub-committee of 
five, appointed by the committee of twenty-two, was not pro- 
gressing rapidly enough, and it was proposal to appoint a new 
committee of three. Some of our most experienced speakers 
took part in the discussion, but the appointment of the com- 
mittee of five was finally approved. 

Saturday, March 23rd. — The sky is overcast and a brisk, 
southwest wind prevails, with a moist feeling in the air as of 
approaching rain. Thermometer 58*. Rain in the evening. 

The great international walking match for the championship 
of the world, closed at London, today. The test was to walk 
the greatest number of miles in six consecutive days, the prize 
being £500, and the champion's belt O'Leary, the American 
representative, secured the prize, walking 520 miles in the 
allotted time, and ending up with one sound leg. His nearest 
competitor was Vaughn, the Englishman, who accomplished 500 
miles. The interest in the contest overshadowed the eastern 
war question in London, for a time, — as high as 10,000 spectators 
at times witnessing the contest The name of the American 
champion sounds as of imported stock, and I shall not be sur- 
prised to hear him claimed as a native of Cork, or Kilkenny, or 
Tipperary. This kind of contest is an improvement upon the 
prize-fight of a few years ago, still I think the honor about equal 
to that of a champion gum-chewer. In fact, I haven*t much 
faith in champions as benefactors. I know of no other that we 
could send to the Old World at present, unless it be the cham- 
pion sausage-maker of Pennsylvania, who has made the largest 
sausage ever manufactured ; or the champion orator of San Fran- 
cisco, who lately spoke twenty-four consecutive hours on a 
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wager, driDking meantime four gallons of whiskey and tlien 
collapsing, whether from exhaustion or whiskey, did not appear. 
The steamboat Magenta burst her boiler, near Sing Sing, this 
morning, killing five persons and scalding many others. 

Sunday, March 21st — The ground is white with snow this 
morning, and a fitful northwest wind prevails, and at intervals 
during the day sudden snow-squalls remind us that it is still 
March. It is a day of triumph for those who have been predict- 
ing that " we should catch it " Thermometer S4*. The storm is 
wide-spread ; the cable reporting a severe snow-storm in England, 
and the loss of the naval training-ship Eurydice near the Isle of 
Wight, with upwards of three hundred cadet& 

Monday, March 26th. — The salutation, " What do you think 
of this weather ?" is frequent and appropriate this morning. 
The mercury marked 10* at 7 A. IL, (this statement is made 
upon information and belief) but had risen to 23* at 1 p. M. 
The wind is a little north of west, and brisk, as becomes a self- 
respecting March wind, with occasional snow-squalls. If the 
snow would stay where it fell, I think it would show a depth 
of about two inches, but it blows away to leave bare spots for 
birds to get their dinners. 

The paper read before the Historical Society, at its last meet- 
ing, calls forth several letters, published today, adding to the 
list of Cayuga County artist& Only one disclaims the honor 
of being so classified* Having exhausted the sublimities of art, 
tired of the associaton with presidents and the magnates of our 
land, satiated with sporting on the prairies with prinees, and 
of scaling mountain peaks with live dukes, having spiked the 
continent of North America to the Rocky Mountains, and utterly 
disgusted with the trickery of politics, he retires to wear his 
laurels in the quiet and agreeable management of an Insurance 
Company. Cayuga County may be humiliated for aspiring to 
an honor she might not rightfully claim, but she cannot be 
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deprived of ilie solace of admiration, nor debarred from the hope 
tbiit tiw company may be spared an investigation. 

A disastrous fire in Philadelphia destroys some $800,000 
worth of property ; and one in New York some $600,000 wortL 

TuEfcDAY, March 26th. — Once more March smiles under a 
westerly wind, and a clear sky. The thermometer r^stered 40* 
at 1 p. M., with scattered clouds, which rally as the day. 
advances. 

The Common Council holds a special session in the evening, 
and orders the publication of the proposed amendments to the 
city charter. 

As I suspected, the papers announce that O'Leary, the cham- 
pion walker, is a native of Cork, but is a naturalized resident 
of Chicago. The 0*Leary's of Chicago would seem to have 
sprung from noble ancestry. It was the cow of an 0*Leary 
which kicked over the lamp that started the great Chicago fire. 

Wednesday, March 27th. — The sky is overcast, the sun 
shedding a dull red light through the clouds, at times with an 
effect not unlike Indian summer. The wind is south, and the 
thermometer at 56*. Eain in the afternoon, and very dark. 

A Mrs. Seeley of Owasco died this morning, from the effects 
of bums, from the explosion of a kerosene lamp last evening. 
The state senate acquit Mr. Smyth, superintendent of the insur- ^ 
ance departmentof the charges against him,by a vote of 19 to 12. 

Thursday, March 28th. — The morning opens with a dense 
fog which continues throughout the day. The wind is north- 
west and the mercury stands at 40*. 

Friday, March 29th. — The fog lifted during the night, and 
the day is cloudless, with a brisk, cool, north wind, and the 
thermometer at 42". A sharp frost at night demonstrates the 
impropriety of planting cucumbers too early in the seasoa 
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Saturday, March 30th. — ^The morning opens clear and bright, 
with wind in the east Thermometer 53*. Thin clouds obscure 
the sun in the afternoon. Mr. Z. L. Webb for many years resi- 
dent of this city, died today, in the 78rd year of his age 

I should feel that my record was far from perfect, if I failed 
to note an important industry which has been established in our 
city during the past eighteen month& The way-farer by day 
or night, or the wakeful slumberer in the vicinity of the post- 
office, may hear at any hour of the night, or in the lull of the 
street rumble by day, at uncertain intervals, a clanging noise, 
which has piqued the curiosity of many a passer-by as to its 
origin. At length people learned that it came from the Button 
Factory. Some eighteen months ago, Mr. John EL Woodruff 
commenced the manufacture of buttons by a process peculiarly 
his own, in the building formerly occupied as a Paper Bag 
Manufactory in the rear of the postoffice, and has continued it 
to the present time with marked success. 

Through the courtesy of a gentleman interested in the busi- 
ness, and also in the Historical Society, I have been p^mitted 
the rare privilege of visiting the institution and of giving a brief 
notice of it, that you may know how our people are supplied 
with buttons at the present day. Of course I should not feel 
at liberty to give the details of mixing the ingredients, for you 
must know that the material of which the buttons are made is 
a composition — the exact proportions of gypsum and naptha 
and wauhoo it takes to make a batch of French buttons — ^for 
this would enable anyone to engage in the manufactura I 
understand that Mr. Woodruff is taking a great many thousand 
tons of gypsum from the Springport beds annually, but I pre- 
sume it is not all manufactured into buttona Suffice it to say 
that the composition is prepared in sheets, of the thickness 
required for the button. The moulds are sunk into steel plates 
of suitable styles, the number of buttons to each plate varying 
with the size of the button. The composition, heated sufficiently 
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to render it pliable, is placed in the mould, which is then sub- 
jected to strong pressure, and to a cooling process at the same 
time, and in about two minutes a cake of bright buttons is 
produced, with eyes all pierced ; it may be black, blue, green, 
gray, striped or speckled, according as the style demands and 
as to the nature of the material used. I understand that the dun- 
colored button is more expensive than the more pronounced 
huea I may say here, that in loosening the buttons from the 
moulds, the mould is dropped upon an iron plate and causes the 
clanging noise which I have mentioned. From the moulder 
the buttons go to the picker or sorter, who breaks off the 
excrescences, thence to the finisher who files the edge of each 
button smooth, as it revolves rapidly upon a spindle, thence to 
the card room, where the nimble fingers of some fifty or sixty 
women stitch the buttons to cards, which are then packed in 
boxes for shipment I may add here that door knobs and fur- 
niture knobs are also quite extensively manufactured by a simi- 
lar process, but do not have to be carded. The entire product 
of the manufactory is shipped to a distant market 

Buttons, being an article of dress, must of course have the 
prestige of foreign birth. An American made button might be 
tolerated by the barefoot schoolboy, to tether his nether garment 
to his single suspender, but to the average citizen the button of 
European origin is preferable Its use elevates one into the 
atmosphere of his travelled friends, who are wearing the same 
styles of buttons purchased in Paris or Berlin. It would be a 
pardonable artifice, therefore, if Mr. Woodruff should label his 
manufactures, "Boutons Francaise, Eue de Terrill," or some- 
thing of that sort, especially as few of us feel able to purchase 
imported buttons for every day usa 

The establishment keeps some 180 employes busy, nearly all 
doing " piece work," the lighter work being done by women, 
and distributes to them monthly, from $2,500 to $3,000. In 
the moulding department a double set of hands is employed, 
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one for day, and the other for night work, the moulds being kept 
busy from 12 o*clock Monday morning to 12 o'clock Saturday 
night From 900 to 1,000 gross of buttons are turned out daily. 
This seems an enormous production, and Mr. WoodruflE is 
entitled to great credit for ministering so largely to the necessi- 
ties of our people for so indispensable an article. But a slight 
computation will reveal the fact that were it not for other agen- 
cies, there would be an absolute button famine in our country. 
Nine hundred gross per day is about 40,000,000 buttons per 
year, or less than a single button for each man, woman and child 
in our land ! However startling the situation may at first glance 
appear, there are compensating views of it Many people go 
abroad to purchase their buttons ; then in the warm season people 
do not need so many buttons, and n^nufacturers can bank up 
against their ordera Moreover, there is in almost every household, 
which has not been lately burned out, a button reserve, of from a 
quart to a half bushel of odd buttons, carefully preserved in 
collar boxes and old stockings, which can be resorted to in case 
of emergency. 

Government however should limit, with strict penalties, the 
number of styles of buttons manufactured. It is rare that you 
will find two buttons which are mates in the reserve which I 
have mentioned The prudent house-wife empties a quart of 
them into her lap, and fumbles them over and dives down into 
them and sifts them between her fingers, to find the mate to 
the lost one from your garment K found, generally the eye is 
gone, and another quart has to undergo the same process, and 
usually a button of about the same diameter and of a generally 
similar personal appearance, is substituted with the remark, 
" that people will not stop you on the street to see if your 
buttons are mates." All this inconvenience might be obviated 
by judicious legislation. 

If it were permitted me, I should be pleased to present some 
moral reflections upon the utter inefficiency and uselessness of a 
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button without an eye. Almost everything else which has an 
eye, is of some use, even though the eye be destroyed. The eye 
of the wind is not essential to it ; the eye of the potato may be 
removed, to the absolute improvement of the esculent ; the eye 
of a needle may be gone, and still the needle may do good sub- 
stitute service in an emergency, in place of a pin, or be useful to 
pick slivers out of the children's fingers, bat a button without an 
eye — what shall be said of it ? You can't play checkers with 
it, for you can never get a dozen of a kind ; the only use I can 
conceive for it, is a kind of half pay duty on the retired list, as 
the fox in a game of fox and geese. I see that I am wander- 
ing, however. I aimed to give a brief account of an industry, 
which is adding much to the prosperity of our city, and having 
partially effected my purpose, I leave the rest to your imagi- 
nation or research. 

Sunday, March Slst — The wind is south and the sun par- 
tially obscured by clouda Thermometer 56*. The house of 
Lawrence McCarthy, on Park street, takes fire from a defective 
chimney early in the morning and is burned. The children 
and the cook-stove w:ere rescued from the flames, as was also 
the cow which gave the alarm, but the house was wholly con- 
sumed. The water in the outlet is drawn down today for the 
convenience of laying the foundation to the new building on 
the west side of State street bridge. The day, from the condi- 
tion of the atmosphere, has been peculiarly fruitful of headache, 
not the conventional kind with which one stays at home, but 
the Intimate ache which one takes to church with him. The 
average of the thermometer, for the month, has been 45.3^ the 
highest being 70" on the 10th, and the lowest 23* on the 26th. 

Monday, April 1st — ^Wind west, and slightly cloudy. Ther- 
mometer 62" at 1 p. M., with wind veering to the north. 

About 1,400 workmen in the shops of the New York Central 
Railroad are discharged today, in pursuance of arrangements to 
reduce the number of employes on the road. 
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The streets are crowded with rural visitors, brought hither to 
arrange their first of April balances. The harpist is on the street 
today, with clarionet and violin accompaniment, the first of the 
season. The Common Council meets in the evening and dis 
charges the usual routine of business, conmiences borrowing 
money to pay the police, and refers the contract with the Gras 
Light Company, to the conmiittee on lamps, for completion. 
The notorious Madame Restell, of New York, nearly severed 
her head from her shoulders with a carving knife at her home, 
this morning. It killed her. 

Tuesday, April 2nd. — A bright clear day, with northwesterly 
wind, and thermometer at 56'. 

The Board of Education hold their regular monthly session 
in the evening, and order the roof of the Bradford street pri- 
mary school building to be raised, so as to make the building 
two stories high. 

The Board of Excise meet in the evening, and reduce the 
price of licenses ; a hotel license being reduced from $125 to 
$75. This is a concession to the genei'al tendency to a decline 
in values. Now let us have the Moffat Bell Punch to register 
the drinks for economical, financial and scientific purposes. 
It would be more interesting in a historical record, than a daily 
note of the weather, to record the number of drinks. Today for 
instance, our drinking public being in a social mood, the rois- 
ter shows 5,000 drinks ; tomorrow a reaction, and the number 
is largely diminished. On the fourth of July the patriotism of 
our community could be nicely gauged, if the raster were of 
sufficient capacity. It would add greatly to our stock of sanitary 
statistics, if the drinks recommended by physicians could be 
separately registered. But one difficulty occurs to me, and that 
is, in registering the drinks from beer kegs and bottles in 
private cellars ; but this could be obviated by attaching a punch 
to each man's mouth, which I should favor, as it would indicate 
the exact state of sobriety of every citizen at any hour of the day. 
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Jabez Gould died today, aged 68 years. Mr. Gould was the 
pioneer in introducing drays for carting in Auburn, and also 
public hacks, although the first public conveyance for hire, was 
a one-horse cab introduced by David Foot Sylvester Town 
of Cato was accidentally drowned in Cross Lake today. He 
was nlarried the evening previous. 

Wednesday, April 3rd. — The wind holds steadily in the 
quadrant from west to north, with a clear sky and cool, dry- 
air. Thermometer 58*. I first notice the purple finch today, 
with his war paint of raspberry stain, but I hear of his coming 
some days since. I notice that the robins seem to delight most 
in singing in the evening after the sparrows have gone to bed, 
and in the morning before they get up, which shows the good 
taste of the robins. The first strawberries of the season are 
reported in market today. I do not notice the robins about my 
own vines yet 

Thursday, April 4th. — The morning opens cloudless, with 
northeast wind. Thin clouds at noon, with thermometer at 60* 
The first shad of the season is reported today, probably inter- 
cepted by the Connecticut fisherman, on his way up to Holy- 
oke dam. 

The papers report two hundred applicants already accepted 
for Stewart's Women's Hotel, in New York, which was opened 
to the public Tuesday evening, and visited by from 30,000 to 
40,000 peopla In the description of the kitchen I notice the 
mention of a griddle, which bakes sixteen square feet of buck- 
wheat cakes at once, from which I infer that this delicacy is to 
be served by land or square measure, the guest ordering a 
quarter or half an acre of pancakes, according to her appetite. 

Friday, April 5th. — The wind has returned to the northwest, 
is somewhat brisk and cool, with an overcast sky, clearing towards 
noon, with thermometer at 61^ The streets are as dusty as 
in midsummer. 
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A serious railroad accident occurs at Slatington, near Mauch 
Chunk on the Lehigh Yalley Railroad, caused by an oil train 
colliding with a freight train, setting fire to the oil train which 
was burned, and a dozen or more persons perished in the flames. 

One of the Steuben county poor-house buildings was burned 
at night, and thirteen of the inmates were burned to death. 

Satubday, April 6th. — The west wind of the morning grad- 
ually veets to the north, the sky is thickly clouded over, 
thermometer 60*. A light rain sets in, in the late afternoon, 
which continues during the night 

The city treasurer is reported to have received $1,600, all in 
money, the proceeds of a loan by the city to pay the police. 
It is a rare extravagance that the police should be paid so much, 
so soon after the city is reported out of debt 

Sunday, April 7th. — ^These cool, north winds are repressing 
the ardor of the youthful spring, and v^etation comes on slowly. 
The day is cloudy and cool, with thermometer at 4:V. 

A singular accident occurred to a funeral procession in the 
Fort Hill cemetery today, caused by one of the carriages being 
upset and severely bruising its inmates. 

Monday, April 8th. — The early morning was clear, this I 
stand ready to verify. Fleeting clouds soon arose, but the 
warmth of the sun dispelled them, and the day has been bright, 
with northwest wind, and thermometer at 64*. 

An equity term of the Supreme Court commenced its session 
at the Court House, Justice Dwight presiding. 

I notice the account of the launching of the new steamship 
" City of Pera," of the New York and Brazil line, at Chester, Pa, 
on Saturday last Fourteen thousand nine hundred and ninety- 
nine people and the President witnessed the launching. 

Tuesday, April 9th. — The wind went around by the east to 
the south during the night, and this morning a brisk southeast 
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wind prevails, slamming doors and window-blinds, and rattling 
windows and evincing a general disposition to be frisky. The 
sky is cloudy, and rain seems imminent Thermometer 58". 
A light rain set in about four o'clock. 

The Cayuga Presbytery commenced its session today, at the 
Calvary Church, in this city. 

The annual processions of spring calves have commenced, and 
today occasional delegates might be seen on the streets, headed 
for the depot for credentials and a pass to New York. I notice 
the presence of the currant fly for the first today, and first hear 
the peeping of frogs in the evening. 

Charles Pardee, a prominent banker, committed suicide at his 
home in Skaneateles today by cutting his throat He was 
upwards of eighty years of age, and was well known and highly 
esteemed in this community. 

Of the general events of the month, perhaps the most impor- 
tant has been the diplomacy concerning the eastern war. The 
peace articles between Russia and Turkey have been made pub- 
lie, and are eminently unsatisfactory to England, nor are they 
to the liking of Austria and Bou mania. Germany keeps aloof 
from the controversy, and France remains passive under the 
wounds from her late war, and is influenced by a desire to make 
the Paris Ex^position of the coming summer a success, such as 
could not be expected with a general European war. 

Lord Derby, the English minister of war, has i*esigned on 
account of his disagreement with the crown as to its policy in 
the Russian complication. He is succeeded by the Marquis of 
Salisbury. Russia has failed to pacify Austria and is thought 
to be seeking an alliance with Turkey. The peace congress 
seems to have been abandoned, and both England and Russia 
are preparing for war which seems to threaten, but may be 
averted. Fighting between the Turks and the insurgents in 
Thessaly has continued with varying fortune. 

A startling event in Ireland, the shooting of a landed propri- 
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etor and his two companions by unknown assjtssins, recalls the 
old troubles whicb have afflicted the Emerald Isle. 

General Grant has gone to Bome and has been presented to 
the new Pope. He is to spend some weeks there with his 
daughter Mrs. Sartoria I suppose he will run down to Naples 
occasionally, and sit upon the dock and placidly smoke, while 
Vesuvius gets up a special eruption in his honor. 

Little has been heard from the young king of Spain, from 
which it may be inferred that he has settled down to housekeep- 
ing with his new wife. 

The Parisians are actively preparing for the approaching 
exposition. Congress has discussed without result, the Halifax 
award, by which England gets $5,000,000 for about $4,000,000 
worth of fish which our fishermen have taken from Canadian 
watera The house has made little progress in l^islation, but 
has dismissed its doorkeeper for malfeasance in office, and 
elected a new one in the person of an Ex-Confederate Brigadier- 
General, over General Shields of Mexican fame. 

The state legislature has done considerable discussion, but it 
is not its practice to l^islate much till| near the close of the 
session. The new silver dollar has been put in circulation, and 
gold last Saturday touched as low as f of one per cent premium. 

The state of Iowa, some'^two weeks since, re-instated the death 
penalty for capital crimes, having tried a lighter penalty for 
many years. Only four atrocious murders have as yet been 
committed in the state since the death penalty was revived. 

Several of the collies of the country, notably Princeton and 
Dartmouth, have been much disturbed by the practice of 
^* hazing" among the students, which in one instance was 
attended with disastrous result& The month has been remark- 
able for the number of failures of business houses throughout 
the country. 

In the scientific world, elaborate preparations are being made 
for observations of the transit of mercury on the 6th of May, 
and the total eclipse of the sun on the 29th of July. A party 
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of German scientists have already arrived in this country for 
that purpose. 

In our own community quiet has prevailed, and a kind of sub- 
dued prosperity has kept the people hopeful of the good time 
coming. I notice the important business change of the dissolu- 
tion of the partnership between Mr. Sutton the druggist, and 
Doctor Perry Williams, which had continued for the past thirteen 
yeara This is not the result of any misunderstanding but sim- 
ply a business convenience. 

I hear good reports of the crop prospecta I should have 
been gratified to embody here some predictions of Mr. Perrigo, 
as to the probable destruction of the wheat crop by the Hessian 
fly, but time and space will not permit 

And here, my dear doctor, ends my record for the month and 
for the year, the parting of the ways. If at times I have been 
prosy and uninteresting, I trust that Mrs. Schliemann has come 
to the rescue and eased the burden. Almost daily an aged 
friend intercepts me on the street, and seizing my reluctant 
hand, inquires as to my health and the health of my family, 
and then as to the sanitary condition of each individual mem- 
ber thereof, and still clinging to me like a marmot, or as with 
the tentacles of a cuttlefish, regales me with reminiscences of 
yesterday's weather, observations as to today's weather, slender 
prophecies as to the probable weather for tomorrow, and other 
commonplaces about kindred topics, which have long ceased 
to interest me, until I tear myself from him and go my way. 
I bear the infliction patiently, for I know that the day is not dis- 
tant, when the footsteps of the old patriarch will no longer vary 
their course to intercept my passing. 

Profiting by my own experience, my dear doctor, I cease the 
threadbare story of the birds, the winds, the clouds, the temper- 
ature, and release your hand with a final good-bye. 

Very truly yours, 

B. B. SNOW, 

Hiatoriographer. 
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Auburn, N. Y., February 11, 1879. 

So many eyenta have oocorred, my dear doctor, since the 
close of my record on the 9th of April last, that, while disclaim- 
ing any intention of recanting my expressed determination 
never again to take history at long range, I so far waive my 
scruples, in my desire to keep you advised of the events of 
the age, that I avail myself of the prerogative, unquestioned 
in the correspondence of the fair sex, of adding a postscript to 
my letter. 

Looking back over the months, I can, at this distance, of 
course, scarce be expected to do more than point out the glitter- 
ing peaks of events, which are still gilded by the rays of the 
declining sun of the year, and perhaps trace some of the shad- 
ows which are more sharply lined in the landscape. 

History is spasmodic in its nature, or perhaps I might say, 
epidemic, prevailing with greater severity, under ditferent types, 
at different times; (whence the erroneous impression that his- 
tory repeats itself) or better still that it is volcanic, having 
seasons of comparative rest and periods of active eruption* 
So far as our own community is concerned, I may characterize 
the past few months as a recuperative period, not remarkable 
for startling or important events, but still not devoid of agencies 
that may have an important bearing upon the future. 

By way of putting myself at ease, I will begin with the 
weather, which was my never-failing resource during the period 
of my regular correspondence. As I remember it, the weather 
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has been somewhat fickle, delighting in sadden oontrasts and 
startling effects, and the season has been wanting in those long 
reaches of pleasant and enjoyable weather which characterized 
the previous year. The spring developed somewhat reluctantly, 
evolving her treasures after the following order : Frogs and the 
currant fly appeared for the first on the 9th of April ; on the 
16th, the canal opened ; on the 19th, chimney swallows appeared, 
and on the 20th, barn swallows, with the first spring thunder 
shower. On the 24th, wrens and martins, and on the 3d of 
May tardily came the oriole, for whom the cherry blossoms 
had been waiting some days. I need not say that the English 
sparrow had been here all this tima I notice a disposition 
with them latterly, to gather in large flocka If this indicated 
a purpose on their part to emigrate, rather than an increase in 
number, I should cordially encourage it On the 8th of May, 
the first cucumber of local production greeted the epicure. 
On the 9th, horse-chestnuts were in bloom, and on the 10th, 
the May snow-storm came. On the 11th, was the first of six 
consecutive nights of frost, disastrous to even hardy vegetation, 
as the budding leaves of the button ball were nipped and failed 
of renewal until late in the season. The summer brought, 
June 27th, the first lightning bugs ; July 7th, locusts, and 26th, 
cricketa The first autumn frost came September 22d, and the 
first snow-storm October 18th. Sandwiched in between these 
dates were cold and hot waves in close proximity, the high- 
est temperature which I noted being 96', July 17th. On 
the 2d of July, I noticed an apple tree in bloom, doubtless one 
which had just recovered from its disgust at the May frosts. 
On the 9th of August, a terrific tornado swept over the village 
of Wallingford, Ct, demolishing a considerable portion of the 
village and destroying many livea On the ISth of September, 
a cyclone swept over Richmond, Va, and vicinity, which was 
very destructive in its course. On the 28rd of October, a vio- 
lent gale swept along the coast, particularly severe in Philadel- 
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phia, where several church steeples were blown down. On the 
same day, a frost came to the relief of the yellow-fever stricken 
cities of the south. On the 11th of December unusually pro- 
fase rains fell throughout the country, causing severe freshets 
by which much damage was done in many localitiea 

I am not inclined to attribute these vagaries in the weather 
to the weather indicator which was erected on Mayor Walleyes 
store on the 11th of October, for the reason that I have not 
studied its workings sufficiently to determine its effect upon 
the weather, or the effect of the weather upon it When the 
affable projector of this internal improvement, accorded me 
the privilege of contributing to the expense of its erection, I 
ventured to suggest that if the indicator would point south 
instead of northeast when the vane indicated a south wind, it 
would be more intelligible to the untutored native, and dispel 
the impression that the house was divided against itsell I am 
not quite clear that he assured me that this discrepancy was due 
to the variation of the compass, but I know that he impressed 
me that it was a matter of minor importance. I have since 
noticed, that, by watching the vane and the indicator and hold- 
ing up a moistened finger, I can determine pretty accurately the 
direction of the wind. 

During the harvest season the weather was what farmers 
would call ^^ketchy^^' but had its lucid intervals during which 
the watchful husbandman secured his crops without material 
damaga The season has been unusually productive, the potato 
crop being the light crop, while the yield of fruits, especially 
apples, was unusually lai^e. On Thursday, the 2nd day of Jan- 
uary, a snow-storm accompanied with fierce wind commenced 
and continued with unabated vigor for three days, resulting in 
the most complete blockade of the railroads in the northern and 
western part of the state, known in the history of railroada 
The weather has continued snug and unfriendly, until as I 
write today a copious rain is falling, turbid pools of water col- 
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lect in the streets from the streams running in sewers worn by 
the sleighs, the snow-drifts slowly settle beneath the persuasion 
of the raindrops, and the January thaw has a February birth- 
day. I do not think the genial visitor will remain long with 
us. 

In athletic sports our community has not been without inter- 
est A base-ball club was organized early in the season, and 
having played games enough to demonstrate its facility for 
being vanquished, it vanished into thin tur on the 8th of 
May. It was subsequently reduced to material form in Albany, 
where it completed the season without distinguished success. 
In aquatic sports the interest was more enduring. Having in 
our near neighborhood a quasi champion who was regarded as 
adequate to atomize the pretensions of any competitor who might 
try his blade, we felt secure that unlimited glory was in store 
for us. So we watched the course of aquatic events with 
unusual interest Some of the more prominent were the fol- 
lowing: On the 15th of May, Hanlon and Plaisted rowed a 
two-mile single scull race at Toronto, in which Hanlon was suc- 
cessful ; May 29th, a three days' regatta at Watkins commenced. 
June I9th, the champion tested the powers of Dempsey at 
Geneva, and effected a draw by his shell tipping over. June 
20th, Hanlon wins a five-mile race against Morris, at Pittsburg. 
July 4th, the champion wins his 80th race in a five-mile contest, 
with Dempsey, at Skaneateles. July 5th, the Columbias and 
Showacamettes row in the great international race at Henley, 
England, the Columbias winning the visitor's cup and some 
renown ; the Showacamettes winning some notoriety, but falling 
just short of the crown of glory. July 17th, the Cornell Fresh- 
men won an eight-oared race against the Harvard Freshman, at 
Ensenore. July 81st, Hanlon wins a five-mile championship 
race against Ross, at Riverside, New Brunswick. August 16th, 
the champion excited the suspicion of some of his more mod- 
erate friends, by his questionable illness in a race at Silver 
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Lake, Masa Aagast 24th, Bilej wins against Kennedy, in a 
two-mile race, at Enaenora On the 8rd of October, the long- 
looked-for contest took place at Toronto, between the champion 
and Hanlon, in a five-mile race, which was won by the latter. 
Thus vanished our visions of the champion oarsman. Charges 
were freely preferred and strenuously denied that the race was 
sold Be that as it may, the result of the reason's experience 
has been to place boating on a plane with horse-racing in pub- 
lic estimation. The season fitly closed with a champion scull 
race on the big dam on the 12th of October. 

The history of pedestrianism for the season has been remarka- 
ble It may properly be classed under the head of epidemic 
history. Since the great national victory of the Irish- Ameri- 
can O'Leary in London, of which I wrote, innumerable aspirants 
for pedestrian kme and emoluments have developed all over the 
country — prominent among them, the Irish- American Hughes, 
the French- American Gampana, the English- American Madam 
Anderson, the Dutch- American YonBlumen, and last, but not 
least, the uncompromized American Tubba The six days' walk 
between O'Leary and Campana in New York, in the latter part 
of December, netted some $12,000 to the Champion O'Leary, 
and the feat of Madam Anderson in Brooklyn, yielded her 
some $8,000. She accomplished 2,700 quarter miles in 2,700 
consecutive quarter hours. Had there been another quarter 
mile to accomplish, the money would doubtless have gone to 
her heirs. 

The evening of the 14th of January, 1879, was memorable 
in the annals of Auburn. The city abounded in attractions. 
Buffalo Bill was charming the boys at the Academy of Musia 
The Young Ladies' Art Loan Exhibition was in progress in the 
rooms over the Cayuga County Bank. The Historical Society 
was in session. BufiEalo Bill was in the act of securing the wig 
scalps of some half dozen or more manufactured Indians, which 
he had dispatched at a single discharge of his trusty rifle, loaded 
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with blank cartridge ; a bashful young man, at the supper table 
of the Loan Exhibition, was blushinglj striving to adjust some 
two inches and a half of corned beef, which dangled from his 
mouth from the inmost recess of a domestic sandwich, when 
suddenly, at 8 o'clock, 10 minutes and 13 seconds, the air 
resounded with the report of a cannon. 

The president of the Historical Society, who was in the midst 
of a vivid description of the massacre at Wyoming, in a sketch 
of the life, trials and privations of Captain Bussel Franklin, 
the first pioneer of Cayuga County, paused, involuntarily smiled 
a recognition of the announcement, and proceeded gravely with 
the presentation of the narrative. 

This strange and unusual interruption of the evening's quiet, 
was the signal for the commencement of the pedestrian contest 
at the Opera House, between Madamoiselle Elsie VonBlumen, a 
fair, professional pedestrienne from Rochester, and Reginald 
Heber Tubbs, an amateur walker of this city, who were to 
accomplish, the former 100 miles and the latter 125 miles, in 
27 consecutive hours. The contest had been duly heralded 
through the daily press. Madamoiselle's walking shoes had 
been prominently exhibited in the show window of one of our 
central stores. It was to be for the championship, territory 
unlimited, under the auspices of the Mayor and Common Coun- 
cil; the proceeds, after paying expenses, to be devoted to 
eleemosynary purposes. Mayor Walley presided, introduced 
the contestants, who shook hands in token of amity, and the 
trial was commenced, continued and completed to the eminent 
satisfaction of all concerned, except possibly the eleemosynaj-y 
institutions, which were to be the recipients of the proceeds ; 
the entire receipts, being a little over $384, of which, after pay- 
ing expenses, $2 remained for distribution among charitable 
institutions. The fair '*and plucky pedestrienne," nominally 
completed her 100 miles in the specified time, but Mr. Tubbs 
miscalculated his stride, and fell short of the prescribed task 
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20 miles It has since been asserted, that a measurement of 
the track shows the 26 laps to be some 10 rods short of a mile, 
and it has leaked out that the soorer, in the early morning, when 
the spectators had gone home or to sleep, by mistake or from 
drowsiness scored 52 for the 42nd mile, so that, allowing for 
shrinkages and miscounts, the actual distance walked was about 
60 milea The contest was supplemented on Saturday evening, 
the 18th, by a benefit to the participants, in which Mr. Tubbs 
proved his superiority, but was charged with ungallantly run- 
ning a portion of the distance, which he indignantly denies 
and asserts that he came down *' flat-footed '' at every step. 
As might have been expected, a bit of romance was engendered 
by the contest The inamorata of Mr. Tubbs protested against 
his walking with the fair pedestrienne — protested to the extent 
of temporarily cancelling her vow. Explanations followed, 
and the renown which Mr. Tubbs achieved mollified the anger 
of his intended, and the ante-bellum relations were happily 
restored. 

Young America has been greatly excited by this contest, and 
the domestic domain has been carefully measured, to ascertain 
the number of ** laps " for a boy's mile, in many a household. 
Contests are of frequent occurrence, and the successful com- 
petitors are the recipients of tin whistles, mouth organs, sticks 
of gum, eta, to their intense delight and unquestionable profit 

On the 1st of May last, an enthusiast in Toronto com- 
menced the task of walking 40 miles each day, until he shall 
have accomplished a distance equal to the circumference of the 
globe, which, discarding the theory of bulges in the Earth's 
contour, is about 24,877 miles. (These figures are not given 
as the result of my own calculations, nor as anything new or 
startling, but simply as showing the present status of geograph- 
ical knowledge.) If he shall complete the task before the task 
completes him, it will require the greater part of two years, 
and he is to receive $10,000 therefor. If he shall be carefully 
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ooacfaed by his attendants, I can conceive him wabbling in on 
the home stretch, a mere thistle-down of his former self, or 
what is more probable, his limbs having gradually worn away, 
his arms having dropped off from continual swinging, he will 
come rolling into the goal on the 24,877th mile, a huge blister, 
which his surviving friends can exhibit about the country as 
the man who walked around the world, and was transformed 
into a sphere in punishment therefor, by some envious deity. 

Of local events of special interest, I have noted but few : 
June 16tlj. — Thomas Wilkinson, of the town of Locke, shot 
his wife and then himself. This seems to be the favorite diver- 
sion of unhappy husbands in the south part of the county. It 
has the merit of being comparatively inexpensive to the publia 

July 19th. — Henry C. Hutchinson, a well known resident of 
Cayuga village, was shot by his tenant, J. R Bobinson, in self- 
defense, as Mr. Bobinson successfully plead before a jury. Mr. 
Hutchinson was 45 years of age. 

August 15th. — William B. Sheldon, while painting the exten- 
sion of the Osborne House, fell from the roof to the sidewalk 
below, receiving injuries from which he died, after lingering a 
few daya 

October 12th. — Policeman Joseph Kober, was killed by being 
thrown from a wagon behind a runaway team, on his return 
from a political gathering at Port Byron. 

November 18th. — Henry R Burt, a fireman on the Southern 
Central Bail road, aged 85, was killed by being run over by his 
engine. 

No conflagrations of any importance have occurred, the most 
destructive being that of the store room at the Prison, on the 
13th of November. 

In business enterprises, I note the advent of the firm of 
Messra A. W. Stevens and Co., formerly of Genoa, manufaQ- 



178 POSTBCBIPT. 

tarers of threshing machinea The firm commenced operations 
in the buildings lately occupied bj the Dodge and Stevenson 
Manufacturing Ca, the 1st of October, adding an importuit 
industry to the city. 

On the 1st of October, the long looked for opening of the 
Seymour Library took place, and it now ranks as one of the 
established institutions of the city. 

Events in the astronomical world partake so much of a local 
nature, that I may properly transcribe my notes here On the 
6th of May, the transit Mercury occurred promptly, according 
to appointment, and without accident so far as heard from. It 
was an event of rare occurrence, and of marked interest to 
astronomers, as it was expected to afford data from which the 
distance of the sun from the earth could be more accurately 
determined. In these days of pedestrianism, it may become an 
important question whether the extreme distance is ninety- 
three or ninety^five millions of miles. 

On the 29th of July a total eclipse of the sun occurred, 
according to announcement People in this locality were com- 
pelled to rely upon hearsay evidence as to the appearance of 
the phenomenon, as the sky was obscured by clouds at the hour 
of its occurrence. It was successfully observed, however, by a 
host of astronomers who have since been busily engaged in 
studying out, and writing up the result of their observations* 
It was hoped that the problem of an intramercurial planet 
would be solved at this eclipse, and one or two astronomers 
claim to have caught a glimpse of the missing link. Others, 
however, who were less fortunate, intimate that those who saw 
Vulcan were looking through the wrong kind of a glass. On 
the 23rd of January, the unusual conjunction of Jupiter, Yenus, 
and the moon, occurred shortly after sunset, and as usual in 
this latitude, when such exhibitions are announced, the sky was 
obscured by douda It is a satisfaction to know, however, that 
the exhibition was curious rather than instructive The planet 
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Saturn and several first-class stars, from a respectful distance, 
looked down upon the tea-party, which continued into the " wee 
sma" hours of the morning, when it broke up without any 
indications of inebriety on the part of the participants. 

Prof. Swift, of Rochester, has been baiting his astronomical 
hook for comets, while Prot Peters, of Clinton, has been roaming 
around between Mars and Jupiter, in pursuit of new asteroids, 
of which he has already discovered thirty-two. Prof. Peters is 
entitled to great credit for enlarging the territory of the United 
States to so great an extent, by the discovery of asteroids, 
although thus far they are of as little value to us, as Grinnell's 
land and our other discoveries in the region of the North Pole. 
Should the announcement be made, however, of the discovery 
of gold upon one of these asteroids, I presume some adventur- 
ous Yankee would at once project an excursion thither. 

The march of improvement in our city, although not as 
boisterous as a boy*s sleighride, has been steady. The accommo- 
dations of the Osborne House have been largely increased by the 
extention of the south wing of the building. The manufactur- 
ing establishment of Messrs. R D.Clapp & Co., has been materially 
enlarged. A fine brick block of residences has been erected on 
the Underwood estate, on Court street The German Protes- 
tant church on Seminary avenue has been inclosed. The Second 
Presbyterian church has been renovated and materially 
improved in external appearance, and late in the season the 
Woodruff brothers erected a commodious building on Logan 
street, for their button factory. I confess to a marked degree 
of interest in this institution, not that I anticipate any pecu- 
niary benefit from it, but on account of its moral and intellectual 
influence. For instance, a liberal supply of shirt buttons in 
the household, would repress the tendency to profanity among 
bachelors, while the computation of the number of rows of 
buttons, and the number of buttons in a row that should be 
placed upon a morning dress, is an excellent mental discipline. 
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The button factory is my neighbor now. I listen with sub- 
dued pleasure to the shrill soprano of its steam whistle, shad- 
ing off into a stentorian bass ; to the clang of the button 
moulds, in the stillness of the night ; to the labored breathing 
of the engine, like the heaving to and fro of a crosscut saw, 
for I know that each inspiration is the signal of the birth of at 
least a dozen buttons for the relief of suffering humanity. I 
visited the institution a few days since, and was astonished to 
witness the enlargement of the scope and variety of its products 
since my previous visit I picked up a comely horn button 
and was told that it was made wholly from blood I shuddered 
at the sanguinary nature of the employment, and turned to the 
room where a score of lathes were busily cutting, turning, 
piercing, finishing, and polishing pearl buttons from sea-shells, 
and horn buttons from the hoo& and horns of over-sea herbiv- 
era. The piles of curious seashells from Australia and the 
South Sea Islands, of horns and hoofs from the strange animals 
of southern Africa, took me to far off lands, of which I had 
read, but whose products I had rarely seen. 

I find that my proximity to the factory, calls for the exercise 
of my calmest philosophy. When the Monday's linen comes 
in from the line, cinder-flecked and spotted, like the salt-and- 
pepper trousers that filled the measure of my boyhood's pride 
for dress, it disturbs the tranquil flow of the domestic rou- 
tine. I reason, that private convenience must yield to the 
public weal ; that this slight annoyance is a kind of vicarious 
contribution that we make, that universal humanity may be 
snugly buttoned up from the inclemency of our Northern 
winters. I am answered, *' wait till your June roses come to 
you, dew-laden and mottled with carbon, and your pansies poke 
up their saucy faces, smutted like that of a baby, who has 
been playing with the coal hod, and you will sing a different 
tuna" Possibly. 

During the months of August and September, the Water 
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Works Company replaced the old cement main, from the Pump 
House through Mechanic, Grover and South streets to Genesee 
street, with a twelve-inch iron main. The work was done under 
the superintendence of the late lamented J. Lewis Grant, and 
is a buried monument of his last important labor. Later in the 
season, smaller iron mains were extended through Genesee 
street from William street west, and through Clark street, under 
the superintendence of Mr. Eldred, Mr. Grant's successor. I 
do not think the large main is quite at ease, for it seems rest- 
less, as if trying to turn over in its bed at night I am in some 
doubt as to the nature of the commotion, which is communicated 
to my cellar by the service pipe. Often in the middle of the 
night, a moderate double rap comes, which, whether I heed it by 
waking,or not, is succeeded by a loud rat-tat-tat, continued indefi- 
nitely, with indescribable variations, as if the whole Fox family 
were in the cellar, until I get up and set the water to running. 
When I first heard the rapping, I involuntarily exclaimed, " Am 
I a medium ?'' and set about arranging a scale of prices for 
seances. Further investigation, and the incoherent answers 
which I received to my questions, led me to suspect that the 
rapping might arise from the transmission of cipher dispatches. 
This latter theory rather predominates with me at present, for 
although not sufficiently versed in telegraphy to read by 
sound readily, I fancied that I detected a message to " Saddle 
Blackstone,'' last night Of course I shall spare no effort to 
secure the key to this strange correspondence, but trust that no 
political scandal will be unearthed. 

The city authorities have been active in repairing the streets ; 
notably, in putting west Genesee street in excellent condition, 
just in time to have it torn up by the trenches for the Water 
Works and Steam Heating Companies. A large sewer was 
laid through Franklin street, from the North street bridge to the 
Fraoklin street school building, late in the season, and another 
through Orchard street 
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The Steam Heating Co., was organized in June, and their 
boiler house was erected in rear of the Cayuga County Bank in 
September. The pipes were laid through Genesee street, west 
of North, late in the season. The importance of this innovation 
warrants more than a passing notice. It is claimed that suffi- 
cient heat can be furnished by means of under-ground pipes, 
connecting with stores, dwellings, etc., to warm the build- 
ings and supply all needed beat for culinary purpose& The 
project is yet in its incipiency and will doubtless be materially 
modified and improved. Aside from the cleanliness and com- 
fort of this method of heating, it is claimed to absolutely pre- 
clude any risk from fira 

It needs no prophet to foretell that the domestic economy of 
the coming generation will materially differ from that of their 
ancestors. Stoves, grates, and fireplaces will be a thing of the 
past ; chimney swallows will emigrate, for houses will be built 
without chimneys, like muley cows without horna And how 
much of the poetry of life will be gone ! No cheerful blaze, 
nor glowing coals, nor sparkling embers of the wood or coal 
fire to sit by and muse over in the twilight and evening I 
Imagine the Longfellow of 1900, instead of watching the 

" Shadows from the fitful firelight 
Dance upen the parlor wall," 

seating himself beneath his electric light and writing an ode to 
his steam radiator! Imagine the agony of the items man, 
when kerosene shall no longer be needed to start the morning 
fire ; when " Hose 6 " can no longer be complimented for getting 
the first stream on the fire, for no fires occur ! Let us be grate- 
ful that our lines were cast in the era of wood and coal, of gas 
and kerosene, rather than in the reign of steam and electricity. 
I must not fail to note the advent of the almond-eyed celes- 
tial among u& In the dismal days of October he came, and 
perched over the Owasco outlet, on the North street bridge, 
displaying the conventional sign, " Son Zee, Chinese Laundry,*^ 
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Patient, quiet, reticent, he waited for castom; but whether 
from lack of it, or other cause, his stay was brief. As noise- 
lessly as he came, one night he 

*' Folded his tent like the Arabs, 
And as silently stole away." 

Either from haste, from lack of discernment, or from obli- 
quity of moral sentiment, he folded the*garments of his patrons 
inside the tent, and transported them as personal baggage. 
His career with us would warrant the Common Council in 
enacting an ordinance restricting Chinese immigration. 

The list of those in our community, who have been sum- 
moned from their earthly labors, within the past ten months, 
seems unusually large. I mention those that I recall, who 
were more widely known : 

Of the mothers who have gone out from the household, there 
are Mrs. Harriet Button, wife of Dr. J. D. Button, who died 
April 14, at the age of 74 Mrs. Hannah M., wife of Edward 
C. Hall, who died June 21, at the age of 48 ; June 16, Mrs. 
Amelia, relict of Nathan Burr, in the 68th year of her age. 
Mrs. Abigail Congdon, July 13, age 84. Mrs. Eliza, relict of 
CoL John Richai^dson, July 21, at the age of 90. Mrs. David 
Arne, Oct 28, at the age of 85. Mrs. Richard S. Holmes, 
Dec 9, at the age of 34, and Mra Martha Hosmer, Dea 21, at 
the age of 65. 

Of those who have been prominent in business community, 
or well known from long residence, the number who have 
died is almost startling. 

April 15. — CoL Winslow M. Thomas, for some time prin- 
cipal keeper in the Auburn Prison, died at the age of 46. 

May 18. — Joseph Barnes, one of the oldest residents of the 
city, at the age of 85. 

June 15.— CoL Oliver C. Hubbard, at West Troy, at the age 
of 74. He will be remembered as the former proprietor of the 
Hubbard place, at the foot of the lake. 
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July 11. — ^Theron Green, age 74, for many years a keeper 
in the prison, and long a resident of the city. 

The same day, Charles Bemis, at the age of 74, a man dis- 
tinguished for his sterling integrity and simplicity of character. 

September 16. — Benjamin Ashby, at the age of 68, for 
many years a hotel proprietor in this city. 

September 30. — Charles L. Wheaton, aged 71, an active 
business man of the 4th ward, of some local celebrity as a 
political manager of the Democratic faith, 

October 7. — Suddenly, of apoplexy, Charles P. Wood, aged 
61. He was most widely known as the Treasurer of the 
Auburn Savings Bank, of which institution he was justly re- 
cognized as the father. 

October 19.— J. Lewis Grant, of apoplexy, at the age of 60 
At the time of his death, Mr. Grant was Superintendent of the 
Auburn Water Works Co., although he was more widely known 
from his connection with railroad interests, having in the early 
part of his life, acted in the capacity of engineer, and subse- 
quently as superintendent of several roads. 

October 27.— James Camp, aged 68. Mr. Camp was fw 
many years engaged in the mercantile trade, was quiet, unas- 
suming, and universally respected. 

October 80.— Suddenly, of apoplexy, P. Hamilton Myers, 
at the age of 66. Mr. Myers was a man of quite an extended 
literary reputation, his life being devoted to literary pursuits 
up to the time of his death. His best known work was a 
poem entitled "Ensenore," an Indian legend, the scene of 
which is laid upon Owasco Lake. He was remarkably genial, 
and in the serenity of his latter years, impressed me as quietly 
waiting for the summons to go to the loved ones who had pre- 
ceded him to the " undiscovered country." 
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November 25th. — Edward C. Marvine, aged aboat 40. 

December 11th.— At Glasgow, Scotland, Henry Wells of 
Aurora, at the age of 73. Mr. Wells was known as one of the 
fathers of the express business in this country. 

December 16th. — James A. Suydam, at the age of 49. 

January 14, 1879.— Charles P. Williams, at the age of 67. 
Mr. Williams was widely known and respected in our business 
community, and was for many years closely identified with the 
educational interests of the city. 

January 19th. — Suddenly, of apoplexy, William High- 
riter, at the age of 67. Mr. Highriter was long a resident of the 
city, and well known, from his connection with the hat store of 
the late L V. Keyes. 

January 24th. — Suddenly, of apoplexy, David S. Titus, at 
the age of 77. Mr. Titus was a prosperous and prominent 
farmer, of the town of Aurelius, had been a member of Assem- 
bly, and had held other positions of trust 

February 5th. — At Weedsport, Henry R Filley, at the age 
of 82* Mr. Filley had represented his District in the State 
Assembly, and for many years previous to his death, was a 
Justice of the Peace in his town. 

February 7th. — At Rochester, Rev. Dr. M. J. Loughlin, 
aged 44, for many years pastor of St Mary's Catholic Church 
in this city, and during whose pastorate the church edifice on 
Clark street was erected. 

I may add to the list, the name of Major Nicholas B. S. Eld red, 
who died July 8rd, by a pistol shot from his own hand. Major 
Eldred was about 52 years of age, and for many years had been 
a great sufferer from disease, which dethroned his reason, and in 
a moment of insanity he ended his lifty Also, the name of Dea- 
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con Lewis L Smith, who on the 10th of December pat an end 
to his own life, while temporarily insane, at the age of 64. 

I shall be pardoned if I yield to the promptings of personal 
friendship, to record the death of Peter Schyndt, on the ISth of 
Jane, at the age of 55. As might be inferred from his name, 
Peter was of Dutch ancestry, if not a native of the land of 
dykes and canals, of tulips and hyacinths. He was one of 
the five hundred thousand more who responded to the call of 
Father Abraham during the late war, in which he served 
faithfully to the close, and was honorably discharged. I think 
he was never in an important battle — he was too good-natured 
to fight — but how many battles his presence prevented will 
never be knowa He might be classed as of the preventive, 
rather than of the curative army. As characteristic of the man, 
I note the incident of his enlistment, to e£Eect which, he was 
required to affix his sign manual to five enlistment papers. 
He was not a facile penman, and it was with infinite effort 
and strange facial contortions that he succeeded in signing 
three of the papers, when with a long breath he settled back in 
his chair, and with an air of determination, mingled with in- 
difference as to whether the war should be prosecuted or not, 
and still with a roguish twinkle in his eye, he exclaimed *' / 
writes no more till I gits reshtecL^^ Poor Peter, he is taking his 
long rest, and I suppose some household is sadder for his ab- 
sence, but the ripple which he made upon the river of life, will 
soon reach the shore of the little haven which was the scene of 
his career. 

In the latter part of November, the exact date not recorded, 
but supposed to be about the 27th, William Turner died. 
The family record is silent as to the date of his advent here 
upon earth, but there is slender evidence, strengthened by his 
appearance during his latter days, that he was 87 years of ageL 
Mr. Turner was of African ancestry, and bore ample evidence 
of the purity of his descent I first knew him as doing odd 
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jobs at sawing wood; subsequently, when King Anthracite 
invaded our homes, he aocepted the situation, and changed 
his vocation to carrying up coal and blacking stoves. In the 
refreshing days of house-cleaning, he was indispensable as 
white- washer. Later on, he was charged ¥rith the responsible 
duty of lighting the street lamps, and often have I seen him 
burst out from the darkness, by the lighting of a lamp, appear- 
ing like an Egyptian statue, the only thing the light would not 
illumine. As his strength declined with advancing years, he 
abandoned all active employment, and relied upon extraneous 
aid to supply his few wants. I remember him most vividly of 
late, trudging along home at evening, staff in hand, in earnest 
conversation with himself, which usually ceased for a moment 
to respond to my salutation, and was at once resumed. I re- 
cord his death more particularly because I have heard it ques- 
tioned whether n^roes ever dia They seem to go off some- 
where — fade out from community, but the death of one is 
rarely chronicled. 

I may add the name of John YanNess, who died January 
IS. Mr. YanNess was a Pyrotechnist of some note, and the 
boy of thirty years ago regarded him with awe, as the maker 
of sky-rockets and wheels and snakes and Boman candles 
and the like concomitants of the celebration of the anniversary 
of our national independence. His age may have been 65, 
although, being thin, sallow, wiry, a decade made as little 
impress upon his physique as a single year upon the average 
man. He was prosperous in early days, but with the decline 
in patriotic enthusiasm, his business dwindled. Added to this, 
he was, several times in the prosecution of his craft, blown up, 
** hoist by his own petard," to his pecuniary detriment Wed- 
ded to his vocation, he disdained to change it with the 
changing times, and his means being exhausted, he accepted 
public benefaction and died at the County Poor House. 
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Of the more or less distinguished personages, outside our 
immediate community, whose careers have terminated within 
the period of which I write, I note the following : 

Apbil 12th.— William M. Tweed died in Ludlow Street Jail, 
at the age of 65. There ended the most remarkable career of 
ignorance, shrewdness, unblushing and defiant knavery and 
corruption in the history of our country. Such a career would 
be deemed possible only in a republic, but the unreflecting will 
wonder that the same influences which made the career possible 
were swift to make it ignominious, and sure to cut it short 

April 22nd. — William Orton, well known as the President 
of the Western Union Telegraph Company, died at the age of 
52. 

May Ist — At the age of 47, State Senator John Morrisaey 
died — ^a noted instance of the possibilities of citizenship in a 
republic, and of the conservative influence of politics. Not 
every one, however, can advance from the prize ring, and the 
parlors of chance, to a seat in legislative halls. That one did, 
should not be accepted as conclusive evidence of the theory of 
natural selection. 

Mat 12th. — Catharine E. Beecher, of some fame as an author- 
ess, died at the age of 77. 

June 8rd. — William F. Allen, Associate Judge of the Court 
of Appeals, and distinguished as a jurist, died at the age of 70. 

.June 12th. — William Cullen Bryant, the venerable and dis- 
tinguished poet and journalist, died at the age of 84. 

June 26th. — Mercedes, the fair young Queen of Spain, whose 
marriage scarcely six months previous, I chronicled in my 
record, died at the age of 18. 
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July 3rd. — Dr. James C. Ayer, the father of patent medi- 
cines, died. His age is not given, but I doubt not that his 
longevity fully sustained the reputation of his medicines. 

August 15th. — President J. H. Raymond, of Vassar College, 
died at the age of 64. 

August 21st — Maria, the deposed Queen of Spain, died at 
the age of 72. 

October 2nd. — The King of Burraah relinquished his 
earthly crown for an heavenly. 

October 8th. — Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, of Mexican and Con- 
federate war fame, died. 

November 26th. — Lyman Tremain of Albany, a prominent 
politician and counsellor-at-law, died, aged 60. 

December 14th. — Princess Alice Maud Mary, daughter of 
Queen Victoria, and Grand-Duchess of Hesse Darmstadt, died 
at the age of 34 

December 19th. — Bayard Taylor, traveller, editor, poet, and 
U. S. Minister to Berlin, died, aged 54. 

January 2nd, 1879. — Caleb Gushing, the man of "conti- 
nental mind," died, aged 79. 

February 2nd. — Eichard Henry Dana, one of the old time 
poets, critics and essayists, whose pen had long been corroding 
in its rack, died at Boston, at the age of 93. 

Had not my postscript already exceeded the limits of peace- 
ful endurance, 1 should be pleased to enter more in detail into 
local matters, particularly the exploits of the 49th Regiment, 
in their summer encampment at Sheldrake ; of their successful 
but unfortunate competition for the Nevada badge, which still 
hangs in blissful uncertainty, between them and the 48th Regi- 
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ment of Oswego; to recall the midnight discussionB of the 
Common Council over the street committee imbroglio, and 
the eloquent constitutional debates over the Orchard street 
sewer, and many other items of equal importance, but with a 
brief glance at the outside world, I must closa 
Of notable disasters, the following are more prominent : 

April 27 th. — The mysterious Barclay street explosion 
occurred in New York, involving a loss of a million and a half 
of property, and several livea The cause of the explosion, 
after the strictest investigation, remains a mystery. 

May 2nd. — The great flour-mill explosion occurred at Min- 
neapolis, by which five mills were destroyed, 17 lives lost, 
and a million and a half of property destroyed. The explosion 
is supposed to have been occasioned by the ignition of parti- 
cles of flour dust in the process of manufacture. 

May 81st — Two German iron-clads collided, while maneu- 
vering in the EnglisI) channel, sinking one, and occasioning 
the loss of 270 lives. 

Sept. 8rd. — The excursion boat, " Princess Alice," was run 
into and sunk in the Thames river, and between 600 and 700 
lives were lost 

Nov. 26th. — The ocean steamer "Pomerania," from New 
York for Havre and Bremen, was run into and sunk in the 
English channel, and some fifty lives were lost 

Of other events, I have noted the failure of the Bank of 
Glasgow, Scotland, on the 2nd of October, occasioning wide- 
spread pecuniary loss, and nearly creating a financial panic in 
Great Britain ; the robbery of the Manhattan Savings Bank of 
New York, of nearly $3,000,000 on Sunday morning, Oct 27th, 
no part of which has been recovered ; the stealing of the remains 
of the late A T. Stewart, from his tomb in St Mark's church- 
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yard, New York, Nov. 7th, no trace of which has yet been 
obtained. 

In the political world, the notable feature has been the rise, 
progress, and decline of the Greenback and Labor Reform 
movement. One of its episodes, was the mission of the Sand 
Lot oracle, Denis Kearney, across the dark continent from San 
Francisco to Boston, to infuse the new political education into 
the effete organizations of the east Denis unfortunately got 
at loggerheads with the press, and the newspapers unkindly 
" blew him out" His mission was not eminently successful, 
and the great agitator retraced his steps in disgust, and relighted 
himself, by starting a newspaper of his own in San Francisco. 
In the earlier part of the season, some success attended this 
movement, notably in Maine, where Mr. Hale was succeeded by 
a Greenback member of Congress, and a Democratic Governor 
was secured. Later, however, it seemed to pine and grow 
sickly. New York elected a Republican Judge of the Court of 
Appeals, and an overwhelmingly Republican Legislature, which 
returned Senator Conkling, without opposition, to the U. S. 
Senate. The feud between the Senator and the administration, 
over the New York Custom House appointments, was soon 
after terminated by the confirmation of the President's 
appointees. Congress has devoted its energies, mainly, to 
investigating committees, notably, the Potter committee, which 
has latterly been inquiring into the paternity of the celebrated 
" Cipher Dispatches." On the 21st of November, the U. S. 
paid to England, the five and one-half million dollars Fishery 
Award, after considerable diplomatic correspondence. The 
most noted political event, across the waters, was the resigna- 
tion of the French President, Marshal MacMahon, on the 80th 
of January, and the election by the Assembly of his successor, 
M. Grfivy, for seven years, without the usual revolution. A 
distressing famine has swept away countless victims in China, 
during the summer and autumn, while a virulent type of small 
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pox has decimated the population of a large district of BraziL 
In the latter part of July, the yellow fever appeared in New 
Orleans, rapidly increasing and extending its ravages to Yicks- 
bargh, Memphis, and adjacent localities. It was confined to 
the lower Mississippi Valley, but was terribly destructive until 
about the 23d of October, when it was checked by frost Some 
20,000 victims to the scourge bear witness to its severity. It 
is worthy of record, that the cities of the North contributed 
promptly and liberally to the relief of the sufEerers, our own 
city contributing something over two thousand dollara Late 
in the season, the black plague broke out in the southern part 
of Russia, and is making its way northward. A portion of the 
Russian army has been detailed to do picket duty, in prevent- 
ing the further spreading of the disease, by confining the 
inhabitants to the infected district The malady is said to be 
fatal in all cases of attack. It is presumed to be identical with 
the plague of olden times, and no effort is being spared to check 
its progress. In the late fall, diphtheria prevailed to an alarm- 
ing extent in the neighboring village of Geneva, but was 
fortunately confined to that immediate locality. 

T must not forget to mention the flying visit of the English 
Dean Stanley, to our country, in the latter part of September, 
because he enjoyed himself so thoroughly, during his short 
stay, and spoke so charitably, kindly and hopefully of us to 
his countrymen, when he returned home. Nor must I fail to 
note the pride of our neighbors across the border, at having 
a real live member of the royal family domiciled with thenu 
The Marqais of Lome, the new Governor-General of Canada, 
with his spouse, the Princess Louise, arrived at Halifax, on the 
22nd of November, and the whole dominion was wild with joy. 
The Marchioness, who is the star actress of the cast, is winning 
the hearts of the people, by her simple ways and democratic 
notions, notwithstanding some harsh criticisms of the strict 
ceremony inflicted upon the early receptions of the royal 
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party. The mother eountry has been mach disturbed during 
the season, by troubles among the laboring classea Strikes 
among workingmen have been of frequent occurrence, and in 
some instances have assumed threatening proportions. Happily 
they have thus far been adjusted without the serious conse- 
quences which sometimes attend such uprisings. A mania for 
regicide seems to have prevailed in the old world. Twice has 
the life of the Emperor William of Germany been attempted, 
and the Kings of Italy and Spain, and the Emperor Joseph of 
Austria, have each been the subject of attack, but all have 
fortunately escaped without serious injury. 

The great Paris Exposition, which opened on the 1st of May, 
has occupied the attention of European visitors during the 
summer, and may be classed as a success as world's fairs go. 
It is gratifying to know that each of the different varieties of 
sewing machines, and all the pianos exhibited, succeeded as 
usual in securing the highest award for excellence. This will 
be satisfactory to those who are owners of sewing machines or 
pianos, as they will content themselves without change, but it 
will be terribly perplexing to those who are about to purchase, 
and seek to "get the best" 

When my record closed, the war between Russia and Turkey 
was near its termination. The Bussian army was before the 
Turkish capital, and a treaty of peace between the belligerents 
was effected, which was unsatisfactory to England, who regarded 
with distrust the approach of Bussian sway towards her Asiatic 
dependencies. After considerable bull-dozing on the part of 
England, backed by Austria, and no little diplomacy on the 
part of Germany, a European Congress was agreed upon, which 
assembled at Berlin, June 13, and continued in session just one 
month. As a result of its deliberations, nearly all the white 
meat of Turkey in Europe was apportioned between Eussia and 
Austria, while the minor powers interested were compelled to 
content themselves with wings and drumsticks. In the melee, 
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England grabbed the Island of Cyprus, which she has sinc6 
been n^otiating to purchase: 

Peace once more prevailed among the nations, until, in 
November, England declared war against Afghanistan, and has 
found an easy conquest of the barbarous natives. The country 
is regarded important, as affording an approach for Russia to 
India, and will doubtless be held in such way by England as 
will best subserve her Eastern interests. Since the winter 
opened the Zulus of South Africa have become fractious, and 
have involved England in another war. It will doubtless be of 
short duration, except as a kind of border warfare — something 
like the Indian wars, which keep our standing army kiting 
backwards and forwards over the mountains of the West every 
summer — as the Zulus are not particularly rich in resources 
for a war with such a power as England. 

Gen. Grant has continued his saunterings through the old 
world, enjoying the hospitalities of the nobility, congratulating 
the Czar of all the Russias over his victories, at St Petersburg, 
and condoling with the young King of Spain in his bereavement, 
at Madrid. He was made a citizen of Dublin, on his visit to 
the capital of the Emerald Isle, and might now rejoice in being 
a Native American Irishman, had not Cork indignantly refused 
to endorse the action of Dublin. Gen. Grant had said or done 
something or left something unsaid or undone, sometime during 
his career, which was construed as subversive of the interests, 
or humbling to the pride of the city, which is presumably the 
guardian of the entrance to the Demijohn of Erin, and Cork 
uncorked her vials of wrath upon the General, by declining to 
tender him the freedom of the city. So the citizen soldier re- 
sorted to his old tactics of flanking the enemy, turned his face 
Mecca-ward, and silently sailed away over eastern seas on his 
homeward way by the Golden Gate. He is doubtless, by this, 
mingling the perfumes of his Havana with the fragrance of the 
Souchong or Bohea of Canton, or discussing in pigeon English 
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the capacity for resistance of the great Chinese wall, with some 
mandarin at Pekin. 

To return once more, from my wanderings, nearer home : on 
the 7th of January, the State L^slature ensconced itself in its 
quarters in the new capital building, at A}bany. On the 
evening of that day, the citizens of Albany gave a reception in 
honor of the event, at the new building, which was a success as 
to numbers, notwithstanding the absence of many who had been 
invited, but who were kept away by the railroad blockada 
The new building is said to be complete in all its appointments, 
and gorgeous even, in its finishings, and if legislation is not 
rose-tinted and lemon-scented in future, it will be no fault of 
the legislative halla 

At 12 o'clock 29 minutes, noon, on the 17th day of Decem- 
ber last, Mr. C. Oimbernat, of No. 60 Exchange Place, sold to 
Mr. P. Gillet, No. 16 New street, at the gold department of the 
Stock Exchange, New York, $10,000 gold, at par. I am par- 
ticular in giving these gentlemen the honor of the transaction, 
for I assume it to have been in good faith, as it is the first time 
in 16 years, that gold has, officially, been sold at par. Should 
it be thought advisable to erect a monument to commemorate 
the transaction, I should counsel placing Mr. Gimbernat's name 
a little higher up than Mr. Gillet's, both for convenience, and 
because Mr. Gimbemat took the chances of sacrificing a six- 
teenth per cent to establish the credit of government. Janu- 
ary 1, 1862, gold was quoted at 102 ; in the summer of 1864, it 
ran up to 285, from which point it gradually declined, until 
the transaction above detailed. The official resumption of 
specie payment took place January 1. It is astonishing with 
what complacency the public accepted the situation. The 
citizen who draws his check for five dollars, with commendable 
regard for the safety of the national treasury, and with calm 
indiflEerence as to his personal pecuniary safety, says he will 
take bills, as gold is so inconvenient for business transactions. 
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The feeling seems to be, that gold is mainly aseful to hoard ap 
in old stockings, or for Captain Kidds to bury in hidden nooks 
upon the seashore. Had the public accepted Mr. Greeley's 
apothegm, that *' the way to resume is to resume," as it might 
have done a decade since, I should not have had this item for 
my record. 

But I must bring my wandering notes to a closa As I have 
been collecting the incidents which I have herein embodied, I 
seem as one who has been gathering shells upon the seashore. 
Sauntering along the thickly strewn strand, I have picked op 
here and there a shell, but I realize how many I have left un- 
touched, many of them doubtless of more value than those T 
have gathered, but the collection as I have made it, my dear 
doctor, I place in your hands — nothing but sheila 

. B. B. SNOW, 

Hislofiographer. 
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